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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, March 2, 2000

Chairman Tom Gattle presiding.

Bill Busbice 
Glynn Carver 
Warren Delacroix 
Tom Kelly 
Norman McCall 
Jerry Stone

Secretary James Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Chairman Gattle called for a motion for approval of the 
February 3, 2000 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was 
made by Commissioner Busbice and seconded by Commissioner Kelly. 
The motion passed with no opposition.

Mr. Tommy Prickett stated he was going to present items two 
and three as one. These included a Notice of Intent - 2000-2001 
Resident Hunting Season Dates and Bag Limits and a Notice of Intent 
- Statewide Hunting and WMA Rules and Regulations. Most of the 
season dates are calendar adjustments from last year. The 
Department's recommendations for quail, rabbit and squirrel season 
dates and bag limits were given. The bag limit for deer is 6 per 
season and the daily limit is one antler and one antlerless deer 
per day when antlerless deer are legal. Deer season dates were 
read and are basically calendar adjustments from last year. 
Chairman Gattle asked what deer area is Caldwell Parish in? Mr. 
Prickett stated there have been many requests to move all of 
Caldwell Parish into Area 2 season structure and that would be 
recommended to the Commission. He then went through the changes in 
the statewide and WMA regulatory package. Two bills were
promulgated through the legislative process. One requires the 
Department issue a special permit which will allow landowners to 
take beavers at night for 3 consecutive days. The other bill 
allows commercial growers of pecans to take squirrels during closed 
season with a permit issued by the Department. Other changes
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included: including language that the Special Youth Deer Hunts will 
be either-sex hunting; moving all of Caldwell Parish back into Area 
2; changing the language for the times a hunter can enter a WMA on 
days when a daily permit are required; including Fur & Refuge 
Division as the contact people for burning the marsh; implementing 
an experimental lottery waterfowl hunt for handicapped individuals 
on Pointe-au-Chien WMA by the Fur & Refuge Division; establishing 
the time frame a permit will be revoked for commercial fishing 
violations on a WMA; and adding that no hunting will be allowed 
from ATV trails. On WMA's and refuges, the changes included: 
removing deer stands, duck blinds and duck materials no later than 
two hours after the end of legal shooting hours each day; allowing 
riding of horses and mules on WMAs; waiving the requirement of 
wearing hunter orange when dove hunting even during the open deer 
season; closing ATV trails on WMAs from March 1 through August 31 
instead of September 15; and allowing certain ATV trails and roads 
to be open that leads to boat launches for fishing. A change on 
Biloxi and Wisner WMAs will allow all day waterfowl hunting. Mules 
will be allowed on Bayou Macon WMA for raccoon hunting at night 
from January 15 through January 28. Self-clearing permits for 
bucks only hunt will be used on Grassy Lake WMA. Mullet fishing 
will be allowed in East Bay (west of Barrier Islands) on Pass-a- 
Loutre WMA. The use of ATV's, ATC's or motorcycles on Pass-a- 
Loutre or Pointe-au-Chien WMAs will not be allowed. Other changes 
on the WMAs include: requiring a permit for the use of an internal 
combustion engine above 25 HP on Salvador WMA; prohibiting 
commercial crawfishing in the North and South Farms on Sherburne 
WMA; managing new lands within the Tunica Hills WMA differently by 
not allowing the general public access to the area from March 1 to 
September 30 except for hunters selected for a spring turkey 
lottery hunt; and changing the word "permitted" to "allowed". The 
Commission also has the power to set rules and regulations on the 
National Forest land, which will have a season structure similar to 
the WMAs. One change on the National Forest structure is to not 
allow dog training in the summer months. Other lands which the 
Commission will regulate are on the Corps of Engineers and the 
National Wildlife Refuges. It is hoped that the National Wildlife 
Refuges would liberalize some of their season structures before the 
seasons are ratified in July, stated Mr. Prickett. Commissioner 
Busbice asked if the Department wants the National Wildlife Refuges 
to mirror the seasons the same as outside? Mr. Prickett stated the 
Department would like to see the seasons mirror the structure of 
the WMAs in Louisiana, but with their policies and guidelines, they 
have to be more restrictive. Commissioner Busbice then asked if 
they were being cooperative? Mr. Prickett answered yes, they are
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being cooperative, but they have not gotten as liberal as the 
Department would like for them to be. Then Mr. Prickett stated the 
Department manages smaller tracts of land obtained through the FMHA 
which the Commission also promulgates seasons on. Commissioner 
Busbice asked if the Louisiana Delegates in Washington, DC can help 
with the problem on the National Wildlife Refuges? Mr. Prickett 
stated they were trying to solve the problem at a local level first 
before going to those people. Chairman Cattle asked when would the 
proposed rules be ratified? Mr. Prickett stated the rules would be 
ratified at the July Meeting. Public input will be received at 
each Commission Meeting until July. Also, five public hearings 
will be held throughout the state to receive input on the 
proposals. Chairman Cattle stated Alexandria's public hearing will 
be held on March 8, Ruston on March 13, Lafayette on March 14, 
Houma on March 15 and Covington on March 21.

Mr. Neil Smith, representing a lumber company which owns 
10,000 acres in Pointe Coupee Parish Area 6 deer hunting schedule, 
wanted to protest the dog hunting regulations. All of the hunters 
on that land are still hunters only and there is only two weeks of 
still hunting but there are 45 days of dog season. He felt there 
needed to be something a little more fair for the hunters in his 
area. Then he suggested moving the doe days in the Atchafalaya 
Basin area back as far as possible instead of opening during 
November.

Mr. Clark Van Sickle stated he has utilized the public 
management areas for a long time. He has noticed over the last 15 
years a growth in commercial hunting operations on public lands and 
asked that the Commission regulate this activity. Chairman Cattle 
asked if he was talking about waterfowl guide services coming on to 
the Areas? Commissioner Busbice asked if he meant there were 
people taking hunters onto public lands and charging a fee? Mr. 
Van Sickle stated yes.

Mr. Dennis Daigle stated he wanted to talk about protecting 
spikes in a specific area. Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Daigle to 
wait until Public Comments at the end of the meeting.

Chairman Cattle then asked Mr. Prickett to read the Therefore 
Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution on the General Rules and 
Regulations for Statewide and WMAs. Commissioner Kelly made a 
motion accepting the Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Busbice. The motion passed with no opposition. Then Mr. Prickett 
read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of a Resolution on the
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WMA and Statewide Seasons and Bag Limits. Commissioner Stone made 
a motion accepting the Resolution and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Kelly. This motion also passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolutions 
and Notices of Intent are made a 
part of the record.)•

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
March 2, 2000

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, March 2, 2000.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
or quadrupeds is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, 
and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection- and 
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting on both 
public and private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations, 
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of 
resident game species are hereby adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission as a Notice of Intent.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary- 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries -
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NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of its intent to promulgate rules and regulations governing the 
hunting of resident game birds and game quadrupeds.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART XIX. Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Season 

§101. General

The Resident Game Hunting Season, 2000-2001 regulations are 
hereby adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. A 
complete copy of the Regulation Pamphlet may be obtained from the 
Department.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 
1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997), LR 
24:1324 (July 1998) , LR 25:1290 (July 1999) , LR 26: .

§103. Resident Game Birds and Animals 2000-2001

A. Shooting hours. One-half hour before sunrise to one-half 
hour after sunset.

B. Consult Regulation Pamphlet for seasons or specific 
regulations on Wildlife Management Areas or specific localities.

Species Season Dates Daily Bag 
Limit

Possession
Limit

Quail Nov. 18-Feb. 28 10 20
Rabbit Oct. 7-Feb. 28 8 16
Squirrel Oct. 7-Feb. 11 8 16
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Pheasant Nov. 18-Jan. 31 2 (Cock Only) 4

Deer See Schedule 1 antlered and 
1 antlerless 
(when legal on 
private lands)

6/season

C. Deer Hunting Schedule

Area Archery Muzzleloader 
(All Either Sex)

Still Hunt With or 
Without Dogs

1 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan<-22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec.3 
Jan. 8-Jan.21

Dec. 9-Jan. 7

2 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Oct. 28-Nov. 3 
Jan. 13-Jan. 19

Nov. 4-Dec. 8 Dec. 9-Jan.12

3 Sept. 
16-
Jan.16

Oct. 7-Oct.l3 
Dec. 11-Dec. 15

Oct.14-Dec.10 
Dec.l6-Jan. 1

4 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19

Nov.18-Jan.12

5 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19 
Bucks Only

Nov. 18-26

6 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec. 
3

Dec. 9-Jan.21

7 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Oct. 7-Oct.13 
Jan. 15-Jan. 21

Oct. 14-Oct.
29
Nov. 18-Dec. 
3

Dec. 9-Jan. 
14

D . Modern Firearm Schedule (Either Sex Seasons)

Parish Modern Firearm Eitherrsex Days
Acadia Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Allen Area 2: Nov. 4-5,'.11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Ascension Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-18
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Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Assumption Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Avoyelles Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec..9-1,0

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
- Area 6,: Nov. 18-19,, 24-26, . Dec. 9-10. '

Beauregard Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

■ '' V  -
Area 3: Oct..14-15, 21-22,28-29, Nov, 4-5, 18-19, 
24-26 ' ' ' v  . ' ' ' "  . ''

Bienville Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Bossier . Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec..2-3,.9-10
Caddo Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Calcasieu ■ Area -2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 
24-26

Caldwell : Nov. 4-5', 24-26, Dec . 9-10 ' f ,>'■ "l, < - -
Cameron Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Catahoula Area. 1;: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-1.0

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 2-3
Claiborne Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26,; Dec, 2-3, 9-10 ' , -
Concordia Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
DeSoto . ilV1''-':1;'KCV.. 4-5, .11-12,. 16 19, 24-26. Dec. 2-3, 5-13 . ;• ...
East Baton 
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

East Carroll, Nov: 18-19,. 24-26, Dec. • 2-3.;, 9-10, 16-17 East of
mainline Mississippi’River Levee and south and east 
of,-La. .877 from West. Carroll Parish line to La. 580, 
south; of La. ■ 580 to -U:S. 65/ west of U.S. . 65 to
Madison parish line . ' " •  /•' *vV;" '
Nov. 18-19, 24-26, the remainder of the parish.

East
Feliciana

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10/ 16-17

Evangeline Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec, 2-3, 9-10, 16-1.7

Franklin Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Grant Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2^3;, .9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Iberia Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29,: Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 

24-26
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Parish Modern Firearm Bither-sex Days
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Area 7: Oct. 14-15,' NoV... 18-19, 24-26, Dec., 9-10

Iberville Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jackson kov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19., 24'-26', Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Jefferson Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jefferson
Davis

Area 2: Nov. 4-5,, 11-12, 18-19^ 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Lafayette Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 2.1-22, 28-29", Nov. 4-5, 18-19,, 
24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Lafourche, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, ,.Dec.' 2-3, 9-10, 16-17 ^
LaSalle Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 2:. Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec-.' 9-10 .1
Lincoln Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Livingston Nov. 18-19 > 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Madison Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Morehouse Area. 2:: Nov. .4t'5', 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Natchitoches Nov.. 4-5, "•11-12;,; 18-19:, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10 ■'
Orleans Closed to all deer hunting
Ouachita - Area. 2,:- Nov-.. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. ,2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Plaquemines Nov. .18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Pointe Coupee Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Rapides Area"1: Nov. 18rl9, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area-3: Oct.., 14^15, 21-22,. 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 
24-26 ’ ' 7  - . '
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Red River Nov. -4-5.," 11-12, 18-19, 24-26/ Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Richland Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Sabine- Nov. 4-5, 11-12," 18r 19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
St. Bernard Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Charles Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
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Parish M o d e m  Firearm Either-sex. Days
St. Helena Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. James Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. John Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Landry Area 3: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
St. Martin Nov. 18-19) 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Mary Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Area 7:; Oct. 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
St. Tammany Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Tangipahoa- Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10', 16-17
Tensas Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Terrebonne Oct. 14-15", -Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10 -
Union Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Vermillion , Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18.-19, 24-2 6
Vernon Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3r Oct. 14-15,. 21-22, . 28 r 29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 
24-26 '

Washington Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Webster Nov. )4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. .2-3, 9-10
West Baton 
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

West'Carroll closed ' ' ‘ ; ' - -
West
Feliciana

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Winn lNov. -4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

E. Farm Raised White-tailed Deer on Supplemented Shooting 
Preserves

Archery Modern Firearm Either Sex Muzzleloader
Oct. 1-Jan. 31 
(Either Sex)

Nov. 1-Dec. 6 
Dec. 21-23 
Dec. 26-Jan.31

Nov. 1-3 
Dec. 21-23 
Dec. 26-30

Dec. 7-20 
(Either Sex)

F. Exotics on Supplemented Shooting Preserves: Either Sex,
no closed season.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 {July 
1995) , amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997) , LR 
24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), repromulgated LR 
25:1526 (August 1999), LR 26: .

Public hearings will be held at regularly scheduled Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission Meetings from. April through July. 
Additionally interested persons may submit written comments 
relative to the proposed rule until May 19, 2000 to Mr. Tommy
Prickett, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000.

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972 (B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
March 2, 2000

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, March 2, 2000.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
rules and regulations for the State and WMAs, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish regulations that govern public and 
private lands is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, 
and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting on both 
public and private lands, and
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WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all information pertinent to the rule and 
regulations governing hunting, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules and regulations 
affecting sport hunting of resident game species are 
hereby adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission as a Notice of Intent.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. , Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of its intent to amend the rules and regulations governing the 
hunting of resident game birds and game quadrupeds.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX. Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons

§111. General and Wildlife Management Area Hunting Rules and 
Regulations

A. Hunting Seasons and Wildlife Management Area Regulations

1. The rules and regulations contained within this 
digest have been officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission under authority vested by Sections 115 and 
116 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and are 
in full force and effect in conjunction with all applicable 
statutory laws. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries has the authority to close or alter seasons in emergency 
situations in order to protect fish and wildlife resources.
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2. Pursuant to Section 40.1 of Title 56 of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission has adopted monetary values which are assigned to all 
illegally taken, possessed, injured or destroyed fish, wild birds, 
wild quadrupeds and other wildlife and aquatic life. Anyone 
taking, possessing, injuring or destroying fish, wild birds, wild 
quadrupeds and other wildlife and aquatic life shall be required to 
reimburse the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries a sum of money 
equal to the value of the wildlife illegally taken, possessed, 
injured or destroyed. This monetary reimbursement shall be in 
addition to any and all criminal penalties imposed for the illegal 
act.

B . Resident Game Birds and Animals

1. Shooting hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one- 
half hour after sunset.

C. Other Season Dates

1. Turkey. Please refer to separate pamphlet.

2. Raccoon and Opossum. No closed season. Raccoon and 
opossum can be taken at night by one or more licensed hunters with 
one or more dogs and one .22 rimfire firearm. A licensed hunter 
may take raccoon or opossum with .22 rimfire, muzzleloader rifle 
.36 caliber or smaller or shotgun during daylight hours during the 
open rabbit season. Hunting from boats or motor vehicles is 
prohibited. No bag limit for nighttime or daytime raccoon or 
opossum hunting during the open trapping season except on certain 
WMAs as listed. The remainder of the year, the raccoon and opossum 
bag limit for daytime or nighttime is one per person per day or 
night. No one who hunts raccoons or opossums as prescribed above 
shall pelt during the closed trapping season nor sell skins or 
carcasses of raccoons and opossums taken during the open trapping 
season unless he is the holder of a valid trapping license which 
shall be required in addition to his basic hunting license. 
Pelting or selling carcasses is illegal during closed trapping 
season.

3. Blackbirds and crows. ALL blackbirds, cowbirds, 
grackles and crows are considered crop depredators in Louisiana and 
may therefore be taken year round during legal shooting hours with 
no limit. Shooting hours are 30 minutes before sunrise to sunset.
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Pheasant4 .

4
a. Bag limit - 2 (males only). Possession limit -

b . Pheasant season restricted to the following 
portion of Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: That portion west of 
Choupique Bayou south of U.S. 90 and La. 27, west of La. 27 to 
north boundary of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to 
Sabine River, east of Sabine River to Intracoastal waterway, south 
of Intracoastal waterway to Gum Cove,, east of Gum Cove Road to La. 
108, north and east of La. 108 from Gum Cove Road to U.S. 90, and 
south of U.S. 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

5. Falconry. Special permit required. Resident and 
migratory game species except turkeys may be taken. Seasons and 
bag limits are the same as for statewide and WMA regulations EXCEPT 
squirrels may be taken by licensed falconers until the last day of 
February. Refer to LAC 76:V.301 for specific Falconry Rules.

6. Licensed Hunting Preserve. October 1 - April 30. 
Pen-raised birds only. No limit entire season. Refer to LAC 
76:V.305 for specific Hunting Preserve Rules.

7. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP). Land 
enrolled in the voluntary program will be assessed a $25 
registration fee and 54/acre fee. Deer management assistance tags 
must be attached and locked to antlerless deer (including those 
taken on either-sex days and those taken with bow and muzzleloader) 
through the hock in a manner that it cannot be removed before the 
deer is moved from the site of the kill. Failure to do so is a 
violation of R.S. 56:115. Failing to follow DMAP rules and 
regulations may result in immediate cancellation of the program on 
those lands involved. Refer to LAC 76:V.Ill for specific DMAP 
Rules.

8. Farm Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics on 
Licensed Supplemented Shooting Preserves

a. Definitions

Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any 
animal of the family Bovidae (except the Tribe Bovini [cattle]) or 
Cervidae which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is confined 
on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve. Exotics shall include, but are
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not limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, axis deer, 
and black buck antelope.

Hunting: In its different tenses and for 
purposes of this rule means to take or attempt to take, in 
accordance with R.S. 56:8.

Same as Outside: For purposes of this rule 
means hunting on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve must conform to 
applicable statutes and rules governing hunting and deer hunting, 
as provided for in Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes and 
as established annually by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
Cl w f c ) .

Supplemented Hunting Preserve: For purposes of 
this rule means any enclosure for which a current Farm-Raising 
License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and 
Forestry (LDAF) with concurrence of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries (LDWF) and is authorized in writing by the LDAF and LDWF 
to permit hunting.

White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule 
means any animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus which is 
confined on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve.

b . Seasons

i. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: Consult the 
regulations pamphlet.

ii. Exotics: year round.

c . Methods of Take

i. White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: Exotics may be taken with longbow 
(including compound bow) and arrow; shotguns not larger than 10 
gauge, loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no 
smaller than .22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or 
pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all 
of which must load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball 
cylinder, using black powder or an approved substitute only, and 
using ball or bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.
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d . Shooting Hours

i. White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: one-half hour before sunrise to 
one-half hour after sunset.

outside.

e. Bag Limit

i. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: Same as

ii. Exotics: No limit.

f. Hunting Licenses

i. White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: No person shall hunt any exotic
without possessing a valid basic and big game hunting license.

g . Tagging. White-tailed Deer and Exotics: Each
animal shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately 
upon being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill 
with a tag provided by the LDAF. The tag shall remain with the 
carcass at all times.

D. Hunting-General Provisions

1. A basic resident or non-resident hunting license is 
required of all persons to hunt, take, possess or cause to be 
transported by any other person any wild bird or quadruped. See 
information below for exceptions.

2. No person born on or after September 1, 1969 shall 
hunt with a firearm unless that person has first been issued a 
certificate of satisfactory completion of a firearm and hunter 
education course taught or approved by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries. However, a person younger than 16 years of age may 
hunt without such certificate if he is accompanied by and is under 
the direct and immediate supervision of a person 18 years of age or 
older.

3. A big game license is required in addition to the 
basic hunting license to hunt, take, possess or cause to be
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transported any deer or turkey. A separate wild turkey stamp is 
required in addition to the basic hunting license and the big game 
license to hunt, take, possess or cause to be transported any 
turkey.

4. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft or 
participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or 
from automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited.

5. Methods of taking resident game birds and quadrupeds

a. Use of a longbow (including compound bow) and 
arrow or a shotgun not larger than a 10 gauge fired from the 
shoulder without a rest shall be legal for taking all resident game 
birds and quadrupeds. Also, the use of a handgun, rifle and 
falconry (special permit required) shall be legal for taking all 
game species except turkey and migratory game birds. It shall be 
illegal to hunt or take squirrels or rabbits at any time with a 
breech-loaded rifle or handgun larger than a .22 caliber rimfire or 
a muzzleloader rifle larger than .36 caliber. During closed deer 
gun season, it shall be illegal to possess shotgun shells loaded 
with slugs or shot larger than BB lead or F steel shot while small 
game hunting.

b . Still hunting is defined as stalking or 
stationary stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, 
driving or hunting deer with dogs is prohibited when or where a 
still hunting season or area is designated, and will be strictly 
enforced. Shotguns larger than 10 gauge or capable of holding more 
than three shells shall be prohibited. Plugs used in shotguns must 
be incapable of being removed without disassembly. Refer to game 
schedules contained' within these regulations for specific 
restrictions on the use of firearms and other devices.

6. Nuisance animals. Landowners or their designees may 
remove beaver and nutria causing damage to their property without 
a special permit. Water set traps and firearms may be used to 
remove beaver/ nutria may be removed by any means EXCEPT that 
nutria cannot be taken by the use of headlight and gun between the 
hours of sunset and sunrise. With a special permit issued by the 
Department, beavers may be taken between one-half hour after 
official sunset to one-half hour before official sunrise for a 
period of three consecutive calendar evenings from the effective 
date of the permit issued by the department. For specific details 
contact a region office near you. Any nuisance beaver or nutria
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trapped or shot outside open trapping season cannot be pelted or 
sold. A trapping license is required to possess, sell or pelt 
nuisance beavers or nutria taken during open trapping season. 
Squirrels found destroying commercial crops of pecans may be taken 
year-round by permit issued by the Department. This permit shall 
be valid for 30 days from the date of issuance. Contact the local 
region office for details.

7. Threatened and endangered species - Louisiana black 
bear, Louisiana pearl shell (mussel) , sea turtles, gopher tortoise, 
ringed sawback turtle, brown pelican, bald eagle, peregrine falcon, 
whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, piping plover, interior least tern, 
ivory-billed woodpecker, red-cockaded woodpecker, Bachman's 
warbler, West Indian manatee, Florida panther, pallid sturgeon. 
Gulf sturgeon, Attwater's greater prairie chicken, whales and red 
wolf. Taking or harassment of any of these species is a violation 
of state and federal laws.

8. Unregulated quadrupeds. Holders of a legal hunting 
license may take coyotes, unmarked hogs where legal, and armadillos 
year round during legal daylight shooting hours. The running of 
coyotes with dogs is prohibited in all turkey hunting areas during 
the open turkey season. Coyote hunting is restricted to "chase 
only" during still hunting segments of the firearm and archery only 
season for deer. Foxes and bobcats are protected quadrupeds and 
may be taken only by licensed trappers during the trapping season. 
Remainder of the year "chase only" permitted by licensed hunters.

9. Hunting and/or discharging firearms on public roads. 
Hunting, standing, loitering or shooting game quadrupeds or game 
birds with a gun during open season while on a public highway or 
public road right-of-way is prohibited. Hunting or the discharge 
of firearms on roads or highways located on public levees or within 
100 feet from the centerline of such levee roads or highways is 
prohibited. Spot lighting or shining from public roads is 
prohibited by state law. Hunting from all public roads and rights- 
of-way is prohibited and these provisions will be strictly 
enforced.

10. Tags. Any part of the deer or wild turkey divided 
shall have affixed thereto the name, date, address and big game 
license number of the person killing the deer or wild turkey and 
the sex of that animal. This information shall be legibly written 
in pen or pencil, on any piece of paper or cardboard or any 
material, which is attached or secured to or enclosing the part or
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parts. On lands enrolled in DMAP, deer management assistance tags 
must be attached and locked through the hock of antlerless deer, 
(including those taken with bow and muzzleloader and those 
antlerless deer taken on either-sex days) in a manner that it 
cannot be removed, before the deer is moved from the site of the 
kill.

11. Sex identification. Positive evidence of sex 
identification, including the head, shall remain on any deer taken 
or killed within the State of Louisiana, or on all turkeys taken or 
killed during any special gobbler season when killing of turkey 
hens is prohibited, so long as such deer or turkey is kept in camp 
or field, or is en route to the domicile of its possessor, or until 
such deer or turkey has been stored at the domicile of its 
possessor or divided at a cold storage facility and has become 
identifiable as food rather than as wild game.

E . General Deer Hunting Regulations

1. One antlered and one antlerless (when legal on 
private lands) deer per day EXCEPT on Wildlife Management Areas, 
Federal Refuges and National Forest Lands where the daily limit 
shall be one deer per day. Six per season (all segments included) 
by all methods of take.

2. A legal buck is a deer with visible antler of 
hardened bony material, broken naturally through the skin. Killing 
bucks without at least one visible antler as described above and 
killing does is prohibited except where specifically allowed.

3. Deer hunting restricted to legal bucks only, except 
where otherwise allowed.

4. Either-sex deer is defined as male or female deer. 
Taking or possessing spotted fawns is prohibited.

5. It is illegal to hunt or shoot deer with firearms 
smaller than .22 caliber centerfire or a shotgun loaded with 
anything other than buckshot or rifled slug. Handguns may be used 
for hunting.

6. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft, 
participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or 
from automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited.
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7. Still hunting is defined as stalking or stationary 
stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, driving or 
hunting deer with dogs or moving vehicles, including ATVs, when or 
where a still hunting season or area is designated, is prohibited 
and will be strictly enforced. The training of deer dogs is 
prohibited in all still hunting areas during the gun still hunting 
and archery only season. Deer hunting with dogs is allowed in all 
other areas having open deer seasons that are not specifically 
designated as still hunting only. Use of dogs to trail wounded 
deer is expressly prohibited in still hunting areas.

8. Areas not specifically designated as open are
closed.

9. Muzzleloader Segment: (Special license and 
muzzleloader firearms specifications apply only to the special 
state, WMA, National Forest and Preserves, and Federal Refuge 
seasons.) Still hunt only. Specific WMAs will also be open, 
check WMA schedule for specific details. Muzzleloader license 
required for resident hunters between the ages of 16 and 59 
inclusive and non-residents 16 years of age and older. Either sex 
deer may be taken in all deer hunting areas EXCEPT Area 5 and as 
specified on Public Areas. It is unlawful to carry a gun, 
including those powered by air or other means, while hunting during 
the special muzzleloader segment. Except, it is lawful to carry a 
.22 caliber rimfire pistol loaded with #12 shot (ratshot only).

a. Legal Muzzleloader Firearms For Special Season: 
Rifles or pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or 
smaller, all of which must load exclusively from the muzzle or cap 
and ball cylinder, use black powder or approved substitute only, 
take ball or bullet projectile only, including saboted bullets and 
be fitted only with iron sights or non-magnifying scopes EXCEPT 
persons 60 years of age or older may use magnified scopes. This 
includes those muzzleloaders known as "inline" muzzleloaders.

10. Archery Segment: Consult regulations pamphlet. WMA 
seasons are the same as outside except as noted below. Archery 
license required for resident bow hunters between the ages of 16 
and 59 inclusive and non-residents 16 years of age and older. 
Residents 60 years of age and older may use a crossbow without a 
special permit or license. Either sex deer may be taken in all 
areas open for deer hunting EXCEPT when a bucks only season is in 
progress for gun hunting, archer's must conform to the bucks only 
regulations. Either sex deer may be taken on WMAs at anytime
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during archery season EXCEPT when bucks only seasons are in 
progress on the respective WMA. Also, archery season restricted on 
Atchafalaya Delta, Salvador, Pass-a-Loutre and Point-au-Chien WMAs 
(SEE SCHEDULE).

a.. Bow and arrow regulations: Hunting arrows for 
deer must have well-sharpened metal broadhead blades not less than 
7/8 inch in width. Bow and arrow fishermen must have a sport 
fishing license and not carry any arrows with broadhead points 
unless a big game season is in progress.

i. It is unlawful:

(a) . to carry a gun, including those 
powered by air or other means, while hunting with bow and arrow 
during the special bow and arrow deer season EXCEPT it is lawful to 
carry a .22 caliber rimfire pistol loaded with #12 shot (ratshot) 
only.

(b) . to have in possession or use any 
poisoned or drugged arrow, arrows with explosive tips, or any bow 
drawn, held or released by mechanical means except that hand held 
releases are lawful.

less than 30 pounds.
(c). to hunt deer with a bow having a pull

(d). to hunt with a bow or crossbow fitted 
with an infrared or laser sight.

11. Hunter orange. Any person hunting deer shall 
display on his head, chest and/or back a total of not less than 400 
square inches of "HUNTER ORANGE" during the open deer gun season 
including muzzleloader season. Persons hunting on privately owned, 
legally posted land may wear a cap or a hat that is completely 
covered with hunter orange material in lieu of the 400 square 
inches. These provisions shall not apply to persons hunting deer 
from elevated stands on property that is privately owned and 
legally posted or to archery deer hunters hunting on legally posted 
lands where firearm hunting is not allowed by agreement of the 
landowner or lessee. WARNING: DEER HUNTERS ARE CAUTIONED TO WATCH 
FOR PERSONS HUNTING OTHER GAME OR ENGAGED IN ACTIVITIES NOT 
REQUIRING "HUNTER ORANGE".

20



12. Special handicapped either-sex deer season on 
private land. See regulations pamphlet for dates. Restricted to 
individuals with Physically Challenged Hunter Permit.

13. Special Youth Deer Hunt. See regulations pamphlet
for dates.

F. Description of Areas 

1. Area 1

a. All of the following parishes are open: 
Catahoula, East Feliciana, St. Helena, Concordia, Franklin, Tensas, 
East Baton Rouge, Madison, Washington.

open:
b. Portions of the following parishes are also

i. Avoyelles - North of La. 1.

ii. Catahoula - All EXCEPT that portion lying 
north and east of the Ouachita River to the Boeuf River. West of 
Boeuf River north to Franklin parish line.

8 .

iii. Grant - East of U.S. 165 and south of La.

iv. LaSalle - Portion south of La. 8 - from 
Little River eastward to La. 127 in Jena, east of La. 127 from Jena 
northward to U.S. 165, east of U.S. 165 from La. 127 northward to 
Caldwell Parish line.

v. Livingston - North of 1-12.

v i . Rapides - East of U.S. 165 and north of
Red River.

vii. St. Tammany - All EXCEPT that portion 
south of 1-12, west of Hwy. 1077 to La. 22, south of La. 22 to 
Tchefuncte River, west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake 
Pontchartrain.

viii. Tangipahoa - North of 1-12 .
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ix. West Feliciana - All EXCEPT that portion 
known as Raccourci and Turnbull Island.

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the 
following parishes:

i . Avoyelles - That portion surrounding Pomme 
de Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east, and south by La. 451 and 
on the west by the Big Bend Levee from its junction at the Bayou 
des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville, southward to its 
juncture with La. 451.

ii. Catahoula - South of Deer Creek to Boeuf 
River, east of Boeuf and Ouachita Rivers to La. 8 at Harrisonburg, 
west of La. 8 to La. 913, west of La. 913 and La. 15 to Deer Creek.

' iii. East Feliciana and East Baton Rouge - East 
of Thompson Creek from the Mississippi line to La. 10. North of 
La. 10 from Thompson Creek to La. 67 at Clinton, west of La. 67 
from Clinton to Mississippi line. South of Mississippi line from 
La. 67 to Thompson Creek. Also that portion of East Baton Rouge 
Parish east of La. 67 from La. 64 north to Parish Line, south of 
Parish Line from La. 64 eastward to Amite River. West of Amite 
River southward to La. 64, north of La. 64 to La. 37 at Magnolia, 
east of La. 37 northward to La. 64 at Indian Mound, north of La. 64 
from Indian Mound to La. 67. Also, that portion of East Feliciana 
Parish east of La. 67 from parish line north to La. 959, south of 
La. 959 east to La. 63, west of La. 63 to Amite River, west of 
Amite River, southward to parish line, north of parish line 
westward to La. 67.

iv. Franklin - All

v. St. Helena - North of La. 16 from Tickfaw 
River at Montpelier westward to La. 449, east and south of La. 449 
from La. 16 at Pine Grove northward to La. 1045, south of La. 1045 
from its junction with La. 449 eastward to the Tickfaw River, west 
of the Tickfaw River from La. 1045 southward to La. 16 at 
Montpelier.

v i . Tangipahoa - That portion of Tangipahoa 
Parish north of La. 10 from the Tchefuncte River to La. 1061 at 
Wilmer, east of La. 1061 to La. 440 at Bolivar, south of La. 440 to 
the Tchefuncte River, west of the Tchefuncte River ' from La. 440 
southward to La. 10.
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vii. Washington and St. Tammany - East of La. 
21 from the Mississippi line southward to the Bogue Chitto River, 
north of the Bogue Chitto River from La. 21 eastward to the Pearl 
River Navigation Canal, east of the Pearl River Navigation Canal 
southward to the West Pearl River, north of the West Pearl River 
from the Pearl River Navigation Canal to Holmes Bayou, west of 
Holmes Bayou from the West Pearl River northward to the Pearl 
River, west of the Pearl River from Holmes Bayou northward to the 
Mississippi line, south of the Mississippi line from the Pearl 
River westward to La. 21. Also that portion of St. Tammany Parish 
north of La. 22 from U.S. 190 to La. 1077, east of La. 1077 
northward to junction with U.S. 190, south and west of U.S. 190 
from La. 1077 to junction with La. 22. Also, that portion of 
Washington Parish south of La. 10 from the Tchefuncte River, 
eastward to the Bogue Chitto River, west of the Bogue Chitto River 
from La. 10 southward to St. Tammany Parish. Also that portion of 
Washington Parish west of La. .25 from the Mississippi state line 
southward to La. 38, then west to the Tangipahoa parish line, north 
along the parish line to the Mississippi state line then east to 
La.25.

viii. West Feliciana - West of Thompson Creek 
to Illinois-Central Railroad, north of Illinois-Central Railroad to 
Parish Road #7, east of Parish Road #7 to the junction of U.S. 61 
and La. 966, east of La. 966 from U.S. 61 to Chaney Creek, south of 
Chaney Creek to Thompson Creek.

2. Area 2

a. All of the following parishes are open:

i. Bienville, Jackson, Union, Bossier, 
Lincoln, Webster, Caddo, Caldwell, Natchitoches, Winn, Claiborne, 
Red River, DeSoto, Sabine.

ii. EXCEPT: Kisatchie National Forest which 
has special regulations. Caney, Corney, Middlefork tracts of 
Kisatchie have the same regulations as Area 2, EXCEPT still hunting 
only for deer and EXCEPT National Forest Land within the Evangeline 
Unit, Calcasieu Ranger District described in Area 2 description 
shall be still hunting only.

open:
b. Portions of the following parishes are also
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i . Allen - North of U.S. 190 east of Reeves
and east of La. 113.

ii. Avoyelles - That portion west of 1-49.

iii. Beauregard - East of La. 113. Also, west 
of La. 27 north to DeRidder and south and east of U.S. 190 west of 
DeRidder to Texas line.

iv. Calcasieu - West of La. 27 north of 
Sulphur and north of U.S. 90 from Sulphur to Texas line.

v. Catahoula - That portion lying north and 
east of the Ouachita River to the Boeuf River. West of Boeuf River 
north to Franklin parish line.

vi. Evangeline - All EXCEPT the following 
portions: east of 1-49 to junction of La. 29, east of La. 29 south 
of 1-49 to Ville Platte, and north of U.S. 167 east of Ville 
Platte.

vii. Grant - All EXCEPT that portion south of 
La. 8 and east of U.S. 165.

viii. Jefferson Davis - North of U.S. 190.

ix. LaSalle - All EXCEPT south of La. 8 from 
Little River eastward to La. 127 in Jena, east of La. 127 from. Jena 
northward to U.S. 165, east of U.S. 165 from La. 127 northward to 
Caldwell Parish line.

x. Morehouse - West of U.S. 165 (from 
Arkansas line) to Bonita, north and west of La. 140 to junction of 
La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, west of 
La. 139 to junction of La. 593, west and south of La. 593 to 
Collinston, west of La. 138 to junction of La. 134 and north of La. 
134 to Ouachita line.

xi. Ouachita - All EXCEPT south of U.S. 80 and 
east of Ouachita River, east of La. 139 from Sicard to junction of 
La. 134, south of La. 134 to Morehouse line.

xii. Rapides - All EXCEPT north of Red River 
and east of U.S. 165. South of La. 465 to junction of La. 121, 
west of La. 121 and La. 113 to Union Hill, and north of La. 113
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from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line, and that portion south of 
Alexandria between Red River and U.S. 167 to junction of U.S. 167 
with 1-49 at Turkey Creek exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish 
line.

xiii. Vernon - East and south of La. 113, north 
and east of La. 465, west of La. 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville, 
and north of La. 8 from Leesville to Texas line.

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the 
following parishes:

i. Claiborne and Webster - Caney, Corney and 
Middlefork tracts of Kisatchie National Forest. (See Kisatchie 
National Forest Regulations).

ii. Ouachita - East of Ouachita River.

iii. Rapides - West of U.S. 167 from Alexandria 
southward to 1-49 at Turkey Creek Exit, west of 1-49 southward to 
Parish Line, north of Parish Line westward to U.S. 165, east of 
U.S. 165 northward to U.S. 167 at Alexandria. North of La. 465 
from Vernon Parish line to La. 121, west of La. 121 to 1-49, west 
of 1-49 to La. 8, south and east of La. 8 to La. 118 (Mora Road), 
south and west of La. 118 to Natchitoches Parish line.

iv. Vernon - East of Mora-Hutton Road from 
Natchitoches Parish line to Hillman Loop Road, south and east of 
Hillman Loop Road to Comrade Road, south of Comrade Road to La. 
465, east and north of La. 465 to Rapides Parish line.

3. Area 3

a. All of Acadia, Cameron and Vermilion Parishes
are open.

open:
b . Portions of the following parishes are also

113.
i. Allen - South of U.S. 190 and west of La.

ii. Beauregard - West of La. 113. ALSO east 
of La. 27 north to DeRidder and north and west of U.S. 190 west of 
DeRidder to Texas line.

25



iii. Calcasieu - East of La. 27 north of 
Sulphur and south of U.S. 90 from Sulphur to Texas line.

14 .
iv. Iberia - West of U.S. 90 and north of La.

190 .
v. Jefferson Davis - All EXCEPT north of U.S.

v i . Lafayette - West of 1-49 and U.S. 90.

vii. Rapides - South of La. 465 to junction of 
La. 121, west of La. 121 and La. 112 to Union Hill and north of La. 
113 from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line.

viii. St. Landry - West of U.S. 167.

ix. Vernon - West and north of La. 113, south 
of La. 465, east of La. 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville, and south 
of La. 8 from Leesville to Texas line.

open.

4. Area 4

a. All of East Carroll and Richland parishes are

b . Portions of the following parishes are open:

i. Morehouse - East of U.S. 165 (from 
Arkansas line) to Bonita, south and east of La. 140 to junction of 
La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), east of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, east of 
La. 13 9 to junction of La. 593, east and north of La. 593 to 
Collinston, east of La. 138 to junction of La. 134 and south of La. 
134 to Ouachita line.

ii. Ouachita - South of U.S. 80 and east of 
Ouachita River, east of La. 139 from Sicard to junction of La. 134, 
south of La. 134 to Morehouse line.

5. Area 5

a. All of West Carroll Parish is open.

i. All deer hunting is for bucks only
including muzzleloader season.
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6 . Area 6

a. All of Orleans Parish is closed to all forms of
deer hunting.

b . All of the following parishes are open: 
Ascension, Plaquemines, St. John, Assumption, Pointe Coupee, St. 
Martin, Iberville, St. Bernard, Jefferson, St. Charles, Lafourche, 
St. James, West Baton Rouge.

c. Portions of the following parishes are also
open:

i .
portion east of 1-49.

Avoyelles - South of La. 1 and also that

ii. Evangeline - That portion east of 1-49 to
junction of La. 29, east of La. 29 south of 1-49 to Ville Platte 
and north of U.S. 167 east of Ville Platte.

iii. Iberia - East of U.S. 90.

iv. Lafayette - East of 1-49 and U.S. 90.

v . Livingston - South of 1-12.

vi . Rapides - South of Alexandria between Red
River and U.S. 167 to the junction of U.S. 167 with 1-49 at Turkey
Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish line.

vii. St. Landry - East of U.S. 167.

viii .. St. Mary - North of U.S. 90.

ix. St. Tammany - That portion south of 1-12,
west of Hwy. 1077 to La. 22, south of La. 22 to Tchefuncte River, 
west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake Pontchartrain.

x. Tangipahoa - South of 1-12.

x i . West Feliciana - West of Mississippi 
River, known as Raccourci and Turnbull Islands.

d. Still hunting only in all of the following
parishes:
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River
Plaquemines East of the Mississippii.

ii. Rapides - South of Alexandria between Red 
River and U.S. 167 to the junction of U.S. 167 with 1-49 at Turkey 
Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish line.

iii. St. Bernard - All of the parish shall be 
still hunting only EXCEPT that portion of St. Bernard known as the 
spoil area between the MRGO on the east and Access Canal on the 
west, south of Bayou Bienvenue and north of Bayou la Loutre.

iv. St. John - South of Pass Manchac from Lake 
Pontchartrain to U.S. 51, east of U.S. 51 from Pass Manchac to La. 
638 (Frenier Beach Road). North of La. 638 from U.S. 51 to Lake 
Pontchartrain. West of Lake Pontchartrain from La. 63 8 to Pass 
Manchac.

v. St. Landry - Those lands surrounding 
Thistlethwaite WMA bounded north and east by La. 359, west by La. 
10, and south by La. 103.

7. Area 7

a. The following parish is open: Terrebonne.

b. Portions of the following parishes are open: 
Iberia and St. Mary Parishes - South of La. 14 and west U.S.-Hwy. 
90.

G. Wildlife Management Area Regulations 

1. General

a. The following rules and regulations concerning 
the management, protection and harvest of wildlife have been 
officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission in accordance with the authority provided in Louisiana 
Revised Statutes of 1950, Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to 
comply with these regulations will subject individual to citation 
and/or expulsion from the management area.

b . Citizens are cautioned that by entering upon a 
WMA managed by the LDWF they may be subjecting themselves and/or
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their vehicles to game and/or license checks, inspections and 
searches.

c. Wildlife management area seasons may be altered 
or closed anytime by the Department Secretary in emergency 
situations (floods, fire or other critical circumstances).

d. Hunters may enter the WMA no earlier than 3:00
a.m. unless otherwise specified and on days when Daily permits are 
required. On days when Daily permits are required, permit stations 
will open 2 hours before legal shooting hours. Hunters must exit 
the WMA no later than two hours after sunset unless otherwise 
specified.

e . Lands within WMA boundaries will have the same 
seasons and regulations pertaining to baiting and use of dogs as 
the WMA within which the lands are enclosed; however, with respect 
to private lands enclosed within a WMA, the owner or lessee may 
elect to hunt according to the regular season dates applicable to 
the geographic area in which the lands are located, provided that 
the lands are first enrolled in DMAP. Interested parties should 
contact the nearest LDWF regional office for additional 
information.

f. Dumping garbage or trash on WMAs except in 
designated locations is prohibited.

g. Disorderly conduct or hunting under influence 
of alcoholic beverages, chemicals and other similar substances is 
prohibited.

h . Commercial activities prohibited without prior 
approval or unless otherwise specified.

i. Damage to or removal of trees, shrubs, hard 
mast (acorn, pecans, etc.) and wild plants is prohibited without 
prior approval. Gathering and/or removal of soft fruits and 
berries shall be limited to five gallons per person per day. 
Persons engaged in commercial activities must obtain a permit from 
the Region Office.

j . Burning of marshes is prohibited except by 
permit. Permits may be obtained from the Fur and Refuge Division.
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k . Nature trails. Access to trails shall be 
limited to pedestrians only. No vehicles, ATVs, horses, mules, 
bicycles, etc. allowed. Removal of vegetation (standing or down) 
or other natural material prohibited.

l. Deer seasons are for legal buck deer unless 
otherwise specified.

m. Small game, when listed under the WMA 
regulations, includes both resident game animals and game birds as 
well as migratory species of birds.

n. Oysters may not be harvested from any WMA, 
EXCEPT that oysters may be harvested from private oyster leases and 
State Seed Grounds located within a WMA, when authorized by the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and upon approval by the 
Department of Health and Hospitals.

2. Permits

a. Daily. Daily permits when required shall be 
obtained at permit stations on or near each WMA. Hunters must 
retain permit in possession while hunting. Hunters may enter the 
area no earlier than two hours before legal shooting time unless 
otherwise specified. Hunters must checkout daily and exit the area 
not later than two hours after sunset unless otherwise specified.

b. Self Clearing Permits. On WMAs where . Self 
Clearing Permits are required, all hunters must obtain a WMA Self 
Clearing Permit from an Information Station. The CHECK IN portion 
MUST be completed and put in a permit box BEFORE each day's hunt on 
the day of the hunt. The CHECK OUT portion must be carried by each 
hunter while hunting and MUST be completed and put in a permit box 
AFTER each day's hunt on the day of the hunt unless otherwise 
specified. A vehicle tag will also be associated with the Self 
Clearing Permit and must be displayed in the vehicle while on the 
WMA.

c. Wild Louisiana Stamp. Persons using WMAs or 
other department administered lands for purposes other than hunting 
and fishing, such as camping, shooting on rifle ranges, berry 
picking, hiking, photography, bird-watching and the like, shall be 
required to possess one of the following: a Wild Louisiana stamp, 
a valid Louisiana fishing license, or a valid Louisiana hunting
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license. Persons younger than 16 or older than 60 years of age are 
exempt from this requirement.

3. Special Seasons

a. Youth deer hunt. Only youths younger than 16 
years of age may hunt. All other seasons are closed EXCEPT 
Handicapped Seasons. Youths must possess a hunter safety 
certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety 
course. Each youth must be accompanied by one adult 18 years of 
age or older. Adults may not possess a firearm. Youths may 
possess only one firearm while hunting. Legal firearms are the 
same as described for deer hunting. The supervising adult shall 
maintain visual and voice contact with the youth at all times. An 
adult may supervise only one youth during this special hunt. 
Contact the appropriate region office for special check station 
locations when daily permits are required and maps of specific 
hunting areas. Either-sex deer may be taken on WMAs with youth 
hunts. Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering youth 
hunts.

b. Handicapped Season. For hunters possessing a 
Physically Challenged Hunter Permit only. Participants must 
possess a Physically Challenged Hunter Permit. Contact region 
office for permit application and map of specific hunting area. 
Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering Handicapped 
Seasons. Pointe-au-Chien will have an experimental Lottery 
Handicapped waterfowl hunt. Contact New Orleans Fur and Refuge 
Division for details.

c. Deer Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to those 
persons selected as a result of the pre-application lottery. 
Consult the regulations pamphlet for deadlines. A non-refundab1e 
application fee must be sent with application. Contact region 
offices for applications. Consult regulations pamphlet for WMAs 
offering lottery hunts.

d. Turkey Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to 
those persons selected by lottery. Consult the regulations 
pamphlet for deadlines. All turkeys must be reported at Self 
Clearing station. Contact Region Offices for more details. 
Consult separate Turkey Hunting Regulations pamphlet for WMAs 
offering lottery hunts.

e. Trapping. Permits to take fur bearers from 
WMAs may be obtained at appropriate offices when required. Consult
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Annual Trapping Regulations for specific dates. All traps must be 
run daily. Traps with teeth are illegal. On WMAs where permits 
are required, each trapper must submit an annual trapping report to 
the Region Office where his permit was obtained. Non-compliance 
will result in forfeiture of trapping privileges on the WMAs. 
Permits may be obtained only between hours of 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
on normal working days at region offices. Hunter orange required 
when a deer gun season is in progress. A permit is required to 
carry a firearm outside of the normal hunting season and is 
available at the Region Office.

f . Raccoon hunting. A licensed hunter may take 
raccoon or opossum, one per person per day, during daylight hours 
only, during the open rabbit season on WMAS. NIGHTTIME 
EXPERIMENTAL - Season dates for specific WMAS are for nighttime 
raccoon hunting and permits may be required. There will be no bag 
limit for raccoons at night unless specified in the annual 
regulations pamphlet. Raccoon hunters with dogs must submit an 
annual report of their kill to the region office for WMAs where 
permits are required. Non-compliance will result in forfeiture of 
raccoon or all hunting privileges on WMAs. Permits, when required, 
may be obtained at region offices only between hours of 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. on normal working days.

g . Commercial fishing. Permits are required of 
all commercial fishermen using Grassy Lake, Pomme de Terre and 
Spring Bayou WMAs. Drag seines (except minnow and bait seines) are 
prohibited EXCEPT experimental bait seines permitted on Dewey Wills 
WMA north of La. 28 in Diversion Canal. Commercial fishing is 
prohibited during regular waterfowl seasons on Grand Bay, Silver 
Lake and Lower Sunk Lake on Three Rivers WMA. Commercial fishing 
is prohibited on Salvador/Timken, Ouachita and Pointe-Au-Chien WMAs 
EXCEPT shrimping allowed on Pointe-Au-Chien in Cut Off Canal and 
Wonder Lake during daytime only. Non-compliance with permit 
regulations will result in revocation of commercial fishing 
privileges for the period the license is issued and one year there 
after. Commercial fishing is allowed on Pass-a-Loutre and 
Atchafalaya Delta WMAs. See Pass-a-Loutre for additional 
commercial fishing regulations on mullet.

h. Sport fishing. Sport fishing, crawfishing and 
frogging are permitted on WMAs when in compliance with current laws 
and regulations EXCEPT nighttime frogging prohibited on Salvador/ 
Timken and Pointe-Au-Chien.
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i. Additional Department Lands. The Department 
manages additional lands that are included in the WMA system and 
available for public recreation. Small tracts are located in 
Rapides, Vernon, Evangeline and St. Helena parishes. These small 
tracts have been acquired from the Farmers Home Administration or 
other sources for conservation purposes. Contact the appropriate 
Wildlife and Fisheries Region Office for specific information and 
any additional season dates.

4. Firearms

a. Firearms having live ammunition in the chamber, 
magazine, cylinder or clip when attached to firearms are not 
allowed in or on vehicles, boats under power, motorcycles, ATVs, 
ATCs or in camping areas on WMAS. Firearms may not be carried on 
any area before or after allowed hours except in authorized camping 
areas.

b . Firearms and bows and arrows are not allowed on 
WMAs during closed hunting seasons EXCEPT on designated shooting 
ranges or as allowed for trapping. Bows and broadhead arrows are 
not allowed on WMAs EXCEPT during deer archery season, turkey 
season or EXCEPT as allowed for bowfishing.

c. Encased or broken down firearms and any game 
harvested may be transported through the areas by the most direct 
route provided that no other route exists EXCEPT as specified under 
Wildlife Management Area listing.

d. Loaded firearms are not allowed near WMA check
stations.

e. Centerfire rifles and handguns, arms larger 
than .22 caliber rimfire, shotgun slugs or shot larger than BB lead 
or F steel shot cannot be carried onto any WMA EXCEPT during modern 
firearm deer season.

f . Target shooting and other forms of practice 
shooting are prohibited on WMAs EXCEPT as otherwise specified.

g. Discharging of firearms on or hunting from 
designated roads, ATV trails or their rights-of-way is prohibited 
during the modern firearm and muzzleloader deer season.

5. Methods of Taking Game
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a. Moving deer or hogs on a WMA with organized 
drivers and standers, drivers or making use of noises or noise
making devices is prohibited.

b . On Wildlife Management Areas, Federal Refuges 
and National Forest Lands where the daily limit shall be one deer 
per day, six per season (all segments included) by all methods of 
take.

c. Baiting or hunting over bait is prohibited on 
all WMAs (hogs included). Unmarked hogs may be taken on some WMAs 
by properly licensed hunters and only with guns or bow and arrow 
legal for specified seasons in progress. Consult the specific WMA 
for additional information. Proper licenses and permits are 
required for hunting.

d. Hunters who kill deer on WMAs that require 
daily permits must have deer checked at the check station on same 
day of kill.

e. Deer hunting on WMAs is restricted to still 
hunting only. No WMA will be open for deer during early still hunt 
season unless specified in the regulation pamphlet.

f . Construction of and/or hunting from permanent 
tree stands or permanent blinds on WMAs is prohibited. Any 
permanent stand or permanent blind will be removed and destroyed.

g. On Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges, all 
deer stands must be removed from the^area no later than two hours 
after the end of legal shooting hours each day. Hunting from 
utility poles, high tension power lines, oil and gas exploration 
facilities or platforms is prohibited.

h. A permanent blind is any blind using non
natural materials or having a frame which is not dismantled within 
two hours after the end of legal shooting hours each day. Blinds 
with frames of wood, plastic, metal, poles, wire, mesh, webbing or 
any materials may be used but must be removed from the WMA within 
two hours after sunset. Blinds made solely of natural vegetation 
may be left in place but cannot be used to reserve hunting 
locations. All decoys must be removed from the WMA daily.
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i. It is illegal to save or reserve hunting 
locations using permanent stands or blinds. Stands or blinds 
attached to trees with screws, nails, spikes, etc. are illegal.

j. Tree climbing spurs, spikes or screw-in steps 
are also prohibited.

k. Unattended decoys will be confiscated and 
forfeited to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and disposed 
of by the Department. This action is necessary to prevent 
preemption of hunting space.

l. Hunters shall not hunt, take or pursue birds or 
animals from moving vehicles on any WMA. No person shall take 
birds or animals from or by any motor boat or sail boat unless the 
motor has been completely shut off and/or the sail furled and its 
progress therefrom has ceased.

m. Spot lighting (shining) from vehicles is 
prohibited on all WMAS.

n. Horses and mules may be ridden on Wildlife 
Managements Areas except where prohibited and except during gun 
seasons for deer and turkey. Riding is restricted to designated 
roads and trails. Hunting and trapping from horses and mules is 
prohibited EXCEPT for quail hunting or as otherwise specified.

o. All hunters EXCEPT waterfowl hunters and-dove 
hunters (including archers and small game hunters) on WMAs must 
display 400 square inches of "Hunter Orange" and wear a "Hunter 
Orange" cap during open gun season for deer. Quail and woodcock 
hunters as well as hunters participating during special dog seasons 
for rabbit and squirrel are required to wear a minimum of a "Hunter 
Orange" cap. ALSO all non-hunters afield during hunting seasons 
are encouraged to display "Hunter Orange".

p. Archery season for deer. The archery season on 
WMAs is the same as outside and is open to either sex deer EXCEPT 
as otherwise specified on individual WMAS. Archery season 
restricted or closed on certain WMAs when special seasons for youth 
or handicapped hunters are in progress. Consult regulations 
pamphlet for specific seasons.

q. Either sex deer may be taken on WMAs at any 
time during archery season EXCEPT when bucks only seasons are in
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progress on the respective WMAs. Archers must abide by bucks only 
regulations and other restrictions when such seasons are in 
progress.

r. Muzzleloader season for deer. See WMA deer
schedule.

6 . Camping

a. Camping on WMAs, including trailers, 
houseboats, recreational vehicles and tents, is allowed only in 
designated areas and for a period not to exceed sixteen (16) 
consecutive days, regardless if the camp is attended or 
unattended. Houseboats shall not impede navigation. At the end of 
the 16 day period, camps must be removed from the area for at least 
48 hours. Camping area use limited exclusively to outdoor 
recreational activities.

b . Houseboats are prohibited from overnight 
mooring within WMAs EXCEPT on stream banks adjacent to Department- 
owned designated camping areas. Overnight mooring of vessels that 
provide lodging for hire are prohibited on WMAs. On Atchafalaya 
Delta WMA and Pa s s-a-Lout re, houseboats may be moored in specially 
designated areas throughout the hunting season. At all other times 
of the year, mooring period is limited to a period not to exceed 
sixteen (16) consecutive days. Permits are required for camping 
and overnight mooring of houseboats on Pass-a-Loutre. Houseboat 
mooring permits are required for Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife 
Management Area. Permits may be obtained from headquarters on 
respective WMAs or from the New Iberia office for Atchafalaya Delta 
WMA.

c. Anyone camping on WMAs is required to have an 
operational waste disposal system attached to the camper, trailer, 
houseboat or other unit or a portable waste disposal unit to remove 
all human waste upon leaving the WMA camping area. Discharge of 
human waste on a WMA is prohibited. Additionally it is against 
both Federal and State law to discharge human waste into the 
wa t erways of Louisiana.

boats.
d. No refuse or garbage may be dumped from these

e. Firearms may not be kept loaded or discharged 
in a camping area.
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f . Campsites must be cleaned by occupants prior to 
leaving and all refuse placed in designated locations when provided 
or carried off by campers.

g . Non-compliance with camping regulations will 
subject occupant to immediate expulsion and/or citation, including 
restitution for damages.

h. Swimming prohibited within 100 yards of boat 
launching ramps.

7. Restricted Areas

a. All oil and gas production facilities (wells, 
pumping stations and storage facilities) are off limits.

b . No unauthorized entry or hunting in restricted 
areas or refuges.

8. Dogs. All use of dogs on WMAs, EXCEPT for bird 
hunting and duck hunting, is EXPERIMENTAL as required by law. 
EXCEPT for nighttime experimental raccoon hunting, squirrel 
hunting, rabbit hunting, bird hunting, duck hunting and bird dog 
training when allowed, having or using dogs on any WMA is 
prohibited. Dogs running at large are prohibited on WMAS. The 
owner or handler of said dogs shall be held liable. Only 
recognizable breeds of bird dogs and retrievers are allowed for 
quail and migratory bird hunting. Only beagle hounds which do not 
exceed 15 inches at the front shoulders and which have recognizable 
characteristics of the breed may be used on WMAs having 
experimental rabbit seasons.

9. Vehicles

a. Vehicles having wheels with a wheel-tire 
combination having a radius of 17 inches or more from the center of 
the hub (measured horizontal to ground) are prohibited.

b . The testing, racing, speeding or unusual 
maneuvering of any type of vehicle is prohibited within wildlife 
management areas due to property damages resulting in high 
maintenance costs, disturbance of wildlife and destruction of 
forest reproduction.
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c. Tractor implement tires with farm tread designs 
Rl, R2 and R4 known commonly as spade or lug grip types are 
prohibited on all vehicles. ATV tires are restricted to those with 
maximum allowable tire pressure of 5 psi, as indicated on the tire 
by the manufacturer.

d. Airboats, aircraft, personal water craft and 
hover craft are prohibited on all WMAs and Refuges. Personal water 
craft are defined as a vessel which uses an inboard motor powering 
a water jet pump as its primary source of propulsion and is 
designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing or kneeling 
on the vessel rather than in the conventional manner of sitting or 
standing inside the vessel. Personal water craft allowed on 
designated areas of Alexandria State Forest WMA.

e. No internal combustion engines allowed in 
certain Greentree reservoir.

f . Driving or parking vehicles on food or cover 
plots and strips is prohibited.

g. Blocking the entrance to roads and trails is
prohibited.

h. Motorized vehicles, including ATVs, ATCs and 
motorcycles, are restricted entirely to designated roads and ATV 
trails as indicated on WMA maps, except on Atchafalaya Delta WMA 
where ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles are prohibited. WMA .maps 
available at all region offices. This restriction does not apply 
to bicycles.

i. Use of special ATV trails for handicapped 
persons restricted to special ATV handicapped permittees. 
Handicapped ATV permittees restricted to handicapped ATV trails or 
other ATV trails only as indicated on WMA maps. Persons 70 years 
of age and older, with proof of age, are also allowed to use 
special handicapped trails and need not obtain a permit. However, 
these persons must abide by all rules in place for these trails. 
Handicapped persons should make application for a Physically 
Challenged Hunter Program Permit with the Department.

j . Entrances to ATV trails will be marked with 
peach colored paint. Entrances to handicapped-only ATV trails will 
be marked with blue colored paint. Routes of all trails are as

38



indicated on WMA maps. Deviation from the trails indicated on the 
map constitutes a violation of WMA. rules and regulations.

k . Roads and trails may be closed due to poor 
condition or construction.

l. ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles cannot be left 
overnight on WMAs EXCEPT on designated camping areas. ATVs are 
prohibited from two hours after sunset to 3:00 AM. All roads 
including trails and roads designated as ATV trails shall be closed 
from March 1 through August 31 unless otherwise specified. Certain 
trails may be open during this time period to provide access for 
fishing or other purposes. These trails will be marked by signs at 
the entrance of the trail.

m. CAUTION: Many Department-maintained roadways 
on WMAs are unimproved and substandard. A maximum 2 0 mph speed 
limit is recommended for all land vehicles using these roads.

10. Wildlife Management Areas Basic Season Structure. 
For season dates, bag limits, shooting hours, special seasons and 
other information consult the annual regulations pamphlet for 
specific details.

11. Resident Small Game (squirrel, rabbit, quail, dove, 
woodcock, snipe, rail and gallinule). Consult regulations 
pamphlet.

12. Waterfowl (ducks, geese and coots). Consult 
regulations pamphlet.

13. Archery. Consult regulations pamphlet.

14. Hogs. Consult regulations pamphlet.

15. Outlaw Quadrupeds and Birds. Consult regulations
pamphlet.

16. Wildlife Management Areas Hunting Schedule and 
Regulations:

a. Alexander State Forest. Vehicles restricted to 
paved and graveled roads. No parking on or fishing or swimming 
from bridges. No open fires EXCEPT in recreation areas.
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b . Atchafalaya Delta. Water control structures 
are not to be tampered with or altered by anyone other than 
employees of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at any time. 
ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited.

c. Attakapas. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

d. Bayou Macon. All night activities prohibited 
except as otherwise provided. Mules are allowed for nighttime 
raccoon hunting.

e. Bayou Pierre. No ATVs or ATCs allowed on the 
area. Motorized vehicles are allowed only on parish roads and 
roads marked on WMA map.

f. Bens Creek. All motorized vehicles restricted 
to designated roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated 
roads. No hunting in restricted areas. (See WMA Map). Horses and 
mules are specifically prohibited during gun seasons for deer and 
during the spring turkey season.

g. Big Colewa Bayou. ATVs restricted to 
designated trails. Refer to WMA map for location of designated 
trails. All other motorized vehicles prohibited. All nighttime 
activities prohibited.

h . Big Lake. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

i. Biloxi

j . Bodcau

k. Boeuf. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

l. Boise-Vernon. Road travel and hunting 
restrictions: All motorized vehicles restricted to designated 
roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated roads. Hunting 
prohibited on roads designated for motorized vehicle travel.

m. Buckhorn. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

n. Camp Beauregard. Daily military clearance 
required for all recreational users. Registration for use of Self 
Clearing Permit required once per year. Free-ranging livestock
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prohibited. All game harvested must be reported. Retriever 
training allowed on selected portions of the WMA.

o. Dewey W. Wills. Crawfish: 100 pounds per
person per day. Roads may be closed during wet weather conditions.

p. Elm Hall. No ATVs allowed.

q. Fort Polk. Daily military clearance required 
to hunt or trap. Registration for use of Self Clearing Permit 
required once per year. Special regulations apply to ATV users.

r. Georgia-Pacific. EXCEPT as otherwise provided, 
all nighttime activities prohibited.

s. Grassy Lake. Commercial Fishing: Permitted 
EXCEPT on Smith Bay, Red River Bay and Grassy Lake proper on 
Saturday and Sunday and during waterfowl season. Permits available 
from area supervisor at Spring Bayou headquarters or Opelousas 
Region Office. Free-ranging livestock prohibited. No hunting in 
restricted area.

t . Jackson-Bienville. ATVs are allowed on non
public maintained gravel roads and timber management roads and 
trails. However, all ATVs/ATCs prohibited March 1 through 
September 15.

u. Joyce. Swamp Walk: Adhere to all WMA rules and 
regulations. No firearms or hunting allowed within 100 yards of 
walkways. Check hunting schedule and use walkway at your own risk.

v. Lake Boeuf

w. Lake Ramsay. Foot traffic only - all vehicles 
restricted to Parish Roads.

x. Little River. Roads may be closed during wet
conditions.

y . boggy Bayou

z. Manchac. Crabs: No crab traps allowed.
Attended lift nets are allowed.
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aa. Ouachita. Waterfowl Refuge: North of La. Hwy. 
15 closed to all hunting, fishing and trapping during waterfowl 
season. Crawfish: 100 pounds per person per day limit. Night 
crawfishing prohibited. No traps or nets left overnight. 
Commercial Fishing: Closed. All nighttime activities prohibited 
except as otherwise provided.

ab. Pass-a-Loutre. Commercial Fishing: Same as 
outside. Commercial mullet fishing open only in: South Pass, Pass- 
a-Loutre, North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, Dennis Pass, 
Johnson Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Viveats Pass, 
Cognevich Pass, Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, Garden Island Bay and 
Northshore Bay, East Bay (west of barrier islands) and oil and gas 
canals as described on the Department Pass-a-Loutre WMA map. ATVS, 
ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

ac. Pearl River. All roads closed 8 p.m. to 4:30 
a.m. to all vehicles. Old Hwy. 11 will be closed when river gauge 
at Pearl River, Louisiana, reaches 16.5 feet. All hunting will be 
closed when the river stage at Pearl River reaches 16.5 feet except 
waterfowl hunting south of Hwy. 90. No hunting in the vicinity of 
Nature Trail. Observe "No Hunting" signs. Rifle range open noon 
until 4 p.m. Friday, and 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
with a fee.

ad. Reason Ridge. Daily military clearance 
required to hunt or trap. Registration for use of Self Clearing 
Permit required once per year. Special federal regulations apply 
to ATV users.

ae. Pointe-au-Chien. Hunting until 12 noon on ALL 
GAME, EXCEPT for DOVE hunting as specified in regulation pamphlet. 
Point Farm: Gate will be open during opening weekend of the second 
split of dove season and all weekends during month of February. No 
motorized vessels allowed in the drainage ditches. Recreational 
Fishing: Shrimp may be taken by the use of cast nets only. During 
the inside open shrimp season, 25 pounds per boat per day (heads 
on) shall be allowed. Size count to conform with open season 
requirements. During the inside closed season, 10 pounds per boat 
per day (heads on) may be taken for bait. Fish may be taken by rod 
and reel or hand lines for recreational purposes only. Crabs may 
be taken through the use of hand lines or nets; however, none are 
to remain set overnight. Twelve dozen crabs are allowed per boat 
or vehicle per day. Crawfish may be harvested in unrestricted 
portions of the wildlife management area and shall be limited to
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100 pounds per boat or group. Fishing gear used to catch crawfish 
shall not remain set overnight. The harvest of all fish, shrimp, 
crabs and crawfish are for recreational purposes only and any 
commercial use is prohibited. Mudboats or vessels with engines 
larger than 25 h.p. prohibited in the Montegut and Grand Bayou 
marsh management units. Public is allowed to travel anytime 
through the WMA for access purposes only, in the waterways known as 
Grand Bayou, Humble Canal, Little Bayou Blue and Grand Bayou Blue. 
Vehicles prohibited on Point Farm properties unless authorized by 
the department. ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this 
area.

af. Pomme de Terre. Commercial Fishing: allowed 
Monday through Friday, EXCEPT closed during duck season. 
Commercial Fishing permits available from area supervisor, 
Opelousas Region Office or Spring Bayou headquarters. Sport 
Fishing: Same as outside EXCEPT allowed after 2 p.m. only during 
waterfowl season. Crawfish: April 1 - July 31, 100 lbs. per person 
per day limit. No traps or nets left overnight. Free-ranging 
livestock prohibited.

ag. Red River. Free-ranging livestock prohibited. 
Crawfishing prohibited on Wetland Restoration Areas.

ah. Russell Sage. Transporting trash or garbage on 
WMA roads is prohibited. All nighttime activities prohibited 
except as otherwise provided. NOTE: All season dates on Chauvin 
Tract (U.S. 165 North) same as outside, EXCEPT still hunt only and 
EXCEPT deer hunting restricted to archery only. Waterfowl hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited. All vehicles including ATVs prohibited.

ai. Sabine

aj. Sabine Island. Sabine Island boundaries are 
Sabine River on the west, Cut-Off Bayou on the north, and Old River 
and Big Bayou on the south and east.

ak. Salvador/Timken. Hunting until 12 noon only 
for all game. All nighttime activities prohibited, including 
frogging. Recreational Fishing: Shrimp may be taken by the use of 
cast nets only. During the inside open shrimp season, 25 pounds 
per boat per day (heads on) shall be allowed. Size count to 
conform with open season requirements. During the inside closed 
season, 10 pounds per boat per day (heads on) may " be taken for 
bait. Fish may be taken by rod and reel or hand lines for

43



recreational purposes only. Crabs may be taken through the use of 
hand lines or nets; however, none of the lines are to remain set 
overnight. Twelve dozen crabs maximum are allowed per boat or 
vehicle per day. Crawfish may be harvested in unrestricted 
portions of the wildlife management area and shall be limited to 
100 pounds per boat or group. Fishing gear used to catch crawfish 
shall not remain set overnight. The harvest of all fish, shrimp, 
crabs and crawfish are for recreational purposes only and any 
commercial use is prohibited. Boats powered by internal combustion 
engines having horsepower ratings above 25 H.P. are allowed only in 
oil company access canals, Louisiana Cypress Canal, the Netherlands 
Pond including the West Canal, Lakes - "Bale Des Chactas" and "Bale 
du Cabanage" and the Rathborne Access ditch. Operation of the 
above described internal combustion engines in interior ditches is 
prohibited EXCEPT by experimental permit to be obtained from the 
New Orleans Office, Fur and Refuge Division, Room 217. Pulling 
boats over levees, dams or water control structures or any other 
activities which cause detriment to the integrity of levees, dams 
and water control structures is prohibited. Special Use Permits 
may be issued for persons interested in clearing existing ditches 
(trenasses). Permits will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
Contact New Orleans Region Office-Fur and Refuge Division. ATVS, 
ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

al. Sandy Hollow. Bird Dog Training: Consult 
regulation pamphlet. Wild birds only (use of pen-raised birds 
prohibited). Bird Dog Field Trials: Permit required from Baton 
Rouge Region Office. Horseback Riding: Organized trail rides 
prohibited. Horses and mules are specifically prohibited during 
turkey and gun season for deer EXCEPT as allowed for bird dog field 
trials. No horses and mules on green planted areas. No motorized 
vehicles allowed off designated roads. Free-ranging livestock 
prohibited.

am. Sherburne. Crawfishing: permits required, for 
South Farms from Area Headquarters. Free-ranging livestock 
prohibited. Retriever training allowed on selected portions of the 
WMA. Contact the Region Office for specific details. Vehicular 
traffic prohibited on east Atchafalaya River Basin levee road 
within Sherburne WMA boundaries. Rifle and Pistol Range open 
daily. Skeet ranges open by appointment only, contact Hunter 
Education Office. No trespassing in restricted area behind ranges. 
Note: Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge, and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers land holdings adjacent to the Sherburne Wildlife 
Management Area will have the same rules and regulations as
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Sherburne WMA. No hunting or trapping in restricted area. No 
commercial activity on ANWR, except trapping.

an. Sicily Island Hills. Firearms and any game 
harvested cannot be transported through the area except during the 
corresponding open season on area. Free-ranging livestock 
prohibited.

ao. Soda Lake. Entire area is walk-in only - no 
motorized vehicles allowed. Access into the area is allowed only 
from south end of the area off of Hwy. 173 at Twelve Mile Bayou. 
All trapping and hunting prohibited EXCEPT archery hunting for 
deer.

ap. Spring Bayou. Commercial Fishing: allowed 
Monday through Friday EXCEPT slat traps and hoop nets allowed any 
day. Permits available from area supervisor or Opelousas Region 
Office. Closed until after 2 p.m. during waterfowl season. Sport 
Fishing: Same as outside EXCEPT allowed only after 2 p.m. during 
waterfowl season. Crawfish: 100 lbs. per person per day limit. 
Permit required from area supervisor. No hunting allowed in 
headquarters area. Only overnight campers allowed in the improved 
Boggy Bayou Camping area. Rules and regulations posted at camp 
site. A fee is assessed for use of this camp site. Water skiing 
allowed only in Old River and Grand Lac.

aq. Thistlethwaite. No hunting or trapping in 
restricted area (See WMA Map). All motorized vehicles restricted 
to improved roads only. All users must enter and leave through 
main gate only. No entry into restricted areas.

ar. Three Rivers. Free-ranging livestock 
prohibited in area.

as. Tunica Hills. All vehicles restricted to 
Parish roads. ATV's restricted to designated trails. Driving on 
food plots prohibited. Access to restricted areas is unauthorized. 
Refer to WMA map. Camping prohibited on area. North of Highway 66 
(Angola Tract) closed to the general public March 1 - September 30 
EXCEPT spring turkey hunting access allowed for those individuals 
drawn for special lottery hunt.

at. Union. All nighttime activities prohibited 
except as otherwise provided.
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au. West Bay. Road Travel and Hunting 
Restrictions: All motorized vehicles restricted to designated 
roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated roads. Hunting 
prohibited on roads designated for motorized vehicular travel.

av. Wisner

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115 and 
'R .S . 56:116.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:1279 (July 
1999), amended LR 26: .

Public hearings will be held at regularly scheduled Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission Meetings from April through July. 
Additionally interested persons may submit written comments 
relative to the proposed rule until May 19, 2000 to Mr. Tommy 
Prickett, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000.

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.
Chairman

Presentation of Alligator Task Force Report and Notice of 
Intent - Alligator Regulations was handled by Mr. Phil Bowman. 
House Concurrent Resolution 153 from the 1999 Regular Session 
established an Alligator Task Force to look at several alligator 
issues. These issues included: the appropriate amount to charge 
for tag fees on each CITES tag whether wild or farm raised 
alligator; reexamine the return rate of farm raised alligators back 
into the wild; and a cost benefit analysis of the marketing efforts 
by the Fur & Alligator Council. Also, the Task Force was able to 
discuss other issues as it may relate to the alligator industry. 
The alligator industry has grown significantly with a current 
estimate of 2 million alligators along coastal Louisiana. The 
harvest of 32,000 to 35,000 alligators is occurring from the wild 
and it is estimated to have a dockside value of $8.2 million 
annually. Then farmers are allowed to collect 390,000 to 400,000 
eggs per year and this results in a harvest of 200,000 farm hides
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per year which has a dockside value of $14.9 million. The Task 
Force began meeting in August, met five times and made several 
recommendations. From these discussions, the Task Force felt there 
was an opportunity to reduce the return rate from 17 percent to 14 
percent still using the sliding scale. Also, the Task Force 
recommended maintaining the $4 tag fee on both farm raised and wild 
alligatorsand recommended continuing the marketing and education 
efforts at the present level of funding by the Fur & Alligator 
Council. Other recommendations by the Task Force included: leaving 
the task of spot checking tag shipments of farm skins to the 
discretion of the Department; conducting the experimental alligator 
harvest on Marsh Island and Salvador in September instead of July; 
and recommending filling the vacant position at Rockefeller Refuge 
and domicile the Alligator Program's Administrator position at 
Rockefeller Refuge. The staff concurs with all of the 
recommendations except for the vacant position at Rockefeller. The 
Commission will address only the 14 percent return rate issue when 
voting on the proposed alligator regulations. Commissioner Busbice 
asked how long does it take for a farm and a wild alligator to 
reach 4 feet? Mr. Bowman stated it takes about a year to 18 months 
for a farm alligator and about 4 years for a wild alligator. 
Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Bowman to explain the sliding scale range 
of 36 inches and 60 inches. Commissioner Carver asked what is the 
mortality rate for alligators? Commissioner Busbice asked if the 
2 million alligators were both farm raised and wild? Mr. Bowman 
stated no, these were just wild alligators. Then Commissioner 
Busbice asked about the harvesting of 35,000 alligators and if this 
would increase the numbers of alligators? Mr. Bowman explained the 
allocation of tags issued are based on the number of nests 
surveyed. Commissioner Busbice then asked if the Department has a 
goal set for alligators? Mr. Bowman stated there is not much room 
for expansion in southwest Louisiana, but room is available in 
southeast Louisiana. Chairman Cattle felt Commissioner McCall 
would have talked about the overpopulation of alligators in 
southwest Louisiana if he would have been at the meeting. 
Commissioner Kelly asked, with the 14 percent return rate, would 
monitoring be done to make sure there was no decrease in the 
alligator population? Mr. Bowman answered yes. He then asked Mr. 
Brandt Savoie to present the proposed Notice of Intent.

Mr. Savoie stated the alligator program has seen a great 
growth. The regulations for the program were originally adopted by 
the Commission in 1990 with several revisions occurring since then. 
The proposed changes in the regulations would hopefully take effect 
before the next season opens, stated Mr. Savoie. The changes

47



included: allowing people to transport alligators into the skin 
with a Fur Buyers License or an Alligator Dealers License; allowing 
individuals with valid licenses to transport and display alligators 
at fairs and educational promotions without a permit, but these 
alligators would not be available for sale, trade or barter; 
stopping the issuance of tags the day before the season opens; 
continue with obtaining written permission to bring live alligators 
into the State; reporting hides in feet and inches; adding the 14 
percent return rate; and changing the time frame and how alligators 
will be released. Commissioner Busbice asked if the release of 
alligators would still have to stay under the 14 percent return 
rate? Mr. Savoie stated yes. Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Savoie to 
read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. 
Commissioner Delacroix made a motion accepting the Resolution. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion and it passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Notice of Intent is made a part of 
the record.)

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has authority 
to manage the State's alligator program; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has over the 
past 35 years strived to develop and promote- the 
alligator industry in the State; and

WHEREAS, the sustainable use management of alligators as developed 
in . Louisiana provides incentives for conserving 
alligators, their wetland ecosystems, and wetlands 
biodiversity while concurrently providing economic and 
cultural benefits to the citizens of the state; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt the attached Notice of 
Intent to establish modifications to the Alligator 
Regulations.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission
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NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of intent ' to amend the regulations governing ■ the Alligator 
Regulations (LAC 76:V.701).

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 

Chapter 7. Alligators 

§701. Alligator Regulations
* * *

3. General Rules

* * *

i . No person, firm, or corporation shall transport 
into this state or possess whole alligator (s) with skin on, 
alligator parts or alligator skins/hides unless that person,- firm 
or corporation is a Louisiana licensed alligator parts dealer or 
fur dealer and is in immediate possession of an alligator parts 
dealer's license or fur dealer's license, except that a copy of 
such license shall be sufficient during transportation only. 
Persons, firms or corporations violating this Subparagraph shall be 
subject to the penalties as provided in Title 56:34, a Class Four 
violation; except that when such a violation involves alligator 
parts only, such offenses shall be subject to the penalties as 
provided in Title 56:32, a Class Two violation.

* * *

p. For the purpose of bonafide educational or 
promotional functions, including but not limited to school 
activities, civic groups, fairs and festivals within the state of 
Louisiana, an alligator farmer/rancher or his designee may 
transport his own live farm alligators or alligator eggs to such
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function without the need for a special permit from the Department 
while in possession of a valid nongame quadruped breeder's or 
exhibitor's license or copy thereof. Such farmer/rancher shall not 
barter, trade, exchange or attempt to barter, trade or exchange 
live alligator(s) or alligator eggs while transporting to/or 
attending such function.

* * *

6. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging 
Requirements

* * *

b . Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon 
application to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. 
Applications for alligator tag allotments will be taken annually 
beginning July 15th and ending the day before the season opens. 
Tags will not be issued after close of business on the day prior to 
the season opening date.

* * *

9. Importation, Exportation, Purchase and Sale

a. Live alligators may be brought into the state 
only if the person, firm or corporation bringing the alligators 
into the state has obtained written permission from the Department. 
Violation of this subparagraph is a class 4 violation as described 
in Title 56.

* * *

11. Report Requirements

* * *

e .
* * *

i i .

* * *
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(b). Official shipping manifest including 
total length in inches (or feet and inches) referenced to CITES tag 
number of each skin in shipment. A fully executed (filled out) 
shipping manifest containing all information required in the 
buyer/dealer record may be substituted with Department approval for 
the buyer/dealer record requirement on farm raised alligator skins.

* * *

14. Alligator Egg Collection

* * *

j . The alligator egg collection permittee and the 
landowner are responsible for the return of the percentage of live 
alligators to the wild described on the alligator egg collection 
permit. This requirement is nontransferable. Minimum return rates 
will be based upon the state average hatching success which is 78 
percent. In no case shall the return rate be less than 14 percent 
at 48 inches total length. Each alligator shall be returned to the 
original egg collection area within a maximum time of two years 
from date of hatching. Each alligator shall be a minimum of 36" 
and a maximum of 60" (credit will not be given for inches above 
60") in size and the returned sex ratio should contain at least 50 
percent females. The alligator egg collection permittee/landowner 
are responsible for and must compensate in kind for alligator 
mortality which occurs for Department-authorized return to the wild 
alligators while being processed, stored, or transported. . The 
Department shall be responsible for supervising the required return 
of these alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is 
not required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered 
to the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being 
processed for wild release. Releases back to the wild will only 
occur between March 15 and August 25 of each calendar year provided 
that environmental conditions as determined by the Department are 
favorable for survival of the released alligators. Any farmer who 
owes 1000 or more alligators at 48" must release at least % of the 
total owed for that year by April 30; at least another quarter by 
June 15, at least another quarter by July 31; and the remainder by 
August 25ch. A farmer may do more than the required one-fourth of 
his releases earlier if available unscheduled days allow. Should 
an alligator egg collection permittee be unable to release the 
required number of alligators to the wild from his own stock, he 
shall be required to purchase additional alligators' from another 
farmer to meet compliance with the alligator egg collection permit

51



and these regulations, as supervised by the Department. 
Department-sanctioned participants in ongoing studies involving 
survivability and return rates are exempt from these requirements 
during the period of the study. Violation of this Subparagraph is 
a Class Four violation as described in Title 56.

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115, 
R.S. 56:259, R. S.56:262, R.S. 56:263 and R.S. 56:280.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:1070 
(December 1990), amended LR 17:892 (September 1991), LR 19:215 
(February 1993), LR 23:321 (March 199.4), LR 26

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 
proposed rule to Mr. L. Brandt Savoie, Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, prior to May 4, 
2000 .

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.
Chairman

Mr. Mark Schexnayder gave a Report to Commission on Statutory 
Two Year Experimental Spring Shrimp Season Opening in Zone 2 . In
1997 Legislature, Act 871 required the Commission to conduct an 
experiment on opening the Zone 2 shrimp season no later than the 
third Monday in May. The zone concept, began in 1975, was set to 
allow certain areas to open earlier due to shrimp sizes varying in 
certain parts of the State. Since that time, the average opening 
date has been May 18th. The reasons for varying the opening date
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included: water conditions that can affect the shrimp size at 
certain times of the year; using the 100 count criteria as set by 
industry; conduct extensive pre-season sampling to determine 
growing conditions and sizes of shrimp; and receiving public 
comment during the May meeting. Mr. ' Schexnayder added that 
conditions can even vary within a zone. In 1998, May 18 was the 
recommended date to open Zone 2 and May 10 for 1999. The 
Commission went along with the recommended dates. So, Mr. 
Schexnayder concluded that the experiment really had no effect on 
the seasons or opening dates for the last two years. Chairman 
Cattle asked if the Commission has opened Zone 2 prior to the third 
Monday in May? Mr. Schexnayder stated Zone 2 has opened on the 
third Monday in. May or earlier over 75 percent of the time. 
Chairman Cattle then asked if this was just a report for the 
Commission as mandated by the legislation? Mr. Schexnayder stated 
yes.

Mr. Gene Adams, a shrimper from Zone 2, explained that a few 
years ago, it was suggested that Zone 2 open on June 7 and this 
upset the shrimpers in that area. After several meetings, the date 
was changed to May 29. At the beginning of the season when shrimp 
are at the 68 to 70 count, they begin leaving an area on a lunar 
cycle. The season closes around the 4th of July each year. There 
are small shrimp in Zone 2 and it is because of the conditions of 
the water. Mr. Adams felt it was very important to watch when the 
May season is opened. Chairman Cattle stated the Department was 
collecting samples prior to the season and makes a recommendation 
based on the size and the count. Mr. Schexnayder explained-that 
there may be several crops of shrimp that come in, and a portion of 
the first crop will leave before the shrimp season is opened. 
Again, he stated the size of the shrimp may differ from one 
waterbody to another within the same zone. Mr. Schexnayder added 
that the Department pulls a smaller mesh net when taking samples 
than the shrimpers, so the two sides are seeing different sizes. 
Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Adams if there is a shrimpers 
organization from that area? Mr. Adams stated there is the 
Jefferson Parish Marine Advisory Board. Mr. John Roussel stated 
there has been a tremendous drop off in industry's participation 
when the Commission makes a decision to set the shrimp season. 
This is what happened the year the Commission decided to set a late 
season. The data showed that the shrimp sizes were small and no 
fishermen came and expressed concern on how a late season would 
impact them. He added that he felt the Commission should have the 
flexibility to determine the best date to open the season. Mr. 
Roussel told Mr. Adams that the industry needs to become more

53



active in providing input to the Commission when they make a 
decision. Commissioner Kelly stated the last two shrimp years have 
been fairly successful and productive, opening the seasons when the 
data indicated and not because of the legislation. Commissioner 
Delacroix asked if shrimp are of marketable size in the Barataria 
Estuary and Terrebonne Estuary, would there be a problem opening 
those areas sooner? Mr. Schexnayder explained a problem that could 
occur when zones are split even further. Mr. Adams stated he is 
only one person, but he does bring the signatures of 400 to 500 
people. He added that the other fishermen did not come the last 
two years because they got the dates they wanted.

Declaration of Emergency - Extension of Oyster Season on the 
Public Oyster Seed Grounds & Oyster Seed Reservation East of the 
Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay was handled by Mr. Ron Dugas. 
This extension is for a 15 day period to the oyster season. By 
statute, R.S. 56:433 allows the Commission to extend the season 
until May 15 if enough resource is available on the outside edge. 
The problem occurring now is concern with the drought situation. 
Unless there is rainfall, the resource on the outside edge will be 
damaged. The Oyster Task Force recommended extending the season 
until April 15, 2000. The Plaquemines Oyster Association also met 
and recommended an April 15, 2000 extension. Department staff is 
recommending extending the season east of the Mississippi River 
until April 15, 2000 and also add in one seed reservation, 
Hackberry Bay to that extension.

Mr. Jakov Jurisich, an oysterman from Buras, stated he met 
with Mr. Dugas and they agreed there was enough resource to extend 
the oyster season for one month, which is a proposal he presented 
to the Oyster Task Force. The one month proposal was rejected, but 
the 15 day compromise was accepted. When the 1999-2000 oyster 
season began, the fishermen lost $2 on the dockside value of a 
sack. A proposal was submitted to the Commission to impose a sack 
limit, but this was not accepted. After the second week in 
January, the fishermen lost an additional $1 per oyster sack. He 
asked the Commission to extend the season for one month considering 
the resource is available. Another factor is that Lent starts late 
this year and traditionally is a better time for the sale of 
oysters. Chairman Gattle stated the Oyster Task Force agreed to 
two weeks, and that would be the direction he would lean toward on 
this issue. Mr. Dugas stated the first proposal to the Oyster Task 
Force was for 30 day extension, which was rejected. Then a 
substitute amendment for a 15 day extension was made and was 
accepted. He added the Department knows there is a resource
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available and would not object to any extension. Commissioner 
Delacroix asked if the quality of the oyster meat would change by 
next year if they were not harvested? Mr. Dugas again stated, if 
there is no freshwater in the areas, the resource may die due to 
parasites and other predators. Commissioner Carver asked what 
objection did the Task Force have in not extending for 30 days? 
Mr. Dugas' stated the primary concern was price structure. 
Commissioner Busbice asked Mr. Dugas why he did not make a 
recommendation to extend the season for 30 days if he agreed with 
Mr. Jurisich? Mr. Dugas stated there is nothing magical about 15 
days or 30 days biologically, the staff tried to work towards an 
agreement and this was the result. Then Commissioner Busbice asked 
Mr. Dugas what was his recommendation the Commission should do? 
Mr. Dugas stated the Commission should extend the season. Chairman 
Gattle asked Mr. Dugas if he was making the same recommendation as 
the Oyster Task Force? He answered yes. The Chairman then asked 
the options of the Commission? Mr. John Roussel suggested just 
changing the date in the Resolution. Commissioner Delacroix made 
a motion to adopt the Resolution, but extend the season until April 
30, 2000. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. The motion 
passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Extension of Oyster Season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservations East of the Mississippi River

and in Hackberry Bay

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

March 2, 2000
x

WHEREAS, the present oyster season on the Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds and Oyster Seed Reservations east of the 
Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 
Reservation is scheduled to close % hour after sunset 
April 1, 2000, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 B (1) allows the Commission to extend the 
oyster season on these grounds,
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WHEREAS, there has been an unusually high spat set within areas of 
extremely high salinities due to the present drought 
conditions in Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, it is determined that sufficient quantities of oysters 
are available to accommodate additional harvest in these 
areas, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Oyster Task Force, at it's February 
meeting, recommended a 15 day extension to the grounds 
east of the Mississippi, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission extends the oyster season on the Public-Oyster 
Seed Grounds and Oyster Seed Reservations, east of the 
Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 
Reservation to one-half hour after sunset April 30, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency extending the 
oyster season is attached to and made a part of this 
resolution.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. , Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S. 56:6 (25) (a) and R.S. 56:433, notice is hereby 
given that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares:

The oyster season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds and Oyster 
Seed Reservations east of Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay 
Oyster Seed Reservation is to be extended to one-half hour after 
sunset April 30, 2000.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. 
Chairman
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Mr. Randy Pausina stated he would handle the next 3 items, a 
Notice of Intent - Reef Fish, Daily Take, Possession and Size 
Limits, a Notice of Intent - Size Limits of King and Spanish 
Mackerel and Cobia and a Notice of Intent - Taking and Possession 
of Jewfish and Nassau Grouper. These changes would modify existing 
rules for some offshore fish species harvested in Federal waters. 
All changes would be consistent with the Federal regulations and 
with enforceability. On the reef fish regulations, changes that 
will occur are: size and creel limits for banded rudderfish, lesser 
amberjack, gray triggerfish and hogfish; size limits for cubera 
snapper, dog snapper, mahogany snapper, mutton snapper, 
schoolmaster, and scamp; creel limits for speckled hind, Warsaw 
grouper. Vermilion snapper, lane snapper, almaco jack, goldface 
tilefish, tilefish, blackline tilefish, anchor tilefish, and 
blueline tilefish; and remove size limits for jewfish and Nassau 
grouper. The second Notice of Intent would change the minimum size 
limit and measurement requirements for king mackerel, Spanish 
mackerel and cobia. The last Notice of Intent would prohibit the 
take and possession of Nassau grouper in State waters. Chairman 
Gattle asked if these changes mirror the federal requirements? Mr. 
Pausina stated all of the changes are presently in effect in 
federal waters. Then Chairman Gattle asked Mr. Pausina to explain 
what is fork length. Commissioner Busbice asked if these would 
mirror the federal regulations? Mr. Pausina answered yes. 
Chairman Gattle then asked for a motion on the Reef Fish, Daily 
Take, Possession and Size Limits Notice of Intent. Commissioner 
Busbice made a motion to approve and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Stone. The motion passed with no opposition. 
Chairman Gattle asked for a motion on the Size Limits for King and 
Spanish Mackerel and Cobia. Commissioner Kelly made a motion to 
accept the Notice of Intent. Commissioner Delacroix seconded the 
motion and it passed with no opposition. Lastly, Chairman Gattle 
asked for a motion to accept the Notice of Intent on the Jewfish 
and Nassau Grouper. Commissioner Kelly made a motion to accept. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolutions 
and Notices of Intent are made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Size and Creel Limits on Miscellaneous Reef Fishes

adopted by the
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Louisiana Wildlife- and Fisheries Commission 
March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the reef fish fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast 
of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission (LWFC) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has recently implemented a final rule that amends 
Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish regulations in the Federal 
waters off the state of Louisiana effective November 24, 
1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for 
saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement, and

WHEREAS, the primary fishery for the affected reef fishes is in 
Federal waters off of Louisiana,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession 
and harvest of reef fish in Louisiana waters by: 
establishing size and creel limits for banded rudderfish, 
lesser amberjack, gray triggerfish, and hogfish; 
establishing size limits for cubera snapper, dog snapper, 
mahogany snapper, mutton snapper, schoolmaster, and 
scamp; establishing creel limits for speckled hind, 
warsaw grouper, Vermilion snapper, lane snapper, almaco 
jack, goldface tilefish, tilefish, blackline tilefish, 
anchor tilefish, and blueline tilefish; removing size 
limits for jewfish and Nassau grouper, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent 
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon 
promulgation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman Secretary

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.335, changing the 
minimum size limits and recreational bag limits for the harvest of 
reef fish and adding, deleting, or reorganizing list. Authority 
for adoption of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:6 (25) (a), 
56:326.1, and 56:326.3. Said Rule is attached to and made a part 
of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery

§335. Reef Fish - Daily Take, Possession and Size Limits Set by 
Commission

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the 
harvest of triggerfishes (excluding queen triggerfish), amberjacks, 
grunts, wrasses, snappers, groupers, sea basses, tilefishes, and 
porgies within and without Louisiana's territorial waters:
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Recreational Rag Limits

1. Red Snapper

2. Queen, mutton, 
schoolmaster, blackfin, 
cubera, gray, dog, mahogany, 
silk, yellowtail snappers, 
and wenchman

3. Vermilion snapper, lane 
snapper, gray triggerfish, 
almaco jack, goldface 
tilefish, tilefish, 
blackline tilefish, 
anchor tilefish, 
blueline tilefish

4. All groupers

5. Greater amberjack

6. Banded rudderfish and 
lesser amberjack

7. Hogfish

4 fish per person per day

10 fish per person per day 
(in aggregate)

20 per person per day (in 
aggregate)

5 fish per person per day (in 
aggregate) excluding jewfish 
and Nassau grouper and with 
not more than 1 speckled hind 
and 1 warsaw grouper per 
vessel

1 fish per person per day

5 fish per person per day (in 
aggregate)

5 fish per person per day

* * *

H Minimum Size Limits

1. Red Snapper 16 inches total length 
(Recreational)
15 inches total length (Commercial)

2. Gray, 12 inches total length
yellowtail, cubera, 
dog, mahogany snapper, 
and schoolmaster
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3. Lane snapper

4. Mutton snapper

5. Vermilion snapper

6. Red, gag, black and 
yellowfin grouper

7. Scamp

8. Greater amberjack

9. Black seabass

10. Hogfish

11. Banded rudderfish 
and lesser amberjack

12. Gray triggerfish

8 inches total length

16 inches total length

10 inches total length

20 inches total length

16 inches total length

28
36

inches
inches

fork
fork

length(recreational) 
length (commercial)

8 inches total length

12 inches fork length

14 inches fork length (minimum 
size); 22 inches fork length 
(maximum size)

12 inches total length

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:326.1 and R.S. 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:539 (June 
1990), amended LR 19:1442 (November 1993), LR 20:797 (July 1994), 
LR 21:1267 (November 1995), LR 22:860 (September 1996), LR 24:1138 
(June 1998), LR 24:1139 (June 1998), LR 24:1972 (October 1998), LR 
26: , LR 26:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 
proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division,
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

RESOLUTION

Size Limits of King and Spanish Mackerel and Cobia

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf 
Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has recently implemented a final rule changing the 
minimum size limit requirement for the harvest of king 
mackerel in Federal waters off the state of Louisiana 
effective September 20, 1999, and '

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for 
saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement, and

WHEREAS, the primary fishery for the affected species is in 
Federal waters off of Louisiana, and
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WHEREAS, the minimum size limits and measurement requirements for 
Spanish mackerel (14 inches total length to 12 inches 
fork length, roughly the same) and cobia (37 inches total 
length to 33 inches fork length, roughly the same) would 
also change, and

WHEREAS, approximately ninety percent of the commercial king
mackerel harvest is greater than 24 inches fork length 
and the average recreational harvest size is estimated to 
be 40 inches fork length,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession 
and harvest of king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, and cobia 
in Louisiana waters by changing the minimum size limit 
and measurement requirements for these species, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon 
promulgation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.323, changing the

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr. 
Chairman

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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minimum size limit and measurement requirements for the harvest of 
cobia, Spanish mackerel, and king mackerel. Authority for adoption 
of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:326.1 and R.S. 56:326.3. Said 
Rule is attached to and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§323. Size Limits of King and Spanish Mackerel and Cobia

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
adopt the following rules and regulations establishing size limits:

1. The minimum legal size for possession of Spanish 
mackerel (Sromber-nmorns marul atus) shall be 12 inches fork length 
and king mackerel bScombtqromorns cavalla) shall be 24 inches fork 
length whether caught within or without the territorial waters of 
Louisiana. No person shall possess, sell, barter, trade or 
exchange or attempt to sell, barter, trade or exchange Spanish 
mackerel or king mackerel less than the minimum size requirements.

2. The minimum legal size for possession of cobia 
(Rachycentron canadnm) whether caught within or without- the 
territorial waters of Louisiana shall be 33 inches fork length. No 
person shall possess, sell, barter, trade or exchange or attempt to 
sell, barter, trade or exchange cobia less than the minimum size 
requirements.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:326.1
and R.S. 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 13:502 
(September 1987), amended LR 17:207 (February 1991), LR 26: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of
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intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 
proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division,
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set.out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.
Chairman

RESOLUTION

Prohibit Harvest and Possession of Nassau Grouper

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the reef fish fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast 
of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission (LWFC) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has implemented a final rule that prohibits the 
harvest and possession of Nassau Grouper in the Federal 
waters off the state of Louisiana effective April 24, 
1997, and

WHEREAS, Nassau grouper has been designated by NMFS as overfished 
under the provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and is 
a candidate on the list of threatened or endangered 
species under the Endangered Species Act, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for

65



saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession 
harvest of reef fish in Louisiana waters by prohibiting 
the harvest and possession of Nassau grouper, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent 
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon 
promulgation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government-

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr. James H . Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman Secretary

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.337, prohibiting the 
take and possession of Nassau grouper (Epinephelus striatus) . 
Authority for adoption of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:325.1 
and R.S. 56:326.3. Said Rule is attached to and made a part of 
this Notice of Intent.
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Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery

§337. Taking and Possession of Jewfish and Nassau Grouper 
Prohibited

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
prohibits the taking and possession of jewfish (Epinephelus 
i i-ajara) and Nassau grouper (Epinephelus striatus) from within or 
without Louisiana waters.

No person shall take, transport or possess within the 
territorial jurisdiction of the state of Louisiana jewfish 
(Epinephelna i tajara) and Nassau grouper (Epinephelus striatus) .

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:325.1 
and R.S. 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:1070 
(December 1990), amended LR 19:1442 (November 1993), LR 26: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 
proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).
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Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.
Chairman

Notice of Intent - Flotation Devices was presented by Mr. 
Robert Duthu. He asked the Commission to approve the striking of 
a Type IV life jacket from Title 76 regulations in a Class A 
motorboat. • This change will mirror Coast Guard regulations which 
will require people on Class A motorboats to have wearable devices 
on their boats. Commissioner Delacroix stated that some customers 
are buying throw cushions to represent life rings, and asked how 
this will affect them? Mr. Duthu stated this was okay. 
Commissioner Delacroix then asked, if someone has a 25 foot trawl 
license, do they have to have a commercial life ring? Mr. Duthu 
stated they have to have a commercial life ring with the vessel 
name on it. Commissioner Carver stated he was very much in favor 
of a wearable life vest. Mr. Duthu commented a life jacket is much 
safer since you never know when you will fly out of a boat.' 
Commissioner Carver made a motion to adopt the Notice of Intent. 
Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion. The motion passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT.

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of its intent to amend the regulations on Type IV Personal 
Flotation Devices (PFDs).

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XI. Boating

Chapter 1. Flotation Devices, Fire Extinguishers, Flame Arrestors 
and Ventilation

§103. Flotation Devices
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* * *

B . Regulations prescribed by the commission as to the type 
and number of personal flotation devices required on recreational 
boats while a watercraft is in use on the waters of this state are 
as follows:

1. Class A Watercraft (less than 16 feet in length). 
Shall carry at least one, type I, II, or III personal flotation 
device for each person on board. The P.F.D. must bear the U.S. 
Coast Guard approval number and must be of the appropriate sizes 
and serviceable.

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 34:851.24
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 11:705 (July 
1985) , amended LR 26: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 
proposed Rule to: Mr. Robert Duthu, Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Enforcement Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898- 
9000, prior to Thursday, May 4, 2000.

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for February was given by 
Major Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations and 
warnings were issued during the month of February.
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Region I - Minden - 91 citations and 45 warnings.

Region II - Monroe - 66 citations, 24 warnings and 30 public 
assists.

Region III - Alexandria - 78 citations and 29 warnings.

Region IV - Ferriday - 73 citations and 5 warnings.

Region V - Lake Charles - 137 citations and 11 warnings.

Region VI - Opelousas - 213 citations, 28 warnings and 1 
public assist.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 136 citations, 19 warnings and 3 
public assists.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 173 citations, 10 warnings and 6 
public assists.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 155 citations, 23 warnings and 3 
public assists.

Statewide Strike Force - 6 citations and 2 warnings.

Special Investigation Unit - 25 citations.

SWEP - 12 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
February was 1,122. Also there were 194 warning citations issued 
for the month.

The aviation report for February 2000 showed enforcement 
pilots flew three airplanes a total of 57.6 hours for enforcement 
and 33.5 hours for other divisions. Also there were 3 citations 
issued.

Major LaCaze then announced Captain John Garlington from 
Region 1 drowned on February 10, 2000 while working on an illegal 
take of gamefish case in Mill Creek Reservoir. The investigation 
indicated no foul play thus far. Commissioner Carver asked if 
there is a policy that determines if a person gets a warning 
citation or a real citation? Major LaCaze stated some guidance has 
been given to the agents, but it also depends on the situation.
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The written warnings only applies to Class 1 and Class 2 
violations. Chairman Cattle asked that the number of officers in 
each region be included in the report. Commissioner Busbice asked 
if this total was a normal amount of cases for this time of year? 
Major LaCaze stated the total was about the same as in February 
1998.

Chairman Cattle then asked Mr. Dave Moreland for the first 
Division Report, Deer Season Report. He began stating the Annual 
Game Harvest Surveys would be mailed out soon and then an estimate 
for the total deer harvested could be obtained. That total is 
expected to be around 250,000 deer, which was better than the 1998 
season. There were 1,349 DMAP cooperators for this season. The 
WMA harvest was excellent with an additional 1,000 deer taken. Red 
River and Three Rivers WMAs deer harvest was 720 of which 416 were 
does. Mr. Moreland then stated this was the second year of a 
breeding study in Area 4. Last year, the breeding information in 
Richland Parish ranged from November 15 through February 6. From 
this year's data, the medium breeding date was December 23 for 
Richland Parish. Then from Area 6, staff looked at some deer 
reproductive tracts. It appears this area has a later breeding 
season than any other area. Next year, deer breeding will be 
looked at in Area 2, stated Mr. Moreland. Overall, it was a real 
productive season with one Boone & Crockett deer taken from Grant 
Parish. Chairman Cattle asked what is the total population of deer 
in the State? Mr. Moreland estimated there is close to a million 
white-tailed deer in the State. Commissioner Carver asked if the 
Grant Parish deer was typical or non-typical? Mr. Moreland stated 
it was typical. Mr. Prickett stated the decline in DMAP 
cooperators was not uncommon. He then anticipated seeing the trend 
go back upwards.

Mr. Robert Helm gave the next Division Report on the Waterfowl 
Season. He began stating this was the third consecutive year of 
having a 60 day season with a 6 bird bag limit. Another change was 
the season length for specklebellies went to 86 days. Water was 
the key this year - if you had water you had ducks. Sixty percent 
of the State ended the year with moderate to drought conditions. 
The weather was mild this year. Estimates for ducks were up this 
year, but geese numbers were down substantially from last year. 
The hunting success in southwest coastal marshes was good early and 
continued through the first few weeks of the second split. Shallow 
marshes had poor hunting and less participation. Southwest rice 
fields were poor for both ducks and geese. The central coastal 
marsh saw improved hunting in this area. Southeast Louisiana was
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particularly good the first split and then sporadic during the 
second split. Catahoula Lake had exceptional hunting this year. 
Overall, Mr. Helm stated this year was a disappointment for many. 
It is expected the total harvest numbers will be similar to last 
year as well as an increase in the September harvest. Chairman 
Cattle asked why are the geese numbers declining? Commissioner 
Busbice asked Mr. Helm where did the ducks pick up the lead 
poisoning? Mr. Helm stated it came from Catahoula Lake. 
Commissioner Carver asked how long does it take to kill a bird with 
acute lead poisoning or chronic lead poisoning? For acute, it 
could take less than a week, but chronic lead poisoning could take 
an indefinite period of time. Chairman Cattle asked if there has 
been much hunter success under the Conservation Order? 
Commissioner Carver asked if the Conservation Order would be 
available for the next season? Mr. Helm stated everyone will know 
about this up front and the season can be structured differently.

The Commissioners agreed to hold the July 2000 Meeting on 
Thursday, July 6, 2000 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge 
Headquarters.

Chairman Cattle then asked if there were any Public Comments. 
Ms. Kathy Wascom, President of the Louisiana Wildlife Federation, 
stated their Convention would be held the next weekend. She asked 
all the Commission Members to come and participate and get to know 
the 13,000 members of that organization. The Resolution proposals 
would be discussed on Saturday and will include the fee increases. 
Commissioner Busbice asked if invitations were sent? Mrs. Wascom 
stated they were handed out, but she would make sure he receives 
one.

Mr. Huey Sanders, a retired employee of the Department, stated 
he has concerns on a proposal to the Legislature to double license 
fees. He felt this fee increase would not gain more license sales, 
but would cause a lose. The high costs involved in harvesting the 
resource, diminishing habitat and anti-hunting organizations are 
winning some of the battles. He stated he was sent to Missouri to 
study their agency and funding. The people of Missouri voted to 
charge 1/8 of 1 percent of a statewide sales tax dedicated to their 
Fish and Game Department. From this tax, Missouri rose to one of 
the top agencies in the country in about two years. Two basic 
premises sold this program to the people of Missouri. These were: 
benefitting from the wildlife resources of the State and the 
equivalent cost of this tax amounted to one cold drink per month 
per citizen in the State. He stated he would like to see the
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Department guaranteed into the future. Chairman Cattle stated he 
would like to see the sales tax occur in Louisiana since it would 
provide a steady source of income. Mr. Sanders added that the 
Enforcement people from Missouri sold this proposal to the people

Mr. Ivy Cutrer commented he has been talking.with people in 
the State about the decline in the turkey population and have 
agreed that the distribution of corn by deer hunters is hurting the 
turkey population. He asked the Commission to consider banning the 
use of corn to hunt over when setting the deer seasons.

Mr. Jim Patton, Undersecretary, stated he wanted to comment on 
what was stated by Mr. Sanders. Every Department would probably 
like to have a dedicated tax like Missouri has. Louisiana does not 
have voter initiative in this State to try and obtain that tax. 
This procedure would have to go through the Legislature. The 
Department did look at over 15 tax based ideas last year and found 
other tax dedications that would work for Louisiana.

Mr. Tommy Prickett stated he needed to correct a statement he 
made earlier on the National Forests. The abolishing of running of 
dogs and training dogs during the summer months is just a proposal 
and they would probably come with a recommendation next year. But 
the National Forests will close the nighttime hunting of raccoons 
outside the framework of the rabbit season.

There being no further business. Commissioner Busbice made a 
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Kelly.

of that State.

JHJ:sch
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IXa /I^L/h/t v c-

c^l<5su_

NUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF

iDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

irsday, March 2, 2000

siding. / X
™d —n utiuxce---
Glynn Carver 
Warren Delacroix 
Tom Kelly 
Norman McCall 
Jerry Stone

X

X K
i'X_

xX' ' y/

X X
Secretary James Jenkins, Jr. ̂ wa's^also present X

;|m||i;|n fprVapproval of theChairman Cattle called /for a
February 3, 2000 Commission/'Minutes?\!% m6hidn for approval was
made by Commissioner Busbige and /seconde'dih by7 Commissioner Kelly.

/./The motion passed with no opposition.
/ /

Mr. Tommy Pricketbylstated,,;!he was^going to present items two 
and three as one. /These includedf<aJn o tice of Intent - 2000-2001

“ 1 “

dates and bag: limits werelfgiven. The bag limit for deer is 6 per 
season aricd-the .daily, limit is one antler and one antlerless deer 
per dayXwhen antlerless deer are legal. Deer season dates were 
readb/and are basXpabiy calendar adjustments from last year. 
Chairman Cattle asked what deer area is Caldwell Parish in? Mr. 
Prickett stated/.there have been many requests to move all of 
Caii.dwell Parish!/into Area 2 season structure and that would be 
recommended to'Xhe Commission. He then went through the changes in
bbf/|%atp^ide and WMA regulatory package. Two bills were 
prorntTgafegd^through the legislative process. One requires the 
Department issue a special permit which will allow landowners to 
take beavers at night for 3 consecutive days. The other bill 
allows commercial growers of pecans to take squirrels during closed 
season with a permit issued by the Department. Other changes
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included: including language that the Special Youth Deer Hunts will 
be either-sex hunting; moving all of Caldwell Parish back into Area 
2; changing the language for the times a hunter can enter a WMA on 
days when a daily permit are required; including Fur & Refuge 
Division as the contact people for burning the marsh; implementing 
an experimental lottery waterfowl hunt for handicapped individuals 
on Pointe-au-Chien WMA by the Fur & Refuge Division; establishing 
the time frame a permit will be revoked for commercia'l fishing 
violations on a WMA; and adding that no hunting will/'be allowed 
from ATV trails. On WMA's and refuges/ the; changes included: 
removing deer stands, duck blinds and duck "materials no'plater than 
two hours after the end of legal shooting hours/each day,Xa11owing 
riding of horses and mules on WMAs;/ waiving/the requirement/of 
wearing hunter orange when dove hunting 'eyeh/during the open-'deer 
season; closing ATV trails on WMAs from March 1 through''August 31 
instead of September 15; and allowing certain\ATV trails and roads 
to be open that leads to boat launches/for fishing. A change on 
Biloxi and Wisner WMAs will allow all^day waterfowlyhunting. Mules 
will be allowed on Bayou Macon WMA" ’for raccoon hunting at night 
from January 15 through January 28. Self-clearing permits for 
bucks only hunt will be used ,on^Grassy Lake WMA'f Mullet fishing 
will be allowed in East Ba^//west^f^Barriefylslands) on Pass-a- 
Loutre WMA. The use of ATV's, A T C  s^pr jnotorcycles on Pass-a-
Loutre or Pointe-au-Chien^WMAs wild not be allowed. Other changes/  s /  /  !on the WMAs include: requiring^a/permit-^for the use of an internal 
combustion engine above' 2 5y HP on/.Salvador WMA; prohibiting 
commercial crawfishing /in the North and South Farms on Sherburne 
WMA; managing newxlancls;, withip the^Tunica Hills WMA differently by 
not aLlowing\the^general\publi'c-a'ccess to the area from March 1 to 
September 30 \except forx\hunters selected for a spring turkey 
lottery hunt; and changing the word "permitted" to "allowed". The 
Commission/also has the,, power to set rules and regulations on the 
National/Forest land/ which' will have a season structure similar to 
the WMAs! OneNchange\on the National Forest structure is to not 
allpW/dog training in/the summer months. Other lands which the 
Commission will jregulate are on the Corps of Engineers and the 
National Wildlife/Refuges. It is hoped that the National Wildlife 
Refuges would liberalize some of their season structures before the 
seasons are ratified in July, stated Mr. Prickett. Commissioner 
Busbice-asked/if the Department wants the National Wildlife Refuges 
ho mirror the seasons the same as outside? Mr. Prickett stated the 
Department^ would like to see the seasons mirror the structure of 
the WMAs in Louisiana, but with their policies and guidelines, they 
have to be more restrictive. Commissioner Busbice then asked if 
they were being cooperative? Mr. Prickett answered yes, they are
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being cooperative, but they have not gotten as liberal as the 
Department would like for them to be. Then Mr. Prickett stated the 
Department manages smaller tracts of land obtained through the FMHA 
which the Commission also promulgates seasons on. Commissioner 
Busbice asked if the Louisiana Delegates in Washington, DC can help 
with the problem on the National Wildlife Refuges? Mr. Prickett 
stated they were trying to solve the problem at a local level first 
before going to those people. Chairman Cattle asked when^would the 
proposed rules be ratified? Mr. Prickett stated /theyrules would be 
ratified at the July Meeting. Public i-nput will received at 
each Commission Meeting until July. f ive; public hearings'
will be held throughout the state/.bo recebve\input\ on ,the 
proposals. Chairman Cattle stated Alexahdria;/S/publicxhearingfiwfi 1 
be held on March 8, Ruston on Marchijjll.,̂  Lafayette di^ 'March'’ 14,
Houma on March 15 and Covington on Mar:ch*21\

\ \
Mr. Neil Smith, representing a.dlu'mSferl .company which owns

10,000 acres in Pointe Coupee Parish Area 6\deer hunting schedule, 
wanted to protest the dog hunting regulations^ Ally of the hunters

needed to be something a little morexfair for/the hunters in his 
area. Then he suggested moving the doedays in the Atchafalaya 
Basin area back as f arzxas possible instead of opening during 
November. / J // /

/ /  /  l ^Mr. ̂  Clark Van\ Sickle
managements areas f6r'a long time. . ,He has noticed over the last 15 
years<asi;gr£Wth irKcommdrcial hunting operations on public lands and 
asked that the^ommissionN^gulate this activity. Chairman Cattle

he has utilized the public

asked if he was ‘talking about^waterfowl guide services coming on to 
the Areas?^> , CommissioherZiBusbice asked if he meant there were

Mr.people J:aklng^hunters onto public lands and charging a fee? 
Van Sickle stated. yesX

\ /
//Mr. Dennis Daigle stated he wanted to talk about protecting

spikes in a specific area. Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Daigle to 
wait until PubMc Comments at the end of the meeting.

GhairmanZGattle then asked Mr. Prickett to read the Therefore 
Be Lt Resolved portion of the Resolution on the General Rules and 
Regulations for Statewide and WMAs. Commissioner Kelly made a 
motion accepting the Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Busbice. The motion passed with no opposition. Then Mr. Prickett 
read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of a Resolution on the
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WMA and Statewide Seasons and Bag Limits. Commissioner Stone made 
a motion accepting the Resolution ' and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Kelly. This motion also passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolutions 
and Notices of Intent are made a 
part of the record.)

n
RESOLUTION f

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE""AND FISHERIES

March 2, 2 00/0> / X

The following was adopted by the Louiisiana/Wi'ldlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission 'Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, March 2, 2000. > \

WHEREAS, \it is the constitutional responsibility'of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Gormnission^to establish hunting 
seasons for resident ^g^e):;6i%s and\uadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons,: : bag/1 imits, possession 
limits and other/rules aria regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession,of any species of wild game birds 

quadrupeds./is^-vested- in thez/Commission by R.S. 56:115,or
and /

/

WHEREA^,/ this action, will! provide for the protection and 
Z conservation of these-^natural resources and allow for 

recreational opportunities for sport hunting on both 
Xpublicx and^privatXlands, and

\
\ z.WHEREAS,/X.the^Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 

and considered all available biological information, nowz z 
/ /

THEREFORE BE IT jRESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations,
/ Z season^dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of 

resident game species are hereby adopted by the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission as a Notice of Intent.

V
, v .Thomas-M': Gattle, Jr., Chairman 

Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries
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Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

Presentation of Alligator Task Force Report and^/Notice of 
Intent - Alligator Regulations was handled by Mr. Eh id Bowman. 
House Concurrent Resolution 153 from the 1999 Regular Session 
established an Alligator Task Force to _Tdok at' several alligator 
issues. These issues included: the appropriate) amount^to charge' 
for tag fees on each CITES tag whether wilcK^or farm raised> > / / \  x  y /alligator; reexamine the return rate of farm raised alligators"back 
into the wild; and a cost benefit analys,i:s_gf/the marketing efforts 
by the Fur & Alligator Council. AlsoV^the Task Force washable to 
discuss other issues as it may relate^to the\alligator industry. 
The alligator industry has grown significantly with a current 
estimate of 2 million alligators along coastal^Louisiana. The 
harvest of 32,000 to 35,000 alligatdrs\is occurring- from the wild 
and it is estimated to have pS dockside value ydf $8.2 million 
annually. Then farmers are allowed)to/coilect^B^O,000 to 400,000 
eggs per year and this results in a'/harvest 'of' 200,000 farm hides 
per year which has a dockside value of\ $14,.-9 million. The Task 
Force began meeting in/August,/met fiye~~times and made several 
recommendations. From these discussions/' the Task Force felt there 
was an opportunity to reduce bhe^returiV rate from 17 percent to 14 
percent still using^'the sliding— scale. Also, the Task Force
recommended maintaining^the $4 tag^fee on both farm raised and wild 
alligators,^and recommended continuing the marketing and education 
effortsxat the present Xe/el of funding by the Fur & Alligator 
Council. ^Other^recommendations by the Task Force included: leaving 
the task of spot\/:hecking/tag shipments of farm skins to the 
discretion^of-.the Department; conducting the experimental alligator 
harvest/on Marsh Island and Salvador in September instead of July; 
and .recommending^filling the vacant position at Rockefeller Refuge 
and domicile the /Xldigator Program's Administrator position at 
Rockefeller Refuge. The staff concurs with all of the 
recommendations"except for the vacant position at Rockefeller. The 
Commission wifi/address only the 14 percent return rate issue when 
votf ng^on.-t-he/proposed alligator regulations. Commissioner Busbice 
asked how ,fong does it take for a farm and a wild alligator to 
reach. A'-feet? Mr. Bowman stated it takes about a year to 18 months 
for a farm alligator and about 4 years for a wild alligator. 
Chairman Gattle asked Mr. Bowman to explain the sliding scale range 
of 36 inches and 60 inches. Commissioner Carver asked what is the 
mortality rate for alligators? Commissioner Busbice asked if the
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2 million alligators were both farm raised and wild? Mr. Bowman 
stated no, these were just wild alligators. Then Commissioner 
Busbice asked about the harvesting of 35,000 alligators and if this 
would increase the numbers of alligators? Mr. Bowman explained the 
allocation of tags issued are based on the number of nests 
surveyed. Commissioner Busbice then asked if the Department has a 
goal set for alligators? Mr. Bowman stated there is not/much room 
for expansion in southwest Louisiana, but roonyxis ^available in
southeast Louisiana. Chairman Cattle felt Commissioner McCall/ /would have talked about the overpopulation^ of alligators in 
southwest Louisiana if he would have^ been ̂ )at tiie meeting':/ 
Commissioner Kelly asked, with the 14, percenty/return rate, would 
monitoring be done to make sure there was ' no decrease x in ,bhe 
alligator population? Mr. Bowman answered yes. He then asked Mr. 
Brandt Savoie to present the proposed \Notice of Intent

Mr. Savoie stated the alligatoryprogramxhas seen a great 
growth. The regulations for the program were; originally adopted by 
the Commission in 1990 with severaVrevisions^occurring since then. 
The proposed changes in the regul'^ionsJwould hopefully take effect 
before the next season opens-^/stated Mr-.^ Saddle. The changes 
included: allowing people to/transport alligators into the skin 
with a Fur Buyers License or^an Alligator Dealers Licenseallowing 
individuals with valid licenses to/transportf'and display alligators 
at fairs and educational ^promotions without a permit, but these
alligators would not /. sale, trade or barter;b̂ e available^yfpr
stopping .the issuance of tags the'^day before the season opens;
continue" with obtaining!written permission to bring live alligators 
into the State; reporting hides—in feet and inches; adding the 14
percentxreturn^rateV^  ̂
will be released. Commissioner

and changing the time frame and how alligators 
Busbice asked if the release of 

alligators^'wou 1 d^sti 1 lx\have/Zto stay under the 14 percent return 
rate? M r S a v o i e  stated'yes. Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Savoie to 
read .the Therefore Be. It Resolved portion of the Resolution.

a motion accepting the Resolution, 
the motion and it passed with no

Commissioner Delacroix made/ / ! /Commissioner StOne\/seconded
/ /opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Notice of Intent is made a part of 
the record.)

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has authority 
to manage the State's alligator program; and
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In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972 (B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. 
Chairman

Mr. Mark Schexnayder gave a Report to\Coimnission\on Statutory 
Two Year Experimental Spring Shrimp Season'^Opening in Zone 2. In1
1997 Legislature, Act 871 required the/cornmissiSh^to cbnduct/^m 
experiment on opening the Zone 2 shrimp season^no Tater than ,the 
third Monday in May. The zone concept, xbegan in 1975 ̂ -̂ was jpe't to 
allow certain areas to open earlier due to shrimp sizes varying in 
certain parts of the State. Since that- time,\the average opening 
date has been May 18th. The reasons^for^varying the opening date 
included: water conditions that carraffeet theXshrimp size at 
certain times of the year; using the~100 count criteria as set by 
industry; conduct extensive pre-season sampling to determine 
growing conditions and sizes^o'f^shrimp;x^and)v'receiving public 
comment during the May meeting. / /'Mr. Schexnayder added that 
conditions can even vary x^ithin a//Zonel ^In/1998, May 18 was the 
recommended date to ojaen /zone.//2 and/^May 10 for 1999. The 
Commission went along/ with the recommended dates. So, Mr. 
Schexnayder concludedythat the experiment really had no effect on 
the seasons or opening/ dates fdr^€he last two years. Chairman 
Cattle asked if the Commission has opened Zone 2 prior to the third 
Monday^ in May? ^Mr. Schexnay'der'^stated Zone 2 has opened on the 
third '"Monday \in May tir^earlier over 75 percent of the time. 
ChairmanXxGattle\^then\^asked\>if this was just a report for the 
Commission as mandated by the legislation? Mr. Schexnayder stated
yes. \ /

X

AzMr. Gene Adams, a-^shrimper from Zone 2, explained that a few 
years ago, it wa'ŝ xs,uggested that Zone 2 open on June 7 and this 
upset the shrimpers in that area. After several meetings, the date 
was changed to.May 29. At the beginning of the season when shrimp 
are at the 68^t6 70 count, they begin leaving an area on a lunar 
cycleN -The^season closes around the 4th of July each year. There 
are small shrimp in Zone 2 and it is because of the conditions of 
the--.water. Mr. Adams felt it was very important to watch when the 
May season is opened. Chairman Cattle stated the Department was 
collecting samples prior to the season and makes a recommendation 
based on the size and the count. Mr. Schexnayder explained that 
there may be several crops of shrimp that come in, and a portion of
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the first crop will leave before the shrimp season is opened. 
Again, he stated the size of the shrimp may differ from one 
waterbody to another within the same zone. Mr. Schexnayder added 
that the Department pulls a smaller mesh net when taking samples 
than the shrimpers, so the two sides are seeing different sizes. 
Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Adams if there is a shrimpers 
organization from that area? Mr. Adams stated there> is the 
Jefferson Parish Marine Advisory Board. Mr. John Roussel stated 
there has been a tremendous drop off in industry''^./participation 
when the Commission makes a decision to set <the shrimp season. 
This is what happened the year the Commission decided tO\set a late" 
season. The data showed that the shrimp sizesywere small and/no 
fishermen came and expressed concern^’ on ho w/yrl a t e ^  ea son-- - wgul d 
impact them. He added that he felt theCommission should have the 
flexibility to determine the best date to ̂ pen the seasoru Mr. 
Roussel told Mr. Adams that the industry n’eeds to become more 
active in providing input to the CommissionXwhen they make a 
decision. Commissioner Kelly stated the last two shrimp years have 
been fairly successful and productive7^qpeningx the seasons when the 
data indicated and not becausezdf the legislation. Commissioner 
Delacroix asked if shrimp are/pf^marketable^size in the Barataria 
Estuary and Terrebonne Estuary, wgul^there be a problem opening 
those areas sooner? Mr. Schexnayder' explained a problem that could 
occur when zones are splat:/every‘'further Mr. Adams stated he is 
only one person, but he does br,ing the/signatures of 400 to 500 
people. He added that the other fishermen did not come the last 
two years because they got the datesythey wanted.

y  x y  x f //z
D'eclaratioiiNof Emergency^- Extension of Oyster Season on the 

PublicNQysterXSeedN'Grgunds^ & Oyster Seed Reservation East of the 
Mississippi River and\Hackberry Bay was handled by Mr. Ron Dugas. 
This extension is\for y  IS/clay period to the oyster season. By 
statute,-'‘, R.-S-.^56:43‘3v allows the Commission to extend the season 
until/May 15 ifyenoughyresource is available on the outside edge. 
The/problem occurring/now is concern with the drought situation. 
Unless there is rainfall, the resource on the outside edge will be, , if'damaged. The Oyster Task Force recommended extending the season 
until April 15,/2000. The Plaquemines Oyster Association also met 
and ,'recommendeyd'/an April 15, 2000 extension. Department staff is 
recommending/ext ending the season east of the Mississippi River 
until April 15, 2000 and also add in one seed reservation, 
HackBerry^Bay to that extension.

Mr. Jakov Jurisich, an oysterman from Buras, stated he met 
with Mr. Dugas and they agreed there was enough resource to extend 
the oyster season for one month, which is a proposal he presented

53



to the Oyster Task Force. The one month proposal was rejected, but 
the 15 day compromise was accepted. When the 1999-2000 oyster 
season began, the fishermen lost $2 on the dockside value of a 
sack. A proposal was submitted to the Commission to impose a sack 
limit, but this was not accepted. After the second week in 
January, the fishermen lost an additional $1 per oyster sack. He 
asked the Commission to extend the season for one month considering 
the resource is available. Another factor is thatMjent/st'arts late 
this year and traditionally is a better time/ for- the sale of 
oysters. Chairman Cattle stated the Oyst'er Task Force agreed to 
two weeks, and that would be the direction^he would lean toward on 
this issue. Mr. Dugas stated the first/proposal^toXthe Oyster Task 
Force was for 30 day extension, which was^/rejected. T̂-heri" a 
substitute amendment for a 15 day 'extension was made and^was 
accepted. He added the Department %knows\J:here is â —resource 
available and would not object to any extension. Commissioner 
Delacroix asked if the quality of the/pyster meat would change by 
next year if they were not harvested?^ Mr XDugas^again stated, if 
there is no freshwater in the areas', "the resource may die due to 
parasites and other predatorsCommissioner\Carver asked what 
objection did the Task Force /'have' ''i n no t'\ ext end i ng for 30 days? 
Mr. Dugas stated the primary concern was"7 price structure. 
Commissioner Busbice askedZMr. ypugasX why/he did not make a 
recommendation to extend/the season for/ 3lf~days if he agreed with 
Mr. Jurisich? Mr. Dugas stated^there is nothing magical about 15 
days or 30 days biologicallyy/the stacff tried to work towards an 
agreement and this wasf the result/—"Then Commissioner Busbice asked 
Mr. Dugas \what wa"s has recommendation the Commission should do? 
Mr. Dugas stated/he Commission-should extend the season. Chairman 
Gattlexasked Mr. Dugas i/he was making the same recommendation as 
the Oyster TaslcXForce? . He answered yes. The Chairman then asked\the options- of the Commission? Mr. John Roussel suggested just 
changing^the-date in^the^Resolution. Commissioner Delacroix made 
a motigri'to adopt, the Resolution, but extend the season until April/ /30, /2.0 0 0 . Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. The motion / /, . i (\ .passed with no opposition.

/
/ (The full text of the Resolution and 

Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Extension of Oyster Season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservations East of the Mississippi River

and in Hackberry Bay
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In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a) and R.S. 56:433, notice is hereby 
given that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares:

The oyster season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds and Oyster 
Seed Reservations east of Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay 
Oyster Seed Reservation is to be extended to one'-half/hour after 
sunset April 30, 2000. A

Thomas My Gattie, ;Jr. 
Chairman ^

I KMr. Randy Pausina stated he would handle the next, 3 items, a
Notice of Intent - Reef Fish, Daily^TakeC Possession^-ami Size
Limits, a Notice of Intent - Size Limits of King and Spanish
Mackerel and Cobia and a Notice of I n t e n t T a k i n g  and Possession
of Jewfish and Nassau Grouper. These changes wouldxmodify existing
rules for some offshore fish species" harvested in Federal waters.
All changes would be consistenb^with ttiê  Federal/regulations and
with enforceability. On theyreef^fish,regulations, changes that
will occur are: size and creel/limits^for banded rudderfish, lesser
amberjack, gray triggerfish/and ^ogfish; ŝi-ze limits for cubera
snapper, dog snapper,/""' mahogany snapper, mutton snapper,
schoolmaster, and scamp^creel/ylimits/^for speckled hind, Warsaw
grouper, Vermilion snapper, lane snapper, almaco jack, goldface
tilefish,^ ti 1 efishZ\Jblackli-he ^t-rTefish, anchor tilefish, and
blueline tilefish-; and; remove size/"limits for jewfish and Nassau
grouper. Ttie second Notice of'i-ntent would change the minimum size
limit xand measurement requirements for king mackerel, Spanish
mackerelxand cobia. ^The last Notice of Intent would prohibit the \ X X / ctake and possession of\Nassau grouper in State waters. Chairman
Cattle as^ed—if these changes mirror the federal requirements? Mr.
Pausina/ stateoxall of the changes are presently in effect in
federal waters. ^Then,Chairman Gattle asked Mr. Pausina to explain
what/is fork length/ Commissioner Busbice asked if these would
mirror the federal regulations? Mr. Pausina answered yes.
Chairman Gattleythen asked for a motion on the Reef Fish, Daily
Take>._ Possession and Size Limits Notice of Intent. Commissioner
Busbice- .made/ a motion to approve and it was seconded by
Commissioner Stone. The motion passed with no opposition.
Chad.rman/la111 e asked for a motion on the Size Limits for King and
Spanish Mackerel and Cobia. Commissioner Kelly made a motion to
accept the Notice of Intent. Commissioner Delacroix seconded the
motion and it passed with no opposition. Lastly, Chairman Gattle
asked for a motion to accept the Notice of Intent on the Jewfish

56



and Nassau Grouper. Commissioner Kelly made a motion to accept. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolutions 
and Notices of Intent are made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Size and Creel Limits on Miscellaneous<Reef Fishes

adopted by ttie^
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

March 2, 2o(ooV^/  ̂

WHEREAS, the reef fish fishery in the Gulf of,'.̂ Mexico off the coast 
of Louisiana is cooperatively^managed^by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission^(LWFC) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with^advice^ from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council^Gui^ Council) , and

WHEREAS, NMFS has recently/implemented a final rule that amends
Gulf of Mexico'.' Reef yF)ish regulations in the Federal 
waters off the stkte/6f Louisiana effective November 24, 
1999, and

z\ Z XI / /WHEREAS.;' VR. S . 56-: 326.3^ provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set— size and possession limits for 
saltwater^ f inf ish based upon biological and technical 
Xdata,xand \  X

<

WHEREAS,XLbhe^Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement, and

WHEREAS, the primary fishery for the affected reef fishes is in 
/' \ Federal'' waters off of Louisiana,

\ / /
THEREFGRE^-BEylT RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession 
and harvest of reef fish in Louisiana waters by: 
establishing size and creel limits for banded rudderfish, 
lesser amberj ack, gray triggerfish, and hogfish;
establishing size limits for cubera snapper, dog snapper,
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Thomas M. Gattle, Jr. 
Chairman

Notice of Intent - Flotation Devices was presented by Mr. 
Robert Duthu. He asked the Commission to approve the striking of 
a Type IV life jacket from Title 76 regulations in a Class A 
motorboat. This change will mirror Coast Guard regulations which 
will require people on Class A motorboats to have/'wearabTe devices 
on their boats. Commissioner Delacroix stated thatj^some customers 
are buying throw cushions to represent lf%fe rings! - % and asked how 
this will affect them? Mr. D u t W ^ a t e ^ * % ^ ^ a 8  o k a #  
Commissioner Delacroix then asked, if /someonezhasxa|||2B̂ / topt tr,awl
license, do they have to have a commercial life ring? Mr.,., Duthu 
stated they have to have a commerciaptoif^'ring witSs|8^^^essel 
name on it. Commissioner Carver statSdHelivas very much^rn favor 
of a wearable life vest. Mr. Duthu cornmen^^jpa, life jacket is much 
safer since you never know when y o d / V i M - l y  out of a boat. 
Commissioner Carver made a motion to%dop^^AA#iNptice of Intent. 
Commissioner Kelly seconded the mo,t,ig%\ The ''wtlbn^passed with no
opposition.

of the Notice of
Incept i ^ # ^ e  
record.) yy

part of the

/ /NOTICE OF INTENT

yZ
/  \' / /'r ''.-4^Department of m # m # f e  and Fisheries

Wildlife, and 'Fisheries Commission

o, Z'aSBy'lilK-
FI ot at i o r ^ V . ! # ! ) \ Z

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XI. Boating

Ctiwb'eru, 1 F1 otation Devices, Fire Extinguishers, Flame Arrestors.adarnimtion
§103. Flotation Devices

* * *
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B. Regulations prescribed by the commission as to the type 
and number of personal flotation devices required on recreational 
boats while a watercraft is in use on the waters of this state are 
as follows:•

1. Class A Watercraft (less than 16 feet in length). 
Shall carry at least one, type I, II, or III personal/flotation 
device for each person on board. The P.F.D. must bear^the U.S. 
Coast Guard approval number and must be of the/appropriate sizes 
and serviceable. / x  / C

/ z X /

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accgrda^e with R ^ ' s i t e " ! . 24
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by^the:'department of— Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Cpmmi#sion, LR 11:705 (July
1985), amended LR 26: . Z / Xz / x

The Secretary of the Department"of Wildlife arid Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and a 11 x rie cess ary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate^-this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including butXotyyimited Z o X  the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact .statements, the:, rfi-ding of the notice of 
intent and final rule/Xnd tlie' preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other^agencies/of government.

/ /  ^  ( XInterested persons may submit/ comments relative to the 
proposed Rule to /  Mrx 'Robert, DutriuP Department of Wildlife andx 7Fisheries, Enforcement Division-r'Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
9000, prior to. Thursday,Xay 4, 2000.

70898-

In accordance with" Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wi1dlife^Znd^Fisherdes/Widdlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issuesPits Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
NoticeXf IntentV This/Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
sixjcriteria set^ out/at R.S. 49:972(B).

/  /

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. 
Chairman

/f^The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for February was given by 
Majdre/Kelth LaCaze. The following numbers of citations and 
warnings were issued during the month of February.

Region I - Minden - 91 citations and 45 warnings.
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Region II - Monroe - 66 citations, 24 warnings and 30 public 
assists.

Region III - Alexandria - 78 citations and 29 warnings.

Region IV - Ferriday - 73 citations and 5 warnings.

Region V - Lake Charles - 137 citations and/sll warnings.
/ /

public assist.

public assists.

213 citations, 2̂ 8 warnings and 1
/ ^  \ X

/ , /  y ^ x  \ X
- 136 citations,/19 warnings--and 3

i x - y
Region VIII - New Orleans - 173 citations, 10 warnings and 6 

public assists.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 155-/ cTtationsi>N 23 warnings and 3 
public assists.

Statewide Strike Force

Special Investigation/Unit/-/25 citations.

citations and/2 warnings.

SWEP - 12 citations<
/ \  / \ J  /The' grand total o'fs citations issued statewide for the month of

February was-, 1,12-2. Also there were 194 warning citations issuedV  ■ \  X  Xfor thexmonth\

The aviation-, report for February 2000 showed enforcement 
pilots f-lew—three airplanes a total of 57.6 hours for enforcement 
and 33 ,̂5/hours'M:or other divisions.
issued \ /

i

Also there were 3 citations

Major LaCaze then announced Captain John Garlington from 
Region 1 drowned/on February 10, 2000 while working on an illegal 
jtlikeVof gamefisli case in Mill Creek Reservoir. The investigation 
indicated---noyfoul play thus far. Commissioner Carver asked if 
6tierer:H"is policy that determines if a person gets a warning 
citation "or a real citation? Major LaCaze stated some guidance has 
been given to the agents, but it also depends on the situation. 
The written warnings only applies to Class 1 and Class 2 
violations. Chairman Cattle asked that the number of officers in 
each region be included in the report. Commissioner Busbice asked
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if this total was a normal amount of cases for this time of year? 
Major LaCaze stated the total was about the same as in February 
1998 .

Chairman Cattle then asked Mr. Dave Moreland for the first 
Division Report, Deer Season Report. He began stating the Annual 
Game Harvest Surveys would be mailed out soon and then ari^estimate 
for the total deer harvested could be obtainedy\^ That' total is 
expected to be around 250,000 deer, which was be,tter./than the 1998 
season. There were 1,349 DMAP cooperators for^ this reason. The 
WMA harvest was excellent with an additional 1,0(10 deer^taken. Red 
River and Three Rivers WMAs deer harvest/was 720/6fxwhicli\416 were 
does. Mr. Moreland then stated this (was t-hê  second year-'/f a 
breeding study in Area 4. Last yearthe^bfeeding information in 
Richland Parish ranged from November 15 through February-6/ From 
this year's data, the medium breeding) date^was December 23 for 
Richland Parish. Then from Area 6,/^staff looked at some deer 
reproductive tracts. It appears this areax has aplater breeding 
season than any other area. Nex-t^year, deer breeding will be 
looked at in Area 2, stated Mry'Morelanci.^ Overall, it was a real 
productive season with one Boone'^&^Crockett deer taken from Grant 
Parish. Chairman Gattle asked/hatyiaXthe it'ota'/ population of deer 
in the State? Mr. Morelandyestimated there/is close to a million 
white-tailed deer in the/State.^Commissioner Carver asked if the 
Grant Parish deer was typical or/non-typical? Mr. Moreland stated 
it was typical. Mr y/prickett abated the decline in DMAP 
cooperators was not/uncpmmon. / n/th^n^anticipated seeing the trend 
go back/upwards . ̂ / ^

<
\

Mr-. Robert Helm gave 'the next Division Report on the Waterfowl 
Season. Tie began stating fehis was the third consecutive year of 
having a 60>day season X/ith^a 6 bird bag limit. Another change was 
the season/l-ength for specklebellies went to 86 days. Water was 
the ke/this year - ifxyou had water you had ducks. Sixty percent 
of the State ended thez year with moderate to drought conditions. 
The'Weather was milld/his year. Estimates for ducks were up this 
year, but geese/ numbers were down substantially from last year. 
The'hunting success in southwest coastal marshes was good early and 
continued through the first few weeks of the second split. Shallow 
marshes-^had^poor hunting and less participation. Southwest rice 
fields were^poor for both ducks and geese. The central coastal 
marsh.-sa/improved hunting in this area. Southeast Louisiana was 
particularly good the first split and then sporadic during the 
second split. Catahoula Lake had exceptional hunting this year. 
Overall, Mr. Helm stated this year was a disappointment for many. 
It is expected the total harvest numbers will be similar to last
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year as well as an increase in the September harvest. Chairman 
Gattle asked why are the geese numbers declining? Commissioner 
Busbice asked Mr. Helm where did the ducks pick up the lead 
poisoning? Mr. Helm stated it came from Catahoula Lake. 
Commissioner Carver asked how long does it take to kill a bird with 
acute lead poisoning or chronic lead poisoning? For acute, it 
could take less than a week, but chronic lead poisoning ̂.c'ould take 
an indefinite period of time. Chairman Gattle asked if/there has 
been much hunter success under the Conservation Order? 
Commissioner Carver asked if the Conservation Order would be 
available for the next season? Mr. Helm stated “everyone^ will know 
about this up front and the season can be structured differently".

The Commissioners agreed to hold Sthe-//July 2000\Meeting on 
Thursday, July 6, 2000 beginning at 10:00 a\m. at the Baton Rouge 
Headquarters.

Chairman Gattle then asked if there were anyxPublic Comments.
Ms. Kathy Wascom, President of the^Loui.sianaxWi 1 dli'fe Federation,

She askedstated their Convention would be/held tlie, nextNveekend.
all the Commission Members t o ,come and participate and get to know

J The Resolution proposalsthe 13,000 members of that organization. __ ___________________
would be discussed on Saturday and-^wi 1 iXlnclude the fee increases.> I, /  /  _______ _Commissioner Busbice asked/if invitations were sent? Mrs. Wascom 
stated they were handed out, but she would make sure he receives 
one. / / / ' / /

/\ / \ '  / ' ^/^Mr,-; Huey Sanders," a retired employee of the Department, stated 
he has concerns on a proposal to- the Legislature to double license 
fees. He felt\this\fee increase would not gain more license sales, 
but would\causeX'a lose< Thexhigh costs involved in harvesting the 
resource, diminishing habitat and anti-hunting organizations are

He stated he was sent to Missouri to 
The people of Missouri voted to

winning^spme-’Of̂  the battles . 
studyytheir agency and^ funding, 
charge' 1/8 of 1 percent" of a statewide sales tax dedicated to their 
Fish/and Game Department./ the

From this tax, Missouri rose to one of 
country in about two years. Two basic

These were: 
and the

the jtop agencies/in
premises sold this program to the people of Missouri, 
benefitting from the wildlife resources of the State 
equivaTent--"cost of this tax amounted to one cold drink per month
per citizen^in the State. He stated he would like to see thex ,/Department guaranteed into the future. Chairman Gattle stated he 
would like to see the sales tax occur in Louisiana since it would 
provide a steady source of income. Mr. Sanders added that the 
Enforcement people from Missouri sold this proposal to the people 
of that State.
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Mr. Ivy Cutrer commented he has been talking with people in 
the State about the decline in the turkey population and have 
agreed that the distribution of corn by deer hunters is hurting the 
turkey population. He asked the Commission to consider banning the 
use of corn to hunt over when setting the deer seasons.

Mr. Jim Patton, Undersecretary, stated he wanted to/comment on 
what was stated by Mr. Sanders. Every Department would probably 
like to have a dedicated tax like Missouri has. ,Louisiana does notA / /have voter initiative in this State to /try and obtain that tax. 
This procedure would have to go thro,ugfr the ^Legislature. The1 
Department did look at over 15 tax based^ ideasylastx year xand found 
other tax dedications that would work/fpr Louisiana^

Mr. Tommy Prickett stated he needed to^correct a statement he 
made earlier on the National Forests. The abolishing of running of
dogs and training dogs during the summer monthsMs just a proposal 
and they would probably come with a rb^ommendationxnext year. But 
the National Forests will close thejiTnighttime, hunting of raccoons
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No major changes for next year’s game 
season
Bv JOE MACALUSO
Advocate outdoors writer

Just days after the end of the rabbit and wild quail seasons closed, 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Department outlined the 2000-2001 
season dates and bag limits on resident game at Thursday's Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission meeting.

The biggest news is there are no major changes, only calendar 
adjustments for seasons on deer, rabbit, squirrel, quail and 
pheasant. Seasons on migratory birds -  doves, woodcock, snipe, 
rails and gallinules — will be announced in July and for ducks and 
geese in August.

Wildlife Division administrator Tom Prickett said the biggest 
change was to add two more either-sex (doe) days for hunters in 
Catahoula, Caldwell and LaSalle parishes. With few exceptions, 
most parishes have either 11 or 13 days of either-sex deer hunting.

Rules and regulations on department-owned or operated wildlife 
management areas were also announced.

Public comment on both sets of regulations will be accepted by the 
commission and the Wildlife Division through the end of June. 
Final ratification is set for the July 6 commission meeting.

"We had to make several rules changes to account for Legislative 
action, to clear up the language in some rules on wildlife 
management areas," Prickett said.

Two acts from the 1999 Legislative Session resulted in department 
proposals to allow, by permit only and for three consecutive nights 
only, the hunting of beavers, and for a special 30-day permit to take 
squirrels found "destroying commercial crops of pecans."

Important rule clarifications involve hunters using state wildlife
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management areas (WMA). In 1999, rules were changed to require 
hunters to remove tree stands every day.

The proposed rule is that hunters must remove the stands no later 
than two hours after the end of legal shooting hours each day. 
Another is that on areas requiring daily hunt permits that permit 
stations will open two hours before legal shooting hours, and that 
"hunters must exit the WMA no later than two hours after sunset 
unless otherwise specified."

For duck hunters, Prickett announced an experimental lottery hunt 
for handicapped hunters, and added Biloxi and Wisner WMAs to a 
list of WMAs where duck hunters have a 2 p.m. hunting time limit 
rather than the noon limit on most WMAs.

The complete sets of proposed regulations -  statewide and on 
WMAs — can be obtained from the Wildlife Division.

In other action, the LDWF approved a Notice of Intent to change 
regulations regarding the September alligator hunt in the state.

Most notable among the proposed changes is the reduction from no 
less than 17 percent to no less "than 14 percent at 48 inches total 
length" the return of alligators to the wild from eggs taken from 
wild nests and hatched at collection stations.

The Commission also passed Notices of Intent on creel, size and 
possession limits on all snapper species, king and Spanish 
mackerel, cobia, jewfish and Nassau grouper. The changes will 
bring the state in line with existing Federal regulations.

Another approved notice will strip Type IV personal flotation 
devices, namely floating cushions, from a list of accepted life- 
sustaining equipment on boats less than 16 feet long. Current rules 
allow the use of floating cushions as an alternative to wearable 
(Type I, II and III) lifejackets for everyone aboard boats less than 
16 feet long. If ratified, the rules will mandate wearable lifejackets 
for everyone aboard all boats on state waters.

Like the hunting regs, the other notices passed Thursday are open 
to public comment through June, and are scheduled for ratification 
at the commission's July meeting.

The commission also heard a report from marine biologist Mark 
Schexnayder that the Legislature's mandated third Monday in May 
opening for the State Zone 2 spring inside shrimp season had no 
measurable effect on the catch in that zone over the last two years.

Other items included a report from Deer Study leader David 
Moreland, whose early estimate is that Louisiana hunters took
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between 240,000-250,000 whitetails last season.

Another report from Waterfowl Study leader Robert Helm 
indicated that, for the fourth consecutive season, Louisiana led the 
nation in ducks taken with 2 million birds.

The commission also learned enforcement agents issued 1,122 
citations and 194 warnings in February, and set July,6 for its 
meeting that month.
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COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, March 2, 2000 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Tom Cattle (Chairman)

Tom Kelly

Bill Busbice z
Glynn Carver z
Norman McCall —

Warren Delacroix y
Jerry Stone z

Mr. Chairman:

There are b  Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum. 

Secretary Jenkins is also present.



AGENDA

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
March 2, 2000 

10:00 AM

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of February 3, 2000

3. Notice of Intent - 2000-2001 Resident Hunting Season 
Dates and Bag Limits - Tommy Prickett

4. Notice of Intent - Statewide Hunting and WMA Rules and 
Regulations - Tommy Prickett

5. Presentation of Alligator Task Force Report and Notice of 
Intent - Alligator Regulations - Phil Bowman

6. Report to Commission on Statutory Two Year Experimental 
Spring Shrimp Season Opening in Zone 2 - Mark Schexnayder

7. Declaration of Emergency - Extension of Oyster Season on 
the Public Oyster Seed Grounds & Oyster Seed Reservation East of 
the Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay - Ron Dugas

8. Notice of Intent - Reef Fish, Daily Take, Possession and 
Size Limits - Randy Pausina

9. Notice of Intent - Size Limits of King and Spanish 
Mackerel and Cobia - Randy Pausina

10. Notice of Intent - Taking and Possession of Jewfish and 
Nassau Grouper - Randy Pausina

11. Notice of Intent - Flotation Devices - Robert Duthu

12. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/February - Keith LaCaze

13. a. Waterfowl Season Report - Robert Helm 
b. Deer Season Report - David Moreland

14. Set July 2000 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments

16. Adjournment



C O V E R

FAX
S H E E T

To: Renee, Governor’s Office

Fax #: 342-5598

Subject: 2000-2001 Hunting Seasons

Date: March 3, 2000

Pages: including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

Attached you will find the proposed season dates and bag limits for the 2000-2001 hunting season. 
The dates will be ratified at the July 6, 2000 Commission Meeting. Call if you need additional 
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NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of its intent to promulgate rules and regulations governing the 

hunting of resident game birds and game quadrupeds.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART XIX. Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Season 

§101. General

The Resident Game Hunting Season, 2000-2001 regulations are 

hereby adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. A 

complete copy of the Regulation Pamphlet may be obtained from the 

Department.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 

1995) , amended LR 22:585 (July 1996) , LR 23:871 (July 1997) , LR 

24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), LR 26: .

§103. Resident Game Birds and Animals 2000-2001

A. Shooting hours. One-half hour before sunrise to one-half 

hour after sunset.

B . Consult Regulation Pamphlet for seasons or specific

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission



regulations on Wildlife Management Areas or specific localities.

Species Season Dates Daily Bag 
Limit

Possession
Limit

Quail Nov. 18-Feb. 28 10 20
Rabbit Oct. 7-Feb. 28 8 16
Squirrel Oct. 7-Feb. 11 8 16
Pheasant Nov. 18-Jan. 31 2 (Cock Only) 4
Deer See Schedule 1 antlered and 

1 antlerless 
(when legal on 
private lands)

6/season

C. Deer Hunting Schedule

Area Archery Muzzleloader 
(All Either Sex)

Still Hunt With or 
Without Dogs

1 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec.3 
Jan. 8-Jan.21

Dec. 9-Jan. 7

2 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Oct. 28-Nov. 3 
Jan. 13-Jan. 19

Nov. 4-Dec. 8 Dec. 9-Jan.12

3 Sept. 
16-
Jan.16

Oct. 7-Oct.13 
Dec. 11-Dec. 15

Oct.14-Dec.10 
Dec.16-Jan. 1

4 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19

Nov.18-Jan.12

5 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
J an. 13-19 
Bucks Only

Nov. 18-26

6 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec. 
3

Dec. 9-Jan.21

7 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Oct. 7-Oct.13 
Jan. 15-Jan. 21

Oct. 14-Oct. 
29
Nov. 18-Dec. 
3

Dec. 9-Jan. 
14



D. Modern Firearm Schedule (Either Sex Seasons)

Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Acadia Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Allen Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Ascension Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-18
Assumption Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Avoyelles Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec.9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Beauregard Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Bienville Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Bossier Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Caddo Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Calcasieu Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Caldwell Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec.9-10
Cameron Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Catahoula Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-2 6, Dec. 2-3
Claiborne Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Concordia Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
DeSoto Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
East Baton 
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

East Carroll Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17 East of 
mainline Mississippi River Levee and south and east 
of La. 877 from West Carroll Parish line to La. 580, 
south of La. 580 to U.S. 65, west of U.S. 65 to 
Madison parish line.
Nov. 18-19, 24-26, the remainder of the parish.

East
Feliciana

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Evangeline Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17



Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Franklin Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Grant Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Iberia Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,

24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Area 7: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Iberville Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jackson Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Jefferson Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jefferson
Davis

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Lafayette Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Lafourche Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
LaSalle Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Lincoln Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Livingston Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Madison Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Morehouse Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Natchitoches Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Orleans Closed to all deer hunting
Ouachita Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Plaquemines Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Pointe Coupee Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Rapides Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Red River Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Richland Nov. 18-19, 24-26



Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Sabine Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
St. Bernard Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Charles Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Helena Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. James Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. John Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Landry Area 3: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
St. Martin Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Mary Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Area 7: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
St. Tammany Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Tangipahoa Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Tensas Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Terrebonne Oct. 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Union Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Vermillion Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Vernon Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Washington Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Webster Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
West Baton 
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

West Carroll Closed
West
Feliciana

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Winn Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

E . Farm Raised White-tailed Deer on Supplemented Shooting 

Preserves

Archery Modern Firearm Either Sex Muzzleloader
Oct. 1-Jan. 31 
(Either Sex)

Nov. 1-Dec. 6 
Dec. 21-23 
Dec. 26-Jan.31

Nov. 1-3 
Dec. 21-23 
Dec. 26-30

Dec. 7-20 
(Either Sex)



F. Exotics on Supplemented Shooting Preserves: Either Sex, 

no closed season.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 

1995) , amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997) , LR 

24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), repromulgated LR 

25:1526 (August 1999), LR 26: .

Public hearings will be held at regularly scheduled Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission Meetings from April through July. 

Additionally interested persons may submit written comments 

relative to the proposed rule until May 19, 2000 to Mr. Tommy 

Prickett, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000.

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999, the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.

Chairman



AGENDA

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
March 2, 2000 

10:00 AM

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of February 3, 2000

cyf Notice of Intent - 2000-2001 Resident Hunting Season 
Dates and Bag Limits - Tommy Prickett

Notice of Intent - Statewide Hunting and WMA Rules and 
Regulations - Tommy Prickett

t/BC" Presentation of Alligator Task Force Report and Notice of 
Intent - Alligator Regulations - Phil Bowman

Report to Commission on Statutory Two Year Experimental 
Spring Shrimp Season Opening in Zone 2 - Mark Schexnayder

Declaration of Emergency - Extension of Oyster Season on 
the Public Oyster Seed Grounds & Oyster Seed Reservation East of 
the Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay - Ron Dugas

♦ X  Notice of Intent - Reef Fish, Daily Take, Possession and 
Size Limits - Randy Pausina

Notice of Intent - Size Limits of King and Spanish 
Mackerel and Gobia - Randy Pausina

Notice of Intent - Taking and Possession of Jewfish and 
Nassau Grouper - Randy Pausina

prfl Notice of Intent - Flotation Devices - Robert Duthu

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/February - Keith LaCaze

Waterfowl Season Report - Robert Helm 
Deer Season Report - David Moreland

Set July 2000 Meeting Date

Public Comments

16. Adjournment
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RESOLUTION
t ’ LO UISIA NA W IL D LIFE  AND F IS H E R IE S  COMMISSION 
LO UISIA NA DEPARTMENT OF W IL D LIFE  AND F IS H E R IE S

March 2, 2000

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, March 2, 2000.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
or quadrupeds is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, 
and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting on both 
public and private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations, 
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of 
resident game species are hereby adopted by the Louisiana 

llife and Fisheries Commission as a Notice of Intent.

Thomas/M. Ga 
WildLife and 
Comma, s s i o n /

le, Jr., Chairman 
isheries

Jan^feJenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of its intent to promulgate rules and regulations governing the 

hunting of resident game birds and game quadrupeds.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART XIX. Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Season 

§101. General

The Resident Game Hunting Season, 2000-2001 regulations are 

hereby adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. A 

complete copy of the Regulation Pamphlet may be obtained from the 

Department.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 

1995) , amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997), LR 

24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), LR 26: .

§103. Resident Game Birds and Animals 2000-2001

A. Shooting hours. One-half hour before sunrise to one-half 

hour after sunset.

B. Consult Regulation Pamphlet for seasons or specific

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission



regulations on Wildlife Management Areas or specific localities.

Species Season Dates Daily Bag 
Limit

Possession
Limit

Quail Nov. 18-Feb. 28 10 20
Rabbit Oct. 7-Feb. 28 8 16
Squirrel Oct. 7-Feb. 11 8 16
Pheasant Nov. 18-Jan. 31 2 (Cock Only) 4
Deer See Schedule 1 antlered and 

1 antlerless 
(when legal on 
private lands)

6/season

C. Deer Hunting Schedule

Area Archery Muzzleloader 
(All Either Sex)

Still Hunt With or 
Without Dogs

1 Oct. 1- Nov. 11-Nov. 17 Nov. 18-Dec.3 Dec. 9-Jan. 7
Jan. 31 Jan. 2 2 -Jan. 28 Jan. 8-Jan.21

2 Oct. 1- Oct. 28-Nov. 3 Nov. 4-Dec. 8 Dec. 9-Jan.12
Jan. 31 Jan. 13-Jan. 19

3 Sept Oct. 7-Oct.13 Oct.14-Dec.10
16- Dec. 11-Dec. 15 Dec.16-Jan. 1
Jan. 16

4 Oct. 1- Nov. 11-Nov. 17 Nov.18-Jan.12
Jan. 31 Jan. 13-19

5 Oct. 1- Nov. 11-Nov. 17 Nov. 18-26
Jan. 31 Jan. 13-19

Bucks Only
6 Oct. 1- Nov. 11-Nov. 17 Nov. 18-Dec. Dec. 9-Jan.21

Jan. 31 Jan. 2 2 — J an. 28 3
7 Oct. 1- Oct. 7-Oct.13 Oct. 14-Oct. Dec. 9-Jan.

Jan. 31 Jan. 15-Jan. 21 29 14
Nov. 
3

18-Dec.



D. Modern Firearm Schedule (Either Sex Seasons)

Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Acadia Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Allen Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Ascension Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-18
Assumption Nov. 18-19, 24-2.6, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Avoyelles Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec.9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Beauregard Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Bienville Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Bossier Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Caddo Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Calcasieu Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Caldwell Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec.9-10

Cameron Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Catahoula Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Claiborne Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Concordia Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
DeSoto Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
East Baton 
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

East Carroll Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17 East of 
mainline Mississippi River Levee and south and east 
of La. 877 from West Carroll Parish line to La. 580, 
south of La. 580 to U.S. 65, west of U.S. 65 to 
Madison parish line.
Nov. 18-19, 24-26, the remainder of the parish.

East
Feliciana

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Evangeline Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10



Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Franklin Nov. 18-19, 24-26
3rant Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Iberia Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,

24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Area 7: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Iberville Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jackson Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Jefferson Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jefferson
Davis

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Lafayette Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 
24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Lafourche Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
LaSalle Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Lincoln Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Livingston Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Madison Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Morehouse Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Natchitoches Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Orleans Closed to all deer hunting
Ouachita Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Plaquemines Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Pointe Coupee Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Rapides Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Red River Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10



Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Richland Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Sabine Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
St. Bernard Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Charles Nov. 18-19, -24:-2.6Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Helena Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. James Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. John Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Landry "IT:'"' ?Area 3: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
St. Martin Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Mary Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
- Area 7: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
St. Tammany Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Tangipahoa Nov. 18-19, 24-2:6-: Bee. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Tensas Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Terrebonne Oct. 14-15, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Union Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Vermillion Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Vernon Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

- :
Area 3: Oct. 14'-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24 - 26 .<

Washington Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Webster Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19% 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
West Baton 
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

West Carroll Closed
West
Feliciana

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Winn Nov. 4-5, 11-12 „ 1.8-19., 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

E . Farm Raised White-tailed Deer on Supplemented Shooting 

Preserves

Archery Modern Firearm Either Sex Muzzleloader



Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Nov. 1-Dec. 6 Nov. 1-3 Dec. 7-20
(Either Sex) Dec. 

Dec.
21-23 
26-Jan.31

Dec. 
Dec.

21-23
26-30

(Either Sex)

F. Exotics on Supplemented Shooting Preserves: Either Sex, 

no closed season.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 

1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997), LR 

24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), repromulgated LR 

25:1526 (August 1999), LR 26: .

Public hearings will be held at regularly scheduled Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission Meetings from April through July. 

Additionally interested persons may submit written comments 

relative to the proposed rule until May 19, 2000 to Mr. Tommy 

Prickett, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000.

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



2000-2001 Wildlife Management Area Hunting Seasons

1. ALEXANDER STATE FOREST
(Owner - Office of Forestry- 
LDAF - 8,092 Acres, Region 3):
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, bucks only. 
Muzzleloader:

Oct. 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 
either-sex, Daily Permit.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
muzzleloader hunts for deer.
Waterfowl:

Waterfowl hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited. (Certain 
areas may be closed as posted). 
Vehicles restricted to paved 
and graveled roads. No parking 
on or fishing or swimming from 
bridges. No open fires EXCEPT 
in recreational areas.
2. ATCHAFALAYA DELTA (Owner -
State of Louisiana - 137,000
Acres, Region 6):
Deer (Archery Only):

Oct. 1-Nov. 30, on Main 
Delta only (Wax Lake 
Delta closed). No
hunting in restricted 
areas. Self Clearing
permit required from 
At c h a f a l a y a  D e l t a
headquarters.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

shooting hours shall be % hour 
before sunrise to 2 p.m. during 
opening weekends of teal and 
duck seasons and K hour before 
sunrise to sunset the remainder 
of the season.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles allowed for

rabbits Dec. 1-Feb. 28. 
No hunting in restricted 
areas.

Trapping:
Trapping is allowed only 
by written agreement with 
the Louisiana Department 
of W i l d l i f e  and
Fisheries.

Water control structures are 
not to be tampered with or 
altered by anyone other than
employees of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries.
ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles 
prohibited.
3. ATTAKAPAS (Owner - State of
Louisiana - 26,300 Acres,
Region 6):
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Dec. 16-Jan. 1, bucks

only.
Muzzleloader:

Jan. 6-14, either-sex. 
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for rabbits 
Jan. 15-Feb. 28. Waterfowl
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ranging livestock 
prohibited.
4. BAYOU MACON (Department 
Owned - 6,940 Acres, Region 2):
Deer:

Nov. 18-20, either-sex, 
hunt restricted to those 
selected as a result of the



pre- application lottery. 
Hunters must check in at Hwy. 2 
to have permit validated.
Archery:

All deer must be reported 
at Self-Clearing Station. 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 
28. Waterfowl hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 
Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 15- 
Feb. 11.

Raccoon (Nighttime): Jan. 15-
28. Self-Clearing Permit
required. Mules are allowed 
for nighttime raccoon hunting. 
All night activities prohibited 
EXCEPT as otherwise provided. 
5. BAYOU PIERRE (Department 
Owned - 2,216 Acres, Region 1): 
Waterfowl Refuge is closed to 
all hunting, trapping and 
fishing EXCEPT archery hunting 
for deer, which is allowed on 
the entire area. Refuge is 
marked with "Waterfowl Refuge" 
signs.
Deer:

Oct. 1-Jan. 31, Archery 
only. Either-sex.
Archery hunting for deer 
is allowed in the 
waterfowl refuge.

All Small Game:
Same as outside. Beagles 

allowed for rabbits Jan. 13- 
Feb. 28.
Waterfowl:

Entire area CLOSED for 
waterfowl hunting.
No ATVs or ATCs allowed on the 
area. Motorized vehicles are 
allowed only on parish roads 
and roads marked on WMA map.
6. BENS CREEK (Owner
Weyerhaeuser Co., Inc. - 13,500 
acres. Region 7):
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth and Handicapped 
Hunters.
Special Deer Season for Youth & 
Handicapped Hunters:

Nov. 4-5, entire area 
open to both groups. 
Permit required for 
Handicapped hunters must 
be obtained in advance 
from Region Office. 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required for youth and 
handicapped hunters.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 

Self Clearing Permit. Dec. 
9-Jan. 7, bucks only, Self- 
Clearing Permit required.
Archery:

All deer killed must be 
reported at Self-Clearing 
Permit Station.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-8 and Jan. 8-24 
either-sex, Self-Clearing
Permit required.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm and youth 
hunts for deer.
Waterfowl hunting after 2 
p.m prohibited. Beagles 
allowed for rabbits 
Jan.15-Feb. 28.

Raccoon (Nighttime):



Jan. 15-28, Self-Clearing 
Permit required.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
All motorized vehicles 
restricted to designated roads. 
Refer to WMA map for location 
of designated roads.
No hunting in restricted areas 
(See WMA map).
Horses and mules are 
specifically prohibited during 
gun seasons for deer and during 
the spring turkey season.
7. BIG COLEWA BAYOU 
(Department Owned - 910 Acres, 
Region 2):
Deer: Archery only.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside. Beagles 
allowed for rabbit 
hunting Jan. 15-Feb. 28.
Waterfowl hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited.
ATV's restricted to 
designated trails. Refer 
to WMA map for location 
of designated trails. 
All other motorized 
vehicles prohibited. All 
nighttime activities 
prohibited.

8. BIG LAKE (Department Owned 
- 19,221 Acres, Region 4):
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit.

Nov. 26 and Dec. 30-Jan. 
7, bucks only.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during modern 
firearm either-sex gun

hunts for deer. Beagles 
allowed for rabbits Jan. 
15-Feb. 28. Squirrel
hunting with dogs allowed
Jan. 15-Feb. 11.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
J an• 15-28.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ranging livestock 
prohibited.
9. BILOXI (Owner - Biloxi 
Marsh Land Corporation - 39,583 
Acres, Region 7) :
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles allowed for rabbits 
when duck season is closed.
10. BODCAU (Owner - U .S . Army
Corps of Engineers - 32,471
Acres, Region 1):
Deer:

Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19,
24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
either- sex. Nov. 6-10,
13-17, 20-23, Nov. 27-
Dec. 1, 4-8, bucks only.

Small Game:
Same as outside. Beagles 

allowed for rabbits Jan. 13- 
Feb. 28. Squirrel hunting with
dogs allowed Jan. 13-Feb. 11. 
Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan. 13-Feb. 11.
Unmarked Hogs:



May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
11. BOEUF -(Department Owned - 
48,595 Acres, Region 4):
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, to all hunters 
EXCEPT for Youth Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit. Nov. 26 
and Dec. 16-24, bucks 
only.

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts and youth hunts 
for deer. Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28.
Squirrel hunting with dogs 
allowed Jan. 15-Feb. 11. Dove 
hunting prohibited in 
unharvested a g r i c u l t u r a l  
fields.
Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited. No
internal combustion 
engines and craft allowed 
in Green Tree Reservoir. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28 

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free-ranging livestock
prohibited.
12. BOISE-VERNON (Owner 
Boise-Cascade Company - 54,269

Acres. Region 5):
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 28-29, either-sex. 

Daily Permit required.
Oct. 30-Nov. 23, bucks
only. Nov. 24-26,
either-sex, Self-Clearing 
Permits.

Muzzleloader:
Nov. 27-Dec. 3, either-

sex.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 6-Feb. 
11. Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 13-Feb. 28. 
Waterfowl hunting after 
2:00 PM prohibited. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15- Feb. 11, Permit 

required from Lake Charles 
Region Office.
Road travel and hunting 
restrictions: All motorized
vehicles restricted to 
designated roads. Refer to WMA 
map for location of designated 
roads. Hunting prohibited on 
roads designated for motorized 
vehicle travel.
13. BUCKHORN (Department Owned 
- 8,955 Acres, Region 4):
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
hunt restricted to those 
selected as a result of the 
pre-application lottery.

Nov. 26, Dec. 30-Jan. 7,



bucks only.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for rabbits 
Jan. 15-Feb. 28. Squirrel
hunting with dogs allowed Jan. 
15-Feb. 11.

Dove hunting prohibited 
i n  u n h a r v e s t e d
agricultural fields.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer and 
EXCEPT hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan. 17-30.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ranging livestock
prohibited.
14. CAMP BEAUREGARD (Louisiana 
National Guard - 12,500 Acres, 
Region 3):
Daily military clearance 
required for all recreational 
users. Registration for use of 
Self-Clearing permit required 
once per year at Range Central 
Building, telephone (318) 641- 
3355, 641-3365 or LDWF, Region 
III Office, telephone (318) 
487-5885. All or portions of 
the area may be closed daily 
due to military activities. 
All game harvested must be 
reported on self-clearing 
checkout permit.
Area Closed:

Oct. 7-8 to all EXCEPT

youth hunters.
Youth Deer Hunt:

Oct. 7-8, either-sex. 
Daily Permit required. Permit 
available from Rifle Range Road 
Station only.
Deer:

Dec. 16-17 and Dec. 23- 
Jan. 1, bucks only, Self- 
Clearing Permit 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-8, either-sex Self- 
Clearing Permit required.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside, EXCEPT 
closed during youth deer hunt. 
Squirrel hunting with dogs 
allowed Jan. 15-Feb. 11.
Waterfowl hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free-r a n g i n g  livestock
prohibited.
15. DEWEY W. WILLS (Department 
Owned - 60,276 Acres, Region
3) :
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, to all hunters 
EXCEPT youth and handicapped 
hunters.
Special Handicapped Season:

Nov. 4-5, That portion of 
the area north of the 
Diversion Canal shall be 
open only to handicapped 
hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, That portion of 

the area south of the Diversion 
Canal shall be open to youth 
hunters only.
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex,



Daily Permit. Nov. 26 
and Dec. 30-Jan. 7,
Bucks Only. 

Muzzleloader:
Jan. 8-14, either-sex. 

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
yout h/handicapped hunts
for deer. Beagles
allowed for rabbits 
Jan. 15-Feb. 28 and
squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed from Jan. 
15-Feb. 11.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28 in fenced- 
in areas south and east 
of LA Hwy. 28. Free-
r a n g i n g  l i v e s t o c k
prohibited in area south 
and east of Hwy. 28. 
Also, free ranging 
livestock EXCEPT hogs 
prohibited in fenced-in 
area north of LA Hwy. 28. 

Crawfish:
Limited to 100 pounds per 

person per day.
Roads may be closed during 

wet weather conditions.
16. ELM HALL (Department Owned 
- 2,839 Acres, Region 6):
Deer:

Nov. 24, either-sex. Nov. 
25-26 and Dec. 9-17, bucks

only.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm deer hunts 
and hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

No ATVs allowed.
17. FORT POLK (Owner - U.S. 
Army and U.S. Forest Service - 
109,855 Acres, Region 5):
Daily military clearance 
required to hunt any game. 
Registration for use of Self- 
Clearing Permit required once 
per year at Building #7654, 
North Fort Polk, telephone 1- 
888-718-3029 or (318) 531-5715 
to obtain information on areas 
open for hunting. Either-Sex 
deer season daily permits 
available at daily permit 
stations. *Moving deer or hogs 
on a WMA with organized drivers 
and standers, drivers or making 
use of noises or noise-making 
devices is prohibited. 
Trappers must also register at 
Building #7654 and use Self- 
Clearing system. Special
regulations apply to ATV users. 
This information available 
where permits are issued or at 
w w w  . j r t c -  
polk.army.mil/hunting.htm.
Deer:

Oct. 28-Nov. 23, bucks
only. Self-Clearing Permit.

Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit.

Dec. 4-15, bucks only,
Self-Clearing Permit.



Dec. 16-17, either-sex,
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 18-22, bucks only, 
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 23-24, either-sex,
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 25-Jan. 1, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing Permit. 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required, Special Permit, 
Building #7654. A
selected portion of the 
area to be open. Special 
Archery regulations for 
Cantonment Areas, check 
locally at Building 
#7654. Either-Sex deer 
legal
Sept. 16-Jan. 18.
Remainder of WMA
restricted to bucks only 
when Bucks-Only gun 
season is in progress. 

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Hunter Orange must 
be worn when bucks only 
gun hunts for deer are in 
progress. Waterfowl
hunting prohibited after 
2 p.m. Squirrel hunting 
with dogs allowed Jan. 6- 
Feb. 13.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Sept. 16- 
Feb. 28.
Fishing:

Special regulations 
pertaining to fishing are 
posted at specific lakes.

18. GEORGIA-PACIFIC (Owner - 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation -

25,480 Acres, Region 2):
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22, to all 
hunters EXCEPT youth 
hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Deer:
Nov. 4-12 bucks only, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required. Nov. 24-26,
either-sex, Daily Permit 
required.

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Dogs allowed for squirrel 
hunting Jan. 15-Feb. 11.
W a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g
prohibited after 2 p.m. 
Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 17-30, Permit 
required from Monroe 
Region Office.

EXCEPT as otherwise provided, 
all nighttime activities 
prohibited.
19. GRASSY LAKE (Department 
Owned - 12,657 Acres, Region
6) :
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 26 and Dec. 30-Jan. 
7, bucks only. Self 
Clearing Permit required. 

Muzzleloader:



Jan. 8-14, either-sex. 
Self Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15- Feb. 
28.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and EXCEPT hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 

Sport Fishing:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
permitted only after 2 
p.m. during waterfowl 
season on Smith Bay, Red 
River Bay and Grassy Lake 
proper.

Commercial Fishing:
Permitted EXCEPT on Smith 

Bay, Red River Bay and Grassy 
Lake proper on Saturday and 
Sunday and during waterfowl 
season. Permits available from 
area supervisor Spring Bayou 
Headquarters or Opelousas 
Region Office.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free-ranging livestock
prohibited. No hunting in 
restricted area.
20. JACKSON-BIENVILLE (Owner - 
Willamette Industries, et. al. 
- 32,000 Acres, Region 1):
Self-Clearing Permits are 
required to hunt on Jackson- 
Bienville WMA EXCEPT when daily 
permits are required for the 
Nov. 4-5 either-sex deer hunts.

ATVs are allowed on non-public 
maintained gravel roads and 
timber management woods roads 
and trails. However, all
ATVs/ATCs prohibited from March 
1 through Sept. 1.
Area Closed (portion):

Oct. 20-21, on designated 
portions. Closed to all
hunters EXCEPT youth and 
handicapped hunters.
Special Deer Season for Youth 
&Handicapped Hunters:

Oct. 21-22, for
handicapped and youth 
hunters only on a portion 
of Jackson-Bienville WMA. 
Contact Minden Region 
Office for Handicapped 
Permits and specific map. 
Handicapped Permit must 
be obtained in advance 
from any Region Office. 
Self clearing permits are 
required. .

Note: Daily Permits for the
Nov. 4-5 either-sex deer hunt 
will be available from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Nov. 3 at the 
Field Office Daily Permit Check 
Station on North Road. Daily 
Permit Check Stations will be 
open at 4:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 4.
Deer:

Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26,
Dec. 2-3, 9-10 either-
sex, Self-Clearing Permit 
required. Nov. 20-23, 
Dec. 11-Jan. 1, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing
Permit required.

All deer and hogs harvested 
Nov. 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 16-17, 
23-24, 30-31, must be brought



to the Field Office on North 
Road to be weighed, inspected, 
photographed and tagged. 
Wildlife Division personnel 
will be at the Field Office 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on the 
days listed.
Archery:

Same as outside.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed Oct. 21-22
(portion) and Nov. 4-5. 
Rabbits may be hunted 
with beagles Jan. 13-
Feb. 28. Squirrel
hunting with dogs allowed 
Jan 1 3 - Feb . 11.
W a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g
prohibited after 2 p.m. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 13-Feb. 11.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28. All hogs must be
reported at Self-Clearing
Permit Station or Daily Permit 
Station.
21. JOYCE (Department Owned - 
15,609 Acres, Region 7) :
Deer:

Same as outside, still 
hunt only.
Muzzleloader:

Same as outside, still 
hunt only.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside. 
Waterfowl hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.
Swamp Walk:

Adhere to all WMA rules 
and regulations. No firearms 
or hunting allowed within 100 
yards of walkways. Check
hunting schedule and use

walkway at your own risk.
22. LAKE BOEUF (Department
Owned - 786 acres, Region 7) 
Hunting until 12:00 noon for 
all game. All nighttime
activities p r o h i b i t e d ,
including frogging.
Deer:

Archery only. Same as 
outside.
Small Game:

Same as outside.
Waterfowl:

Same as outside.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
23. LAKE RAMSEY (Department 
Owned - 800 Acres, Region 7):
Deer:

Archery only, either-sex. 
Oct 1-Jan 31.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside. Beagles 
allowed for rabbits Jan. 
15-Feb. 28. Waterfowl
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

Foot traffic only - All 
vehicles restricted to Parish 
Roads.
24. LITTLE RIVER (Department
Owned - 3,277 Acres,
International Paper, Corp.-887, 
Region 3) :
Deer:

Nov. 4-12, bucks only. 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-8, either-sex. 
Raccoon (Nighttime):

J an. 15-28.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
squirrel hunting with dogs 
allowed Jan. 6-Feb. 11.
Waterfowl hunting after 2 p.m.



prohibited. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 6-Feb. 28. 
Roads may be closed during wet 
conditions.
25. LOGGY BAYOU (Department 
Owned - 4,213, U. S. Army Corp 
of Engineers-2,353 Acres, 
Region 1):
Self-Clearing Permit required 
for all persons hunting on 
boggy Bayou WMA EXCEPT when 
Daily Permits are required 
during the either-sex gun hunts 
for deer. Daily Permits will 
be available only from the 
Check Station at the 
campground.
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters. 
(Loggy Bayou boat ramp 
will remain open for non
area users.)

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex, 

Self-Clearing Permit required. 
Refer to WMA General 
Regulations for hunt 
requirements. All other
activities CLOSED.
Archery:

Oct. 1-Jan 31, EXCEPT 
closed Oct. 21-22 to all but 
Youth Hunters.
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. Daily 
Permit available at main 
campground only.
Muzzleloader:

Nov. 27-Dec. 1, either-
sex. Self-Clearing Permit
required.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during modern 
firearm either-sex gun

hunts for deer and youth 
hunts. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 13- Feb. 
28. Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 13- 
Feb. 11.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited. Self-Clearing
Permit required.
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan. 6- Feb. 11, Self- 
Clearing Permit required.
26. MANCHAC (Department Owned - 
8,325 Acres, Region 7) :
Deer (Archery Only):

Oct. 1-Jan. 31, either-
sex.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
waterfowl hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited. Steel shot required 
for rails, snipe and
gallinules.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Crabs:

No crab traps allowed. 
Attended lift nets are allowed.
27. OUACHITA (Department Owned 
- 8,745 Acres, Region 2):
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters. 

Waterfowl Refuge:
North of LA Hwy. 15 
closed to all hunting, 
fishing and trapping 
during waterfowl season. 

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Deer:



Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Daily Permit required. 
Dec. 16 - Jan. 1, bucks
o n l y , Self-Clearing
Permits required. 

Waterfowl:
South of LA Hwy. 15, same 
as outside EXCEPT closed 
during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer 
and EXCEPT hunting after 
2 p.m. prohibited.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 
Snipe hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited during 
waterfowl season.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Oct. 1-13, Oct. 28-Nov.
19, Jan. 20-Feb. 4, 
Permit required from 
Monroe Region Office. 

Crawfish:
April 1-May 31, 100
pounds per person per day 
limit. Night crawfishing 
prohibited. No traps or 
nets left overnight. 

Commercial Fishing:
Closed.

All nighttime activities 
prohibited EXCEPT as otherwise 
provided.
28. PAS S-A -LOUTRE (Department 
Owned - 100,000 Acres, Region 
8) :
Waterfowl:

Same as outside.
Archery:

Same as outside. Either- 
sex, Special Permit 
required from Pass-a-

Loutre Headquarters.
Small Game:

Same as outside. Beagles 
allowed only when duck and 
archery seasons are closed. 
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

Commercial Fishing:
Same as outside,
commercial mullet fishing 
open only in: South Pass, 
Pass -a-Loutre, North
Pass, Southeast Pass,
Northeast Pass, Dennis 
Pass, Johnson Pass,
Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, 
Wright Pass, Viveats 
Pass, Cognevich Pass,
Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, 
Garden Island Bay,
Northshore Bay, East Bay 
(west of barrier islands) 
and oil and gas canals as 
described on the
Department Pass-a-Loutre 
WMA Map.

Oyster harvesting is
prohibited.
ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles
prohibited on this area.
29. PEARL RIVER (Department 
Owned - 34,896 Acres, Region
7) :
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters. 

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex. 
All deer and hogs must be 
reported at Self-Clearing 
Permit Station.

Deer:
Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required.
Nov. 26 and Dec. 9-31,



bucks only. All deer 
and hogs killed must be 
reported at Self-
Clearing Check Station. 
English Bayou Check 
Station will be
relocated to the Curtis 
Johnson Water Park 
Landing for the Daily 
Permit either sex hunt. 

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-8, Jan. 1-14, 

either-sex. All deer and hogs 
must be reported at Self- 
Clearing Check Station.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28.
Squirrel hunting with
dogs allowed Jan. 15- 
Feb. 11.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited and EXCEPT no 
hunting in Waterfowl
Refuge Area. Closed
north of US Hwy. 90 
during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Oct. 7-15 and Jan. 15-28, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from
Oct. 1-Feb. 28. All hogs 
must be reported at Self- 
Clearing Permit Station. 

All roads closed 8 p.m. - 4:30 
a.m. to all vehicles. Old Hwy. 
11 will be closed when river

gauge at Pearl River, 
Louisiana, reaches 16.5 feet. 
All hunting will be closed when 
the river stage at Pearl River 
reaches 16.5 feet EXCEPT 
waterfowl hunting south of Hwy. 
90 .
No hunting in the vicinity of 
the Nature Trail. Observe "No 
Hunting" signs.
Rifle range open noon until 4 
p.m. Friday, and 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday with a 
$5.00 fee.
30. REASON RIDGE (Owner - U.S. 
Army - 33,488 Acres, Region 5): 
Daily military clearance 
required to hunt any game. 
Registration for use of Self- 
Clearing Permit required once 
per year at Building #7654, 
North Fort Polk, telephone no. 
1-888-718-3029 or (318) 531-
5715 to obtain information on 
areas open for hunting. 
Either-Sex deer season daily 
permits available at daily 
permit stations. *Moving deer 
or hogs on a WMA with organized 
drivers and standers, drivers, 
or making use of noises or 
noise making-devices is 
prohibited. Trappers must also 
register at Building #7654 and 
use Self-Clearing system. 
Special federal regulations 
apply to ATV users. This 
information available where 
permits are issued, (www.jrtc- 
polk.army.mil/hunting.htm). 
Deer:

Nov. 4-Nov. 23, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing Permit.

Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit.

Dec. 4-15, bucks only, 
Self-Clearing Permit.

http://www.jrtc-polk.army.mil/hunting.htm
http://www.jrtc-polk.army.mil/hunting.htm


Dec. 16-17, either-sex.
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 18-22, bucks only,
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 23-24, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 25-Jan. 1, bucks
only, Self-Clearing Permit. 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required. Special
Permits available at 
Building #7654. A
selected portion of the 
area to be open.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Waterfowl hunting 
prohibited after 2 p.m. 
Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan.6-Feb.
11 .

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

31. POINTE-AU-CHIEN (Department 
Owned - 30,037 Acres, Region
8) :
Hunting until 12 noon on ALL 
GAME EXCEPT for DOVE hunting as 
specified below. Point Farm: 
(Gate will be open during 
opening weekend of the second 
split of dove season and all 
weekends during the month of 
Feb.). No motorized vessels 
allowed in the drainage 
ditches.
Deer:

Nov. 24-26 and Dec. 2-10,
bucks only, EXCEPT no gun 
hunting allowed on Point Farm 
property (Archery only).

Archery:
Same as outside.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles prohibited during 
duck season and gun hunts 
for deer. Point Farm 
property, same as outside 
EXCEPT beagles prohibited 
during opening weekends 
of each dove season 
segment.

Dove:
Shooting hours same as 
outside season during 
opening weekends only of 
each season segment on 
Point Farm properties, 
otherwise morning hunting 
only.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
hunting after 12 noon 
prohibited. Experimental 
Lottery Handicapped 
Waterfowl Hunt. Contact 
New Orleans, Fur and 
Refuge Division for 
details (504)-568-5868.

All Other Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
still hunt only.

Recreational Fishing:
Shrimp may be taken by 
the use of cast nets 
only. During the inside 
open shrimp season, 25 
pounds per boat per day 
(heads on) maximum shall 
be permitted. Size count 
to conform with open 
season requirements. 
During the inside closed 
season, 10 pounds per 
boat per day (heads on) 
may be taken for bait. 
Oyster harvesting is



prohibited.
Fish may be taken by rod 
and reel or hand lines 
for recreational purposes 
only.
Crabs may be taken 
through the use of hand 
lines or nets; however, 
none are to remain set 
overnight. Twelve dozen 
crabs maximum are allowed 
per boat or vehicle per 
day.
Crawfish may be harvested 
in unrestricted portions 
of the Wildlife 
Management Area and shall 
be limited to 100 pounds 
per boat or group. 
Fishing gear used to 
catch crawfish shall not 
remain set overnight.
The harvest of all fish, 
shrimp, crabs and 
crawfish is for 
recreational purposes 
only and any commercial 
use is prohibited. 

Mudboats or vessels with 
engines larger than 25 h.p. are 
prohibited in the Montegut and 
Grand Bayou marsh management 
units. Public is permitted to 
travel anytime through the WMA 
for access purposes only, in 
the waterways known as Grand 
Bayou, Humble Canal, Little 
Bayou Blue and Grand Bayou 
Blue.
Vehicles are prohibited on 
Point Farm properties unless 
authorized by the Department. 
ATVS, ATCs, and motorcycles 
prohibited on this area.
32. POMME DE TERRE (Department 
Owned - 6,424 Acres, Region 6): 
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit. Nov. 26 
and Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks 
only.

Muzzleloader:
Jan. 8-14, either-sex.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbit Jan. 15- Feb. 
28. Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 15- 
Feb. 11. Waterfowl
hunting after 2:00 p.m. 
prohibited.

Commercial Fishingz
Permitted Monday through 
Friday EXCEPT closed 
during duck season.
C o m m e r c i a 1 Fishing
Permits available from 
a r e a  s u p e r v i s o r ,
Opelousas Region Office 
or Spring Bayou
Headquarters.

Sport Fishings
Same as outside EXCEPT 
allowed only after 2 p.m. 
only during waterfowl 
season.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct 
1-Feb. 28.

Crawfish:
Apr. 1-July 31, 100
pounds per person per day 
limit. No traps or nets 
left overnight.

Free - ranging livestock
prohibited.
33. RED RIVER (Department Owned
- 24,326 Acres; U.S. Corps of
Engineers - 11,717 Acres,
Region 4):



Area Closed:
Nov. 4-5 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit. Nov. 26 
and Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks 
only.

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer and 
EXCEPT no hunting in 
unharvested agricultural 
fields.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and EXCEPT hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 
Portions of area (Yakey 
Farm) restricted to pre
application Lottery. 
Deadline for application 
is Sept. 22, 2000.
Contact Region Office for 
details. Only waterfowl 
hunting allowed on Yakey 
Farm.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

Free-ranging livestock
prohibited.
Crawfishing prohibited on Yakey 
Farms wetland restoration 
pro]ects.
34. RUSSELL SAGE (Department 
Owned - 17,280 Acres, Region
2) :

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. 
Dec. 16-Jan. 1, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing
Permits required. 

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15-Feb.
28. Squirrel hunting
with dogs allowed Jan. 
15-Feb. 11. Snipe
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited during duck 
season.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Oct. 1-13, Oct. 28-Nov. 
19 and Jan. 20-Feb. 4, 
Permit required from 
Monroe Region Office. 

Crawfish:
100 pounds per person per 
day limit.

Transporting trash or garbage 
on WMA roads is prohibited.
All nighttime activities 
prohibited EXCEPT as otherwise 
provided.
Note: All season dates on
Chauvin Tract (US 165 North) 
same as outside, EXCEPT still 
hunt only and EXCEPT deer 
hunting restricted to archery 
only. Waterfowl hunting after



2 p.m. prohibited. All
vehicles including ATVs 
prohibited.
35. SABINE (Owner 
International Paper Company, 
Boise-Cascade Co, Et Al 
14,780 Acres, Region 3):
Area Closed:

Oct. 14-15, to all
hunters EXCEPT Youth 
Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 14-15, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 4-5, Nov. 24-26, 
either-sex, Self-Clearing 
Permit required. Nov. 6- 
Nov. 22, bucks only. 

Muzzleloader:
Oct. 28-29, Dec. 2-3, 
either-sex.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunt for deer. 
Beagles allowed for
rabbits Jan. 6-Feb. 28 
and squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan.6-Feb. 
13. Waterfowl hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan 15-28.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

36. SABINE ISLAND (Owner
State of Louisiana and
Calcasieu Parish School Board - 
8,103 Acres, Region 5):
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside. 
Waterfowl hunting after 2 
p . m .  p r o h i b i t e d .
Squirrel hunting with

dogs allowed Jan. 6-Feb.
11.

Deer:
Same as Area 2 Deer 
Season EXCEPT still hunt 
only.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15- Feb. 11, Permit 
required from Lake 
Charles Region Office. 

Sabine Island boundaries are 
Sabine River on the west, Cut- 
Off Bayou on the north, and Old 
River and Big Bayou on the 
south and east.
37. SALVADOR/TIMKEN (Department 
Owned - 30,600 Acres, Region
8 ) :
Hunting until 12 noon only for 
all game. All nighttime
activities prohibited, 
including frogging.
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22, to all
hunters EXCEPT Youth
Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex, 
no permit required, see 
Y outh Deer Hunt
regulations.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Dec. 5-18, bucks only. 

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 

Archery:
Same as outside.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
gun hunts and youth hunt 
for deer and EXCEPT 
beagles prohibited during 
duck and gun hunts for 
deer. Steel shot
required for Gallinule



Waterfowl:
Same as outside. 

Recreational Fishing:
Shrimp may be taken by 
the use of cast nets 
only. During the inside 
open shrimp season, 25 
pounds per boat per day 
(heads on) maximum shall 
be permitted. Size count 
to conform with open 
season requirements.
During the inside closed 
season, 10 pounds per 
boat per day (heads on) 
maximum may be taken for 
bait. Fish may be taken 
by rod and reel or hand 
lines for recreational 
purposes.

Crabs may be taken through the 
use of hand lines or nets; 
however, none are to remain set 
overnight. Twelve dozen crabs 
maximum are allowed per boat or 
vehicle per day.
Crawfish may be harvested in 
unrestricted portions of the 
Wildlife Management Area and 
shall be limited to 100 pounds 
per boat or group. Fishing 
gear used to catch crawfish 
shall not remain set overnight. 
The harvest of all fish, 
shrimp, crabs and crawfish are 
for recreational purposes only 
and any commercial use is 
prohibited.
Boats powered by internal 
combustion engines having 
horsepower ratings above 25 
h.p. are permitted only in oil 
company access canals, 
Louisiana Cypress Canal, the 
Netherlands Pond including the 
West Canal, Lakes "Bale Des 
Chactas" and Bale Du Cabanage"

and the Rathborne Access ditch. 
Operation of the above 
described internal combustion 
engines in interior ditches is 
prohibited, EXCEPT by
experimental permit to be 
obtained from the New Orleans 
Office, Fur and Refuge 
Division, Room 217.
Pulling boats over levees, dams 
or water control structures or 
any other activities which 
cause detriment to the 
integrity of levees, dams and 
water control structures is 
prohibited.
Special Use Permits may be 
issued for persons interested 
in clearing existing ditches 
(trenasses). Permits will be 
considered on a case-by-case 
basis. Contact New Orleans 
Region Office-Fur and Refuge 
Division.
ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles 
prohibited on this area.
38. SANDY HOLLOW (Department 
Owned - 3,397 Acres, Region 7): 
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit required. 
Self-Clearing Permit required. 
Dec. 9-24, bucks only. Self- 
Clearing Permit required. 
Archery: All deer killed must 
be reported at Self-Clearing 
Check Station.
Squirrel & Rabbit: Same as
outside EXCEPT closed during 
either-sex modern firearm hunts 
for deer. Beagles allowed for 
rabbit hunting Jan. 15-Feb. 28 
Quail & Woodcock:

Same as outside EXCEPT
Quail opens Nov. 20
(Monday) and closes Jan.
31 and EXCEPT closed



during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts 
for deer. Self-
C l e a r i n g  Permit
required.

Dove:
Sept. 2 and Sept. 9-10

only of first split. Closed 
remainder of 1st split, second 
and third splits are same as 
outside EXCEPT Youth Hunt on 
Northern tract during the 
opening day of the first 
segment (Sept. 2) . Hunt
restricted to youths younger 
than 16 years of age and 
supervising adult who must be 
18 years of age or older. The 
supervising adult must maintain 
visual and voice contact with 
the youth at all times. 
Waterfowl:

Same as outside season 
EXCEPT closed during 
either-sex modern firearm 
hunts for deer and EXCEPT 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

Bird Dog Training:
Sept. 7-Nov. 13 and Feb. 
1-March 2 EXCEPT
restricted to that 
portion south of LA Hwy. 
10 only and EXCEPT blank 
pistols only. Wild birds 
only (use of pen-raised 
birds prohibited).

Bird Dog Field Trials:
Permit required from Baton 

Rouge Region Office.
Horseback Riding:

Organized trail rides 
prohibited.

Horses and mules are 
specifically prohibited during 
turkey and gun season for deer 
EXCEPT as allowed for bird dog

field trials. No horses and 
mules on green planted areas. 
No motorized vehicles off 
designated roads.
F r e e - r a n g i n g  livestock 
prohibited.
39. SHERBURNE (Department Owned 
- 11,780 Acres; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service - 15,220
Acres; U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers - 15,690 Acres,
Region 6):
The area known as the South 
Farm is located on the East 
Side of Sherburne WMA. No 
hunting will be allowed EXCEPT 
waterfowl hunting within the 
levee system of the farm from 
the day after the Youth Deer 
Hunt until the day after 
waterfowl season closes 
including the Youth Waterfowl 
Hunt. Waterfowl hunting will 
be allowed by lottery only. 
Hunting will be allowed in the 
wooded portions east of the 
waterfowl impoundments. 
Consult the WMA maps for exact 
locations.
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5 EXCEPT to 
Y o u t h  a n d
Handicapped hunters. 

Youth and Handicapped Deer 
Hunt:

Nov. 4-5 either-sex, ALL 
OTHER SEASONS CLOSED. 
Permits for handicapped 
hunters must be obtained 
from Region Offices. 
Youth Permits must be 
obtained daily from WMA 
Permit Stations.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26 and Dec. 2-3, 

either-sex, Daily Permit 
required.



Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks
only, Self-Clearing Permits. 
Muzzleloader:

Jan. 8-14, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Squirrel & Rabbit:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts and youth hunt 
for deer. Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28.
Squirrel hunting with dogs 
allowed Jan. 15-Feb. 11. 
Waterfowl, Snipe, Rail, & 
Gallinules:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer (excluding the South 
Farm Complex) and EXCEPT 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited EXCEPT no 
hunting in Waterfowl 
Refuge and EXCEPT steel 
shot only on waterfowl 
impoundments. That
portion of Sherburne WMA 
known as the South Farm 
restricted to Lottery 
hunts only. All other 
hunting closed on South 
Farm complex Nov. 6-Jan. 
23. Contact the Region 
Office for details and 
description of "South 
Farm."

Woodcock:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer. Self- 
Clearing Permit required.
Dove:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer.
Quail:

CLOSED.
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan 15-28, Permit required 
from WMA Headquarters or 
Opelousas Office.
Crawfishing:

April 1-July 31, 
Recreational crawfishing 
only on the North and 
South Farm Complexes. 
Crawfish harvest limited 
to 100 pounds per vehicle 
or boat per day. No 
traps or nets left 
overnight. No motorized 
watercraft allowed on 
farm complex. Commercial 
crawfishing allowed on 
the remainder of the 
area. Permit is 
required.

F r e e - r a n g i n g  livestock 
prohibited.
Retriever training allowed on 
selected portions of the WMA. 
Contact the Region office for 
specific details.
Vehicular traffic prohibited on 
East Atchafalaya River Basin 
levee road within Sherburne WMA 
boundaries.
Rifle and Pistol Range open 
daily. Skeet ranges open by 
appointment only, contact 
Hunter Education Office, 
telephone (225) 765-2931. No 
trespassing in restricted areas 
behind ranges.
Note: Atchafalaya National 
Wildlife Refuge and U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers land 
holdings adjacent to the 
Sherburne Wildlife Management 
Area will have the same rules 
and regulations as Sherburne 
WMA. No hunting or trapping in 
restricted area.



40. SICILY ISLAND HILLS
(Department Owned - 7,464
Acres, Region 4):
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required.
Nov. 26, Dec. 16-24, bucks

only.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and EXCEPT waterfowl 
hunting after 2:00 p.m. 
prohibited.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

Firearms and any game harvested 
may not be transported through 
the area EXCEPT during the 
corresponding open season on 
area.
Free - ranging livestock
prohibited.
41. SODA LAKE (Caddo Levee 
District - 1,300 Acres, U. S. 
Army Corp of Engineers-1,2 00 
acres. Region 1):
Note: Due to the addition of
new acreage the management plan 
for Soda Lake WMA is being 
developed. Contact the Minden 
Region off (318)-371-3050 for 
possible changes in regulations 
and maps.
No motorized vehicles allowed. 
Bicycles allowed. Vehicle 
parking allowed only in 
designated parking area on La. 
Hwy. 173 at Twelve Mile Bayou. 
All trapping and hunting 
prohibited EXCEPT archery 
hunting for deer.

Deer:
Oct. 1-Jan. 31, either- 
sex, archery only.

Sport Fishing:
Apr. 1-Aug. 31.

42. SPRING BAYOU (Department 
Owned - 12,078 Acres, Region
6) :
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, EXCEPT to Youth 
Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 27 and Dec. 30-Jan 7, 

bucks only. Self-Clearing
Permit required.
Muzzleloader:

Jan 8-14, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer, EXCEPT waterfowl 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited and EXCEPT no 
hunting in Refuge area 
during duck season. 
Beagles allowed for 
rabbits, Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 

Commercial Fishing:
Permitted Monday through 
Friday EXCEPT slat traps 
and hoop nets permitted 
any day. Permits
available from area 
supervisor or Opelousas 
Region Office. Closed 
until after 2 p.m. during 
waterfowl season.

Sport Fishing:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
allowed after 2 p.m.



during waterfowl 
season.

Crawfish:
100 pounds per person per 
day limit. Permit 
required from area 
supervisor.

No hunting allowed in 
Headquarters area.
Only overnight campers allowed 
in the improved Boggy Bayou 
Camping area.
Rules and Regulations posted at 
campsite. A fee is assessed 
for use of this campsite.
Water skiing permitted only in 
Old River and Grand Lac.
43. THISTLETHWAITE {Owner - 
Thistlethwaite Heirs -11,100 
Acres, Region 6):
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit. Dec. 2-10, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing Permit 
required.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 18-24, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside. EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and EXCEPT waterfowl 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

No hunting or trapping in 
restricted area (See WMA map). 
All motorized vehicles 
restricted to improved roads 
only.
All users must enter and leave 
through Main Gate only.

No entry into restricted areas.
44. THREE RIVERS (Department
Owned - 23,222 Acres; U.S.
Corps of Engineers - 1,085
Acres, Region 4):
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex. 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 26 and Dec. 30-Jan. 
7, bucks only. 

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits, Jan. 15-
Feb. 28. Waterfowl
hunting after 2 p.m. is 
prohibited.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

Free - ranging livestock
prohibited in area.
45. TUNICA HILLS (Department
Owned - 3,366 Acres, Region 7): 
All management area users, 
including non-hunters, must
have Daily Self Clearing 
Permit.
Muzzleloader:

Nov. 24-Dec. 10, either-
sex.

Archery:
Same as outside. All
deer killed must be 
reported at Self-Clearing 
Permit Station.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed Nov. 24-Dec. 10
and waterfowl hunting



after 2:00 p.m. 
prohibited. All
handguns and .22 
c a l i b e r  r i f l e s
prohibited north of 
Hwy. 66 (Angola Tract) . 

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

All vehicles restricted to 
Parish roads. ATVs restricted 
to designated trials. Driving 
on food plots prohibited. 
Access to restricted areas is 
unauthorized. Refer to WMA 
map.
Camping prohibited on area. 
North of Hwy. 66 (Angola Tract) 
closed to the general public 
March 1-September 30 EXCEPT 
spring turkey hunting access 
allowed for those individuals 
drawn for special lottery hunt. 
46. UNION (Owner - Plum Creek 
Timber Co., Louisiana
Correctional Facilities Corp., 
et al - 12,852 Acres, Region
2) :
Deer:

Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-
19,21, 24-26, Dec. 2-3,
9-10, either-sex, Daily 
Permit required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 
28. Waterfowl hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited 

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
All nighttime activities

prohibited EXCEPT as otherwise 
provided.
47. WEST BAY (Owner - Boise- 
Cascade Co., Kirby Lumber Co., 
Quatre-Parish Co., et al 
62,115 Acres, Region 5):
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22, to all hunters 
EXCEPT youth and handicapped 
hunters.
Special Deer Season for Youth & 
Handicapped Hunters:

Oct. 21-22, for
handicapped and youth 
hunters only.
Permit for handicapped 
hunters must be obtained 
in advance from the 
Region Office. Youth
Permits must be obtained 
from the Wolf Bay Camping 
Area Permit Station on 
Hwy. 112.

Deer:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 

Daily Permit required.
Nov. 6-23, bucks only. 

Nov. 24-26, either-sex,
Self-Clearing Permit 

required.
Muzzleloader:

Nov. 27-Dec. 3, either-
sex .

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for
rabbits Jan. 15- Feb. 28. 
Squirrel hunting with
dogs allowed Jan. 6-Feb. 
11. Waterfowl hunting
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28, permit 
required from Lake



Charles Region Office. 
Road Travel and Hunting 
Restrictions: All motorized
vehicles restricted to 
designated roads. Refer to WMA 
map for location of designated 
roads. Hunting prohibited on 
roads designated for motorized 
vehicular travel.
48. WISNER (Owner - Edward 
Wisner Donation Advisory 
Committee - 21,621 Acres,
Region 8):
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
rabbit season closed during 
open waterfowl season. Beagles 
allowed during closed waterfowl 
season.

KISATCHIE NATIONAL FOREST 
(EXCEPT Vernon Unit of the 
Calcasieu Ranger District & 

Caney Ranger District)

Deer:

Ranger District, described in 
still hunt only area shall be 
still hunt only.

VERNON UNIT OF THE CALCASIEU 
RANGER DISTRICT, VERNON PARISH 

Excluding Fort Polk WMA 
Deer:

Oct. 28-29, either-sex,
muzzleloader

Nov. 4-5, either-sex,
still hunt only.
Nov. 6-13, bucks only,
still hunt only.
Nov. 18-23, bucks only,
still hunt only.
Nov. 24, either-sex,
still hunt only.
Nov. 25-26, bucks only,
still hunt only.
Dec. 9-10, bucks only,
still hunt only.
Dec. 2 8 -Jan. 1, bucks
only, still hunt only.

CANEY RANGER DISTRICT, WEBSTER 
AND CLAIBORNE PARISHES

Oct. 28-29, either-sex, 
muzzleloader

Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 
still hunt only.

Nov. 6-13, bucks only, 
still hunt only.

Nov. 18-23, bucks only, 
still hunt only.

Nov. 24, either-sex, still 
hunt only.

Nov. 25-26, bucks only, 
still hunt only.

Dec.9, either-sex, with or 
without dogs.

Dec. 10, bucks only, with 
or without dogs.

Dec. 28-Jan. 1, bucks 
only, with or without dogs. 
National Forest lands within 
the Evangeline Unit, Calcasieu

Deer:
Same as outside (Area 2) 

EXCEPT still hunt only.
*See Area 2 on page 5 for 
either-sex dates in 
Webster and Claiborne 
Parishes.

OTHER SEASONS ON KISATCHIE 
NATIONAL FOREST

All Other Small Game:
Same as outside.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters while 
hunting and only with 
guns or bow and arrow 
legal for specified 
seasons in progress.



The placing of seed, corn, 
wheat, salt or other feed to 
constitute a lure or enticement 
for any species including hogs 
is prohibited on National 
Forest Lands, EXCEPT by Special 
Permit issued by the U.S. 
Forest Service. Hunting over 
such feed is prohibited on all 
National Forest lands.
Moving deer or hogs with 
organized drivers and standers, 
drivers or making use of noise 
or noise-making devices is 
prohibited
A licensed hunter may take 
raccoon or opossum, one per 
person per day, during daylight 
hours only, during the open 
rabbit season on WMAs.

NATIONAL CATAHOULA WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT PRESERVE

(Owner - Kisatchie National 
Forest - 36,000 Acres in Grant 
and Winn Parishes):
Season Permit required from 
Forest Supervisors Office in 
addition to Daily Permits 
required as indicated below: 
Deer:

Oct. 13-14, either-sex, 
special youth hunt, Daily 
Permit. Also, either-sex,
special season for physically 
disabled hunters only, Daily 
Permit.

Oct. 28-29, either-sex, 
muzzleloader.

Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 
still hunt only, Daily Permit.

Nov. 24, either-sex, still 
hunt only. Daily Permit.

Nov. 25-26, bucks only, 
still hunt only, Daily Permit. 
Rabbit:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles allowed for 
rabbit Jan. 13-Feb. 28 
only. Only beagle hounds 
which do not exceed 15 
inches at the front 
shoulder and which have 
r e c o g n i  z a b l e  
characteristics of the 
breed may be used on the 
Wildlife Management 
Preserve.

Squirrel:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 13- 
Feb. 11.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Dogs allowed Jan. 13-30. 

All Other Game:
Consult Regulations
Pamphlet issued by 
Kisatchie National 
Forest.

NATIONAL RED DIRT WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT PRESERVE

(Owner - Kisatchie National 
Forest - 38,000 acres in
Natchitoches Parish):
Season Permit required from 
Forest Supervisors Office in 
addition to Daily Permits
required as indicated below:
Deer:

Oct. 13-14, either-sex 
special youth hunt, Daily 
Permit. Also, either-
sex, special season for 
physically disabled 
hunters only, Daily
Permit.
Oct. 28-29, either-sex, 

muzzleloader.
Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 

still hunt only, Daily Permit. 
Nov. 24, either-sex, still



hunt only, Daily Permit.
Nov. 25-26, bucks only, 
still hunt only, Daily 
Permit.

Rabbit:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles allowed for 
rabbit. Jan. 13-Feb. 28, 
only. Only beagle hounds 
which do not exceed 15 
inches at the front 
shoulder and which have 
r e c o g n i  z a b l e  
characteristics of the 
breed may be used on the 
Wildlife Management 
Preserve.

Squirrel:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 13-Feb.
11 .

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Dogs allowed Jan. 13-Feb.

11.
All Other Game:

Consult Regulations 
Pamphlet issued by 
Kisatchie National 
Forest.

To obtain permits and 
information contact: Forest
Supervisor's Office, 2500 
Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, LA 
71360, telephone (318) 473-
7160. Office hours 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

CORPS OF ENGINEERS - INDIAN 
BAYOU AREA (18,000 Acres 

within St. Landry Parish):

Annual Hunting Permit required. 
Permits may be obtained from 
C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s
Headquarters, 112 Speck Lane, 
Port Barre, LA 70577, telephone

(318) 585-0854 or 585-0853 for 
more information.

All hunting shall be still 
hunting only, EXCEPT as 
otherwise specified.
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, EXCEPT to youth 
and handicapped hunters.

Youth & Handicapped Hunters 
Deer Hunt:

Nov. 4-5, either-sex. 
ALL OTHER SEASONS CLOSED. 

All Other Deer Hunting:
Self-Clearing Deer Tag 
Required. Daily Limit-1 
Deer; Yearly Limit-4 Deer 
(2 Does; 2 Bucks, 6-
Points or better) EXCEPT 
spikes less than 3 inches 
legal on either-sex days 
ONLY.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Dec. 2-3, either-sex.
Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks

only.
Muzzleloader:

Nov. 11-17, either-sex. 
Jan. 22-28, bucks only. 

Archery:
Same as outside season.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Dogs allowed for
squirrels and rabbits 
Jan. 13 - Jan. 21 and Jan
29-Feb. 11. Dogs
allowed for rabbits Feb. 
12-Feb. 28.

Waterfowl, Snipe, Rail &
Gallinule:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for



deer and hunting after 
2 p.m. prohibited. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during gun hunts for 
deer. Additional Permit
required for night hunting. 
Crawfishing:

Feb. 1-Aug. 31 Additional 
Permit required, available Jan. 
1.
Dove and Woodcock:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer.

Quail:
Closed.



Federal Refuges, National Parks and other lands Hunting Seasons
2000-2001

For Commission Consideration and Approval 

Not for Inclusion in the Regulations Pamphlet

Properties Include:

Federal Refuges 
Jean Lafitte National Park 

Camp Avondale Scout Ranch 
Avery Island 

Barksdale Air Force Base 
Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant 

FMHA Properties owned by the Department



BAYOU COCODRIE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
( Proposed) 2000-2001 HUNT SCHEDULE

SPECIES: 
Type Hunt: 
Season:

RABBIT AND SQUIRREL
General Gun
Oct. 7 - Nov. 10
Jan. 2 2 -Feb. 11, 200Q£V* r*

Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

State Regulations 
General Permits
Added one week onto second hunt

SPECIES: 
Type Hunt: 
Season:

DEER (EITHER SEX) 
Archery
Nov. 4 - Nov. 10

Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

Nov. 1 7 -Jan. 19,2000 
State Regulations 
General Permits 
None

SPECIES:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

DEER (EITHER SEX) 
General Gun (Youth Hunt) 
Nov. 11-12 
State Regulations 
General Permits 
None

SPECIES: 
Type Hunt: 
Season:

DEER (EITHER SEX)
Muzzleloader
Nov. 13 - Nov. 16

Bag Limits: . 
Permits:
Significant Changes:

Jan. 20-21 (lottery)
State Regulations
General Permits
Added a two day lottery hunt

SPECIES:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

WOODCOCK
General Gun
Jan. 22 - Jan. 30, 2000
State Regulations
General Permits
None



Proposed Hunt Dates: Big Branch Marsh NWR 2000 - 2001
Deer: Archery-State season

Waterfowl: Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday until noon during the state duck season,
includes special teal hunt and youth waterfowl hunt.

Additionally: The first three weekends of the regular state duck season will be a lottery draw 
hunt, A total of 150 draw permits will be issued for each weekend of this period.

Squirrel: State Season - no dogs, except may be taken with the aid of dogs after the close of
the state deer season. Shotguns only, non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller.

Rabbit: State Season - no dogs, except may be taken with the aid of dogs after the close of
the state deer season. Shotguns only, non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller.

Gallinules & Rails: State Season. Non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller.

Snipe & Woodcock: State Season. Non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller - recognized 
breeds of setter/retriever only.

Quail: State Season. Non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller - recognized breeds of 
setter/retriever only.

Hogs: May be taken only during the refuge archery hunt.

Possession o f  lead shot during all refuge hunts is prohibited.

Recommended By:
Refuge Manager Date

Concurrence By:
Louisiana Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries
Date



Proposed Hunt Dates: Bogue Chitto NWR (Louisiana) 2000-2001
Deer Archery-October 1-31 (either sex), January 1-14 (either sex)

Deer: General Gun Hunt--NovemS6?%5#@ (either sex), November 18-2$, December 16-24 (Bucks 
only)

Still hunt only, no dogs permitted during refuge deer hunts.

Squirrel: State Season - no dogs, except may be taken with the aid of dogs after the close of
the state deer season. Non-toxic shot only.

Rabbit: State Season - no dogs, except may be taken with the aid of dogs after the close of
the state deer season. Non-toxic shot only.

Raccoon: January 15 - February 28 (with dogs)

Turkey: State season (gobblers only)

Waterfowl: State season until noon

Woodcock: State season. Non-toxic shot only - recognized breeds of setter/retriever only.

Hogs: Mav be taken only during the refuge deer archery and general gun hunts. Additionally: from
.....  January 15 - February 28, hogs may be taken with the aid of dogs during daylight hours only.

All hogs must be killed prior to removal from the refuge.

Possession o f  lead shot during refuge sm all gam e hunts is prohibited.

Recommended By:
Refuge Manager

Approved By:
Distric

Concurrence By: XJT9 >

Louisiana Department o f  Wildlife
and Fisheries

Date



CAMERON PRAIRIE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
2000 HUNT SEASON

Species:
Type hunt:
Season:
Bag limit:
Permits:
Other requirements:

Stands:

Firearms:
Check stations:

Significant changes:

Either-sex deer 
Archery
AH dates of October
State regulations
Season permits required
Must have proof of completion for the
International Bowhunters Education Program.
Only portable stands may be used and must be
removed by October 31 of each year.
None are allowed
All deer harvested must be checked at a self
clearing check station.
None

Species: 
Type hunt:

Season:

Bag limit:
Permits:

Other requirements:

Firearms:
Significant changes:

Youth Waterfowl Hunt: 2000

Waterfowl (ducks & geese)
Limited Youth (up to 2) accompanied by an 
adult. 5 blinds hunted/day 

—SelectuiPSaturdays of Louisiana west zone duck 
season. Possibly 1 -2  days during Thanksgiving 
& Christmas school holidays.
State regulations
One day permits to be issued through lottery 
drawing.
All youth and adult participants must have proof 
of completion of Louisiana hunter education 
course or accepted state hunter education course. 
Shotguns with approved non-toxic shot.
No goose only hunts will be conducted during 
2000



Species:
Type hunt:

Bag Limit:
Permits:

Other requirements:

Firearms:
Significant changes:

Species: 
Type hunt: 
Season:

Bag Limit:
Permits:
Other requirements: 

Firearms:
Significant changes:

Experimental Rabbit Hunt: 2000 

Rabbits (swamp & cottontail)
Limited lottery drawn hunts. Remaining Saturdays of 
rabbit season following the closure of waterfowl season. 
State regulations
Five group (up to six individuals), one day permits to be 
issued through lottery drawing.
Hunts will be conducted between 8:00AM & 4:00PM. 
Up to 4 dogs may be used at one time. Only beagle 
hounds which do not exceed 15 inches at the front 
shoulder and which have recognizable characteristics of 
the breed may be used during experimental rabbit 
season.
Shotguns with approved non-toxic shot.
First experimental rabbit hunt. If unforeseen problems 
arise, experimental rabbit hunt will not be conducted in 
following years.

Experimental Snipe Hunt: 2000 

Snipe
General public
Remaining dates of snipe season following the closure of 
waterfowl season. Hunts will be conducted from 12:00 
noon to sunset Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday & Sunday. 
State regulations 
Season permits required
Daily harvest data must be completed following hunt 
and placed in collection box prior to departing refuge. 
Shotguns with approved non-toxic shot 
First experimental snipe hunt. If unforseen problems 
arise, experimental snipe hunt will not be conducted in 
following years.
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CATAHOULA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
Hunt Programs For 2000-2001

Species: 
Type 1 him:

Bag Limit:
Permits:

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permits:
Proposed Changes:

Squirrel (rabbit, raccoon, and unmarked hog Incidental -no dogs)
Gun (.22 rifle or shotgun w/non-toxic shot)
First day of State season through October 31, and from end o f waterfowl season through
February 11,2001
Rabbit hunting with dogs (Jusliss Field only). End o f waterfowl season through 
February 28, 2001 
State Regulations 
Season permit and daily bag report

Deer and unmarked hog (squirrel, rabbit, and raccoon incidental)
Archery 
State season
State regulations (either-sex)
Season permit and daily bag report 
None

RUSHLEY BAYOU UNIT 
INTERIM HUNTING PROGRAMS

Note: Hunting programs will be implemented to the extent possible if laud acquisition is completed prior to the
start o f the State hunting seasons. Refuge Hunting Plan is currently being revised. Migratory bird 
hunting will require opening o f the refuge through the Federal Register Process to this activity.

Waterfowl Tuesday, Thuniday, Saturday, Sunday until 2:00pm 
Slate season (closed during gun deer hunts)
Hunting area south of Greens Creek and section 22/23 access road

Waterfowl 
(Limited Youth)

State Youth Waterfowl Day 
Proof of Hunter Education Required

Doves, Rails, 
Gallinules, Snipe

Incidental species may be taken during refuge hunts if state season is open

Rabbit and Squirrel 
(without dogs)

1* Saturday in Oct. through end of duck season

Rabbit and Squirrel 
(with/without dogs)

Close of waterfowl season through end of State squirrel season

Woodcock 
(with/without dogs)

State season (Dec. 13 . Jan. 31)

Hogs, Raccoons 
(without dogs)

Incidental species may be taken during all refuge hunts

Dccr
(Archery)

Oct.l through Jan. 3 1 (closed during gun deer hunts) 
Proof of certification required

Deer
(Muzzleloader)

Dec 2-5 (Same dates as Dewey Wills WMA) 
Eithcr-scx, one deer per day

Dccr
(Firearm)

Nov. 26-27 (Same dates as Dewey Wills WMA) (Limited Permit) 
Kither-scx, one deer per day



D 'ARBONNE AND UPPER OUACHITA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 
PROPOSED SEASONS, 2000-2001* ** ***

Species:
Season:

Bag Limit:
Significant Changes :

Waterfowl
Mornings only during State season except 
closed for -early teal season 
State regulations
Mollicy Unit remains open to goose hunting 
after duck season closes.

Specie's :
Type Hunt:

Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Squirrel, rabbit, quail, woodcock, 
General -- dogs allowed for squirrel 

and rabbit hunting after the last 
refuge deer gun season 

State season 
State regulations
Steel shot required for shotguns

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:

Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Raccoon and opossum 
General
December only (may also take raccoons and 

opossum during rabbit season)
State regulations 
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Either-sex deer 
Archery 
State season 
State regulations 
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Either-sex deer (D'Arbonne)
General (gun, muzzleloader, archery) 
November 4-5, November 24-25 
State regulations 
None

Species:

Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Either-sex deer and hogs (Upper Ouachita 
only)
General (gun, muzzleloader, archery)
All either sex dates in Union Parish 
State regulations
Special hunt to reduce hog population on 
Upper Ouachita. Hunt will be eliminated 
once hog population reaches acceptable 
levels



Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Either-sex deer, D ’Arbonne NWR only
Handicapped
November 18-19
State regulations
New hunt. For hunters with Physically 
Challenged Hunters Permit

* the refuge hunting brochure serves as the required permit

** beaver, coyote and feral hog may be taken during any of the 
above seasons ***

*** The area outside the levee on the Mollicy Unit of Upper 
Ouachita NWR will be open the same as the rest of the refuge



Proposed Hunt Dates: Delta NWR 2000 - 2001
Deer: Archery-October 1 -31 (either sex) and from the day after the close of the state duck season 

through January 31.

Waterfowl: Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday until noon during the state duck seasons,
includes special teal hunt and youth waterfowl hunt.

Additionally: The refuge shall be open on Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday until 
noon during the Tight goose* special conservation season.

only, nontoxic shot only* Beagles permittedjiliijgiiJlnnl>-and nrehery

Hogs: May be taken during the deer archery hunt.

Possession o f  lead shot during all refuge hunts Is prohibited.

Recommended By:
Refuge Manager

•?,,/i/£ggc>

Concurrence By: _________ 7° ~~______________ 7 * /^
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries
Date



LACASSENE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
PROPOSED HUNT REGULATIONS F O R  2000/2001 SEASON

Migratory Game Birds

Bag Limit: 
Permits:

Species:
Type Hunt: 
Waterfowl Season:

Significant Changes:

Gallinule Season:

Waterfowl and gallinules 
General gun.
Mornings until noon on Wednesday through Sunday during 
State duck seasons (including early teal and youth hunt) for 
western zone.
Mornings until noon on Wednesday through Sunday during 
State duck seasons until end of State gallinule season 
(including early teal and youth hunt) for western zone.
Same as state bag limits.
Free hunt brochure serves as permit when signed, dated, and 
in hunter’s possession.
None.

H unting  o f  geese, ducks, coots, and  gallinules is perm itted on designated areas o f  the refuge
subject to the fo llow ing conditions:

1. Hunting is permitted Wednesday through Sunday.

2. Hunting ends at noon each day.

3. Hunters may not enter the hunting area before 4 am.

4. Hunting is not permitted within 50 yards of a canal or waterway.

5. Hunters must use and be in possession only of shells containing Federally approved non-toxic 
shot and firearms legal for hunting waterfowl.

6. Only portable blinds are permitted. Blinds must be spaced a minimum of 150 yards apart.

7. Decoys may not be set to attract waterfowl after noon each day.

8. Decoys and blinds must be removed from the refuge by the last day of each season and each 
split of a split season.

9. Hunting is not permitted during the goose-only portion of the waterfowl season.

10. Motorized boats may be used only in canals and bayous. Access into the marsh and ponds 
is permitted by walking, poling, paddling or rowing.

11. Hunters may scout in the hunting area from one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset 
during the week prior to each season.



LACASSINE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
PRO PO SED  HUNT REGULATIONS F O R  2000/2001 SEASON

Big Game

Species: 
Type Hunt: 
Season:
Bag Limit: 
Permits:

Significant Changes:

Deer, either sex.
Archery.
October 1 through 31.
One deer of either sex per day.
Free hunt brochure serves as permit when signed, dated, and 
in hunter’s possession.
None

H unting o f  white-tailed deer is perm itted on designated areas o f  the refuge subject to the
follow ing conditions:

1. Hunting is permitted from October 1 through October 31.

2. Only archery hunting is permitted.

3. Permanent deer stands not permitted. Portable stands must be removed by October 31.

4. No person may possess or distribute bait or hunt over bait.

5. No firearms allowed.

6. Hunters may scout from one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset prior to the season.

7. All boats are prohibited in Lacassine Pool and Unit A after October 15. The following boat 
access restrictions apply: Lacassine Pool - boats with motors of 25 h.p. or less from Oct. 1 - 
15; Unit A - boats without motors from Oct. 1 - 15;Canals and Bayous outside Lacassine 
Pool - no limitation on motors Oct. 1 -31;  and Marshes outside Lacassine Pool - boats 
without motors Oct. 1-31.



LA Hunt Coordination Meeting 

2000-01 Hunting Season

MANDALAY NWR 

Deer and Hog
Archery only from October 1 - 31.

Waterfowl
Lottery draw for 5 permanent 3-man blinds on Wednesday and Saturday of state season. 
Saturday hunts require youth (agel0-15) participation.

BAYOU TECHE NWR (Experimental Season) J 
No property has been acquired at this time.

Upon acquisition, the following experimental hunts will be available during the entire state 
seasons:

Deer (Archery only, either sex, one deer/day)
Raccoon
Rabbit
Squirrel
Woodcock
Hogs (may be taken during archery or small game hunts)

Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday until noon. 
Dogs are only allowed for woodcock and waterfowl hunts.



SABINE NATIONAL W ILDLIFE REFUGE
2000-2001 PROPOSED HUNTING REGULATIONS

SPECIES: Early Teal (September)
TYPE HUNT: General Gun
SEASON: Morning until noon on Wednesday, 

Saturday, and Sunday during the 
Louisiana season for the Western Zone

BAG LIMIT: Same as State
PERMITS: Hunting regulations serve as permit
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES: None

SPECIES: Waterfowl (Ducks, Coots, and Geese)
TYPE HUNT: General Gun
SEASON: Morning until noon on Wednesday, 

Saturday, and Sunday during the 
Louisiana season for the Western Zone

BAG LIMIT: Same as State
PERMITS: Hunting regulations serve as permit
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES: None

SPECIES: Waterfowl (Ducks, Coots, and Geese)
TYPE HUNT: Youth Hunt Only
SEASON: Same as State
BAG LIMIT: Same as State
PERMITS: Hunting regulations serve as permit
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES: None



Tensas River National Wildlife Refuge
2000 - 2001 Proposed Hunt Schedule

Species: Turkey
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: March 25 - April 23, 2000
Bag Limit: 2 per License Year
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species: Squirrel (No Dogs)
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: Oct. 7 - Dec. 8 (Closed During Deer Gun 

Hunts)
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species: Squirrel (With / Without Dogs)
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: Dec 11 -Jw rSlf**- >( •
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species: Rabbit (No Dogs)
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: Oct. 7 - Dec. 8 (Closed During Deer Gun 

Hunts)
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species: Rabbit (With / Without Dogs)
Type Hunt: General Gun rr> . , /  

Dec 11 - Jarr3l * l *Season:
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None



Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Raccoon
General Gun ^  ,
Dec 11 -larrS l f w l !  
State Limits Apply 
Season Permit on Brochure 
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer
Archery
Oct 28 - Jan 31
State Limits Apply
Season Permit on Brochure
None

Species:
Type Hunt: 
Season: 
Bag Limit: 
Permit:

Either-Sex Deer 
Youth y,
Nov>T- ¥ <  7 -  1
One Deer per Day
Season Permit on Brochure Proof of Hunter

Significant Changes:
Education Required 
None

Species:
Type Hunt: 
Season: 
Bag Limit: 
Permit:

Either-Sex Deer 
Limited Youth
Dec 27 - 28, 2000 
One Deer per Day
Season Permit on Brochure Proof of Hunter 
Education Required

Significant Changes:

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer
Muzzleloader
Nov 27 - Dec 1
One Deer per Day
Season Permit on Brochure
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer 
General Gun -1
Nov 24 - 25 
One Deer Per Day 
Limited Permit Hunt (Lottery) 
None



Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer 
General Gun - 2
Dec 9- 10
One Deer Per Day
Limited Permit Hunt (Lottery)
None

Species:
Type Hunt: 
Season:

Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Waterfowl
General Gun
Tues. Thur. Sat. Sun. Until Noon During 
Regular State Season. Closed During Gun 
Hunts For Deer 
State Limits Apply 
Season Permit on Brochure 
Additional Acreage Open

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:

Significant Changes:

Waterfowl 
Limited Youth
State Youth Waterfowl Day 
State limits Apply
Season Permit on Brochure Proof of Hunter 
Education Required 
NewX trV

Species:
Type Hunt: 
Season:

Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Hogs
General Gun and Archery 
Open during squirrel, rabbit, and archery 
season. Closed during general gun hunts for 
deer, muzzleloader hunt, turkey season. 
Daylight hours only.
State Limits Apply
Season Permits on Brochure
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Woodcock ^
General Gun s.,.
Dec 11 - Jan 31 u  
State Limits Apply 
Season Permit on Brochure 
None
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve 
365 Canal Street, Suite 2400 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130-1142
IN atfJ-TJl TO.

N1615 (JELA) 
February 28, 2000.

James H. Jenkins, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of wildlife 

and Fisheries 
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898 

Re: 2000-2001 Hunting Seasons 

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve proposes the 
following dates for its 2000-2001 hunting seasons within the 
Barataria Preserve unit in Jefferson Parish, area six:

Deer (and Eurasian wild Boar, either sex)

Archery
October 14-December 17, 2000 
December 30, 2000-January 21, 2001

Either Sex
October 14-December 3, 2000

Still Hunt ( s h o t g u n  o n l y )
November 18-December 3, 2000
December 9-17, 2000
December 30, 2000-January 21, 2001

Either Sex
November 18-19, December 9-10, 2000 

Small Game

October 16-December 17, 2000 
December 30, 2000-January 21, 2001
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Page Two 
February 28, 2000

As in the past, seasons within the preserve track dates of the 
State season. All hunting ends daily at 12 noon. Hunting is by 
permit only.

We have enclosed for your perusal a copy of the 1999-2000 
Barataria Preserve hunting brochure and map.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 
David Muth, Chief of Resource Management, on (504) 589-3882, 
extension 128.

Sincerely,

Geraldine Smith 
Superintendent

cc: David Moreland, Deer Study Leader
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



REQUEST FOR COMMISSION APPROVAL

The Department requests the Commission approve a special either-sex 
deer season for the Camp Avondale Scout Reservation in East 
Feliciana Parish:

November 11-12-13, 2000.

Purpose of the Scout Hunt
There are 2 primary reasons for the Scout Deer Hunt on the 

Avondale Boy Scout Reservation:

1. To provide some quality outdoor recreational opportunities 
for the Scouts, and to promote a close father/son activity.

2. To provide a biological control of the deer herd. Without 
some type of hunting the deer herd will continue to expand beyond 
the ability of the range to support it. Overpopulation will result 
in deterioration of the range and decline in herd health.

Background
Most of East Feliciana Parish has a late deer rut occurring 

from mid-December to early January. When the Scout hunt was first 
initiated 15 years ago it was conducted late in the year. The 
resulting kill was very low despite high deer populations. A 
number of years later Department Biologist, Dave Moreland 
discovered and was able to document, the deer herd in the Avondale 
area had very early rut similar that encountered in western 
Louisiana. It was determined there is a small area near Clinton 
which exhibits the odd early rut.

For a number of years the Department designated an earlier 
opening season zone for this small area which enabled hunters to 
take advantage of the early rut. Several years ago a group of 
local landowners circulated a petition requesting this deer hunting 
season area be moved back into the later zone and be similiar to 
that of the rest of the parish. No significant objection was heard 
from most other landowners in the small zone, and after being 
warned most of • the rut would be over before the season even 
started, the Department went ahead and moved the small block back 
into the later Area 1 zone. Special Commission approval has been 
obtained to hold an early hunt on the Scout Reservation ever since.

Need for the Special Season
The purpose of the Avondale Scout Reservation is to provide a 

place for as much Scouting activity as possible to be conducted. 
The Scout Office -is concerned when a gun hunt is held on the 
Reservation, as all other Scouting activities must be shut down



during the hunt for obvious safety and liability reasons.

Understandably, the Scout Office is reluctant to shut the 
Reservation down any longer than absolutely necessary to adequately 
control the deer population. Therefore, it is necessary to shoot 
•the deer herd as hard as possible in the shortest period of time. 
Deer activity and movement is at its highest during the rut. This 
is why we want to schedule Reservation hunt during the rut when the 
deer are most active and vunerable to harvest.

As previously stated, the deer rut on the Avondale Scout 
Reservation has been documented to occur the first two weeks of 
November. This is before the Area 1 season opens.

A special Commission approved early season allowing the Boy 
Scout Office to control the deer herd on Avondale Scout Reservation 
is requested.



HUTCHINSON CREEK WMA 
PROPOSED REGULATIONS 2000-2001

Daily Self Clearing Permit required for all management area users.

Small Game and Turkey: Same as outside EXCEPT dogs permitted for rabbits Feb. 3-11.

Deer: Archery only, Oct. 1 - Jan. 31.

No camping on area.



SPECIAL AREAS FOR COMMISSION ACTION

Avery Island

Deer season same as outside with Area 7 season dates and the entire season is either sex.

Barksdale Air Force Base

All season dates conform to the state at large. All deer seasons are either sex.

Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant

All season dates conform to the state at large. All deer seasons are either sex.



FMHA TRACTS FOR COMMISSION ACTION

HUTCHINSON CREEK WMA 
PROPOSED REGULATIONS 2000-2001

Daily Self Clearing Permit required for all management area users.

Small Game and Turkey: Same as outside EXCEPT dogs permitted for rabbits Feb. 3-11.

Deer: Archery only, Oct. 1 - Jan. 31.

No camping on area.

Elbow Slough

Dove hunting is allowed the same as outside for the first split only. Steel shot is required. No 
other hunting is allowed.

Marsh Bayou and Walnut Hill

Small Game: Same as outside

Deer: Same as outside except still hunting only. (Marsh Bayou-Area 2; Walnut Hill-Area 3)



SPECIES SEASON DATES DAILY BAG POSSESSION
LIMIT LIMIT

Quail Nov. 18-Feb. 28 10 20

Rabbit Oct. 7-Feb. 28 8 16

Squirrel Oct. 7-Feb. 11 8 16

Deer See Schedule 1 antlered and 1 
antlerless (when 
legal on private 
lands)

6/season

Area Archcry Muzzleloader 
(All Either-sex)

Still Hunt With or 
Without Dogs

1 Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec. 3 
Jan. 8-Jan. 21

Dec. 9-Jan. 7

2 Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Oct. 28-Nov. 3 
Jan. 13-Jan. 19

Nov. 4-Dec. 8 Dec. 9-Jan. 12

3 Sept. 16-Jan.l6 Oct. 7-Oct,13 
Dec. 11-Dec. 15

Oct. 14-Dec. 10 
Dec. 16-Jan. 1

4 Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19

Nov. 18-Jan. 12

5 Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19 
Bucks Only

Nov. 18-26

6 Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec. 3 Dec. 9-Jan.21

7 Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Oct. 7-Oct.l3 
Jan. 15-Jan. 21

Oct. 14-Oct. 29 
Nov. 18-Dec. 3

Dec. 9-Jan. 14

Calendar adjustments.



MODERN FIREARM HITHER-SEX SEASONS

Parish Modem Firearm Eilher-sex Days
Acadia Oct. Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Allen Area 2 Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15,21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5,18-19, 24- 
26

Ascension Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10, 16-18
Assumption Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Avoyelles A real1 Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Area 6" Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 9-10

Beauregard Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3. Oct 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov 4-5,18-19,24- 
26

Bienville Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Bossier Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10
Caddo Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Calcasieu Area 2 Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5,18-19, 24- 
26

Caldwell Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec.9-10

Cameron Oct 14-15,21-22,28-29, Nov 4-5, 18-19,24-26
Catahoula Nov. 18-19,24-26, Dec. 9-10
Claiborne Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26. Dec 2-3, 9-10
Concordia Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
DeSolo Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10
East Baton Rouge Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
East Carroll Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10, 16-17 Eastol 

mainline Mississippi River Levee and south and east oi 
La 877 from West Carroll Parish line to La 580, south 
of La 580 to U S 65, west of U S 65 to Madison 
parish line.
Nov. 18-19, 24-26, the remainder of the parish.

East Feliciana Nov 18-19. 24-26, Dec. 2-3. 9-10. 16-17



Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Evangeline Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 6 Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3. 9-10. 16-17
Franklin Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Grant Area 1 Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10

Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Iberia Area3. Oct. 14-15,21-22, 28-29. Nov 4-5, 18-19,24- 

26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Area 7. Oct 14-15, Nov 18-19, 24-26. Dec 0-10

Iberville Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jackson Nov 4-5, 11-12. 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10
Jefferson Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jefferson Davis Area 2.Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22,28-29, Nov. 4-5,18-19, 24- 
26

Lafayette Area 3. Oct 14-15,21-22, 28-29, Nov 4-5, 18-19, 24- 
26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Lafourche Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
LaSalle Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Lincoln Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Livingston Nov 18-19. 24-26. Dec 2-3.9-10, 16-17
Madison Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Morehouse Area 2 Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Natchitoches Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3. 9-10
Orleans Closed to all deer hunting
Ouachita Area 2 Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3. 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Plaquemines Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10, 16-17
Pointe Coupee Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Rapides Area 1. Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10

Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3. Oct. 14-15,21-22,28-29, Nov 4-5, 18-19,24- 
26



Parish Modern Firearm Either-sei Days
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Red River Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Richland Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Sabine Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19,24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10
St. Bernard Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St Charles Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Helena Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St James Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10, 16-17
St. John Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St Landry Area 3 Oct 14-15, Nov 24-26. Dec. 9-10

Area6: Nov. 18-19,24-26, Dec.9-10
St Martin Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Mary Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Aiea 7 Oct 14-15, Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
St. Tammany Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Tangipahoa Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10, 16-17
Tensas Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Terrebonne Oct 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec 9-10
Union Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Vermillion Oct 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Vernon Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct 14-15,21-22,28-29, Nov. 4-5,18-19,24- 
26

Washington Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Webster Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10
We s t  B a t o n  
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

West Carroll Closed
West Feliciana Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Winn Nov 4-5, 11-12. 18-19, 24-26. Dec. 2-3. 9-10

Calendar adjustments. Add two days in Catahoula, Caldwell and LaSalle.



1. NUISANCE ANIMALS Landowners or their designees may remove beaver and nutria 
causing damage to their property without a special permit. Water set traps and firearms 
may be used to remove beaver; nutria may be removed by any means EXCEPT that nutria 
cannot be taken by the use of headlight and gun between the hours of sunset and sunrise. 
Beavers may be taken between one-half hour after official sunset to one-half hour 
before official sunrise for a period of three consecutive calendar evenings from the 
effective date of the permit issued by the department For specific details contact a 
region office near you. Any nuisance beaver or nutria trapped or shot outside open 
trapping season cannot be pelted or sold. A trapping license is required to possess, sell or 
pelt nuisance beavers or nutria taken during open trapping season. Squirrels found 
destroying commercial crops of pecans may be taken year-round by permit issued 
by the Department. This permit shall be valid for 30 days from the date of issuance. 
Contact the local region office for details.

2. One antlered and one antlerless (when legal on private lands) deer per day EXCEPT on 
Wildlife Management Areas, Federal RefUges and National Forest Lands where the daily 
limit shall be one deer per day. Six per season (all segments included) by all methods of 
take.

3. SPECIAL YOUTH DEER HUNT (Either Sex): AREAS 1,4, 5 and 6-Nov.4-5; AREA 
2- Oct. 14-15; AREAS 3 and 7- Oct. 2-3. Youth must be under the age of 16, must have 
completed a department approved hunter safety course, and must be accompanied by a 
adult licensed to hunt big game.

4. Change Caldwell Parish from Area 1 to Area 2.

5. Hunters may enter the WMA no earlier than 3:00 AM unless otherwise specified and on 
days when Daily permits are required. On days when Daily permits are required, 
permit stations will open 2 hours before legal shooting hours. Hunters must exit the 
WMA no later than two hours after sunset unless otherwise specified.

6. Burning of the marsh is prohibited except by permit. Permits may be obtained from 
the Fur and Refuge Division.

7. HANDICAPPED SEASON: For hunters possessing a Physically Challenged Hunters 
Permit, Oct. 23-24, on West Bay and a portion of Jackson-Bienville; and Nov. 4-5 on 
Bens Creek (self-clearing permit required), Sherburne and a portion of Dewey Wills (north 
of Diversion Canal only). Participants must possess a Physically Challenged Hunter 
Permit. Contact Region Office for permit application and map of specific hunting area. 
Catahoula and Red Dirt National Wildlife Management Preserves will have a Handicapped 
Deer Hunt on Oct. 16-17. Pointe-au-Chien will have an experimental Lottery 
Handicapped waterfowl h u n t Contact New Orleans Office, Fur and Refuge 
Division for details (504)-566-5686.

8. COMMERCIAL FISHING: Permits are required of all commercial fisherman using



Grassy Lake, Pomme de Terre and Spring Bayou WMAs. Drag seines (except minnow 
and bait seines) are prohibited EXCEPT experimental bait seines allowed on Dewey Wills 
WMA north of LA 28 in diversion canal. Commercial fishing is prohibited during regular 
waterfowl seasons on Grand Bay, Silver Lake and Lower Sunk Lake on Three Rivers 
WMA. Commercial fishing is prohibited on Salvador/Timken, Ouachita and Pointe-au- 
Chien WMAs EXCEPT commercial fishing on Pointe-au-Chien is allowed in Cutoff 
Canal and Wonder Lake. No commercial fishing activity shall impede navigation and no 
unattended vessels or barges will be allowed. Non compliance with permit regulations will 
result in revocation of commercial fishing privileges for the period the license is issued 
and one year there after. Commercial fishing is allowed on Pass-a-Loutre and 
Atchafalaya Delta WMAs. See Pass-a-Loutre for additional commercial fishing 
regulations on mullet.

9. Discharging of firearms on or hunting from designated roads, ATV trails and their rights- 
of-way is prohibited during modem firearm and muzzleloader deer season. PAGE 23

10. On Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges all deer stands must be removed from the 
area no later than two hours after the end of legal shooting hours each day,

11. Hunting from utility poles, high tension power lines, oil and gas exploration 
facilities or platforms is prohibited.

12. A permanent blind is any blind using non-natural materials or having a frame which is not 
dismantled within two hours after the end of legal shooting time each day. Blinds with 
frames of wood, plastic, metal poles, wire, mesh, webbing or other materials may be used 
but must be removed from the WMA within two hours after sunset. Blinds made solely of 
natural vegetation may be left in place but cannot be used to reserve hunting locations.
All decoys must be removed from the WMA daily.

13. Horses and mules may be ridden on Wildlife Managements Areas except where 
prohibited and except during gun seasons for deer and turkey. Riding is restricted 
to designated roads and trails. Hunting and trapping from horses and mules is 
prohibited EXCEPT for quail hunting or as otherwise specified.

14. All hunters (including archers and small game hunters) EXCEPT waterfowl hunters and 
dove hunters on WMAs must display 400 square inches o f “Hunter Orange” and wear a 
“Hunter Orange” cap during open gun season for deer. Quail and woodcock hunters as 
well as hunters participating during special dog seasons for rabbit and squirrel are required 
to wear a minimum of a “Hunter Orange” cap. ALSO, all non-hunters afield during 
hunting seasons are encouraged to display “Hunter Orange.”

15. ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles cannot be left overnight on WMAs EXCEPT on designated 
camping areas. All roads including trails and roads designated as ATV-Only shall be 
closed to ATVs from March 1 through August 31 and from two hours after sunset to 
3:00 AM unless otherwise specified. Certain trails may be open during this time



period to provide access for fishing or other purpose. These trails will be marked by 
signs at the entrance of the trail.

16. SMALL GAME (SQUIRREL, RABBIT, QUAIL, DOVE, WOODCOCK, SNIPE, RAIL, 
AND GALLINULE) Same as outside EXCEPT closed during modem firearm either-sex 
deer seasons, EXCEPT consult regulations for Bodcau and EXCEPT Quail seasons 
closes Jan. 31 on Sandy Hollow and EXCEPT all small game hunting closed on Tunica 
Hills and Alexander State Forest during the muzzleloader season. No hunting on 
unharvested agricultural fields (not including food plots) prior to November 13 on Bayou 
Macon, Buckhom, Red River, Sherburne and Ouachita WMAs. Consult the following 
WMA Hunting Schedules for exceptions or any other specific details. Also, see 
Atchafalaya Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-au-Chien and Salvador/Timken for additional 
information. Unless otherwise specified under the specific WMA hunting schedule, the 
use of dogs for rabbit and squirrel hunting is prohibited.

17. WATERFOWL (DUCKS, GEESE, AND COOTS)Same as outside EXCEPT closed 
during modem firearm either-sex seasons. Waterfowl hunting will be allowed on Bodcau 
and Salvador/Timken WMAs, Pintail Alley on Ouachita WMA, Pearl River south of Hwy. 
90 and the South Farm Complex of Sherburne WMA during either-sex deer season. 
Hunting after 2 p.m. prohibited except on Atchafalaya Delta, Biloxi, Pass-a-Loutre, 
Pointe-au-Chien, Salvador/Timken and Wisner. Consult the specific WMA regulations 
for shooting hours on these WMAs. Consult the following WMA Hunting Schedules for 
exceptions or any other specific details, including Lottery Waterfowl Hunt requirements 
for Red River and Sherburne WMAs.

18. BAYOU MACON 
Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28. Self-Clearing Permit required. Mules are allowed for nighttime raccoon 
hunting

19. GRASSY LAKE
Deer: Nov. 24-25, either-sex. Daily Permit required. Nov. 26 and Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks 
only. Self Clearing Permit required.
Muzzleloader: Jan. 8-14, either-sex. Self Clearing Permit required.

20. PASS-A-LOUTRE : Commercial Fishing: Same as outside, commercial mullet fishing 
open only in: South Pass, Pass-a-Loutre, North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, 
Dennis Pass, Johnson Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Viveats Pass, 
Cognevich Pass, Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, Garden Island Bay, Northshore Bay, East Bay 
(west of barrier islands)and oil and gas canals as described on the Department Pass-a- 
Loutre WMA Map. ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

21. POINTE-AU-CHIEN. Waterfowl: Same as outside EXCEPT hunting after 12 noon 
prohibited. Experimental Lottery Handicapped Waterfowl Hunt Contact New 
Orleans, Fur and Refuge Division for details (504)-56&-5868. ATVS, ATCs, and



motorcycles prohibited on this area.

22. SALVADOR/TIMKEN
Boats powered by internal combustion engines having horsepower ratings above 25 h.p. 
are permitted only in oil company access canals, Louisiana Cypress Canal, the Netherlands 
Pond including the West Canal, Lakes “Baie Des Chactas” and Bale Du Cabanage” and 
the Rathbome Access ditch. Operation of the above described internal combustion 
engines in interior ditches is prohibited, EXCEPT by experimental permit to be 
obtained from the New Orleans Office, Fur and Refuge Division, Room 217.
ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

23. SHERBURNE 
Crawfishing:
April 1-July 31, Recreational crawfishing only on the North and South Farm 
Complexes. Crawfish harvest limited to 100 pounds per vehicle or boat per day.
No traps or nets left overnight No motorized watercraft allowed on farm complex. 
Commercial crawfishing allowed on the remainder of the area. Permit is required. 
Retriever training allowed on selected portions of the WMA. Contact the Region 
office for specific details.

24. TUNICA HILLS:
North of Hwy. 66 (Angola Tract) closed to the general public March 1-September 30 
EXCEPT spring turkey hunting access allowed for those individuals drawn for 
special lottery hunt.

25. Changed all “permitted” to “allowed”.



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
March 2, 2000

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission -at its regular Commission Meeting held.in Baton Rouge 
LA, March 2, 2000.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
or quadrupeds is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, 
and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting on both 
public and private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations, 
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of 
resident game species are hereby adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission as a Notice of Intent.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of its intent to promulgate rules and regulations governing the 

hunting of resident game birds and game quadrupeds.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART XIX. Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Season 

§101. General

The Resident Game Hunting Season, 2000-2001 regulations are 

hereby adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. A 

complete copy of the Regulation Pamphlet may be obtained from the 

Department.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 

1995) , amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997), LR 

24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), LR 26: .

§103. Resident Game Birds and Animals 2000-2001

A. Shooting hours. One-half hour before sunrise to one-half 

hour after sunset.

B. Consult Regulation Pamphlet for seasons or specific



regulations on Wildlife Management Areas or specific localities.

Species Season Dates Daily Bag 
Limit

Possession
Limit

Quail Nov. 18-Feb. 28 10 20
Rabbit Oct. 7-Feb. 28 8 16
Squirrel Oct. 7-Feb. 11 8 16

Pheasant Nov. 18-Jan. 31 2 (Cock Only) 4

Deer See Schedule 1 antlered and 
1 antlerless 
(when legal on 
private lands)

6/season

C. Deer Hunting Schedule

Area Archery Muz zleloader 
(All Either Sex)

Still Hunt With or 
Without Dogs

1 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec.3 
Jan. 8-Jan.21

Dec. 9-Jan. 7

2 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Oct. 28-Nov. 3 
Jan. 13-Jan. 19

Nov. 4-Dec. 8 Dec. 9-Jan.12

3 Sept. 
16-
Jan.16

Oct. 7-Oct.13 
Dec. 11-Dec. 15

Oct.14-Dec.10 
Dec.16-Jan. 1

4 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19

Nov.18-Jan.12

5 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19 
Bucks Only

Nov. 18-26

6 Oct. i- 
Jan. 31

Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec. 
3

Dec. 9-Jan.21

7 Oct. 1- 
Jan. 31

Oct. 7-Oct.13 
Jan. 15-Jan. 21

Oct. 14-0ct. 
29
Nov. 18-Dec. 
3

Dec. 9-Jan. 
14



D. Modern Firearm Schedule (Either Sex Seasons)

Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Acadia Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Allen Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 
24-26

Ascension Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-18
Assumption Nov. 18-19, 24-2.6, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Avoyelles Area 1: Nov.*18-19, 24-26, Dec.9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Beauregard Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3: Oct. .14-15,. 21-22, 28-29/ Nov. 4-5,-18-19, 
24-26. ; .. / V .  ■

Bienville Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Bossier Nov. '4-5, 11 -12.',' -18-19, -24-26, Dec. 2-3,_ 9-10-
Caddo Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Calcasieu ■ Area 2: Nov.. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec, 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,
24-26

Caldwell Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10"
Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec.9-10

Cameron > Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4.-5., 18.-19, 24-26
Catahoula Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Claiborne Nov. 4-5,r 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Concordia Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
DeSoto Nov. 4-5,,..11-12,, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
East Baton 
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

East Carroll Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17 East of
mainline'Mississippi River Levee and south and east 
of'La.: 877/from West Carroll Parish line to La. .580, 
south of La. " 580 to U. S .. 65, west, of U.S. 65 to 
Madison parish line..
Nov. 18-19, 24-26, the remainder of the parish.

East
Feliciana

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Evangeline Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10



Parish M o d e m  Firearm Either-sex Days
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Franklin Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Grant Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Iberia Area. 3-:. Oct.. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 

24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Area J:, Oct; 14-15> Novi 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Iberville Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jackson Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Jefferson Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jefferson
Davis

Area 2 :'.Nov.. 4,-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 
24-26

Lafayette. Area-3: Oct. 14-;15,.. 2 1 - 2 2 2 8 - 2 9 , \Nov. 4-5,. 18-19, 
24-26 " ■ ' . .
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Lafourche Nov. 18-19, 24-26) Dec." 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
LaSalle Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, '.Dec. 9-10 '.■■•* -s' 1
Lincoln Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Livingston Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3/, 9-10,y 16-17- - - : 1
Madison Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Morehouse Area 2: Nov.. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26,, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Natchitoches Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19," 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Orleans Closed to all deer hunting
Ouachita Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec.. 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Plaquemines Nov. 18-19, 24-26," Deo. 2-3, 9-10, 16717
Pointe Coupee Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Rapides Area 1: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec.’ 2-3, 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3: Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 
24-26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Red River Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10



Parish Modern Firearm Either-sex Days
Richland Nov. 18 -19, 24-26
Sabine Nov. 4-5, 11 -12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
St. Bernard Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Charles Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Helena Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. James Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec.- 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. John Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Landry Area 3: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 24-26, Dec . 9-10

Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9- 10
St. Martin Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Mary Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3 , 9-10, 16-17

Area .7: Oct. 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24- 26, Dec. 9-10
St. Tammany Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Tangipahoa Nov. :T8-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17 .
Tensas Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Terrebonne Oct; :14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10 .
Union Nov. 4-5, 11 -12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Vermillion Oct. 14-15, 21.-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Vernon Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

,, .. Area 3: Oct . 14-15, 21-22, "28-29, Nov: 4-5,- 18-19,
24-2 (S' -

Washington Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Webster Nov. 4-5, 11 -12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
West Baton Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Rouge
West Carroll Closed
West Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Feliciana
Winn Nov. 4-5, 11 -12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

E . Farm Raised White-tailed Deer on Supplemented Shooting 

Preserves

Archery Modern Firearm Either Sex Muzzleloader



Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Nov. 1-Dec. 6 Nov. 1-3 Dec. 7-20
(Either Sex) Dec. 

Dec.
21-23 
26-Jan.31

Dec. 
Dec.

21-23
26-30

(Either Sex)

F. Exotics on Supplemented Shooting Preserves: Either Sex, 

no closed season.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 

1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997), LR 

24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), repromulgated LR 

25:1526 (August 1999), LR 26: .

Public hearings will be held at regularly scheduled Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission Meetings from April through July. 

Additionally interested persons may submit written comments 

relative to the proposed rule until May 19, 2000 to Mr. Tommy 

Prickett, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000.

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972 (B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



2000-2001 Wildlife Management Area Hunting Seasons

1. ALEXANDER STATE FOREST
(Owner - Office of Forestry- 
LDAF - 8,092 Acres, Region 3):
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, bucks only. 
Muzzleloader:

Oct. 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 
either-sex. Daily Permit.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
muzzleloader hunts for deer. 
Waterfowl:

Waterfowl hunting after 2
p.m. prohibited. (C e r t a i n  
areas may be closed as posted). 
Vehicles restricted to paved 
and graveled roads. No parking 
on or fishing or swimming from 
bridges. No open fires EXCEPT 
in recreational areas.
2. ATCHAFALAYA DELTA (Owner -
State of Louisiana - 137,000
Acres, Region 6):
Deer (Archery Only):

Oct. 1-Nov. 30, on Main 
Delta only (Wax Lake 
Delta closed) . No
hunting in restricted 
areas. Self Clearing
permit required from 
A t c h a f a l a y a  D e l t a
headquarters.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

shooting hours shall be M hour 
before sunrise to 2 p.m. during 
opening weekends of teal and 
duck seasons and % hour before 
sunrise to sunset the remainder 
of the season.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles allowed for

rabbits Dec. 1-Feb. 28. 
No hunting in restricted 
areas.

Trapping:
Trapping is allowed only 
by written agreement with 
the Louisiana Department 
of W i l d l i f e  and
Fisheries.

Water control structures are 
not to be tampered with or 
altered by anyone other than
employees of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries.
ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles 
prohibited.
3. ATTAKAPAS (Owner - State of
Louisiana - 26,300 Acres,
Region 6):
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Dec. 16-Jan. 1, bucks

only.
Muzzleloader:

Jan. 6-14, either-sex. 
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for rabbits 
Jan. 15-Feb. 28. Waterfowl
hunting after 2 p.m.
prohibited.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ranging livestock 
prohibited.
4. BAYOU MACON (Department 
Owned - 6,940 Acres, Region 2):
Deer:

Nov. 18-20, either-sex, 
hunt restricted to those 
selected as a result of the



pre-application lottery. 
Hunters must check in at Hwy. 2 
to have permit validated.
Archery:

All deer must be reported 
at Self-Clearing Station. 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex.
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 
28. Waterfowl hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 
Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 15- 
Feb. 11.

Raccoon (Nighttime): Jan. 15-
28. Self-Clearing Permit
required. Mules are allowed 
for nighttime raccoon hunting. 
All night activities prohibited 
EXCEPT as otherwise provided. 
5. BAYOU PIERRE (Department 
Owned - 2,216 Acres, Region 1): 
Waterfowl Refuge is closed to 
all hunting, trapping and 
fishing EXCEPT archery hunting 
for deer, which is allowed on 
the entire area. Refuge is 
marked with "Waterfowl Refuge" 
signs.
Deer:

Oct. 1-Jan. 31, Archery
only. Either-sex.
Archery hunting for deer 
is allowed in the 
waterfowl refuge.

All Small Game:
Same as outside. Beagles 

allowed for rabbits Jan. 13- 
Feb. 28.
Waterfowl:

Entire area CLOSED for 
waterfowl hunting.
No ATVs or ATCs allowed on the 
area. Motorized vehicles are 
allowed only on parish roads 
and roads marked on WMA map.
6. BENS CREEK (Owner
Weyerhaeuser Co., Inc. - 13,500 
acres, Region 7):
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth and Handicapped 
Hunters.
Special Deer Season for Youth & 
Handicapped Hunters:

Nov. 4-5, entire area 
open to both groups. 
Permit required for 
Handicapped hunters must 
be obtained in advance 
from Region Office. 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required for youth and 
handicapped hunters.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 

Self Clearing Permit. Dec. 
9-Jan. 7, bucks only, Self- 
Clearing Permit required.
Archery:

All deer killed must be 
reported at Self-Clearing 
Permit Station.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-8 and Jan. 8-24
either-sex, Self-Clearing
Permit required.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm and youth 
hunts for deer.
Waterfowl hunting after 2 

• p.m prohibited. Beagles 
allowed for rabbits 

. Jan.15-Feb. 28.
Raccoon (Nighttime):



Jan. 15-28, Self-Clearing 
Permit required.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
All motorized vehicles 
restricted to designated roads. 
Refer to WMA map for location 
of designated roads.
No hunting in restricted areas 
(See WMA map).
Horses and mules are 
specifically prohibited during 
gun seasons for deer and during 
the spring turkey season.
7. BIG COLEWA BAYOU 
(Department Owned - 910 Acres, 
Region 2):
Deer: Archery only.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside. Beagles 
allowed for rabbit 
hunting Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 
Waterfowl hunting after 2
p.m. prohibited.
ATV's restricted to 
designated trails. Refer 
to WMA map for location 
of designated trails. 
All other motorized 
vehicles prohibited. All 
nighttime activities
prohibited.

8. BIG LAKE (Department Owned 
- 19,221 Acres, Region 4):
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex. 
Daily Permit.

Nov. 26 and Dec. 30-Jan. 
7, bucks only.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during modern 
firearm either-sex gun

hunts for deer. Beagles 
allowed for rabbits Jan. 
15-Feb. 28. Squirrel
hunting with dogs allowed 
Jan. 15-Feb. 11.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
J an. 15-28.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ranging livestock
prohibited.
9. BILOXI (Owner - Biloxi 
Marsh Land Corporation - 39,583 
Acres, Region 7):
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles allowed for rabbits 
when duck season is closed.
10. BODCAU (Owner - U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers - 32,471
Acres, Region 1):
Deer:

Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19,
24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
either-sex. Nov. 6-10,
13-17, 20-23, Nov. 27-
Dec. 1, 4-8, bucks only.

Small Game:
Same as outside. Beagles 

allowed for rabbits Jan. 13- 
Feb. 28. Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 13-Feb. 11. 
Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan. 13-Feb. 11.
Unmarked Hogs:



May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
11. BOEUF -(Department Owned - 
48,595 Acres, Region 4):
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, to all hunters 
EXCEPT for Youth Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit. Nov. 26 
and Dec. 16-24, bucks 
only.

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts and youth hunts 
for deer. Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28.
Squirrel hunting with dogs 
allowed Jan. 15-Feb. 11. Dove 
hunting prohibited in 
unharvested a g r i c u l t u r a l  
fields.
Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited. No
internal combustion 
engines and craft allowed 
in Green Tree Reservoir. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28 

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ra n g i n g  livestock 
prohibited.
12. BOISE-VERNON (Owner 
Boise-Cascade Company - 54,269

Acres. Region 5):
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 28-29, either-sex. 

Daily Permit required.
Oct. 30-Nov. 23, bucks 
only. Nov. 24-26,
either-sex, Self-Clearing 
Permits.

Muzzleloader:
Nov. 27-Dec. 3, either-

sex.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 6-Feb. 
11. Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 13-Feb. 28. 
Waterfowl hunting after 
2:00 PM prohibited. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15- Feb. 11, Permit 

required from Lake Charles 
Region Office.
Road travel and hunting 
restrictions: All motorized
vehicles restricted to 
designated roads. Refer to WMA 
map for location of designated 
roads. Hunting prohibited on 
roads designated for motorized 
vehicle travel.
13. BUCKHORN (Department Owned 
- 8,955 Acres, Region 4):
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
hunt restricted to those 
selected as a result of the 
pre-application lottery.

Nov. 26, Dec. 30-Jan. 7,



bucks only.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for rabbits 
Jan. 15-Feb. 28. Squirrel
hunting with dogs allowed Jan. 
15-Feb. 11.

Dove hunting prohibited 
i n  u n h a r v e s t e d
agricultural fields. 

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer and 
EXCEPT hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan. 17-30.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ranging l i vestock
prohibited.
14. CAMP BEAUREGARD (Louisiana 
National Guard - 12,500 Acres, 
Region 3):
Daily military clearance 
required for all recreational 
users. Registration for use of 
Self-Clearing permit required 
once per year at Range Central 
Building, telephone (318) 641- 
3355, 641-3365 or LDWF, Region 
III Office, telephone (318) 
487-5885. All or portions of 
the area may be closed daily 
due to military activities. 
All game harvested must be 
reported on self-clearing 
checkout permit.
Area Closed:

Oct. 7-8 to all EXCEPT

youth hunters.
Youth Deer Hunt:

Oct. 7-8, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. Permit 
available from Rifle Range Road 
Station only.
Deer:

Dec. 16-17 and Dec. 23-
Jan. 1, bucks only, Self- 
Clearing Permit 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-8, either-sex Self- 
Clearing Permit required.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside, EXCEPT 
closed during youth deer hunt. 
Squirrel hunting with dogs 
allowed Jan. 15-Feb. 11.
Waterfowl hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ranging livestock
prohibited.
15. DEWEY W. WILLS (Department 
Owned - 60,276 Acres, Region
3) :
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, to all hunters 
EXCEPT youth and handicapped 
hunters.
Special Handicapped Season:

Nov. 4-5, That portion of 
the area north of the 
Diversion Canal shall be 
open only to handicapped 
hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, That portion of 

the area south of the Diversion 
Canal shall be open to youth 
hunters only.
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex,



Daily Permit. Nov. 26 
and Dec. 30-Jan. 7,
Bucks Only. 

Muzzleloader:
Jan. 8-14, either-sex. 

Small Game:
Same "as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth/handicapped hunts 
for deer. Beagles
allowed for rabbits 
Jan. 15-Feb. 28 and
squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed from Jan. 
15-Feb. 11.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28 in fenced- 
in areas south and east 
of LA Hwy. 28. Free- 
r a n g i n g  l i v e s t o c k
prohibited in area south 
and east of Hwy. 28. 
Also, free ranging 
livestock EXCEPT hogs 
prohibited in fenced-in 
area north of LA Hwy. 28. 

Crawfish:
Limited to 100 pounds per 

person per day.
Roads may be closed during 

wet weather conditions.
16. ELM HALL (Department Owned 
- 2,839 Acres, Region 6):
Deer:

Nov. 24, either-sex. Nov. 
25-26 and Dec. 9-17, bucks

only.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm deer hunts 
and hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

No ATVs allowed.
17. FORT POLK (Owner - U.S. 
Army and U.S. Forest Service - 
109,855 Acres, Region 5):
Daily military clearance 
required to hunt any game. 
Registration for use of Self- 
Clearing Permit required once 
per year at Building #7654, 
North Fort Polk, telephone 1- 
888-718-3029 or (318) 531-5715 
to obtain information on areas 
open for hunting. Either-Sex 
deer season daily permits 
available at daily permit 
stations. *Moving deer or hogs 
on a WMA with organized drivers 
and standers, drivers or making 
use of noises or noise-making 
devices is prohibited. 
Trappers must also register at 
Building #7654 and use Self- 
Clearing system. Special
regulations apply to ATV users. 
This information available 
where permits are issued or at 
w w w . j r t c -  
polk.army.mil/hunting.htm. 
Deer:

Oct. 28-Nov. 23, bucks
only. Self-Clearing Permit.

Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Daily Permit.

Dec. 4-15, bucks only, 
Self-Clearing Permit.

http://www.jrtc-polk.army.mil/hunting.htm
http://www.jrtc-polk.army.mil/hunting.htm


Dec. 16-17, either-sex,
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 18-22, bucks only, 
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 23-24, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 25-Jan. 1, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing Permit. 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required, Special Permit, 
Building #7654. A
selected portion of the 
area to be open. Special 
Archery regulations for 
Cantonment Areas, check 
locally at Building 
#7654. Either-Sex deer 
legal
Sept. 16-Jan. 18.
Remainder of WMA
restricted to bucks only 
when Bucks-Only gun 
season is in progress. 

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Hunter Orange must 
be worn when bucks only 
gun hunts for deer are in 
progress. Waterfowl
hunting prohibited after 
2 p.m. Squirrel hunting 
with dogs allowed Jan. 6- 
Feb. 13.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Sept. 16- 
Feb. 28.
Fishing:

Special regulations
pertaining to fishing are 
posted at specific lakes. 

18. GEORGIA-PACIFIC (Owner - 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation -

25,480 Acres, Region 2):
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22, to all 
hunters EXCEPT youth 
hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit
required.

Deer:
Nov. 4-12 bucks only. 
Self-Clearing Permit
required. Nov. 24-26, 
either-sex. Daily Permit 
required.

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Dogs allowed for squirrel 
hunting Jan. 15-Feb. 11.
W a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g
prohibited after 2 p.m. 
Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 17-30, Permit 
required from Monroe 
Region Office.

EXCEPT as otherwise provided, 
all nighttime activities 
prohibited.
19. GRASSY LAKE (Department 
Owned - 12,657 Acres, Region
6) :
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 26 and Dec. 30-Jan. 
7, bucks only. Self 
Clearing Permit required. 

Muzzleloader:



Jan. 8-14, either-sex. 
Self Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15- Feb. 
28.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and EXCEPT hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 

Sport Fishing:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
permitted only after 2 
p.m. during waterfowl 
season on Smith Bay, Red 
River Bay and Grassy Lake 
proper.

Commercial Fishing:
Permitted EXCEPT on Smith 

Bay, Red River Bay and Grassy 
Lake proper on Saturday and 
Sunday and during waterfowl 
season. Permits available from 
area supervisor Spring Bayou 
Headquarters or Opelousas 
Region Office.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
Free - ranging livestock
prohibited. No hunting in 
restricted area.
20. JACKSON-BIENVILLE (Owner - 
Willamette Industries, et. al. 
- 32,000 Acres, Region 1):
Self-Clearing Permits are 
required to hunt on Jackson- 
Bienville WMA EXCEPT when daily 
permits are required for the 
Nov. 4-5 either-sex deer hunts.

ATVs are allowed on non-public 
maintained gravel roads and 
timber management woods roads 
and trails. However, all 
ATVs/ATCs prohibited from March 
1 through Sept. 1.
Area Closed (portion):

Oct. 20-21, on designated 
portions. Closed to all
hunters EXCEPT youth and 
handicapped hunters.
Special Deer Season for Youth 
&Handicapped Hunters:

Oc t. 21-22, for
handicapped and youth 
hunters only on a portion 
of Jackson-Bienville WMA. 
Contact Minden Region 
Office for Handicapped 
Permits and specific map. 
Handicapped Permit must 
be obtained in advance 
from any Region .Office. 
Self clearing permits are 
required. .

Note: Daily Permits for the
Nov. 4-5 either-sex deer hunt 
will be available from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Nov. 3 at the 
Field Office Daily Permit Check 
Station on North Road. Daily 
Permit Check Stations will be 
open at 4:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 4.
Deer:

Nov. 4-5, either-sex. 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26,
Dec. 2-3, 9-10 either-
sex, Self-Clearing Permit 
required. Nov. 20-23, 
Dec. 11-Jan. 1, bucks
only, Self-Clearing
Permit required.

All deer and hogs harvested 
Nov. 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 16-17, 
23-24, 30-31, must be brought



to the Field Office on North 
Road to be weighed, inspected, 
photographed and tagged. 
Wildlife Division personnel 
will be at the Field Office 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on the 
days listed.
Archery:

Same as outside.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed O c t . 21-22
(portion) and Nov. 4-5. 
Rabbits may be hunted 
with beagles Jan. 13-
Feb. 28. Squirrel
hunting with dogs allowed 
Jan 13 - Feb . 11.
W a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g
prohibited after 2 p.m. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 13-Feb. 11.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28. All hogs must be 
reported at Self-Clearing 
Permit Station or Daily Permit 
Station.
21. JOYCE (Department Owned - 
15,609 Acres, Region 7):
Deer:

Same as outside, still 
hunt only.
Muzzleloader:

Same as outside, still 
hunt only.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside. 
Waterfowl hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.
Swamp Walk:

Adhere to all WMA rules 
and regulations. No firearms 
or hunting allowed within 100 
yards of walkways. Check 
hunting schedule and use

walkway at your own risk.
22. LAKE BOEUF (Department
Owned - 786 acres, Region 7) 
Hunting until 12:00 noon for 
all game. All nighttime
a c t i vities prohibited,
including frogging.
Deer:

Archery only. Same as 
outside.
Small Game:

Same as outside.
Waterfowl:

Same as outside.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
23. LAKE RAMSEY (Department 
Owned - 800 Acres, Region 7):
Deer:

Archery only, either-sex. 
Oct 1-Jan 31.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside. Beagles 
allowed for rabbits Jan. 
15-Feb. 28. Waterfowl
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

Foot traffic only - All 
vehicles restricted to Parish 
Roads.
24. LITTLE RIVER (Department
Owned - 3,277 Acres,
International Paper, Corp.-887, 
Region 3):
Deer:

Nov. 4-12, bucks only. 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-8, either-sex. 
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan. 15-28.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
squirrel hunting with dogs 
allowed Jan. 6-Feb. 11. 
Waterfowl hunting after 2 p.m.



prohibited. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 6-Feb. 28. 
Roads may be closed during wet 
conditions.
25. LOGGY BAYOU (Department 
Owned - 4,213, U. S. Army Corp 
of Engineers-2,353 Acres, 
Region 1) :
Self-Clearing Permit required 
for all persons hunting on 
boggy Bayou WMA EXCEPT when 
Daily Permits are required 
during the either-sex gun hunts 
for deer. Daily Permits will 
be available only from the 
Check Station at the 
campground.
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters. 
(Loggy Bayou boat ramp 
will remain open for non
area users.)

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex.

Self-Clearing Permit required. 
Refer to WMA General 
Regulations for hunt
requirements. All other
activities CLOSED.
Archery:

Oct. 1-Jan 31, EXCEPT 
closed Oct. 21-22 to all but
Youth Hunters.
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. Daily 
Permit available at main 
campground only.
Muzzleloader:

Nov. 27-Dec. 1, either-
sex. Self-Clearing Permit
required.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during modern 
firearm either-sex gun

hunts for deer and youth 
hunts. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 13- Feb. 
28. Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 13- 
Feb. 11.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited. Self-Clearing
Permit required.
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan. 6- Feb. 11, Self- 
Clearing Permit required.
26. MANCHAC (Department Owned - 
8,325 Acres, Region 7):
Deer (Archery Only):

Oct. 1-Jan. 31, either-
sex.
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
waterfowl hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited. Steel shot required 
for rails, snipe and
gallinules.
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
C r a b s  :

No crab traps allowed. 
Attended lift nets are allowed.
27. OUACHITA (Department Owned 
- 8,745 Acres, Region 2):
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters. 

Waterfowl Refuge:
North of LA Hwy. 15 
closed to all hunting, 
fishing and trapping 
during waterfowl season. 

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Deer:



Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required.
Dec. 16-Jan. 1, bucks
o n l y , Self-Clearing
Permits required. 

Waterfowl:
South'of LA Hwy. 15, same 
as outside EXCEPT closed 
during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer 
and EXCEPT hunting after 
2 p.m. prohibited.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28.
Snipe hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited during 
waterfowl season.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Oct. 1-13, Oct. 28-Nov.
19, Jan. 20-Feb. 4,
Permit required from 
Monroe Region Office. 

Crawfish:
April 1-May 31, 100
pounds per person per day 
limit. Night crawfishing 
prohibited. No traps or 
nets left overnight. 

Commercial Fishing:
Closed.

All nighttime activities 
prohibited EXCEPT as otherwise 
provided.
28. PAS S-A -LOUTRE (Department 
Owned - 100,000 Acres, Region 
8) :
Waterfowl:

Same as outside.
Archery:

Same as outside. Either- 
sex, Special Permit 
required from Pass-a-

Loutre Headquarters.
Small Game:

Same as outside. Beagles 
allowed only when duck and 
archery seasons are closed. 
Unmarked Hogs:

May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

Commercial Fishing:
Same as outside,
commercial mullet fishing 
open only in: South Pass, 
Pass-a-Loutre, North 
Pass, Southeast Pass,
Northeast Pass, Dennis 
Pass, Johnson Pass,
Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, 
Wright Pass, Viveats 
Pass, Cognevich Pass,
Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, 
Garden Island Bay,
Northshore Bay, East Bay 
(west of barrier islands) 
and oil and gas canals as 
described on the
Department Pass-a-Loutre 
WMA Map.

Oyster harvesting is
prohibited.
ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles
prohibited on this area.
29. PEARL RIVER (Department 
Owned - 34,896 Acres, Region
7) :
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters. 

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex. 
All deer and hogs must be 
reported at Self-Clearing 
Permit Station.

Deer:
Nov. 24-25, either-sex. 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 2 6 and Dec. 9-31,



bucks only. All deer 
and hogs killed must be 
reported at Self-
Clearing Check Station. 
English Bayou Check 
Station will be
relocated to the Curtis 
Johnson Water Park 
Landing for the Daily 
Permit either sex hunt. 

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-8, Jan. 1-14,

either-sex. All deer and hogs 
must be reported at Self- 
Clearing Check Station.
Small Game:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 
Squirrel hunting with
dogs allowed Jan. 15- 
Feb. 11.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited and EXCEPT no 
hunting in Waterfowl
Refuge Area. Closed
north of US Hwy. 90
during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Oct. 7-15 and Jan. 15-28, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from
Oct. 1-Feb. 28. All hogs 
must be reported at Self- 
Clearing Permit Station. 

All roads closed 8 p.m. - 4:30
a.m. to all vehicles. Old Hwy. 
11 will be closed when river

gauge at Pearl River, 
Louisiana, reaches 16.5 feet. 
All hunting will be closed when 
the river stage at Pearl River 
reaches 16.5 feet EXCEPT 
waterfowl hunting south of Hwy. 
90 .
No hunting in the vicinity of 
the Nature Trail. Observe "No 
Hunting" signs.
Rifle range open noon until 4 
p.m. Friday, and 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday with a 
$5.00 fee.
30. REASON RIDGE (Owner - U.S. 
Army - 33,488 Acres, Region 5): 
Daily military clearance 
required to hunt any game. 
Registration for use of Self- 
Clearing Permit required once 
per year at Building #7654, 
North Fort Polk, telephone no.
1-888-718-3029 or (318) 531-
5715 to obtain information on 
areas open for hunting. 
Either-Sex deer season daily 
permits available at daily 
permit stations. *Moving deer 
or hogs on a WMA with organized 
drivers and standers, drivers, 
or making use of noises or 
noise making-devices is 
prohibited. Trappers must also 
register at Building #7654 and 
use Self-Clearing system. 
Special federal regulations 
apply to ATV users. • This 
information available where 
permits are issued, (www.jrtc- 
polk.army.mil/hunting.htm). 
Deer:

Nov. 4-Nov. 23, bucks 
only. Self-Clearing Permit.

Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit.

Dec. 4-15, bucks only,
Self-Clearing Permit.
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Dec. 16-17, either-sex,
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 18-22, bucks only.
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 23-24, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit.

Dec. 25-Jan. 1, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing Permit. 
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required. Special
Permits available at 
Building #7654. A
selected portion of the 
area to be open.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Waterfowl hunting 
prohibited after 2 p.m. 
Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan.6-Feb. 
11 .

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

31. POINTE-AU-CHIEN (Department 
Owned - 30,037 Acres, Region
8) :
Hunting until 12 noon on ALL 
GAME EXCEPT for DOVE hunting as 
specified below. Point Farm: 
(Gate will be open during 
opening weekend of the second 
split of dove season and all 
weekends during the month of 
Feb.). No motorized vessels 
allowed in the drainage 
ditches.
Deer:

Nov. 24-26 and Dec. 2-10, 
bucks only, EXCEPT no gun 
hunting allowed on Point Farm 
property (Archery only).

Archery:
Same as outside.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles prohibited during 
duck season and gun hunts 
for deer.. Point Farm 
property, same as outside 
EXCEPT beagles prohibited 
during opening weekends 
of each dove season 
segment.

Dove:
Shooting hours same as 
outside season during 
opening weekends only of 
each season segment on 
Point Farm properties, 
otherwise morning hunting 
only.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
hunting after 12 noon 
prohibited. Experimental 
Lottery Handicapped 
Waterfowl Hunt. Contact 
New Orleans, Fur and 
Refuge Division for 
details (504)-568-5868.

All Other Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
still hunt only.

Recreational Fishing:
Shrimp may be taken by 
the use of cast nets 
only. During the inside 
open shrimp season, 25 
pounds per boat per day 
(heads on) maximum shall 
be permitted. Size count 
to conform with open 
season requirements. 
During the inside closed 
season, 10 pounds per 
boat per day (heads on) 
may be taken for bait. 
Oyster harvesting is



prohibited.
Fish may be taken by rod 
and reel or hand lines 
for recreational purposes 
only.
Crabs may be taken 
through the use of hand 
lines or nets/ however, 
none are to remain set 
overnight. Twelve dozen 
crabs maximum are allowed 
per boat or vehicle per 
day.
Crawfish may be harvested 
in unrestricted portions 
of the Wildlife 
Management Area and shall 
be limited to 100 pounds 
per boat or group. 
Fishing gear used to 
catch crawfish shall not 
remain set overnight.
The harvest of all fish, 
shrimp, crabs and
c r a w f i s h  is for
recreational purposes 
only and any commercial 
use is prohibited. 

Mudboats or vessels with 
engines larger than 25 h.p. are 
prohibited in the Montegut and 
Grand Bayou marsh management 
units. Public is permitted to 
travel anytime through the WMA 
for access purposes only, in 
the waterways known as Grand 
Bayou, Humble Canal, Little 
Bayou Blue and Grand Bayou 
Blue.
Vehicles are prohibited on 
Point Farm properties unless 
authorized by the Department. 
ATVS, ATCs, and motorcycles 
prohibited on this area.
32. POMME DE TERRE (Department 
Owned - 6,424 Acres, Region 6): 
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit. Nov. 26 
and Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks 
only.

Muzzleloader:
Jan. 8-14, either-sex.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbit Jan. 15- Feb. 
28. Squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 15- 
Feb. 11. Waterfowl 
hunting after 2:00 p.m. 
prohibited.

Commercial Fishing:
Permitted Monday through 
Friday EXCEPT closed 
during duck season.
C o m mercial Fishing
Permits available from 
a r e a  s u p e r v i s o r ,
Opelousas Region Office 
or Spr i n g  B a you
Headquarters.

Sport Fishing:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
allowed only after 2 p.m. 
only during waterfowl 
season.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from Oct 
1-Feb. 28.

Crawfish:
Apr. 1-July 31, 100
pounds per person per day 
limit. No traps or nets 
left overnight.

F r e e - r a n g i n g  livestock
prohibited.
33. RED RIVER (Department Owned
- 24,326 Acres; U.S. Corps of
Engineers - 11,717 Acres,
Region 4):



Area Closed:
Nov. 4-5 to all hunters 
EXCEPT Youth Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit. Nov. 26 
and Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks 
only.

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer and 
EXCEPT no hunting in 
unharvested agricultural 
fields.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and EXCEPT hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 
Portions of area (Yakey 
Farm) restricted to pre
application Lottery. 
Deadline for application 
is Sept. 22, 2000.
Contact Region Office for 
details. Only waterfowl 
hunting allowed on Yakey 
Farm.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

F r e e - r a n g i n g  livestock
prohibited.
Crawfishing prohibited on Yakey 
Farms wetland restoration 
projects.
34. RUSSELL SAGE (Department 
Owned - 17,280 Acres, Region
2) :

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Daily Permit required. 
Dec. 16-Jan. 1, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing
Permits required. 

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex.
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 
28. Squirrel hunting
with dogs allowed Jan. 
15-Feb. 11. Snipe
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited during duck 
season.

Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and hunting after 2 
p.m. prohibited.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Oct. 1-13, Oct. 28-Nov. 
19 and Jan. 20-Feb. 4,
Permit required from 
Monroe Region Office. 

Crawfish:
100 pounds per person per 
day limit.

Transporting trash or garbage 
on WMA roads is prohibited.
All nighttime activities 
prohibited EXCEPT as otherwise 
provided.
Note: All season dates on
Chauvin Tract (US 165 North) 
same as outside, EXCEPT still 
hunt only and EXCEPT deer 
hunting restricted to archery 
only. Waterfowl hunting after



2 p.m. prohibited. All
vehicles including ATVs
prohibited.
35. SABINE (Owner
International Paper Company, 
Boise-Cascade Co, Et Al 
14,780 Acres, Region 3):
Area Closed:

Oct. 14-15, to all 
hunters EXCEPT Youth
Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 14-15, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 4-5, Nov. 24-26,
either-sex, Self-Clearing 
Permit required. Nov. 6- 
Nov. 22, bucks only. 

Muzzleloader:
Oct. 28-29, Dec. 2-3, 
either-sex.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunt for deer. 
Beagles allowed for
rabbits Jan. 6-Feb. 28
and squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan.6-Feb. 
13. Waterfowl hunting 
after 2.p.m. prohibited. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan 15-28.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

36. SABINE ISLAND (Owner -
State of Louisiana and
Calcasieu Parish School Board - 
8,103 Acres, Region 5):
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as o u t s i d e . 
Waterfowl hunting after 2 
p . m .  p r o h i b i t e d .
Squirrel hunting with

dogs allowed Jan. 6-Feb.
11 .

Deer:
Same as Area 2 Deer 
Season EXCEPT still hunt 
only.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15- Feb. 11, Permit 
required from Lake 
Charles Region Office. 

Sabine Island boundaries are 
Sabine River on the west, Cut- 
Off Bayou on the north, and Old 
River and Big Bayou on the 
south and east.
37. SALVADOR/TIMKEN (Department 
Owned - 30,600 Acres, Region
8) :
Hunting until 12 noon only for 
all game. All nighttime
a c t ivities prohibited, 
including frogging.
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22, to all 
hunters EXCEPT Youth
Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Oct. 21-22, either-sex, 
no permit required, see 
Y o uth Deer Hunt
regulations.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Dec. 5-18, bucks only.

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 

Archery:
Same as outside.

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
gun hunts and youth hunt 
for deer and EXCEPT 
beagles prohibited during 
duck and gun hunts for 
deer. Steel shot
required for Gallinule



Waterfowl:
Same as outside. 

Recreational Fishing:
Shrimp may be taken by 
the use of cast nets 
only. During the inside 
open shrimp season, 25 
pounds per boat per day 
(heads on) maximum shall 
be permitted. Size count 
to conform with open 
season requirements.
During the inside closed 
season, 10 pounds per 
boat per day (heads on) 
maximum may be taken for 
bait. Fish may be taken 
by rod and reel or hand 
lines for recreational 
purposes.

Crabs may be taken through the 
use of hand lines or nets; 
however, none are to remain set 
overnight. Twelve dozen crabs 
maximum are allowed per boat or 
vehicle per day.
Crawfish may be harvested in 
unrestricted portions of the 
Wildlife Management Area and 
shall be limited to 100 pounds 
per boat or group. • Fishing 
gear used to catch crawfish 
shall not remain set overnight. 
The harvest of all fish, 
shrimp, crabs and crawfish are 
for recreational purposes only 
and any commercial use is 
prohibited.
Boats powered by internal 
combustion engines having 
horsepower ratings above 25
h.p. are permitted only in oil 
company access canals, 
Louisiana Cypress Canal, the 
Netherlands Pond including the 
West Canal, Lakes "Bale Des 
Chactas" and Bale Du Cabanage"

and the Rathborne Access ditch. 
Operation of the above 
described internal combustion 
engines in interior ditches is 
prohibited, EXCEPT by 
experimental permit to be 
obtained from the New Orleans 
Office, Fur and Refuge 
Division, Room 217.
Pulling boats over levees, dams 
or water control structures or 
any other activities which 
cause detriment to the 
integrity of levees, dams and 
water control structures is 
prohibited.
Special Use Permits may be 
issued for persons interested 
in clearing existing ditches 
(trenasses). Permits will be 
considered on a case-by-case 
basis. Contact New Orleans 
Region Office-Fur and Refuge 
Division.
ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles 
prohibited on this area.
38. SANDY HOLLOW (Department 
Owned - 3,397 Acres, Region 7): 
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit required. 
Self-Clearing Permit required. 
Dec. 9-24, bucks only. Self- 
Clearing Permit required. 
Archery: All deer killed must 
be reported at Self-Clearing 
Check Station.
Squirrel & Rabbit: Same as
outside EXCEPT closed during 
either-sex modern firearm hunts 
for deer. Beagles allowed for 
rabbit hunting Jan. 15-Feb. 28 
Quail & Woodcock:

Same as outside EXCEPT
Quail opens Nov. 20
(Monday) and closes Jan.
31 and EXCEPT closed



during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts 
for deer. Self-
C l e a r i n g  P e r m i t
required.

Dove:
Sept. 2 and Sept. 9-10

only of first split. Closed 
remainder of 13C split, second 
and third splits are same as 
outside EXCEPT Youth Hunt on 
Northern tract during the 
opening day of the first 
segment (Sept. 2) . Hunt
restricted to youths younger 
than 16 years of age and 
supervising adult who must be 
18 years of age or older. The 
supervising adult must maintain 
visual and voice contact with 
the youth at all times. 
Waterfowl:

Same as outside season 
EXCEPT closed during 
either-sex modern firearm 
hunts for deer and EXCEPT 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

Bird Dog Training:
Sept. 7-Nov. 13 and Feb.
1-March 2 EXCEPT
restricted to that 
portion south of LA Hwy. 
10 only and EXCEPT blank 
pistols only. Wild birds 
only (use of pen-raised 
birds prohibited).

Bird Dog Field Trials:
Permit required from Baton 

Rouge Region Office.
Horseback Riding:

Organized trail rides 
prohibited.

Horses and mules are 
specifically prohibited during 
turkey and gun season for deer 
EXCEPT as allowed for bird dog

field trials. No horses and 
mules on green planted areas. 
No motorized vehicles off 
designated roads.
Free - ranging livestock
prohibited.
39. SHERBURNE (Department Owned 
- 11,780 Acres; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service - 15,220
Acres; U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers - 15,690 Acres,
Region 6):
The area known as the South 
Farm is located on the East 
Side of Sherburne WMA. No 
hunting will be allowed EXCEPT 
waterfowl hunting within the 
levee system of the farm from 
the day after the Youth Deer 
Hunt until the day after 
waterfowl season closes 
including the Youth Waterfowl 
Hunt. Waterfowl hunting will 
be allowed by lottery only. 
Hunting will be allowed in the 
wooded portions east of the 
waterfowl impoundments. 
Consult the WMA maps for exact 
locations.
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5 EXCEPT to 
Y o u t h  a n d
Handicapped hunters. 

Youth and Handicapped Deer 
Hunt:

Nov. 4-5 either-sex, ALL 
OTHER SEASONS CLOSED. 
Permits for handicapped 
hunters must be obtained 
from Region Offices. 
Youth Permits must be 
obtained daily from WMA 
Permit Stations.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26 and Dec. 2-3, 

either-sex, Daily Permit 
required.



Dec. 30-Jan. 7 , bucks
only, Self-Clearing Permits. 
Muzzleloader:

Jan. 8-14, either-sex, 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Squirrel & Rabbit:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts and youth hunt 
for deer. Beagles allowed for 
rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 28.
Squirrel hunting with dogs 
allowed Jan. 15-Feb. 11. 
Waterfowl, Snipe, Rail, & 
Gallinules:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer (excluding the South 
Farm Complex) and EXCEPT 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited EXCEPT no 
hunting in Waterfowl 
Refuge and EXCEPT steel 
shot only on waterfowl 
impoundments. That
portion of Sherburne WMA 
known as the South Farm 
restricted to Lottery 
hunts only. All other 
hunting closed on South 
Farm complex Nov. 6-Jan. 
23. Contact the Region 
Office for details and 
description of "South 
Farm."

Woodcock:
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer. Self- 
Clearing Permit required.
Dove:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex modern 
firearm hunts for deer.
Quail:

CLOSED.
Raccoon (Nighttime):

Jan 15-28, Permit required 
from WMA Headquarters or 
Opelousas Office.
Crawfishing:

April 1-July 31, 
Recreational crawfishing 
only on the North and 
South Farm Complexes. 
Crawfish harvest limited 
to 100 pounds per vehicle 
or boat per day. No 
traps or nets left 
overnight. No motorized 
watercraft allowed on 
farm complex. Commercial 
crawfishing allowed on 
the remainder of the 
area. Permit is 
required.

F r e e - r a n g i n g  livestock 
prohibited.
Retriever training allowed on 
selected portions of the WMA. 
Contact the Region office for 
specific details.
Vehicular traffic prohibited on 
East Atchafalaya River Basin 
levee road within Sherburne WMA 
boundaries.
Rifle and Pistol Range open 
daily. Skeet ranges open by 
appointment only, contact 
Hunter Education Office, 
telephone (225) 765-2931. No 
trespassing in restricted areas 
behind ranges.
Note: Atchafalaya National 
Wildlife Refuge and U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers land 
holdings adjacent to the 
Sherburne Wildlife Management 
Area will have the same rules 
and regulations as Sherburne 
WMA. No hunting or trapping in 
restricted area.



40. SICILY ISLAND HILLS
(Department Owned - 7,464
Acres, Region 4):
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 26, Dec. 16-24, bucks

only.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and EXCEPT waterfowl 
hunting after 2:00 p.m. 
prohibited.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

Firearms and any game harvested 
may not be transported through 
the area EXCEPT during the 
corresponding open season on 
area.
F r e e - r a n g i n g  livestock
prohibited.
41. SODA LAKE (Caddo Levee 
District - 1,300 Acres, U. S. 
Army Corp of Engineers-1,200 
acres. Region 1) :
Note: Due to the addition of
new acreage the management plan 
for Soda Lake WMA is being 
developed. Contact the Minden 
Region off (318)-371-3050 for 
possible changes in regulations 
and maps.
No motorized vehicles allowed. 
Bicycles allowed. Vehicle 
parking allowed only in 
designated parking area on La. 
Hwy. 173 at Twelve Mile Bayou. 
All trapping and hunting 
prohibited EXCEPT archery 
hunting for deer.

Deer:
Oct. 1-Jan. 31, either- 
sex, archery only.

Sport Fishing:
Apr. 1-Aug. 31.

42. SPRING BAYOU (Department 
Owned - 12,078- Acres, Region
6) :
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, EXCEPT to Youth 
Hunters.

Youth Deer Hunt:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex, 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 27 and Dec. 30-Jan 7, 

bucks only. Self-Clearing
Permit required.
Muzzleloader:

Jan 8-14, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer, EXCEPT waterfowl 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited and EXCEPT no 
hunting in Refuge area 
during duck season. 
Beagles allowed for 
rabbits, Jan. 15-Feb. 28. 

Commercial Fishing:
Permitted Monday through 
Friday EXCEPT slat traps 
and hoop nets permitted 
any day. Permits
available from area 
supervisor or Opelousas 
Region Office. Closed 
until after 2 p.m. during 
waterfowl season.

Sport Fishing:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
allowed after 2 p.m.



during waterfowl 
season.

Crawfish:
100 pounds per person per 
day limit. Permit 
required from area 
supervisor.

No hunting allowed in 
Headquarters area.
Only overnight campers allowed 
in the improved Boggy Bayou 
Camping area.
Rules and Regulations posted at 
campsite. A fee is assessed 
for use of this campsite.
Water skiing permitted only in 
Old River and Grand Lac.
43. THISTLETHWAITE (Owner - 
Thistlethwaite Heirs -11,100 
Acres, Region 6):
Deer:

Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Daily Permit. Dec. 2-10, bucks 
only, Self-Clearing Permit 
required.
Muzzleloader:

Dec. 18-24, either-sex. 
Self-Clearing Permit 
required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer and EXCEPT waterfowl 
hunting after 2 p.m. 
prohibited.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

No hunting or trapping in 
restricted area (See WMA map). 
All motorized vehicles 
restricted to improved roads 
only.
All users must enter and leave 
through Main Gate only.

No entry into restricted areas.
44. THREE RIVERS (Department
Owned - 23,222 Acres; U.S.
Corps of Engineers - 1,085
Acres, Region 4):
Deer:

Nov. 24-25, either-sex. 
Daily Permit required. 
Nov. 26 and Dec. 30-Jan. 
7, bucks only. 

Muzzleloader:
Dec. 2-3, either-sex. 

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits, Jan. 15- 
Feb. 28. Waterfowl
hunting after 2 p.m. is 
prohibited.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

F r e e - r a n g i n g  livestock
prohibited in area.
45. TUNICA HILLS (Department
Owned - 3,366 Acres, Region 7): 
All management area users, 
including non-hunters, must
have Daily Self Clearing 
Permit.
Muzzleloader:

Nov. 24-Dec. 10, either-
sex.

Archery:
Same as outside. All
deer killed must be 
reported at Self-Clearing 
Permit Station.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed Nov. 24-Dec. 10
and waterfowl hunting



after 2 :00 p.m. 
prohibited. All
handguns and .22 
c a l i b e r  r i f l e s
prohibited north of 
Hwy. 66 (Angola Tract). 

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters from 
Oct. 1-Feb. 28.

All vehicles restricted to 
Parish roads. ATVs restricted 
to designated trials. Driving 
on food plots prohibited. 
Access to restricted areas is 
unauthorized. Refer to WMA 
map.
Camping prohibited on area. 
North of Hwy. 66 (Angola Tract) 
closed to the general public 
March 1-September 30 EXCEPT 
spring turkey hunting access 
allowed for those individuals 
drawn for special lottery hunt. 
46. UNION (Owner - Plum Creek 
Timber Co., Louisiana
Correctional Facilities Corp., 
et al - 12,852 Acres, Region
2 ) :
Deer:

Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-
19,21, 24-26, Dec. 2-3,
9-10, either-sex, Daily 
Permit required.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer. Beagles allowed 
for rabbits Jan. 15-Feb. 
28. Waterfowl hunting 
after 2 p.m. prohibited 

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 

licensed hunters from Oct. 1- 
Feb. 28.
All nighttime activities

prohibited EXCEPT as otherwise 
provided.
47. WEST BAY (Owner - Boise- 
Cascade Co., Kirby Lumber Co., 
Quatre-Parish Co., et al 
62,115 Acres, Region 5):
Area Closed:

Oct. 21-22, to all hunters 
EXCEPT youth and handicapped 
hunters.
Special Deer Season for Youth & 
Handicapped Hunters:

Oct. 21-22, for
handicapped and youth 
hunters only.
Permit for handicapped 
hunters must be obtained 
in advance from the 
Region Office. Youth 
Permits must be obtained 
from the Wolf Bay Camping 
Area Permit Station on 
Hwy. 112.

Deer:
Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 

Daily Permit required.
Nov. 6-23, bucks only. 

Nov. 24-26, either-sex,
Self-Clearing Permit 

required.
Muzzleloader:

Nov. 27-Dec. 3, either-
sex.

Small Game & Waterfowl:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts and 
youth hunts for deer. 
Beagles allowed for
rabbits Jan. 15- Feb. 28. 
Squirrel hunting with
dogs allowed Jan. 6-Feb. 
11. Waterfowl hunting
after 2 p.m. prohibited. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15-28, permit 
required from Lake



Charles Region Office. 
Road Travel and Hunting 
Restrictions: All motorized
vehicles restricted to 
designated roads. Refer to WMA 
map for location of designated 
roads. Hunting prohibited on 
roads designated for motorized 
vehicular travel.
48. WISNER (Owner - Edward 
Wisner Donation Advisory 
Committee - 21,621 Acres,
Region 8):
Small Game & Waterfowl:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
rabbit season closed during 
open waterfowl season. Beagles 
allowed during closed waterfowl 
season.

KISATCHIE NATIONAL FOREST 
(EXCEPT Vernon Unit of the 
Calcasieu Ranger District & 

Caney Ranger District)

Deer;

Ranger District, described in 
still hunt only area shall be 
still hunt only.

VERNON UNIT OF THE CALCASIEU 
RANGER DISTRICT, VERNON PARISH 

Excluding Fort Polk WMA 
Deer:

Oct. 28-29, either-sex, 
muzzleloader

Nov. 4-5, either-sex,
still hunt only.
Nov. 6-13, bucks only,
still hunt only.
Nov. 18-23, bucks only.
still hunt only.
Nov. 24, either-sex,
still hunt only.
Nov. 25-26, bucks only.
still hunt only.
Dec. 9-10, bucks only.
still hunt only.
Dec. 2 8-Jan. 1, bucks
only, still hunt only.

CANEY RANGER DISTRICT, WEBSTER 
AND CLAIBORNE PARISHES

Oct. 28-29, either-sex, 
muzzleloader

Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 
still hunt only.

Nov. 6-13, bucks only, 
still hunt only.

Nov. 18-23, bucks only, 
still hunt only.

Nov. 24, either-sex, still 
hunt only.

Nov. 25-26, bucks only, 
still hunt only.

Dec.9, either-sex, with or 
without dogs.

Dec. 10, bucks only, with 
or without dogs.

Dec. 28-Jan. 1, bucks 
only, with or without dogs. 
National Forest lands within 
the Evangeline Unit, Calcasieu

Deer:
Same as outside (Area 2) 

EXCEPT still hunt only.
*See Area 2 on page 5 for 
either-sex dates in 
Webster and Claiborne 
Parishes.

OTHER SEASONS ON KISATCHIE 
NATIONAL FOREST

All Other Small Game:
Same as outside.

Unmarked Hogs:
May be taken by properly 
licensed hunters while 
hunting and only with 
guns or bow and arrow 
legal for specified 
seasons in progress.



The placing of seed, corn, 
wheat, salt or other feed to 
constitute a lure or enticement 
for any species including hogs 
is prohibited on National 
Forest Lands, EXCEPT by Special 
Permit issued by the U.S. 
Forest Service. Hunting over 
such feed is prohibited on all 
National Forest lands.
Moving deer or hogs with 
organized drivers and standers, 
drivers or making use of noise 
or noise-making devices is 
prohibited
A licensed hunter may take 
raccoon or opossum, one per 
person per day, during daylight 
hours only, during the open 
rabbit season on WMAs.

NATIONAL CATAHOULA WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT PRESERVE 

(Owner - Kisatchie National 
Forest - 36,000 Acres in Grant 
and Winn Parishes):
Season Permit required from 
Forest Supervisors Office in 
addition to Daily Permits 
required as indicated below: 
Deer:

Oct. 13-14, either-sex,
special youth hunt, Daily 
Permit. Also, either-sex,
special season for physically 
disabled hunters only. Daily 
Permit.

Oct. 28-29, either-sex,
muzzleloader.

Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 
still hunt only, Daily Permit.

Nov. 24, either-sex, still 
hunt only, Daily Permit.

Nov. 25-26, bucks only, 
still hunt only, Daily Permit. 
Rabbitz

Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles allowed for 
rabbit Jan. 13-Feb. 28 
only. Only beagle hounds 
which do not exceed 15 
inches at the front 
shoulder and which have 
r e c o g n i  z a b l e  
characteristics of the 
breed may be used on the 
Wildlife Management
Preserve.

Squirrel:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 13- 
Feb. 11.

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Dogs allowed Jan. 13-30. 

All Other Game:
Consult Regulations 
Pamphlet issued by 
Kisatchie National 
Forest.

NATIONAL RED DIRT WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT PRESERVE 

(Owner - Kisatchie National 
Forest - 38,000 acres in
Natchitoches Parish):
Season Permit required from 
Forest Supervisors Office in 
addition to Daily Permits
required as indicated below:
Deer z

Oct. 13-14, either-sex 
special youth hunt, Daily 
Permit. Also, either-
sex, special season for 
physically disabled 
hunters only, Daily
Permit.
Oct. 28-29, either-sex, 

muzzleloader.
Nov. 4-5, either-sex, 

still hunt only, Daily Permit. 
Nov. 24, either-sex, still



hunt only, Daily Permit.
Nov. 25-26, bucks only, 
still hunt only. Daily 
Permit.

Rabbit:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
beagles allowed for 
rabbit. Jan. 13-Feb. 28, 
only. Only beagle hounds 
which do not exceed 15 
inches at the front 
shoulder and which have 
r e c o g n i  z a b l e  
characteristics of the 
breed may be used on the 
Wildlife Management
Preserve.

Squirrel:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
squirrel hunting with 
dogs allowed Jan. 13-Feb. 
11 .

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Dogs allowed Jan. 13-Feb.

11 .

All Other Game:
Consult Regulations 
Pamphlet issued by 
K i s a t c h i e  National 
Forest.

To obtain permits and 
information contact: Forest
Supervisor's Office, 2500 
Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, LA 
71360, telephone (318) 473-
7160. Office hours 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

CORPS OF ENGINEERS - INDIAN 
BAYOU AREA (18,000 Acres 

within St. Landry Parish):

Annual Hunting Permit required. 
Permits may be obtained from 
C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s
Headquarters, 112 Speck Lane, 
Port Barre, LA 70577, telephone

(318) 585-0854 or 585-0853 for 
more information.

All hunting shall be still 
hunting only, EXCEPT as 
otherwise specified.
Area Closed:

Nov. 4-5, EXCEPT to youth 
and handicapped hunters. 

Youth & Handicapped Hunters 
Deer Hunt:

Nov. 4-5, either-sex. 
ALL OTHER SEASONS CLOSED. 

All Other Deer Hunting:
Self-Clearing Deer Tag 
Required. Daily Limit-1 
Deer; Yearly Limit-4 Deer 
(2 Does; 2 Bucks, 6-
Points or better) EXCEPT 
spikes less than 3 inches 
legal on either-sex days 
ONLY.

Deer:
Nov. 24-26, either-sex. 
Dec. 2-3, either-sex.
Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks

only.
Muzzleloader:

Nov. 11-17, either-sex. 
Jan. 22-28, bucks only. 

Archery:
Same as outside season. 

Small Game:
Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunt§ for 
deer. Dogs allowed for 
squirrels and rabbits 
Jan. 13-Jan. 21 and Jan
29-Feb. 11. Dogs
allowed for rabbits Feb. 
12-Feb. 28.

Waterfowl, Snipe, Rail & 
Gallinule:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for



deer and hunting after 
2 p.m. prohibited. 

Raccoon (Nighttime):
Same as outside EXCEPT 

closed during gun hunts for 
deer. Additional Permit
required for night hunting. 
Crawfishing:

Feb. 1-Aug. 31 Additional 
Permit required, available Jan.
1 .
Dove and Woodcock:

Same as outside EXCEPT 
closed during either-sex 
modern firearm hunts for 
deer.

Quail:
Closed.



Federal Refuges, National Parks and other lands Hunting Seasons
2000-2001

For Commission Consideration and Approval 

Not for Inclusion in the Regulations Pamphlet

Properties Include:

Federal Refuges 
Jean Lafitte National Park 

Camp Avondale Scout Ranch 
Avery Island 

Barksdale Air Force Base 
Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant 

FMHA Properties owned by the Department



BAYOU COCODRIE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
( Proposed) 2000-2001 HUNT SCHEDULE

SPECIES: 
Type Hunt: 
Season:

RABBIT AND SQUIRREL 
General Gun 
Oct. 7 -Nov. 10
Jan. 2 2 -Feb. 11 ,2000^*^  ^  u

Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

State Regulations 
General Permits
Added one week onto second hunt

SPECIES: 
Type Hunt: 
Season:

DEER fEITHER SEX) 
Archery
Nov. 4 - Nov. 10

Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

Nov. 17 - Jan. 19, 2000 
State Regulations 
General Permits 
None

SPECIES:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

DEER fEITHER SEX) 
General Gun (Youth Hunt) 
Nov. 11-12 
State Regulations 
General Permits 
None

SPECIES: 
Type Hunt: 
Season:

DEER (EITHER SEX)
Muzzleloader
Nov. 13 - Nov. 16

Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

Jan. 20 - 21 (lottery)
State Regulations
General Permits
Added a two day lottery hunt

SPECIES:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limits:
Permits:
Significant Changes:

WOODCOCK
General Gun
Jan. 2 2 -Jan. 3f, 2000
State Regulations
General Permits
None



Proposed Hunt Dates: Big Branch Marsh NWR 2000 - 2001
Deer: Archery-State season

Waterfowl: Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday until noon during the state duck season,
includes special teal hunt and youth waterfowl hunt.

Additionally: The first three weekends of the regular state duck season will be a lottery draw 
hunt A total of 150 draw permits will be issued for each weekend of this period

Squirrel: State Season - no dogs, except may be taken with the aid of dogs after the close of
the state deer season. Shotguns only, non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller.

Rabbit: State Season - no dogs, except may be taken with the aid o f dogs after the close of
the state deer season. Shotguns only, non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller.

Gallinules & Rails: State Season. Non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller.

Snipe & Woodcock: State Season. Non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller - recognized 
breeds of setter/retriever only.

Quail: State Season. Non-toxic shot only, shot size #4 or smaller - recognized breeds of 
setter/retriever only.

Hogs: May be taken only during the refuge archery hunt.

Possession o f  lead shot during all refuge hunts is prohibited.

Approved By:
Distric^^jhqger, USFWS (RF-1)

Concurrence By:
faQ r------  f/S*

Louisiana Department of Wildlife Date
and Fisheries



Proposed Hunt Dates: Bogue Chitto NWR (Louisiana) 2000-2001
Deer: Archery-October 1-31 (either sex), January 1-14 (either sex)

Deer: General Gun Hunt-Novem8^5-@8 (either sex), November 18-21, December 16-24 (Bucks 
only)

Still hunt only, no dogs permitted during refuge deer hunts.

Squirrel: State Season - no dogs, except may be taken with the aid of dogs after the close of
the state deer season. Non-toxic shot only.

Rabbit: State Season - no dogs, except may be taken with the aid of dogs after the close of
the state deer season. Non-toxic shot only.

Raccoon: January 15 - February 28 (with dogs)

Turkey: State season (gobblers only)

Waterfowl: State season until noon

Woodcock: State season. Non-toxic shot only - recognized breeds of setter/retriever only.

Hogs: May be taken only during the refuge deer archery and general gun hunts. Additionally: from 
January 15 - February 28, hogs may be taken with the aid of dogs during daylight hours only. 
All hogs must be killed prior to removal from the refuge.

Possession o f  lead shot during refuge sm all gam e hunts is prohibited.

Recommended By: / V .

Refuge Manager ate

Approved By:
Distric

Concurrence By: XJ73 >

Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries

Date



CAMERON PRAIRIE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
2000 HUNT SEASON

Species:
Type hunt:
Season:
Bag limit:
Permits:
Other requirements:

Stands:

Firearms:
Check stations:

Significant changes:

Either-sex deer 
Archery
All dates of October
State regulations
Season permits required
Must have proof of completion for the
International Bowhunters Education Program.
Only portable stands may be used and must be
removed by October 31 of each year.
None are allowed
All deer harvested must be checked at a self
clearing check station.
None

Species: 
Type hunt:

Season:

Bag limit:
Permits:

Other requirements:

Firearms:
Significant changes:

Youth Waterfowl Hunt: 2000

Waterfowl (ducks & geese)
Limited Youth (up to 2) accompanied by an 
adu lt 5 blinds hunted/day 

—SdtUuU'Saturdays of Louisiana west zone duck 
season. Possibly 1 -2  days during Thanksgiving 
& Christmas school holidays.
State regulations
One day permits to be issued through lottery 
drawing.
All youth and adult participants must have proof 
of completion of Louisiana hunter education 
course or accepted state hunter education course. 
Shotguns with approved non-toxic shot.
No goose only hunts will be conducted during 
2000



Species:
Type hunt:

Bag Limit:
Permits:

Other requirements:

Firearms:
Significant changes:

Species: 
Type hunt: 
Season:

Bag Limit:
Permits:
Other requirements: 

Firearms:
Significant changes:

Experimental Rabbit Hunt: 2000 

Rabbits (swamp & cottontail)
Limited lottery drawn hunts. Remaining Saturdays of 
rabbit season following the closure of waterfowl season. 
State regulations
Five group (up to six individuals), one day permits to be 
issued through lottery drawing.
Hunts will be conducted between 8:00AM & 4:00PM. 
Up to 4 dogs may be used at one time. Only beagle 
hounds which do not exceed 15 inches at the front 
shoulder and which have recognizable characteristics of 
the breed may be used during experimental rabbit 
season.
Shotguns with approved non-toxic shot.
First experimental rabbit hunt. If unforeseen problems 
arise, experimental rabbit hunt will not be conducted in 
following years.

Experimental Snipe Hunt: 2000 

Snipe
General public
Remaining dates of snipe season following the closure of 
waterfowl season. Hunts will be conducted from 12:00 
noon to sunset Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday & Sunday. 
State regulations 
Season permits required
Daily harvest data must be completed following hunt 
and placed in collection box prior to departing refuge. 
Shotguns with approved non-toxic shot 
First experimental snipe hunt. If unforseen problems 
arise, experimental snipe hunt will not be conducted in 
following years.
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CATAHOULA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
Hunt Programs For 2000-2001

Species: 
Type Hunt: 
S m s o i v

Dag, Limit:
Permits:

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Wag Limit:
Permits;
Proposed Changes:

Squirrel (rabbit, raccoon, and unmarked hog incidental -no dogs)
Gun (.22 rifle or shotgun w/non-toxic .shot)
First day o f State season through October 31, and from end o f waterfowl season through
February 11,2001
Rabbit hunting with dogs (Jusliss Field only). End o f waterfowl season through 
February 28, 2001 
State Regulations 
Season permit and daily bag report

Deer and unmarked hog (squirrel, rabbit, and raccoon incidental)
Archery 
State season
State regulations (either-sex)
Season permit and daily bag report 
None

RUSHLEY BAYOU UNIT
INTERIM HUNTING PROGRAMS

Note: Hunting programs will be implemented to the extent possible if land acquisition is completed prior to the
start o f the State hunting seasons. Refuge Hunting Plan is currently being revised. Migratory bird 
hunting will require opening o f the refuge through the Federal Register Process to this activity.

Waterfowl Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday until 2:00pm 
Stale season (closed during gun deer hunts)
Hunting area south of Greens Creek and section 22/23 access road

Waterfowl 
(Limited Youth)

State Youth Waterfowl Day 
Proof of Hunter Education Required

Doves. Rails. 
Galliimles, Snipe

Incidental species may be taken during refuge hunts if state season is open

Rabbit and Squirrel 
(without dogs)

1” Saturday in Oct. through end of duck season

Rabbit and Squirrel 
(with/without dogs)

Close of waterfowl season through end of State squirrel season

Woodcock 
(with/wiihout dogs)

State season (Dec. 13 • Jan. 31)

Hogs. Raccoons 
(without dogs)

Incidental species may be taken during all refuge hunts

Deer
(Archery)

Oct.l through Jan. 31 (closed during gun deer hunts) 
Proof of certification required

Deer
(Muzzleloader)

Dee 2-5 (Same dates as Dewey Wills WMA) 
Eithcr-scx, one deer per day

Deer
(Firearm)

Nov. 26-27 (Same dates as Dewey Wills WMA) (Limited Permit) 
Kither-sex, one deer per day



D 'ARBONNE AND UPPER OUACHITA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 
PROPOSED SEASONS, 2000-2001* ** ***

Species:
Season:

Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Specie's : 
Type Hunt:

Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:

Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Species:

Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Waterfowl
Mornings only during State season except 
closed for -early teal season 
State regulations
Mollicy Unit remains open to goose hunting 
after duck season closes.

Squirrel, rabbit, quail, woodcock, 
General -- dogs allowed for squirrel 

and rabbit hunting after the last 
refuge deer gun season 

State season 
State regulations
Steel shot required for shotguns

Raccoon and opossum 
General
December only (may also take raccoons and 

opossum during rabbit season)
State regulations 
None

Either-sex deer 
Archery 
State season 
State regulations 
None

Either-sex deer (D'Arbonne)
General (gun, muzzleloader, archery) 
November 4-5, November 24-25 
State regulations 
None

Either-sex deer and hogs (Upper Ouachita 
only)
General (gun, muzzleloader, archery)
All either sex dates in Union Parish 
State regulations
Special hunt to reduce hog population on 
Upper Ouachita. Hunt will be eliminated 
once hog population reaches acceptable 
levels



Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Significant Changes:

Either-sex deer, D 'Arbonne NWR only
Handicapped
November 18-19
State regulations
New hunt. For hunters with Physically 
Challenged Hunters Permit

* the refuge hunting brochure serves as the required permit

** beaver, coyote and feral hog may be taken during any of the 
above seasons ***

*** The area outside the levee on the Mollicy Unit of Upper 
Ouachita NWR will be open the same as the rest of the refuge



Proposed Hunt Dates: Delta NWR 2000 - 2001

Deer: Archeiy-October 1 -31 (either sex) and from the day after the close of the state duck season 
through January 31.

Waterfowl: Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday until noon during the state duck seasons,
includes special teal hunt and youth waterfowl hunt.

Additionally: The refuge shall be open on Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday until 
noon during the ‘light goose1 special conservation season.

Rabbit: Ftoartfae-day aftprfh* close of the state durirsea&n Uuuughfebmmy#*. Shotguns
only, nontoxic shot only. Beagles pennitted^fhigflduok and archery

Hogs: May be taken during the deer archery hunt.

Possession of lead shot during all refuge hunts is prohibited.

Approved By:
USFWS (RF-1)Distri

Concurrence By: _________ 9̂  ~ _______________
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries
Date



LACASSINE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
PRO PO SED  HUNT REGULATIONS FO R  2000/2001 SEASON

Migratory Game Birds

Species:
Type Hunt: 
Waterfowl Season:

Waterfowl and gallinules 
General gun.
Mornings until noon on Wednesday through Sunday during 
State duck seasons (including early teal and youth hunt) for 
western zone.
Mornings until noon on Wednesday through Sunday during 
State duck seasons until end of State gallinule season 
(including early teal and youth hunt) for western zone.
Same as state bag limits.
Free hunt brochure serves as permit when signed, dated, and 
in hunter's possession.
None.

Gallinule Season:

Bag Limit: 
Permits:

Significant Changes:

Hunting of geese, ducks, coots, and gallinules is permitted on designated areas of the refuge
subject to the following conditions:

1. Hunting is permitted Wednesday through Sunday.

2. Hunting ends at noon each day.

3. Hunters may not enter the hunting area before 4 am.

4. Hunting is not permitted within 50 yards of a canal or waterway.

5. Hunters must use and be in possession only of shells containing Federally approved non-toxic 
shot and firearms legal for hunting waterfowl.

6. Only portable blinds are permitted. Blinds must be spaced a minimum of 150 yards apart.

7. Decoys may not be set to attract waterfowl after noon each day.

8. Decoys and blinds must be removed from the refuge by the last day of each season and each 
split of a split season.

9. Hunting is not permitted during the goose-only portion of the waterfowl season.

10. Motorized boats may be used only in canals and bayous. Access into the marsh and ponds 
is permitted by walking, poling, paddling or rowing.

11. Hunters may scout in the hunting area from one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset 
during the week prior to each season.



LACASSINE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
PROPOSED HUNT REGULATIONS FO R  2000/2001 SEASON

Big Game

Species: 
Type Hunt: 
Season:
Bag Limit: 
Permits:

Deer, either sex.
Archery.
October 1 through 31.
One deer of either sex per day.
Free hunt brochure serves as permit when signed, dated, and 
in hunter’s possession.
NoneSignificant Changes:

Hunting of white-tailed deer is permitted on designated areas of the refuge subject to the
following conditions:

1. Hunting is permitted from October 1 through October 31.

2. Only archery hunting is permitted.

3. Permanent deer stands not permitted. Portable stands must be removed by October 31.

4. No person may possess or distribute bait or hunt over bait.

5. No firearms allowed.

6. Hunters may scout from one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset prior to the season.

7. All boats are prohibited in Lacassine Pool and Unit A after October 15. The following boat 
access restrictions apply: Lacassine Pool - boats with motors of 25 h.p. or less from Oct. 1 - 
15; Unit A - boats without motors from Oct. 1 - 15;Canals and Bayous outside Lacassine 
Pool - no limitation on motors Oct. 1 -31;  and Marshes outside Lacassine Pool - boats 
without motors Oct. 1-31.



IA  Hunt Coordination Meeting 

2000-01 Hunting Season

MANDALAY NWR 

Deer and Hog
Archary only from October 1-31.

Waterfowl
Lottery draw for 5 permanent 3-man blinds on Wednesday and Saturday of state season. 
Saturday hums require youth (agelO-15) participation.

BAYOU TECHE NWR (Experimental Season) 
No property has been acquired at this time.

Upon acquisition, the following experimental hunts will be available during the entire state 
seasons:

Deer (Archery only, either sex, one deer/day)
Raccoon
Rabbit
Squirrel
Woodcock
Hogs (may be taken during archery or small game hunts) 

Waterfowl
Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday until noon. 
Dogs are only allowed for woodcock and waterfowl hunts.



SABINE NATIONAL W ILDLIFE REFUGE
2000-2001 PROPOSED HUNTING REGULATIONS

SPECIES: Early Teal (September)
TYPE HUNT: General Gun
SEASON: Morning until noon on Wednesday, 

Saturday, and Sunday during the 
Louisiana season for the Western Zone

BAG LIMIT: Same as State
PERMITS: Hunting regulations serve as permit
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES: None

SPECIES: Waterfowl (Ducks, Coots, and Geese)
TYPE HUNT: General Gun
SEASON: Morning until noon on Wednesday, 

Saturday, and Sunday during the 
Louisiana season for the Western Zone

BAG LIMIT: Same as State
PERMITS: Hunting regulations serve as permit
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES: None

SPECIES: Waterfowl (Ducks, Coots, and Geese)
TYPE HUNT: Youth Hunt Only
SEASON: Same as State
BAG LIMIT: Same as State
PERMITS: Hunting regulations serve as permit
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES: None



Tensas River National Wildlife Refuge 
2000 - 2001 Proposed Hunt Schedule

Species: Turkey
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: March 25 - April 23, 2000
Bag Limit: 2 per License Year
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species:
%-

Squirrel (No Dogs)
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: Oct. 7 - Dec. 8 (Closed During Deer Gun 

Hunts)
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species: Squirrel (With / Without Dogs)
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: Dec 11 - • 1 (•
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species: Rabbit (No Dogs)
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: Oct. 7 - Dec. 8 (Closed During Deer Gun 

Hunts)
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species: Rabbit (With / Without Dogs)
Type Hunt: General Gun r f  >. / /  

Dec 11 - JatrSl 1 * ^  l'Season:
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None



Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Raccoon
General Gun ^  ,
Dec 11 - JarrSl f*0ll 
State Limits Apply 
Season Permit on Brochure 
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer
Archery
Oct 28 - Jan 31
State Limits Apply
Season Permit on Brochure
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:

Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer 
Youth yy /
N ov> r- vf 7 -  )
One Deer per Day
Season Permit on Brochure Proof of Hunter
Education Required
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:

Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer 
Limited Youth 
Dec 27 - 28, 2000 
One Deer per Day
Season Permit on Brochure Proof of Hunter 
Education Required

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer
Muzzleloader
Nov 27 - Dec 1
One Deer per Day
Season Permit on Brochure
None

Species:
Type Hunt:
Season:
Bag Limit:
Permit:
Significant Changes:

Either-Sex Deer 
General Gun -1
Nov 24-25 
One Deer Per Day 
Limited Permit Hunt (Lottery) 
None



Species: Either-Sex Deer
Type Hunt: General Gun - 2
Season: Dec 9 -10
Bag Limit: One Deer Per Day
Permit: Limited Permit Hunt (Lottery)
Significant Changes: None

Species: Waterfowl
Type Hunt: General Gun
Season: Tues. Thur. Sat. Sun. Until Noon During 

Regular State Season. Closed During Gun 
Hunts For Deer

Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: Additional Acreage Open

Species: Waterfowl
Type Hunt: Limited Youth
Season: State Youth Waterfowl Day
Bag Limit: State limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure Proof of Hunter 

Education Required
Significant Changes: ^"N ew ^

Species: Hogs
Type Hunt: General Gun and Archery
Season: Open during squirrel, rabbit, and archery 

season. Closed during general gun hunts for 
deer, muzzleloader hunt, turkey season. 
Daylight hours only.

Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permits on Brochure
Significant Changes: None

Species: Woodcock
Type Hunt: General Gun 

Dec 11 - Jan 31 ^Season:
Bag Limit: State Limits Apply
Permit: Season Permit on Brochure
Significant Changes: None
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve 
365 Canal Street, Suite 2400 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130-1142

N1615 (JELA)

February 28, 2000.

James H. Jenkins, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of wildlife 

and Fisheries 
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898 

Re: 2000-2001 Hunting Seasons 

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve proposes the 
following dates for its 2000-2001 hunting seasons within the 
Barataria Preserve unit in Jefferson Parish, area six:

Deer (and Eurasian Wild Boar, either sex)

Archery
October 14-December 17, 2000 
December 30, 2000-January 21, 2001

Either Sex
October 14-December 3, 2000

Still Hunt (shotgun only)
November 18-December 3, 2000
December 9-17, 2000
December 30, 2000-January 21, 2001

Either Sex
November 18-19, December 9-10, 2000 

Small Game

October 16-December 17, 2000 
December 30, 2000-January 21, 2001
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Page Two 
February 28, 2000

As in the past, seasons within the preserve track dates of the 
State season. All hunting ends daily at 12 noon. Hunting is by 
permit only.

We have enclosed for your perusal a copy of the 1999-2000 
Barataria Preserve hunting brochure and map.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 
David Muth, Chief of Resource Management, on (504) 589-3882, 
extension 128.

Sincerely,

Geraldine Smith 
Superintendent

cc: David Moreland, Deer Study Leader
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



REQUEST FOR COMMISSION APPROVAL

The Department requests the Commission approve a special either-sex 
deer season for the Camp Avondale Scout Reservation in East 
Feliciana Parish:

November 11-12-13, 2000.

Purpose of the Scout Hunt
There are 2 primary reasons for the Scout Deer Hunt on the 

Avondale Boy Scout Reservation:

1. To provide some quality outdoor recreational opportunities 
for the Scouts, and to promote a close father/son activity.

2. To provide a biological control of the deer herd. Without 
some type of hunting the deer herd will continue to expand beyond 
the ability of the range to support it. Overpopulation will result 
in deterioration of the range and decline in herd health.

Background
Most of East Feliciana Parish has a late deer rut occurring 

from mid-December to early January. When the Scout hunt was first 
initiated 15 years ago it was conducted late in the year. The 
resulting kill was very low despite high deer populations. A 
number of years later Department Biologist, Dave Moreland 
discovered and was able to document the deer herd in the Avondale 
area had very early rut similar that encountered in western 
Louisiana. It was determined there is a small area near Clinton 
which exhibits the odd early rut.

For a number of years the Department designated an earlier 
opening season zone for this small area which enabled hunters to 
take advantage of the early rut. Several years ago a group of 
local landowners circulated a petition requesting this deer hunting 
season area be moved back into the later zone and be similiar to 
that of the rest of the parish. No significant objection was heard 
from most other landowners in the small zone, and after being 
warned most of • the rut would be over before the season even 
started, the Department went ahead and moved the small block back 
into the later Area 1 zone. Special Commission approval has been 
obtained to hold an early hunt on the Scout Reservation ever since.

Need for the Special Season
The purpose of the Avondale Scout Reservation is to provide a 

place for as much Scouting activity as possible to be conducted. 
The Scout Office is concerned when a gun hunt is held on the 
Reservation, as all other Scouting activities must be shut down



during the hunt for obvious safety and liability reasons.

Understandably, the Scout Office is reluctant to shut the 
Reservation down any longer than absolutely necessary to adequately 
control the deer population. Therefore, it is necessary to shoot 
•the deer herd as hard as possible in the shortest period of time. 
Deer activity and movement is at its highest during the rut. This 
is why we want to schedule Reservation hunt during the rut when the 
deer are most active and vunerable to harvest.

As previously stated, the deer rut on the Avondale Scout 
Reservation has been documented to occur the first two weeks of 
November. This is before the Area 1 season opens.

A special Commission approved early season allowing the Boy 
Scout Office to control the deer herd on Avondale Scout Reservation 
is requested.



HUTCHINSON CREEK WMA 
PROPOSED REGULATIONS 2000-2001

Daily Self Clearing Permit required for all management area users.

Small Game and Turkey: Same as outside EXCEPT dogs permitted for rabbits Feb. 3-11.

Deer: Archery only, Oct. 1 - Jan. 31.

No camping on area.



SPECIAL AREAS FOR COMMISSION ACTION
Avery Island

Deer season same as outside with Area 7 season dates and the entire season is either sex.

Barksdale Air Force Base

All season dates conform to the state at large. All deer seasons are either sex.

Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant

All season dates conform to the state at large. All deer seasons are either sex.



FMHA TRACTS FOR COMMISSION ACTION

HUTCHINSON CREEK WMA 
PROPOSED REGULATIONS 2000-2001

Daily Self Clearing Permit required for all management area users.

Small Game and Turkey: Same as outside EXCEPT dogs permitted for rabbits Feb. 3-11.

Deer: Archery only, Oct. 1 - Jan. 31.

No camping on area.

Elbow Slough

Dove hunting is allowed the same as outside for the first split only. Steel shot is required. No 
other hunting is allowed.

Marsh Bayou and Walnut Hill

Small Game: Same as outside

Deer: Same as outside except still hunting only. (Marsh Bayou-Area 2; Walnut Hill-Area 3)



SPECIES SEASON DATES DAILY BAG POSSESSION
LIMIT LIMIT

Quail Nov. 18-Feb. 28 10 20

Rabbit Oct. 7-Feb. 28 8 16

Squirrel Oct. 7-Feb. 11 8 16

Deer See Schedule 1 antlered and 1 
antlerless (when 
legal on private 
lands)

6/season

Area Archery Muzzleioader 
(AH Eithcr-sex)

Still Hunt With or 
Without Dogs

1 Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec. 3 
Jan. 8-Jan. 21

Dec. 9-Jan. 7

2 Oct. Wan. 31 Oct. 28-Nov. 3 
Jan. 13-Jan. 19

Nov. 4-Dec. 8 Dec. 9-Jan. 12

3 Sept. 16-Jan.l6 Oct. 7-Oct. 13 
Dec. 11-Dec. 15

Oct. 14-Dec. 10 
Dec. 16-Jan. 1

4 Oct. Wan. 31 Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19

Nov. 18-Jan. 12

5 Oct. Wan. 31 Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 13-19 
Bucks Only

Nov. 18-26

6 Oct. Wan. 31 Nov. 11-Nov. 17 
Jan. 22-Jan. 28

Nov. 18-Dec. 3 Dec. 9-Jan.21

7 Oct. Wan. 31 Oct. 7-Oct. 13 
Jan. 15-Jan. 21

Oct. 14-Oct. 29 
Nov. 18-Dec. 3

Dec. 9-Jan. 14

Calendar adjustments.



MODERN FIREARM ELTHF.R-SEX SEASONS

Parish Modem Firearm Eithcr-sex Days
Acadia Oct. Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19, 24-26
Alien Area 2 Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15,21-22,28-29, Nov. 4-5,18-19,24- 
26

Ascension Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10, 16-18
Assumption Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Avoyelles Areal. Nov 18-19, 24-26, I)ec9-I0

Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Aiea 6. Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 9-10

Beauregard Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area 3- Oct 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov 4-5, 18-19,24- 
26

Bienville Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Bossier Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10
Caddo Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Calcasieu Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area3: Oct. 14-15,21-22, 28-29,Nov. 4-5,18-19,24- 
26

Caldwell Area 1: Nov. 18-19,24-26, Dec. 9-10
Area 2: Nov. 4-5, 24-26, Dec.9-10

Canicton Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,24-26
Catahoula Nov. 18-19,24-26, Dec. 9-10
Claiborne Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Concordia Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
DeSoto Nov. 4-5,11-12,18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
East Baton Rouge Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
East Carroll Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17 Eastoi 

mainline Mississippi River Levee and south and east of 
La. 877 from West Carroll Parish line to La. 580, south 
of La. 580 to U.S. 65, west o f U.S. 65 to Madison 
parish line
<iov. 18-19, 24-26, the remainder of the parish.

East Feliciana Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec, 2-3,9-10, 16-17



Parish Modem Firearm Either-sex Days
Evangeline Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 6 Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Franklin Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Grant Areal: Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10

Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Iberia Area 3 Oct 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5, 18-19,24- 

26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Area 7. Oct 14-15, Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 9-10

Iberville Nov, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jackson Nov. 4-5,11-12,18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3,9-10
Jefferson Nov, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Jefferson Davis Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12,18-19,24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 3: Oct. 14-15,21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5,18-19, 24- 
26

Lafayette Area 3 Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov 4-5, 18-19,24- 
26
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Lafourche Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
LaSalle A rea l: Nov. 18-19,24-26, Dec. 9-10

Area 2: Nov. 4-5,24-26, Dec. 9-10
Lincoln Nov, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Livingston Nov, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3,9-10, 16-17
Madison Nov, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Morehouse Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3,9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19,24-26
Natchitoches Nov. 4-5, 11-12,18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3,9-10
Orleans Closed to all deer hunting
Ouachita Area 2:Nov. 4-5,11-12,18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10

Area 4: Nov. 18-19,24-26
Plaquemines Nov. 18-19,24-26, Dec. 2-3,9-10,16-17
Pointe Coupee Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Rapides A real; Nov. 18-19, 24-26,Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Area3: Oct. 14-15,21-22,28-29,Nov.4-5,18-19,24- 
26



Parish Modem Firearm Eithei^sex Days
Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Red River Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3, 9-10
Richland Nov. 18-19, 24-26
Sabine Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
St. Bernard Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Charles Nov 18-19, 24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10,16-17
St. Helena Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. James Nov 18-19,24-26, Dec 2-3,9-10, 16-17
St. John Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St I,andry Area 3- Oct. 14-15, Nov. 24-26. Dec 9-10

Area6: Nov. 18-19,24-26, Dec.9-10
St. Martin Nov. 18-19,24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
St. Mary Area 6: Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Area?: Oct, 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec, 9-10
St. Tammany Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
langipahoa Nov, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3,9-10,16-17
Tensas Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Terrebonne Oct. 14-15, Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 9-10
Union Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
Vermillion Oct. 14-15, 21-22, 28-29, Nov. 4-5,18-19, 24-26
Vernon Area 2:Nov. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10

Area3: Oct. 14-15,21-22,28-29,Nov.4-5,18-19,24- 
26

Washington Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Webster Nov. 4-5,11-12, 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10
W e s t  B a t o n  
Rouge

Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

West Carroll Closed
West Feliciana Nov. 18-19, 24-26, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Winn Nov. 4-5. 11-12. 18-19. 24-26. Dec. 2-3. 9-10

Calendar adjustments. Add two days in Catahoula, Caldwell and LaSalle.



1. NUISANCE ANIMALS Landowners or their designees may remove beaver and nutria 
causing damage to their property without a special permit. Water set traps and firearms 
may be used to remove beaver; nutria may be removed by any means EXCEPT that nutria 
cannot be taken by the use of headlight and gun between the hours of sunset and sunrise. 
Beavers may be taken between one-half hour after official sunset to one-half hour 
before official sunrise for a period of three consecutive calendar evenings from the 
effective date of the permit issued by the department For specific details contact a 
region office near you. Any nuisance beaver or nutria trapped or shot outside open 
trapping season cannot be pelted or sold. A trapping license is required to possess, sell or 
pelt nuisance beavers or nutria taken during open trapping season. Squirrels found 
destroying commercial crops of pecans may be taken year-round by permit issued 
by the Department This permit shall be valid for 30 days from the date of issuance. 
Contact the local region office for details.

2. One antlered and one antlerless (when legal on private lands) deer per day EXCEPT on 
Wildlife Management Areas, Federal Refuges and National Forest Lands where the daily 
limit shall be one deer per day. Six per season (all segments included) by all methods of 
take.

3. SPECIAL YOUTH DEER HUNT (Either Sex): AREAS 1,4, 5 and 6-Nov.4-5; AREA
2- Oct. 14-15; AREAS 3 and 7- Oct. 2-3. Youth must be under the age of 16, must have 
completed a department approved hunter safety course, and must be accompanied by a 
adult licensed to hunt big game.

4. Change Caldwell Parish from Area 1 to Area 2.

5. Hunters may enter the WMA no earlier than 3:00 AM unless otherwise specified and on 
days when Daily permits are required. On days when Daily permits are required, 
permit stations will open 2 hours before legal shooting hours. Hunters must exit the 
WMA no later than two hours after sunset unless otherwise specified.

6. Burning of the marsh is prohibited except by permit. Permits may be obtained from 
the Fur and Refuge Division.

7. HANDICAPPED SEASON: For hunters possessing a Physically Challenged Hunters 
Permit, Oct. 23-24, on West Bay and a portion of Jackson-Bienville; and Nov. 4-5 on 
Bens Creek (self-clearing permit required), Sherburne and a portion of Dewey Wills (north 
of Diversion Canal only). Participants must possess a Physically Challenged Hunter 
Permit. Contact Region Office for permit application and map of specific hunting area. 
Catahoula and Red Dirt National Wildlife Management Preserves will have a Handicapped 
Deer Hunt on Oct. 16-17. Pointe-au-Chien will have an experimental Lottery 
Handicapped waterfowl hunt Contact New Orleans Office, Fur and Refuge 
Division for details (504)-566-5686.

8. COMMERCIAL FISHING: Permits are required of all commercial fisherman using



Grassy Lake, Pomme de Terre and Spring Bayou WMAs. Drag seines (except minnow 
and bait seines) are prohibited EXCEPT experimental bait seines allowed on Dewey Wills 
WMA north of LA 28 in diversion canal. Commercial fishing is prohibited during regular 
waterfowl seasons on Grand Bay, Silver Lake and Lower Sunk Lake on Three Rivers 
WMA. Commercial fishing is prohibited on Salvador/Timken, Ouachita and Pointe-au- 
Chien WMAs EXCEPT commercial fishing on Pointe-au-Chien is allowed in Cutoff 
Canal and Wonder Lake. No commercial fishing activity shall impede navigation and no 
unattended vessels or barges will be allowed. Non compliance with permit regulations will 
result in revocation of commercial fishing privileges for the period the license is issued 
and one year there after. Commercial fishing is allowed on Pass-a-Loutre and 
Atchafalaya Delta WMAs. See Pass-a-Loutre for additional commercial fishing 
regulations on mullet.

9. Discharging of firearms on or hunting from designated roads, ATV trails and their rights- 
of-way is prohibited during modem firearm and muzzleloader deer season. PAGE 23

10. On Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges all deer stands must be removed from the 
area no later than two hours after the end of legal shooting hours each day.

11. Hunting from utility poles, high tension power lines, oil and gas exploration 
facilities or platforms is prohibited.

12. A permanent blind is any blind using non-natural materials or having a frame which is not 
dismantled within two hours after the end of legal shooting time each day. Blinds with 
frames of wood, plastic, metal poles, wire, mesh, webbing or other materials may be used 
but must be removed from the WMA within two hours after sunset. Blinds made solely of 
natural vegetation may be left in place but cannot be used to reserve hunting locations.
All decoys must be removed from the WMA daily.

13. Horses and mules may be ridden on Wildlife Managements Areas except where 
prohibited and except during gun seasons for deer and turkey. Riding is restricted 
to designated roads and trails. Hunting and trapping from horses and mules is 
prohibited EXCEPT for quail hunting or as otherwise specified.

14. All hunters (including archers and small game hunters) EXCEPT waterfowl hunters and 
dove hunters on WMAs must display 400 square inches of “Hunter Orange” and wear a 
“Hunter Orange” cap during open gun season for deer. Quail and woodcock hunters as 
well as hunters participating during special dog seasons for rabbit and squirrel are required 
to wear a minimum of a “Hunter Orange” cap. ALSO, all non-hunters afield during 
hunting seasons are encouraged to display “Hunter Orange.”

15. ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles cannot be left overnight on WMAs EXCEPT on designated 
camping areas. All roads including trails and roads designated as ATV-Only shall be 
closed to ATVs from March 1 through August 31 and from two hours after sunset to
3:00 AM unless otherwise specified. Certain trails may be open during this time



period to provide access for fishing or other purpose. These trails will be marked by 
signs at the entrance of the trail.

16. SMALL GAME (SQUIRREL, RABBIT, QUAIL, DOVE, WOODCOCK, SNIPE, RAIL, 
AND GALLINULE) Same as outside EXCEPT closed during modem firearm either-sex 
deer seasons, EXCEPT consult regulations for Bodcau and EXCEPT Quail seasons 
closes Jan. 31 on Sandy Hollow and EXCEPT all small game hunting closed on Tunica 
Hills and Alexander State Forest during the muzzleloader season. No hunting on 
unharvested agricultural fields (not including food plots) prior to November 13 on Bayou 
Macon, Buckhom, Red River, Sherburne and Ouachita WMAs. Consult the following 
WMA Hunting Schedules for exceptions or any other specific details. Also, see 
Atchafalaya Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-au-Chien and Salvador/Timken for additional 
information. Unless otherwise specified under the specific WMA hunting schedule, the 
use of dogs for rabbit and squirrel hunting is prohibited.

17. WATERFOWL (DUCKS, GEESE, AND COOTS)Same as outside EXCEPT closed 
during modem firearm either-sex seasons. Waterfowl hunting will be allowed on Bodcau 
and Salvador/Timken WMAs, Pintail Alley on Ouachita WMA, Pearl River south of Hwy. 
90 and the South Farm Complex of Sherburne WMA during either-sex deer season. 
Hunting after 2 p.m. prohibited except on Atchafalaya Delta, Biloxi, Pass-a-Loutre, 
Pointe-au-Chien, Salvador/Timken and Wisner. Consult the specific WMA regulations 
for shooting hours on these WMAs. Consult the following WMA Hunting Schedules for 
exceptions or any other specific details, including Lottery Waterfowl Hunt requirements 
for Red River and Sherburne WMAs.

18. BAYOU MACON 
Raccoon (Nighttime):
Jan. 15- 28. Self-Clearing Permit required. Mules are allowed for nighttime raccoon 
hunting

19. GRASSY LAKE
Deer: Nov. 24-25, either-sex, Daily Permit required. Nov. 26 and Dec. 30-Jan. 7, bucks 
only. Self Clearing Permit required.
Muzzleloader: Jan. 8-14, either-sex. Self Clearing Permit required.

20. PASS-A-LOUTRE : Commercial Fishing: Same as outside, commercial mullet fishing 
open only in: South Pass, Pass-a-Loutre, North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, 
Dennis Pass, Johnson Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Vlveats Pass, 
Cognevich Pass, Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, Garden Island Bay, Northshore Bay, East Bay 
(west of barrier islands)and oil and gas canals as described on the Department Pass-a- 
Loutre WMA Map. ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

21. POINTE-AU-CHIEN: Waterfowl: Same as outside EXCEPT hunting after 12 noon 
prohibited. Experimental Lottery Handicapped Waterfowl H un t Contact New 
Orleans, Fur and Refuge Division for details (504)-568-5868. ATVS, ATCs, and



motorcycles prohibited on this area.

22. SALVADOR/TIMKEN
Boats powered by internal combustion engines having horsepower ratings above 25 h.p. 
are permitted only in oil company access canals, Louisiana Cypress Canal, the Netherlands 
Pond including the West Canal, Lakes "Bale Des Chactas” and Baie Du Cabanage” and 
the Rathbome Access ditch. Operation of the above described internal combustion 
engines in interior ditches is prohibited, EXCEPT by experimental permit to be 
obtained from the New Orleans Office, Fur and Refuge Division, Room 217.
ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

23. SHERBURNE 
Crawfishing:
April 1-July 31, Recreational crawfishing only on the North and South Farm 
Complexes. Crawfish harvest limited to 100 pounds per vehicle or boat per day.
No traps or nets left overnight No motorized watercraft allowed on farm complex. 
Commercial crawfishing allowed on the remainder of the area. Permit is required. 
Retriever training allowed on selected portions of the WMA. Contact the Region 
office for specific details.

24. TUNICA HELLS:
North of Hwy. 66 (Angola Tract) closed to the general public March 1-September 30 
EXCEPT spring turkey hunting access allowed for those individuals drawn for 
special lottery h u n t

25. Changed all “permitted” to “allowed”.



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
March 2, 2000

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, March 2, 2000.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
rules and regulations for the State and WMAs, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish regulations that govern public and 
private lands is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, 
and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting on both 
public and private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all information pertinent to the rule and 
regulations governing hunting, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules and regulations 
affecting sport hunting of resident game species are 
hereby adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission as a Notice of Intent.

Thomas M.
Wildlife and\Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of its intent to amend the rules and regulations governing the 

hunting of resident game birds and game quadrupeds.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX. Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons

§111. General and Wildlife Management Area Hunting Rules and 

Regulations

A. Hunting Seasons and Wildlife Management Area Regulations

1. The rules and regulations contained within this 

digest have been officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission under authority vested by Sections 115 and 

116 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and are 

in full force and effect in conjunction with all applicable 

statutory laws. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries has the authority to close or alter seasons in emergency 

situations in order to protect fish and wildlife resources.

2. Pursuant to Section 40.1 of Title 56 of the 

Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission has adopted monetary values which are assigned to all

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission



illegally taken, possessed, injured or destroyed fish, wild birds, 

wild quadrupeds and other wildlife and aquatic life. Anyone 

taking, possessing, injuring or destroying fish, wild birds, wild 

quadrupeds and other wildlife and aquatic life shall be required to 

reimburse the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries a sum of money 

equal to the value of the wildlife illegally taken, possessed, 

injured or destroyed. This monetary reimbursement shall be in 

addition to any and all criminal penalties imposed for the illegal 

act.

B. Resident Game Birds and Animals

1. Shooting hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one- 

half hour after sunset.

C. Other Season Dates

1. Turkey. Please refer to separate pamphlet.

2. Raccoon and Opossum. No closed season. Raccoon and 

opossum can be taken at night by one or more licensed hunters with 

one or more dogs and one .22 rimfire firearm. A licensed hunter 

may take raccoon or opossum with .22 rimfire, muzzleloader rifle 

.36 caliber or smaller or shotgun during daylight hours during the 

open rabbit season. Hunting from boats or motor vehicles is 

prohibited. No bag limit for nighttime or daytime raccoon or 

opossum hunting during the open trapping season except on certain 

WMAs as listed. The remainder of the year, the raccoon and opossum 

bag limit for daytime or nighttime is one per person per day or



night. No one who hunts raccoons or opossums as prescribed above 

shall pelt during the closed trapping season nor sell skins or 

carcasses of raccoons and opossums taken during the open trapping 

season unless he is the holder of a valid trapping license which 

shall be required in addition to his basic hunting license. 

Pelting or selling carcasses is illegal during closed trapping 

season.

3. Blackbirds and crows. ALL blackbirds, cowbirds, 

grackles and crows are considered crop depredators in Louisiana and 

may therefore be taken year round during legal shooting hours with 

no limit. Shooting hours are 30 minutes before sunrise to sunset.

4. Pheasant

a. Bag limit - 2 (males only). Possession limit -

4 .

b . Pheasant season restricted to the following 

portion of Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: That portion west of 

Choupique Bayou south of U.S. 90 and La. 27, west of La. 27 to 

north boundary of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to 

Sabine River, east of Sabine River to Intracoastal waterway, south 

of Intracoastal waterway to Gum Cove, east of Gum Cove Road to La. 

108, north and east of La. 108 from Gum Cove Road to U.S. 90, and 

south of U.S. 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

5. Falconry. Special permit required. Resident and

migratory game species except turkeys may be taken. Seasons and



bag limits are the same as for statewide and WMA regulations EXCEPT 

squirrels may be taken by licensed falconers until the last day of 

February. Refer to LAC 76:V.301 for specific Falconry Rules.

6. Licensed Hunting Preserve. October 1 - April 30. 

Pen-raised birds only. No limit entire season. Refer to LAC 

76:V.305 for specific Hunting Preserve Rules.

7. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP). Land 

enrolled in the voluntary program will be assessed a $25 

registration fee and 54/acre fee. Deer management assistance tags 

must be attached and locked to antlerless deer (including those 

taken on either-sex days and those taken with bow and muzzleloader) 

through the hock in a manner that it cannot be removed before the 

deer is moved from the site of the kill. Failure to do so is a 

violation of R.S. 56:115. Failing to follow DMAP rules and 

regulations may result in immediate cancellation of the program on 

those lands involved. Refer to LAC 76:V.Ill for specific DMAP 

Rules.

8. Farm Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics on 

Licensed Supplemented Shooting Preserves

a. Definitions

Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any 

animal of the family Bovidae (except the Tribe Bovini [cattle]) or 

Cervidae which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is confined 

on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve. Exotics shall include, but are



not limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, axis deer,

and black buck antelope.

Hunting: In its different tenses and for

purposes of this rule means to take or attempt to take, in 

accordance with R.S. 56:8.

Same as Outside: For purposes of this rule

means hunting on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve must conform to 

applicable statutes and rules governing hunting and deer hunting, 

as provided for in Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes and 

as established annually by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

(LWFC).

Supplemented Hunting Preserve: For purposes of 

this rule means any enclosure for which a current Farm-Raising 

License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and 

Forestry (LDAF) with concurrence of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries (LDWF) and is authorized in writing by the LDAF and LDWF 

to permit hunting.

White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule 

means any animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus which is 

confined on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve, 

b . Seasons

i. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: Consult the 

regulations pamphlet.

ii. Exotics: year round.



Methods of Takec .

i. White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: Exotics may be taken with longbow 

(including compound bow) and arrow; shotguns not larger than 10 

gauge, loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no 

smaller than .22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or 

pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all 

of which must load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball 

cylinder, using black powder or an approved substitute only, and 

using ball or bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.

d. Shooting Hours

i . White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: one-half hour before sunrise to 

one-half hour after sunset.

e. Bag Limit

i. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: Same as

outside.

ii. Exotics: No limit.

f . Hunting Licenses

i. White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: No person shall hunt any exotic

without possessing a valid basic and big game hunting license.

9 - Tagging. White-tailed Deer and Exotics: Each



animal shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately

upon being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill 

with a tag provided by the LDAF. The tag shall remain with the 

carcass at all times.

D . Hunting-General Provisions

1. A basic resident or non-resident hunting license is 

required of all persons to hunt, take, possess or cause to be 

transported by any other person any wild bird or quadruped. See 

information below for exceptions.

2. No person born on or after September 1, 1969 shall 

hunt with a firearm unless that person has first been issued a 

certificate of satisfactory completion of a firearm and hunter 

education course taught or approved by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries. However, a person younger than 16 years of age may 

hunt without such certificate if he is accompanied by and is under 

the direct and immediate supervision of a person 18 years of age or 

older.

3. A big game license is required in addition to the 

basic hunting license to hunt, take, possess or cause to be 

transported any deer or turkey. A separate wild turkey stamp is 

required in addition to the basic hunting license and the big game 

license to hunt, take, possess or cause to be transported any

turkey.



4. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft or 

participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or 

from automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited.

5. Methods of taking resident game birds and quadrupeds

a . Use of a longbow (including compound bow) and 

arrow or a shotgun not larger than a 10 gauge fired from the 

shoulder without a rest shall be legal for taking all resident game 

birds and quadrupeds. Also, the use of a handgun, rifle and 

falconry (special permit required) shall be legal for taking all 

game species except turkey and migratory game birds. It shall be 

illegal to hunt or take squirrels or rabbits at any time with a 

breech-loaded rifle or handgun larger than a .22 caliber rimfire or 

a muzzleloader rifle larger than .36 caliber. During closed deer 

gun season, it shall be illegal to possess shotgun shells loaded 

with slugs or shot larger than BB lead or F steel shot while small 

game hunting.

b . Still hunting is defined as stalking or 

stationary stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, 

driving or hunting deer with dogs is prohibited when or where a 

still hunting season or area is designated, and will be strictly 

enforced. Shotguns larger than 10 gauge or capable of holding more 

than three shells shall be prohibited. Plugs used in shotguns must 

be incapable of being removed without disassembly. Refer to game 

schedules contained within these regulations for specific



restrictions on the use of firearms and other devices.

6. Nuisance animals. Landowners or their designees may- 

remove beaver and nutria causing damage to their property without 

a special permit. Water set traps and firearms may be used to 

remove beaver; nutria may be removed by any means EXCEPT that 

nutria cannot be taken by the use of headlight and gun between the 

hours of sunset and sunrise. Reavers may be taken between one-half

hmiT nffirial sunspl- hn onp-bal f hour before official sunrise

for a neriod of 1-hree consecutive calendar eveninas from the

paffiartive riat-e of the nermi f issued hv the department. For

specific details contact a reaion office near von. Anv nuisance

heaver or nutria trapped or shot outside onen trannina season

cannot he nelted on sold A tranni nn license is remii red to

nnsQpQQ eel 1 or nel t nuisance heavers or nutria taken durina ooen

trannina season. Rrrnirrels found deshrovi na commercial crons of

■nenana ma\7 he h a ben wear-round hv nermi t issued hv the Department.

This permit shall he valid for 1(1 davs from the date of issuance.

Contact the local reaion office for details.

7. Threatened and endangered species - Louisiana black 

bear, Louisiana pearl shell (mussel), sea turtles, gopher tortoise, 

ringed sawback turtle, brown pelican, bald eagle, peregrine falcon, 

whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, piping plover, interior least tern, 

ivory-billed woodpecker, red-cockaded woodpecker, Bachman's 

warbler. West Indian manatee, Florida panther, pallid sturgeon,



Gulf sturgeon, Attwater's greater prairie chicken, whales and red 

wolf. Taking or harassment of any of these species is a violation 

of state and federal laws.

8. Unregulated quadrupeds. Holders of a legal hunting 

license may take coyotes, unmarked hogs where legal, and armadillos 

year round during legal daylight shooting hours. The running of 

coyotes with dogs is prohibited in all turkey hunting areas during 

the open turkey season. Coyote hunting is restricted to "chase 

only" during still hunting segments of the firearm and archery only 

season for deer. Foxes and bobcats are protected quadrupeds and 

may be taken only by licensed trappers during the trapping season. 

Remainder of the year "chase only" permitted by licensed hunters.

9. Hunting and/or discharging firearms on public roads. 

Hunting, standing, loitering or shooting game quadrupeds or game 

birds with a gun during open season while on a public highway or 

public road right-of-way is prohibited. Hunting or the discharge 

of firearms on roads or highways located on public levees or within 

100 feet from the centerline of such levee roads or highways is 

prohibited. Spot lighting or shining from public roads is 

prohibited by state law. Hunting from all public roads and rights- 

of-way is prohibited and these provisions will be strictly 

enforced.

10. Tags. Any part of the deer or wild turkey divided 

shall have affixed thereto the name, date, address and big game



license number of the person killing the deer or wild turkey and 

the sex of that animal. This information shall be legibly written 

in pen or pencil, on any piece of paper or cardboard or any 

material, which is attached or secured to or enclosing the part or 

parts. On lands enrolled in DMAP, deer management assistance tags 

must be attached and locked through the hock of antlerless deer, 

(including those taken with bow and muzzleloader and those 

antlerless deer taken on either-sex days) in a manner that it 

cannot be removed, before the deer is moved from the site of the 

kill.

11. Sex identification. Positive evidence of sex 

identification, including the head, shall remain on any deer taken 

or killed within the State of Louisiana, or on all turkeys taken or 

killed during any special gobbler season when killing of turkey 

hens is prohibited, so long as such deer or turkey is kept in camp 

or field, or is en route to the domicile of its possessor, or until 

such deer or turkey has been stored at the domicile of its 

possessor or divided at a cold storage facility and has become 

identifiable as food rather than as wild game.

E. General Deer Hunting Regulations

1. One antlered and one antlerless (when legal an 

private lands) deer per day EXCEPT on Wildlife Management Areas, 

Federal Refuges and National Forest Lands where the daily limit 

shall be one deer per day. Six per season (all segments included)



by all methods of take.

2. A legal buck is a deer with visible antler of 

hardened bony material, broken naturally through the skin. Killing 

bucks without at least one visible antler as described above and 

killing does is prohibited except where, specifically allowed.

3. Deer hunting restricted to legal bucks only, except 

where otherwise allowed.

4. Either-sex deer is defined as male or female deer. 

Taking or possessing spotted fawns is prohibited.

5. It is illegal to hunt or shoot deer with firearms 

smaller than .22 caliber centerfire or a shotgun loaded with 

anything other than buckshot or rifled slug. Handguns may be used 

for hunting.

6. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft, 

participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or 

from automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited.

7. Still hunting is defined as stalking or stationary 

stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, driving or 

hunting deer with dogs or moving vehicles, including ATVs, when or 

where a still hunting season or area is designated, is prohibited 

and will be strictly enforced. The training of deer dogs is 

prohibited in all still hunting areas during the gun still hunting 

and archery only season. Deer hunting with dogs is allowed in all 

other areas having open deer seasons that are not specifically



designated as still hunting only. Use of dogs to trail wounded 

deer is expressly prohibited in still hunting areas.

8. Areas not specifically designated as open are

closed.

9. Muzzleloader Segment: (Special license and

muzzleloader firearms specifications apply only to the special 

state, WMA, National Forest and Preserves, and Federal Refuge 

seasons.) Still hunt only. Specific WMAs will also be open, 

check WMA schedule for specific details. Muzzleloader license 

required for resident hunters between the ages of 16 and 5 9 

inclusive and non-residents 16 years of age and older. Either sex 

deer may be taken in all deer hunting areas EXCEPT Area 5 and as 

specified on Public Areas. It is unlawful to carry a gun, 

including those powered by air or other means, while hunting during 

the special muzzleloader segment. Except, it is lawful to carry a 

.22 caliber rimfire pistol loaded with #12 shot (ratshot only).

a. Legal Muzzleloader Firearms For Special Season: 

Rifles or pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or 

smaller, all of which must load exclusively from the muzzle or cap 

and ball cylinder, use black powder or approved substitute only, 

take ball or bullet projectile only, including saboted bullets and 

be fitted only with iron sights or non-magnifying scopes EXCEPT 

persons 60 years of age or older may use magnified scopes. This 

includes those muzzleloaders known as "inline" muzzleloaders.



10. Archery Segment: Consult regulations pamphlet. WMA

seasons are the same as outside except as noted below. Archery 

license required for resident bow hunters between the ages of 16 

and 59 inclusive and non-residents 16 years of age and older. 

Residents 60 years of age and older may use a crossbow without a 

special permit or license. Either sex deer may be taken in all 

areas open for deer hunting EXCEPT when a bucks only season is in 

progress for gun hunting, archer's must conform to the bucks only 

regulations. Either sex deer may be taken on WMAs at anytime 

during archery season EXCEPT when bucks only seasons are in 

progress on the respective WMA. Also, archery season restricted on 

Atchafalaya Delta, Salvador, Pass-a-Loutre and Point-au-Chien WMAs 

(SEE SCHEDULE).

a. Bow and arrow regulations: Hunting arrows for 

deer must have well-sharpened metal broadhead blades not less than 

7/8 inch in width. Bow and arrow fishermen must have a sport 

fishing license and not carry any arrows with broadhead points 

unless a big game season is in progress.

i. It is unlawful:

(a) . to carry a gun, including those 

powered by air or other means, while hunting with bow and arrow 

during the special bow and arrow deer season EXCEPT it is lawful to 

carry a .22 caliber rimfire pistol loaded with #12 shot (ratshot)

only.



(b) . to have in possession or use any-

poisoned or drugged arrow, arrows with explosive tips, or any bow 

drawn, held or released by mechanical means except that hand held 

releases are lawful.

(c) . to hunt deer with a bow having a pull

less than 30 pounds.

(d) . to hunt with a bow or crossbow fitted 

with an infrared or laser sight.

11. Hunter orange. Any person hunting deer shall 

display on his head, chest and/or back a total of not less than 400 

square inches of "HUNTER ORANGE" during the open deer gun season 

including muzzleloader season. Persons hunting on privately owned, 

legally posted land may wear a cap or a hat that is completely 

covered with hunter orange material in lieu of the 400 square 

inches. These provisions shall not apply to persons hunting deer 

from elevated stands on property that is privately owned and 

legally posted or to archery deer hunters hunting on legally posted 

lands where firearm hunting is not allowed by agreement of the 

landowner or lessee. WARNING: DEER HUNTERS ARE CAUTIONED TO WATCH 

FOR PERSONS HUNTING OTHER GAME OR ENGAGED IN ACTIVITIES NOT 

REQUIRING "HUNTER ORANGE".

12. Special handicapped either-sex deer season on 

private land. See regulations pamphlet for dates. Restricted to 

individuals with Physically Challenged Hunter Permit.



for dates.

F. Description of Areas

1. Area 1

a. All of the following parishes are open: 

Catahoula, East Feliciana, St. Helena, Concordia, Franklin, Tensas, 

East Baton Rouge, Madison, Washington.

b. Portions of the following parishes are also

open:

i. Avoyelles - North of La. 1.

ii. Caldwell - East of U.S. 165.

iii. Grant - East of U.S. 165 and south of La.

8 .

13. Special Youth Deer Hunt. See regulations pamphlet

iv. LaSalle - Portion south of La. 8 from 

Little River eastward to La. 127 in Jena, east of La. 127 from Jena 

northward to U.S. 165, east of U.S. 165 from La. 127 northward to 

Caldwell Parish line.

v. Livingston - North of 1-12.

v i . Rapides - East of U.S. 165 and north of

Red River.

vii. St. Tammany - All EXCEPT that portion 

south of 1-12, west of Hwy. 1077 to La. 22, south of La. 22 to

Tchefuncte River, west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake

Pontchartrain.



viii. Tangipahoa - North of 1-12.

ix. West Feliciana - All EXCEPT that portion 

known as Raccourci and Turnbull Island.

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the 

following parishes:

i . Avoyelles - That portion surrounding Pomme 

de Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east, and south by La. 451 and 

on the west by the Big Bend Levee from its junction at the Bayou 

des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville, southward to its 

juncture with La. 451.

ii. Catahoula - South of Deer Creek to Boeuf 

River, east of Boeuf and Ouachita Rivers to La. 8 at Harrisonburg, 

west of La. 8 to La. 913, west of La. 913 and La. 15 to Deer Creek.

iii. East Feliciana and East Baton Rouge - East 

of Thompson Creek from the Mississippi line to La. 10. North of 

La. 10 from Thompson Creek to La. 67 at Clinton, west of La. 67 

from Clinton to Mississippi line. South of Mississippi line from 

La. 67 to Thompson Creek. Also that portion of East Baton Rouge 

Parish east of La. 67 from La. 64 north to Parish Line, south of 

Parish Line from La. 64 eastward to Amite River. West of Amite 

River southward to La. 64, north of La. 64 to La. 37 at Magnolia, 

east of La. 37 northward to La. 64 at Indian Mound, north of La. 64 

from Indian Mound to La. 67. Also, that portion of East Feliciana 

Parish east of La. 67 from parish line north to La. 959, south of



La. 959 east to La. 63, west of La. 63 to Amite River, west of 

Amite River, southward to parish line, north of parish line 

westward to La. 67.

iv. Franklin - All

v. St. Helena - North of La. 16 from Tickfaw 

River at Montpelier westward to La. 449, east and south of La. 449 

from La. 16 at Pine Grove northward to La. 1045, south of La. 1045 

from its junction with La. 449 eastward to the Tickfaw River, west 

of the Tickfaw River from La. 1045 southward to La. 16 at 

Montpelier.

v i . Tangipahoa - That portion of Tangipahoa 

Parish north of La. 10 from the Tchefuncte River to La. 1061 at 

Wilmer, east of La. 1061 to La. 440 at Bolivar, south of La. 440 to 

the Tchefuncte River, west of the Tchefuncte River from La. 440 

southward to La. 10.

vii. Washington and St. Tammany - East of La. 

21 from the Mississippi line southward to the Bogue Chitto River, 

north of the Bogue Chitto River from La. 21 eastward to the Pearl 

River Navigation Canal, east of the Pearl River Navigation Canal 

southward to the West Pearl River, north of the West Pearl River 

from the Pearl River Navigation Canal to Holmes Bayou, west of 

Holmes Bayou from the West Pearl River northward to the Pearl 

River, west of the Pearl River from Holmes Bayou northward to the

Mississippi line, south of the Mississippi line from the Pearl



River westward to La. 21. Also that portion of St. Tammany Parish 

north of La. 22 from U.S. 190 to La. 1077, east of La. 1077 

northward to junction with U.S. 190, south and west of U.S. 190 

from La. 1077 to junction with La. 22. Also, that portion of 

Washington Parish south of La. 10 from the Tchefuncte River, 

eastward to the Bogue Chitto River, west of the Bogue Chitto River 

from La. 10 southward to St. Tammany Parish. Also that portion of 

Washington Parish west of La. 25 from the Mississippi state line 

southward to La. 38, then west to the Tangipahoa parish line, north 

along the parish line to the Mississippi state line then east to 

La. 25.

viii. West Feliciana - West of Thompson Creek 

to Illinois-Central Railroad, north of Illinois-Central Railroad to 

Parish Road #7, east of Parish Road #7 to the junction of U.S. 61 

and La. 966, east of La. 966 from U.S. 61 to Chaney Creek, south of 

Chaney Creek to Thompson Creek.

2. Area 2

a. All of the following parishes are open:

i. Bienville, Jackson, Union, Bossier, 

Lincoln, Webster, Caddo, Natchitoches, Winn, Claiborne, Red River, 

DeSoto, Sabine.

ii. EXCEPT: Kisatchie National Forest which 

has special regulations. Caney, Corney, Middlefork tracts of 

Kisatchie have the same regulations as Area 2, EXCEPT still hunting



only for deer and EXCEPT National Forest Land within the Evangeline 

Unit, Calcasieu Ranger District described in Area 2 description 

shall be still hunting only.

b . Portions' of the following parishes are also

open:

i. Allen - North of U.S. 190 east of Reeves

and east of La. 113.

ii. Avoyelles - That portion west of 1-49.

iii. Beauregard - East of La. 113. Also, west 

of La. 27 north to DeRidder and south and east of U.S. 190 west of 

DeRidder to Texas line.

iv. Calcasieu - West of La. 27 north of 

Sulphur and north of U.S. 90 from Sulphur to Texas line.

v. Caldwell - West of U.S. 165.

v i . Evangeline - All EXCEPT the following 

portions: east of 1-49 to junction of La. 29, east of La. 29 south 

of 1-49 to Ville Platte, and north of U.S. 167 east of Ville 

Platte.

vii. Grant - All EXCEPT that portion south of 

La. 8 and east of U.S. 165.

viii. Jefferson Davis - North of U.S. 190.

ix. LaSalle - All EXCEPT south of La. 8 from 

Little River eastward to La. 127 in Jena, east of La. 127 from Jena

northward to U.S. 165, east of U.S. 165 from La. 127 northward to



Caldwell Parish line.

x. Morehouse - West of U.S. 165 (from 

Arkansas line) to Bonita, north and west of La. 140 to junction of 

La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, west of 

La. 139 to junction of La. 593, west and south of La. 593 to 

Collinston, west of La. 138 to junction of La. 134 and north of La. 

134 to Ouachita line.

x i . Ouachita - All EXCEPT south of U.S. 80 and 

east of Ouachita River, east of La. 139 from Sicard to junction of 

La. 134, south of La. 134 to Morehouse line.

xii. Rapides - All EXCEPT north of Red River 

and east of U.S. 165. South of La. 465 to junction of La. 121, 

west of La. 121 and La. 113 to Union Hill, and north of La. 113 

from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line, and that portion south of 

Alexandria between Red River and U.S. 167 to junction of U.S. 167 

with 1-49 at Turkey Creek exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish 

line.

xiii. Vernon - East and south of La. 113, north 

and east of La. 465, west of La. 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville, 

and north of La. 8 from Leesville to Texas line.

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the 

following parishes:

i. Claiborne and Webster - Caney, Corney and

Middlefork tracts of Kisatchie National Forest. (See Kisatchie



National Forest Regulations).

ii. Ouachita - East of Ouachita River.

iii. Rapides - West of U.S. 167 from Alexandria 

southward to 1-49 at Turkey Creek Exit, west of 1-49 southward to 

Parish Line, north of Parish Line westward to U.S. 165, east of 

U.S. 165 northward to U.S. 167 at Alexandria. North of La. 465 

from Vernon Parish line to La. 121, west of La. 121 to 1-49, west 

of 1-49 to La. 8, south and east of La. 8 to La. 118 (Mora Road), 

south and west of La. 118 to Natchitoches Parish line.

iv. Vernon - East of Mora-Hutton Road from 

Natchitoches Parish line to Hillman Loop Road, south and east of 

Hillman Loop Road to Comrade Road, south of Comrade Road to La. 

465, east and north of La. 465 to Rapides Parish line.

3. Area 3

a. All of Acadia, Cameron and Vermilion Parishes

are open.

open:

b. Portions of the following parishes are also

i. Allen - South of U.S. 190 and west of La.

113 .

ii. Beauregard - West of La. 113. ALSO east 

of La. 27 north to DeRidder and north and west of U.S. 190 west of 

DeRidder to Texas line.

iii. Calcasieu East of La. 27 north of



Sulphur and south of U.S. 90 from Sulphur to Texas line.

iv. Iberia - West of U.S. 90 and north of La.

14 .

v. Jefferson Davis - All EXCEPT north of U.S.

190.

vi. Lafayette - West of 1-49 and U.S. 90.

vii. Rapides - South of La. 465 to junction of 

La. 121, west of La. 121 and La. 112 to Union Hill and north of La. 

113 from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line.

viii. St. Landry - West of U.S. 167.

ix. Vernon - West and north of La. 113, south 

of La. 465, east of La. 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville, and south 

of La. 8 from Leesville to Texas line.

4. Area 4

a. All of East Carroll and Richland parishes are

open.

b . Portions of the following parishes are open: 

i. Morehouse - East of U.S. 165 (from 

Arkansas line) to Bonita, south and east of La. 140 to junction of 

La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), east of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, east of 

La. 139 to junction of La. 593, east and north of La. 593 to 

Collinston, east of La. 138 to junction of La. 134 and south of La. 

134 to Ouachita line.

ii. Ouachita - South of U.S. 80 and east of



Ouachita River, east of La. 139 from Sicard to junction of La. 134,

south of La. 134 to Morehouse line.

5. Area 5

a. All of West Carroll Parish is open.

i. All deer hunting is for bucks only-

including muzzleloader season.

6. Area 6

a. All of Orleans Parish is closed to all forms of

deer hunting.

b . All of the following parishes are open: 

Ascension, Plaquemines, St. John, Assumption, Pointe Coupee, St. 

Martin, Iberville, St. Bernard, Jefferson, St. Charles, Lafourche, 

St. James, West Baton Rouge.

c. Portions of the following parishes are also

open:

i. Avoyelles - South of La. 1 and also that 

portion east of 1-49.

ii. Evangeline - That portion east of 1-49 to 

junction of La. 29, east of La. 29 south of 1-49 to Ville Platte 

and north of U.S. 167 east of Ville Platte.

iii. Iberia - East of U.S. 90.

iv. Lafayette - East of 1-49 and U.S. 90.

v. Livingston - South of 1-12.

v i . Rapides - South of Alexandria between Red



River and U.S. 167 to the junction of U.S. 167 with 1-49 at Turkey

Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish line.

vii. St. Landry - East of U.S. 167.

viii. St. Mary - North of U.S. 90.

ix. St. Tammany - That portion south of 1-12, 

west of Hwy. 1077 to La. 22, south of La. 22 to Tchefuncte River, 

west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake Pontchartrain.

x. Tangipahoa - South of 1-12.

x i . West Feliciana - West of Mississippi 

River, known as Raccourci and Turnbull Islands.

d. Still hunting only in all of the following

parishes:

i. Plaquemines - East of the Mississippi

River.

ii. Rapides - South of Alexandria between Red 

River and U.S. 167 to the junction of U.S. 167 with 1-49 at Turkey 

Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish line.

iii. St. Bernard - All of the parish shall be 

still hunting only EXCEPT that portion of St. Bernard known as the 

spoil area between the MRGO on the east and Access Canal on the 

west, south of Bayou Bienvenue and north of Bayou la Loutre.

iv. St. John - South of Pass Manchac from Lake 

Pontchartrain to U.S. 51, east of U.S. 51 from Pass Manchac to La. 

638 (Frenier Beach Road). North of La. 638 from U.S. 51 to Lake



Pontchartrain. West of Lake Pont chart rain from La. 638 to Pass 

Manchac.

v. St. Landry - Those lands surrounding 

Thistlethwaite WMA bounded north and east by La. 359, west by La. 

10, and south by La. 103.

7. Area 7

a. The following parish is open: Terrebonne.

b. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

Iberia and St. Mary Parishes - South of La. 14 and west U.S. Hwy. 

90 .

G. Wildlife Management Area Regulations 

1. General

a. The following rules and regulations concerning 

the management, protection and harvest of wildlife have been 

officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission in accordance with the authority provided in Louisiana 

Revised Statutes of 1950, Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to 

comply with these regulations will subject individual to citation 

and/or expulsion from the management area.

b. Citizens are cautioned that by entering upon a 

WMA managed by the LDWF they may be subjecting themselves and/or 

their vehicles to game and/or license checks, inspections and 

searches.

c . Wildlife management area seasons may be altered



or closed anytime by the Department Secretary in emergency 

situations (floods, fire or other critical circumstances).

d. Hunters may enter the WMA no earlier than 3:00 

a .m. unless otherwise specified and on days when Daily permits are 

required. On days when Daily permits are required, permit stations 

will open 2 hours before legal shooting hours. Hunters must exit 

the WMA no later than two hours after sunset unless otherwise 

specified.

e. Lands within WMA boundaries will have the same 

seasons and regulations pertaining to baiting and use of dogs as 

the WMA within which the lands are enclosed; however, with respect 

to private lands enclosed within a WMA, the owner or lessee may 

elect to hunt according to the regular season dates applicable to 

the geographic area in which the lands are located, provided that 

the lands are first enrolled in DMAP. Interested parties should 

contact the nearest LDWF regional office for additional 

information.

f . Dumping garbage or trash on WMAs except in 

designated locations is prohibited.

g. Disorderly conduct or hunting under influence 

of alcoholic beverages, chemicals and other similar substances is 

prohibited.

h. Commercial activities prohibited without prior

approval or unless otherwise specified.



Damage to or removal of trees, shrubs, hardi.

mast (acorn, pecans, etc.) and wild plants is prohibited without 

prior approval. Gathering and/or removal of soft fruits and

berries shall be limited to five gallons per person per day. 

Persons engaged in commercial activities must obtain a permit from 

the Region Office.

j . Burning of marshes is prohibited except by 

permit. Permits may be obtained from the Fur and Refuge Division.

k. Nature trails. Access to trails shall be 

limited to pedestrians only. No vehicles, ATVs, horses, mules, 

bicycles, etc. allowed. Removal of vegetation (standing or down) 

or other natural material prohibited.

l. Deer seasons are for legal buck deer unless 

otherwise specified.

m. Small game, when listed under the WMA 

regulations, includes both resident game animals and game birds as 

well as migratory species of birds.

n. Oysters may not be harvested from any WMA, 

EXCEPT that oysters may be harvested from private oyster leases and 

State Seed Grounds located within a WMA, when authorized by the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and upon approval by the 

Department of Health and Hospitals.

2. Permits

a. Daily. Daily permits when required shall be



obtained at permit stations on or near each WMA. Hunters must 

retain permit in possession while hunting. Hunters may enter the 

area no earlier than two hours before legal shooting time unless 

otherwise specified. Hunters must checkout daily and exit the area 

not later than two hours after sunset unless otherwise specified.

b . Self Clearing Permits. On WMAs where Self 

Clearing Permits are required, all hunters must obtain a WMA Self 

Clearing Permit from an Information Station. The CHECK IN portion 

MUST be completed and put in a permit box BEFORE each day's hunt on 

the day of the hunt. The CHECK OUT portion must be carried by each 

hunter while hunting and MUST be completed and put in a permit box 

AFTER each day's hunt on the day of the hunt unless otherwise 

specified. A vehicle tag will also be associated with the Self 

Clearing Permit and must be displayed in the vehicle while on the 

WMA.

c. Wild Louisiana Stamp. Persons using WMAs or 

other department administered lands for purposes other than hunting 

and fishing, such as camping, shooting on rifle ranges, berry 

picking, hiking, photography, bird-watching and the like, shall be 

required to possess one of the following: a Wild Louisiana stamp, 

a valid Louisiana fishing license, or a valid Louisiana hunting 

license. Persons younger than 16 or older than 60 years of age are 

exempt from this requirement.

3 . Special Seasons



a. Youth deer hun t . Only youths younger than 16

years of age may hunt. All other seasons are closed EXCEPT

Handicapped Seasons. Youths must possess a hunter safety

certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety 

course. Each youth must be accompanied by one adult 18 years of 

age or older. Adults may not possess a firearm. Youths may 

possess only one firearm while hunting. Legal firearms are the 

same as described for deer hunting. The supervising adult shall 

maintain visual and voice contact with the youth at all times. An 

adult may supervise only one youth during this special hunt. 

Contact the appropriate region office for special check station 

locations when daily permits are required and maps of specific 

hunting areas. Either-sex deer may be taken on WMAs with youth 

hunts. Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering youth 

hunts.

b . Handicapped Season. For hunters possessing a 

Physically Challenged Hunter Permit only. Participants must 

possess a Physically Challenged Hunter Permit. Contact region 

office for permit application and map of specific hunting area. 

Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering Handicapped 

Seasons. Pninte-au-Chien will have an experimental Lottery 

Handicapped waterfowl hunt _ Contact New Orleans Fur and Refuge 

Division for details.

c. Deer Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to those



persons selected as a result of the pre-application lottery.

Consult the regulations pamphlet for deadlines. A non-refundable 

application fee must be sent with application. Contact region 

offices for applications. Consult regulations pamphlet for WMAs 

offering lottery hunts.

d. Turkey Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to 

those persons selected by lottery. Consult the regulations 

pamphlet for deadlines. All turkeys must be reported at Self 

Clearing station.• Contact Region Offices for more details. 

Consult separate Turkey Hunting Regulations pamphlet for WMAs 

offering lottery hunts.

e. Trapping. Permits to take fur bearers from 

WMAs may be obtained at appropriate offices when required. Consult 

Annual Trapping Regulations for specific dates. All traps must be 

run daily. Traps with teeth are illegal. On WMAs where permits 

are required, each trapper must submit an annual trapping report to 

the Region Office where his permit was obtained. Non-compliance 

will result in forfeiture of trapping privileges on the WMAs. 

Permits may be obtained only between hours of 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

on normal working days at region offices. Hunter orange required 

when a deer gun season is in progress. A permit is required to 

carry a firearm outside of the normal hunting season and is 

available at the Region Office.

f. Raccoon hunting. A licensed hunter may take



raccoon or opossum, one per person per day, during daylight hours 

only, during the open rabbit season on WMAS. NIGHTTIME 

EXPERIMENTAL - Season dates for specific WMAS are for nighttime 

raccoon hunting and permits may be required. There will be no bag 

limit for raccoons at night unless specified in the annual 

regulations pamphlet. Raccoon hunters with dogs must submit an 

annual report of their kill to the region office for WMAs where 

permits are required. Non-compliance will result in forfeiture of 

raccoon or all hunting privileges on WMAs. Permits, when required, 

may be obtained at region offices only between hours of 8 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. on normal working days.

g. Commercial fishing. Permits are required of 

all commercial fishermen using Grassy Lake, Pomme de Terre and 

Spring Bayou WMAs. Drag seines (except minnow and bait seines) are 

prohibited EXCEPT experimental bait seines permitted on Dewey Wills 

WMA north of La. 28 in Diversion Canal. Commercial fishing is 

prohibited during regular waterfowl seasons on Grand Bay, Silver 

Lake and Lower Sunk Lake on Three Rivers WMA. Commercial fishing 

is prohibited on Salvador/Timken, Ouachita and Pointe-Au-Chien WMAs 

EXCEPT shrimping allowed on Pointe-Au-Chien in Cut Off Canal and 

Wonder Lake during daytime only. Non-compliance with permit 

regulations will result in revocation of commercial fishing 

privileges for the period the license is issued and one year there 

after. Commercial fishing is allowed on Pass-a-Loutre and



Atchafalaya Delta WMAs. See Pass-a-Loutre for additional 

commercial fishing regulations on mullet.

h. Sport fishing. Sport fishing, crawfishing and 

frogging are permitted on WMAs when in compliance with current laws 

and regulations EXCEPT nighttime frogging prohibited on Salvador/ 

Timken and Pointe-Au-Chien.

i . Additional Department Lands. The Department 

manages additional lands that are included in the WMA system and 

available for public recreation. Small tracts are located in 

Rapides, Vernon, Evangeline and St. Helena parishes. These small 

tracts have been acquired from the Farmers Home Administration or 

other sources for conservation purposes. Contact the appropriate 

Wildlife and Fisheries Region Office for specific information and 

any additional season dates.

4. Firearms

a. Firearms having live ammunition in the chamber, 

magazine, cylinder or clip when attached to firearms are not 

allowed in or on vehicles, boats under power, motorcycles, ATVs, 

ATCs or in camping areas on WMAS. Firearms may not be carried on 

any area before or after allowed hours except in authorized camping 

areas.

b . Firearms and bows and arrows are not allowed on 

WMAs during closed hunting seasons EXCEPT on designated shooting

ranges or as allowed for trapping. Bows and broadhead arrows are



not allowed on WMAs EXCEPT during regular archery season, turkey

season or EXCEPT as allowed for bowfishing.

c. Encased or broken down firearms and any game 

harvested may be transported through the areas by the most direct 

route provided that no other route exists EXCEPT as specified under 

Wildlife Management Area listing.

d. Loaded firearms are not allowed near WMA check

stations.

e. Centerfire rifles and handguns, arms larger 

than .22 caliber rimfire, shotgun slugs or shot larger than BB lead 

or F steel shot cannot be carried onto any WMA EXCEPT during modern 

firearm deer season.

f. Target shooting and other forms of practice 

shooting are prohibited on WMAs EXCEPT as otherwise specified.

g. Discharging of firearms on or hunting from 

designated roads, ATV trails or their rights-of-way is prohibited 

during the modern firearm and muzzleloader deer season.

5. Methods of Taking Game

a. Moving deer or hogs on a WMA with organized 

drivers and standers, drivers or making use of noises or noise

making devices is prohibited.

b. On Wildlife Management Areas, Federal Refuges 

and National Forest Lands where the daily limit shall be one deer 

per day, six per season (all segments included) by all methods of



take.

c. Baiting or hunting over bait is prohibited on 

all WMAs (hogs included). Unmarked hogs may be taken on some WMAs 

by properly licensed hunters and only with guns or bow and arrow 

legal for specified seasons in progress. Consult the specific WMA 

for additional information. Proper licenses and permits are 

required for hunting.

d. Hunters who kill deer on WMAs that require 

daily permits must have deer checked at the check station on same 

day of kill.

e. Deer hunting on WMAs is restricted to still 

hunting only. No WMA will be open for deer during early still hunt 

season unless specified in the regulation pamphlet.

f . Construction of and/or hunting from permanent 

tree stands or permanent blinds on WMAs is prohibited. Any 

permanent stand or permanent blind will be removed and destroyed.

g. On Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges, all 

deer stands must be removed from the area no later than two hours 

after the end of legal shooting hours each day. Hunting from 

utility poles, high tension power lines, oil and gas exploration 

facilities or platforms is prohibited.

h. A permanent blind is any blind using non

natural materials or having a frame which is not dismantled within 

two hours after the end of legal shooting hours each day. Blinds



with frames of wood, plastic, metal, poles, wire, mesh, webbing or 

any materials may be used but must be removed from the WMA within 

two hours after sunset. Blinds made solely of natural vegetation 

may be left in place but cannot be used to reserve hunting 

locations. All decoys must be removed from the WMA daily.

i. It is illegal to save or reserve hunting 

locations using permanent stands or blinds. Stands or blinds 

attached to trees with screws, nails, spikes, etc. are illegal.

j. Tree climbing spurs, spikes or screw-in steps 

are also prohibited.

k. Unattended decoys will be confiscated and 

forfeited to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and disposed 

of by the Department. This action is necessary to prevent 

preemption of hunting space.

l. Hunters shall not hunt, take or pursue birds or 

animals from moving vehicles on any WMA. No person shall take 

birds or animals from or by any motor boat or sail boat unless the 

motor has been completely shut off and/or the sail furled and its 

progress therefrom has ceased.

m. Spot lighting (shining) from vehicles is 

prohibited on all WMAS.

n. Horses and mules may be ridden on Wildlife 

Managements Areas except where prohibited and except during gun

seasons for deer and turkey. Riding is restricted to designated



roads and trails Hunting and trapping from horses and mules is

prohibited EXCEPT for quail hunting or as otherwise speoified.

o. All hunters EXCEPT waterfowl hunters and dove 

hunters (including archers and small game hunters) on WMAs must 

display 400 square inches of "Hunter Orange" and wear a "Hunter 

Orange" cap during open gun season for deer. Quail and woodcock 

hunters as well as hunters participating during special dog seasons 

for rabbit and squirrel are required to wear a minimum of a "Hunter 

Orange" cap. ALSO all non-hunters afield during hunting seasons 

are encouraged to display "Hunter Orange".

p . Archery season for deer. The archery season on 

WMAs is the same as outside and is open to either sex deer EXCEPT 

as otherwise specified on individual WMAS. Archery season 

restricted or closed on certain WMAs when special seasons for youth 

or handicapped hunters are in progress. Consult regulations 

pamphlet for specific seasons.

q. Either sex deer may be taken on WMAs at any 

time during archery season EXCEPT when bucks only seasons are in 

progress on the respective WMAs. Archers must abide by bucks only 

regulations and other restrictions when such seasons are in 

progress.

r. Muzzleloader season for deer. See WMA deer

schedule.

6 Camping



a. Camping on WMAs, including trailers, 

houseboats, recreational vehicles and tents, is allowed only in 

designated areas and for a period not to exceed sixteen (16) 

consecutive days, regardless if the camp is attended or 

unattended. Houseboats shall not impede navigation. At the end of 

the 16 day period, camps must be removed from the area for at least 

48 hours. Camping area use limited exclusively to outdoor 

recreational activities.

b . Houseboats are prohibited from overnight 

mooring within WMAs EXCEPT on stream banks adjacent to Department- 

owned designated camping areas. Overnight mooring of vessels that 

provide lodging for hire are prohibited on WMAs. On Atchafalaya 

Delta WMA and Pass-a-Loutre, houseboats may be moored in specially 

designated areas throughout the hunting season. At all other times 

of the year, mooring period is limited to a period not to exceed 

sixteen (16) consecutive days. Permits are required for camping 

and overnight mooring of houseboats on Pass-a-Loutre. Houseboat 

mooring permits are required for Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife 

Management Area. Permits may be obtained from headquarters on 

respective WMAs or from the New Iberia office for Atchafalaya Delta 

WMA.

c. Anyone camping on WMAs is required to have an 

operational waste disposal system attached to the camper, trailer, 

houseboat or other unit or a portable waste disposal unit to remove



all human waste upon leaving the WMA camping area. Discharge of 

human waste on a WMA is prohibited. Additionally it is against 

both Federal and State law to discharge human waste into the 

waterways of Louisiana.

d. No refuse or garbage may be dumped from these

boats.

e. Firearms may not be kept loaded or discharged 

in a camping area.

f . Campsites must be cleaned by occupants prior to 

leaving and all refuse placed in designated locations when provided 

or carried off by campers.

g. Non-compliance with camping regulations will 

subject occupant to immediate expulsion and/or citation, including 

restitution for damages.

h. Swimming prohibited within 100 yards of boat

launching ramps.

7. Restricted Areas

a. All oil and gas production facilities (wells, 

pumping stations and storage facilities) are off limits.

b. No unauthorized entry or hunting in restricted

areas or refuges.

8. Dogs. All use of dogs on WMAs, EXCEPT for bird 

hunting and duck hunting, is EXPERIMENTAL as required by law. 

EXCEPT for nighttime experimental raccoon hunting, squirrel



hunting, rabbit hunting, bird hunting, duck hunting and bird dog

training when allowed, having or using dogs on any WMA is 

prohibited. Dogs running at large are prohibited on WMAS. The 

owner or handler of said dogs shall be held liable. Only 

recognizable breeds of bird dogs and retrievers are allowed for 

quail and migratory bird hunting. Only beagle hounds which do not 

exceed 15 inches at the front shoulders and which have recognizable 

characteristics of the breed may be used on WMAs having 

experimental rabbit seasons.

9. Vehicles

a. Vehicles having wheels with a wheel-tire 

combination having a radius of 17 inches or more from the center of 

the hub (measured horizontal to ground) are prohibited.

b. The testing, racing, speeding or unusual 

maneuvering of any type of vehicle is prohibited within wildlife 

management areas due to property damages resulting in high 

maintenance costs, disturbance of wildlife and destruction of 

forest reproduction.

c. Tractor implement tires with farm tread designs 

Rl, R2 and R4 known commonly as spade or lug grip types are 

prohibited on all vehicles. ATV tires are restricted to those with 

maximum allowable tire pressure of 5 psi, as indicated on the tire 

by the manufacturer.

d. Airboats, aircraft, personal water craft and



hover craft are prohibited on all WMAs and Refuges. Personal water 

craft are defined as a vessel which uses an inboard motor powering 

a water jet pump as its primary source of propulsion and is 

designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing or kneeling 

on the vessel rather than in the conventional manner of sitting or 

standing inside the vessel. Personal water craft allowed on 

designated areas of Alexandria State Forest WMA.

e. No internal combustion engines allowed in 

certain Greentree reservoir.

f . Driving or parking vehicles on food or cover 

plots and strips is prohibited.

g. Blocking the entrance to roads and trails is

prohibited.

h . Motorized vehicles, including ATVs, ATCs and 

motorcycles, are restricted entirely to designated roads and ATV 

trails as indicated on WMA maps, except on Atchafalaya Delta WMA 

where ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles are prohibited. WMA maps 

available at all region offices. This restriction does not apply 

to bicycles.

i. Use of special ATV trails for handicapped 

persons restricted to special ATV handicapped permittees. 

Handicapped ATV permittees restricted to handicapped ATV trails or 

other ATV trails only as indicated on WMA maps. Persons 70 years 

of age and older, with proof of age, are also allowed to use



special handicapped trails and need not obtain a permit. However,

these persons must abide by all rules in place for these trails. 

Handicapped persons should make application for a Physically 

Challenged Hunter Program Permit with the Department.

j . Entrances to ATV trails will be marked with 

peach colored paint. Entrances to handicapped-only ATV trails will 

be marked with blue colored paint. Routes of all trails are as 

indicated on WMA maps. Deviation from the trails indicated on the 

map constitutes a violation of WMA rules and regulations.

k. Roads and trails may be closed due to poor 

condition or construction.

1 . A TVs r ATCs and motorcycles cannot be left

overnight ■on WMAs EXCEPT on desianated camoina areas. ATVs are

nrohibited from two hours after sunset to 3*00 AM All roads

inrlncHno trails and roads designated as ATV trails sha11 he closed

from March 1 throuah Auaust 31 unless otherwise soecified Certain

t rai1s ma v he onen dnrina this time period to provide access for

fishino or other purposes. These trails will he marked hv sians at.

the entrance of the trail.

m. CAUTION: Many Department-maintained roadways

on WMAs are unimproved and substandard. A maximum 20 mph speed 

limit is recommended for all land vehicles using these roads.

10. Wildlife Management Areas Basic Season Structure. 

For season dates, bag limits, shooting hours, special seasons and



other information consult the annual regulations pamphlet for 

specific details.

11. Resident Small Game (squirrel, rabbit, quail, dove, 

woodcock, snipe, rail and gallinule). Consult regulations 

pamphlet.

12. Waterfowl (ducks, geese and coots). Consult 

regulations pamphlet.

13. Archery. Consult regulations pamphlet.

14. Hogs. Consult regulations pamphlet.

15. Outlaw Quadrupeds and Birds. Consult regulations

pamphlet.

16. Wildlife Management Areas Hunting Schedule and 

Regulations:

a. Alexander State Forest. Vehicles restricted to 

paved and graveled roads. No parking on or fishing or swimming 

from bridges. No open fires EXCEPT in recreation areas.

b. Atchafalaya Delta. Water control structures 

are not to be tampered with or altered by anyone other than 

employees of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at any time. 

ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited.

c. Attakapas. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

d. Bayou Macon. All night activities prohibited 

except as otherwise provided. Mules are allowed for nighttime

raccoon hunting



e. Bayou Pierre. No ATVs or ATCs allowed on the 

area. Motorized vehicles are allowed only on parish roads and 

roads marked on WMA map.

f . Bens Creek. All motorized vehicles restricted 

to designated roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated 

roads. No hunting in restricted areas. (See WMA Map). Horses and 

mules are specifically prohibited during gun seasons for deer and 

during the spring turkey season.

g . Big Colewa Bayou. ATVs restricted to 

designated trails. Refer to WMA map for location of designated 

trails. All other motorized vehicles prohibited. All nighttime 

activities prohibited.

h . Big Lake. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

i . Biloxi

j . Bodcau

k. Boeuf. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

l. Boise-Vernon. Road travel and hunting 

restrictions: All motorized vehicles restricted to designated 

roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated roads. Hunting 

prohibited on roads designated for motorized vehicle travel.

m. Buckhorn. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

n. Camp Beauregard. Daily military clearance 

required for all recreational users. Registration for use of Self 

Clearing Permit required once per year. Free-ranging livestock



prohibited. All game harvested must be reported.

o. Dewey W. Wills. Crawfish: 100 pounds per

person per day. Roads may be closed during wet weather conditions.

p. Elm Hall. No ATVs allowed.

q . Fort Polk. Daily military clearance required 

to hunt or trap. Registration for use of Self Clearing Permit 

required once per year. Special regulations apply to ATV users.

r. Georgia-Pacific. EXCEPT as otherwise provided, 

all nighttime activities prohibited.

s . Grassy Lake. Commercial Fishing: Permitted 

EXCEPT on Smith Bay, Red River Bay and Grassy Lake proper on 

Saturday and Sunday and during waterfowl season. Permits available 

from area supervisor at Spring Bayou headquarters or Opelousas 

Region Office. Free-ranging livestock prohibited. No hunting in 

restricted area.

t. Jackson-Bienville. ATVs are allowed on non

public maintained gravel roads and timber management roads and 

trails. However, all ATVs/ATCs prohibited March 1 through 

September 15.

u. Joyce. Swamp Walk: Adhere to all WMA rules and 

regulations. No firearms or hunting allowed within 100 yards of 

walkways. Check hunting schedule and use walkway at your own risk.

v. Lake Boeuf

w. Lake Ramsay. Foot traffic only - all vehicles



restricted to Parish Roads.

x. Little River. Roads may be closed during wet

conditions.

y . Loggy Bayou

z. Manchac. Crabs: No crab traps allowed. 

Attended lift nets are allowed.

aa. Ouachita. Waterfowl Refuge: North of La. Hwy. 

15 closed to all hunting, fishing and trapping during waterfowl 

season. Crawfish: 100 pounds per person per day limit. Night 

crawfishing prohibited. No traps or nets left overnight. 

Commercial Fishing: Closed. All nighttime activities prohibited 

except as otherwise provided.

ab. Pass-a-Loutre. Commercial Fishing: Same as

outside. Commercial mullet fishing open only in: South Pass, Pass- 

a-Loutre, North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, Dennis Pass, 

Johnson Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Viveats Pass, 

Cognevich Pass, Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, Garden Island Bay and 

Northshore Bay. Fast Bay (west of barrier islands) and oil and gas 

canals as described on the Department Pass-a-Loutre WMA map. ATY_S_, 

ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

ac. Pearl River. All roads closed 8 p.m. to 4:30 

a.m. to all vehicles. Old Hwy. 11 will be closed when river gauge 

at Pearl River, Louisiana, reaches 16.5 feet. All hunting will be

closed when the river stage at Pearl River reaches 16.5 feet except



waterfowl hunting south of Hwy. 90. No hunting in the vicinity of 

Nature Trail. Observe "No Hunting" signs. Rifle range open noon 

until 4 p.m. Friday, and 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 

with a fee.

ad. Reason Ridge. Daily military clearance 

required to hunt or trap. Registration for use of Self Clearing 

Permit required once per year. Special federal regulations apply 

to ATV users.

ae. Pointe-au-Chien. Hunting until 12 noon on ALL 

GAME, EXCEPT for DOVE hunting as specified in regulation pamphlet. 

Point Farm: Gate will be open during opening weekend of the second 

split of dove season and all weekends during month of February. No 

motorized vessels allowed in the drainage ditches. Recreational 

Fishing: Shrimp may be taken by the use of cast nets only. During 

the inside open shrimp season, 25 pounds per boat per day (heads 

on) shall be allowed. Size count to conform with open season 

requirements. During the inside closed season, 10 pounds per boat 

per day (heads on) may be taken for bait. Fish may be taken by rod 

and reel or hand lines for recreational purposes only. Crabs may 

be taken through the use of hand lines or nets; however, none are 

to remain set overnight. Twelve dozen crabs are allowed per boat 

or vehicle per day. Crawfish may be harvested in unrestricted 

portions of the wildlife management area and shall be limited to

100 pounds per boat or group. Fishing gear used to catch crawfish



shall not remain set overnight. The harvest of all fish, shrimp,

crabs and crawfish are for recreational purposes only and any 

commercial use is prohibited. Mudboats or vessels with engines 

larger than 25 h.p. prohibited in the Montegut and Grand Bayou 

marsh management units. Public is allowed to travel anytime 

through the WMA for access purposes only, in the waterways known as 

Grand Bayou, Humble Canal, Little Bayou Blue and Grand Bayou Blue. 

Vehicles prohibited on Point Farm properties unless authorized by 

the department. ATVfir ATCa and motorcycles prohibited on this arma.

af. Pomme de Terre. Commercial Fishing: allowed 

Monday through Friday, EXCEPT closed during duck season. 

Commercial Fishing permits available from area supervisor, 

Opelousas Region Office or Spring Bayou headquarters. Sport 

Fishing: Same as outside EXCEPT allowed after 2 p.m. only during 

waterfowl season. Crawfish: April 1 - July 31, 100 lbs. per person 

per day limit. No traps or nets left overnight. Free-ranging 

livestock prohibited.

ag. Red River. Free-ranging livestock prohibited. 

Crawfishing prohibited on Wetland Restoration Areas.

ah. Russell Sage. Transporting trash or garbage on 

WMA roads is prohibited. All nighttime activities prohibited 

except as otherwise provided. NOTE: All season dates on Chauvin 

Tract (U.S. 165 North) same as outside, EXCEPT still hunt only and 

EXCEPT deer hunting restricted to archery only. Waterfowl hunting



after 2 p.m. prohibited. All vehicles including ATVs prohibited.

ai. Sabine

aj. Sabine Island. Sabine Island boundaries are 

Sabine River on the west, Cut-Off Bayou on the north, and Old River 

and Big Bayou on the south and east.

ak. Salvador/Timken. Hunting until 12 noon only 

for all game. All nighttime activities prohibited, including 

frogging. Recreational Fishing: Shrimp may be taken by the use of 

cast nets only. During the inside open shrimp season, 25 pounds 

per boat per day (heads on) shall be allowed. Size count to 

conform with open season requirements. During the inside closed 

season, 10 pounds per boat per day (heads on) may be taken for 

bait. Fish may be taken by rod and reel or hand lines for 

recreational purposes only. Crabs may be taken through the use of 

hand lines or nets; however, none of the lines are to remain set 

overnight. Twelve dozen crabs maximum are allowed per boat or 

vehicle per day. Crawfish may be harvested in unrestricted 

portions of the wildlife management area and shall be limited to 

100 pounds per boat or group. Fishing gear used to catch crawfish 

shall not remain set overnight. The harvest of all fish, shrimp, 

crabs and crawfish are for recreational purposes only and any 

commercial use is prohibited. Boats powered by internal combustion 

engines having horsepower ratings above 25 H.P. are allowed only in 

oil company access canals, Louisiana Cypress Canal, the Netherlands



Pond including the West Canal, Lakes - "Bale Des Chactas" and "Baie

du Cabanage" and the Rathborne Access ditch. Operation of the 

above described internal combustion engines in interior ditches is 

prohibited EXCEPT by experimental permit to be obtained from the 

New Orleans Office. Fur and Refuge Division^ Room 217. Pulling 

boats over levees, dams or water control structures or any other 

activities which cause detriment to the integrity of levees, dams 

and water control structures is prohibited. Special Use Permits 

may be issued for persons interested in clearing existing ditches 

(trenasses). Permits will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Contact New Orleans Region Office-Fur and Refuge Division. ATVS f 

ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

al. Sandy Hollow. Bird Dog Training: Consult 

regulation pamphlet. Wild birds only (use of pen-raised birds 

prohibited). Bird Dog Field Trials: Permit required from Baton 

Rouge Region Office. Horseback Riding: Organized trail rides 

prohibited. Horses and mules are specifically prohibited during 

turkey and gun season for deer EXCEPT as allowed for bird dog field 

trials. No horses and mules on green planted areas. No motorized 

vehicles allowed off designated roads. Free-ranging livestock 

prohibited.

am. Sherburne. Crawfishing: permits required, for 

South Farms from Area Headquarters. Free-ranging livestock 

prohibited. Retriever training allowed on selected portions of the



WMA Contact the Region Office for specific details. Vehicular

traffic prohibited on east Atchafalaya River Basin levee road 

within Sherburne WMA boundaries. Rifle and Pistol Range open 

daily. Skeet ranges open by appointment only, contact Hunter 

Education Office. No trespassing in restricted area behind ranges. 

Note: Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge, and U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers land holdings adjacent to the Sherburne Wildlife 

Management Area will have the same rules and regulations as 

Sherburne WMA. No hunting or trapping in restricted area. No 

commercial activity on ANWR, except trapping.

an. Sicily Island Hills. Firearms and any game 

harvested cannot be transported through the area except during the 

corresponding open season on area. Free-ranging livestock 

prohibited.

ao. Soda Lake. Entire area is walk-in only - no 

motorized vehicles allowed. Access into the area is allowed only 

from south end of the area off of Hwy. 173 at Twelve Mile Bayou. 

All trapping and hunting prohibited EXCEPT archery hunting for 

deer.

ap. Spring Bayou. Commercial Fishing: allowed 

Monday through Friday EXCEPT slat traps and hoop nets allowed any 

day. Permits available from area supervisor or Opelousas Region 

Office. Closed until after 2 p.m. during waterfowl season. Sport 

Fishing: Same as outside EXCEPT allowed only after 2 p.m. during



waterfowl season. Crawfish: 100 lbs. per person per day limit. 

Permit required from area supervisor. No hunting allowed in 

headquarters area. Only overnight campers allowed in the improved 

Boggy Bayou Camping area. Rules and regulations posted at camp 

site. A fee is assessed for use of this camp site. Water skiing 

allowed only in Old River and Grand Lac.

aq. Thistlethwaite. No hunting or trapping in 

restricted area (See WMA Map). All motorized vehicles restricted 

to improved roads only. All users must enter and leave through 

main gate only. No entry into restricted areas.

ar. Three Rivers. Free-ranging livestock 

prohibited in area.

as. Tunica Hills. All vehicles restricted to 

Parish roads. A T V s  restricted to designated trails. Driving on 

food plots prohibited. Access to restricted areas is unauthorized. 

Refer to WMA map. Camping prohibited on area. North of Highway 66 

(Angola Tract) closed to the general public March 1 - September 30 

EXCEPT spring turkey hunting access allowed for those individuals 

drawn for special lottery hunt.

at. Union. All nighttime activities prohibited 

except as otherwise provided.

au. West Bay. Road Travel and Hunting 

Restrictions: All motorized vehicles restricted to designated

roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated roads. Hunting



prohibited on roads designated for motorized vehicular travel.

av. Wisner

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115 and 

R . S . 56:116.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:1279 (July 

1999), amended LR 26: .

Public hearings will be held at regularly scheduled Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission Meetings from April through July. 

Additionally interested persons may submit written comments 

relative to the proposed rule until May 19, 2000 to Mr. Tommy 

Prickett, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000.

Thomas M . Cattle, Jr.

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999, the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
March 2, 2000

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, March 2, 2000.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
rules and regulations for the State and WMAs, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish regulations that govern public and 
private lands is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, 
and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting on both 
public and private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all information pertinent to the rule and 
regulations governing hunting, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules and regulations 
affecting sport hunting of resident game species are 
hereby adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission as a Notice of Intent.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr. , Secretary- 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of its intent to amend the rules and regulations governing the 

hunting of resident game birds and game quadrupeds.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX. Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons

§111. General and Wildlife Management Area Hunting Rules and 

Regulations

A. Hunting Seasons and Wildlife Management Area Regulations

1. The rules and regulations contained within this 

digest have been officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission under authority vested by Sections 115 and 

116 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and are 

in full force and effect in conjunction with all applicable 

statutory laws. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries has the authority to close or alter seasons in emergency 

situations in order to protect fish and wildlife resources.

2. Pursuant to Section 40.1 of Title 56 of the 

Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission has adopted monetary values which are assigned to all

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission



illegally taken, possessed, injured or destroyed fish, wild birds, 

wild quadrupeds and other wildlife and aquatic life. Anyone 

taking, possessing, injuring or destroying fish, wild birds, wild 

quadrupeds and other wildlife and aquatic life shall be required to 

reimburse the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries a sum of money 

equal to the value of the wildlife illegally taken, possessed, 

injured or destroyed. This monetary reimbursement shall be in

addition to any and all' criminal penalties imposed for the illegal 

act.

B . Resident Game Birds and Animals

1. Shooting hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one- 

half hour after sunset.

C. Other Season Dates

1. Turkey. Please refer to separate pamphlet.

2. Raccoon and Opossum. No closed season. Raccoon and 

opossum can be taken at night by one or more licensed hunters with 

one or more dogs and one .22 rimfire firearm. A licensed hunter 

may take raccoon or opossum with .22 rimfire, muzzleloader rifle 

.36 caliber or smaller or shotgun during daylight hours during the 

open rabbit season. Hunting from boats or motor vehicles is 

prohibited. No bag limit for nighttime or daytime raccoon or 

opossum hunting during the open trapping season except on certain 

WMAs as listed. The remainder of the year, the raccoon and opossum 

bag limit for daytime or nighttime is one per person per day or



night. No one who hunts raccoons or opossums as prescribed above 

shall pelt during the closed trapping season nor sell skins or 

carcasses of raccoons and opossums taken during the open trapping 

season unless he is the holder of a valid trapping license which 

shall be required in addition to his basic hunting license. 

Pelting or selling carcasses is illegal during closed trapping 

season.

3. Blackbirds and crows. ALL blackbirds, cowbirds, 

grackles and crows are considered crop depredators in Louisiana and 

may therefore be taken year round during legal shooting hours with 

no limit. Shooting hours are 30 minutes before sunrise to sunset.

4. Pheasant

a. Bag limit - 2 (males only). Possession limit -

4 .

b . Pheasant season restricted to the following 

portion of Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: That portion west of 

Choupique Bayou south of U.S. 90 and La. 27, west of La. 27 to 

north boundary of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to 

Sabine River, east of Sabine River to Intracoastal waterway, south 

of Intracoastal waterway to Gum Cove, east of Gum Cove Road to La. 

108, north and east of La. 108 from Gum Cove Road to U.S. 90, and 

south of U.S. 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

5. Falconry. Special permit required. Resident and 

migratory game species except turkeys may be taken. Seasons and



bag limits are the same as for statewide and WMA regulations EXCEPT 

squirrels may be taken by licensed falconers until the last day of 

February. Refer to LAC 76:V.301 for specific Falconry Rules.

6. Licensed Hunting Preserve. October 1 - April 30. 

Pen-raised birds only. No limit entire season. Refer to LAC 

76:V.305 for specific Hunting Preserve Rules.

7. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP). Land 

enrolled in the voluntary program will be assessed a $25 

registration fee and 5£/acre fee. Deer management assistance tags 

must be attached and locked to antlerless deer (including those 

taken on either-sex days and those taken with bow and muzzleloader) 

through the hock in a manner that it cannot be removed before the 

deer is moved from the site of the kill. Failure to do so is a 

violation of R.S. 56:115. Failing to follow DMAP rules and 

regulations may result in immediate cancellation of the program on 

those lands involved. Refer to LAC 76:V.Ill for specific DMAP 

Rules.

8. Farm Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics on 

Licensed Supplemented Shooting Preserves

a. Definitions

Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any 

animal of the family Bovidae (except the Tribe Bovini [cattle]) or 

Cervidae which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is confined 

on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve. Exotics shall include, but are



not limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, axis deer,

and black buck antelope.

Hunting: In its different tenses and for

purposes of this rule . means to take or attempt to take, in 

accordance with R.S. 56:8.

Same as Outside: For purposes of this rule

means hunting on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve must conform to 

applicable statutes and rules governing hunting and deer hunting, 

as provided for in Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes and 

as established annually by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

(LWFC).

Supplemented Hunting Preserve: For purposes of 

this rule means any enclosure for which a current Farm-Raising 

License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and 

Forestry (LDAF) with concurrence of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries (LDWF) and is authorized in writing by the LDAF and LDWF 

to permit hunting.

White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule 

means any animal of the species Qdocoileus virginianus which is 

confined on a Supplemented Hunting Preserve. 

b . Seasons

i. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: Consult the 

regulations pamphlet.

ii. Exotics: year round.



Methods of Takec .

i. White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: Exotics may be taken with longbow 

(including'-compound bow) and arrow; shotguns not larger than 10 

gauge, loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no 

smaller than .22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or 

pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all 

of which must load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball 

cylinder, using black powder or an approved substitute only, and 

using ball or bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.

d. Shooting Hours

i. White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: one-half hour before sunrise to 

one-half hour after sunset.

e. Bag Limit

i. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: Same as

outside.

ii. Exotics: No limit.

f . Hunting Licenses

i . White-tailed Deer: Same as outside.

ii. Exotics: No person shall hunt any exotic

without possessing a valid basic and big game hunting license.

g. Tagging. White-tailed Deer and Exotics: Each



animal shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately 

upon being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill 

with a tag provided by the LOAF. The tag shall remain with the 

carcass at all times.

D. Hunting-General Provisions

1. A basic resident or non-resident hunting license is 

required of all persons to hunt, take, possess or cause to be 

transported by any other person any wild bird or quadruped. See 

information below for exceptions.

2. No person born on or after September 1, 1969 shall 

hunt with a firearm unless that person has first been issued a 

certificate of satisfactory completion of a firearm and hunter 

education course taught or approved by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries. However, a person younger than 16 years of age may 

hunt without such certificate if he is accompanied by and is under 

the direct and immediate supervision of a person 18 years of age or 

older.

3. A big game license is required in addition to the 

basic hunting license to hunt, take, possess or cause to be 

transported any deer or turkey. A separate wild turkey stamp is 

required in addition to the basic hunting license and the big game 

license to hunt, take, possess or cause to be transported any

turkey.



4. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft or 

participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or 

from automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited.

5. Methods of taking resident game birds and quadrupeds

a. Use of a longbow (including compound bow) and 

arrow or a shotgun not larger than a 10 gauge fired from the 

shoulder without a rest shall be legal for taking all resident game 

birds and quadrupeds. Also, the use of a handgun, rifle and 

falconry (special permit required) shall be legal for taking all 

game species except turkey and migratory game birds. It shall be 

illegal to hunt or take squirrels or rabbits at any time with a 

breech-loaded rifle or handgun larger than a .22 caliber rimfire or 

a muzzleloader rifle larger than .36 caliber. During closed deer 

gun season, it shall be illegal to possess shotgun shells loaded 

with slugs or shot larger than BB lead or F steel shot while small 

game hunting.

b . Still hunting is defined as stalking or 

stationary stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, 

driving or hunting deer with dogs is prohibited when or where a 

still hunting season or area is designated, and will be strictly 

enforced. Shotguns larger than 10 gauge or capable of holding more 

than three shells shall be prohibited. Plugs used in shotguns must 

be incapable of being removed without disassembly. Refer to game 

schedules contained within these regulations for specific



restrictions on the use of firearms and other devices.

6. Nuisance animals. Landowners or their designees may- 

remove beaver and nutria causing damage to their property without 

a special permit. Water set traps and firearms may be used to 

remove beaver; nutria may be removed by any means EXCEPT that 

nutria cannot be taken by the use of headlight and gun between the 

hours of sunset and sunrise. Beavers may be taken between one-half 

hour after official sunset to one-half hour before official sunrise

for_a oeriod of three .consecutive calendar eveni ncrs from the

pffpctivp datm of thp np-rnri t i smipd hv thp denarfment. . For

snpcific dptfl-i 1 s contact, a recrion office near von. Anv nuisance

heaver or nutria trapped or shot outside open trapping season

cannot be nelted or sold A tranninrr license is remiired to

nnssess. sell or nelt nuisance heavers or nutria taken durincr onen

traonina season. Smiirrels found destrovino commercial crons of

necans mav be taken vear-round bv nermit issued hv the Department.

This permit shall he valid for 70 davs from the date of issuance.

Contact the local region office for details.

7. Threatened and endangered species - Louisiana black 

bear, Louisiana pearl shell (mussel), sea turtles, gopher tortoise, 

ringed sawback turtle, brown pelican, bald eagle, peregrine falcon, 

whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, piping plover, interior least tern, 

ivory-billed woodpecker, red-cockaded woodpecker, Bachman's 

warbler. West Indian, manatee, Florida panther, pallid sturgeon,



Gulf sturgeon, Attwater's greater prairie chicken, whales and red 

wolf. Taking or harassment of any of these species is a violation 

of state and federal laws.

8. Unregulated quadrupeds. Holders of a legal hunting 

license may take coyotes, unmarked hogs where legal, and armadillos 

year round during legal daylight shooting hours. The running of 

coyotes with dogs is prohibited in all turkey hunting areas during 

the open turkey season. Coyote hunting is restricted to "chase 

only" during still hunting segments of the firearm and archery only 

season for deer. Foxes and bobcats are protected quadrupeds and 

may be taken only by licensed trappers during the trapping season. 

Remainder of the year "chase only" permitted by licensed hunters.

9. Hunting and/or discharging firearms on public roads. 

Hunting, standing, loitering or shooting game quadrupeds or game 

birds with a gun during open season while on a public highway or 

public road right-of-way is prohibited. Hunting or the discharge 

of firearms on roads or highways located on public levees or within 

100 feet from the centerline of such levee roads or highways is 

prohibited. Spot lighting or shining from public roads is 

prohibited by state law. Hunting from all public roads and rights- 

of-way is prohibited and these provisions will be strictly 

enforced.

10. Tags. Any part of the deer or wild turkey divided 

shall have affixed thereto the name, date, address and big game



license number of the person killing the deer or wild turkey and 

the sex of that animal. This information shall be legibly written 

in pen or pencil, on any piece of paper or cardboard or any 

material, which is attached or secured to or enclosing the part or 

parts. On lands enrolled in DMAP, deer management assistance tags 

must be attached and locked through the hock of antlerless deer, 

(including those taken with bow and muzzleloader and those 

antlerless deer taken on either-sex days) in a manner that it 

cannot be removed, before the deer is moved from the site of the 

kill.

11. Sex identification. Positive evidence of sex 

identification, including the head, shall remain on any deer taken 

or killed within the State of Louisiana, or on all turkeys taken or 

killed during any special gobbler season when killing of turkey 

hens is prohibited, so long as such deer or turkey is kept in camp 

or field, or is en route to the domicile of its possessor, or until 

such deer or turkey has been stored at the domicile of its 

possessor or divided at a cold storage facility and has become 

identifiable as food rather than as wild game.

E. General Deer Hunting Regulations

1. One antlered and one antlerless (when legal on 

private lands) deer per day EXCEPT on Wildlife Management Areas, 

Federal Refuges and National Forest Lands where the daily limit 

shall be one deer per day. Six per season (all segments included)



by all methods of t a k e .

2. A legal buck is a deer with visible antler of 

hardened bony material, broken naturally through the skin. Killing 

bucks without at least one visible antler as described above and 

killing does is prohibited except where specifically allowed.

3. Deer hunting restricted to legal bucks only, except 

where otherwise allowed.

4. Either-sex deer is defined as male or female deer. 

Taking or possessing spotted fawns is prohibited.

5. It is illegal to hunt or shoot deer with firearms 

smaller than .22 caliber centerfire or a shotgun loaded with 

anything other than buckshot or rifled slug. Handguns may be used 

for hunting.

6. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft, 

participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or 

from automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited.

7. Still hunting is defined as stalking or stationary 

stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, driving or 

hunting deer with dogs or moving vehicles, including ATVs, when or 

where a still hunting season or area is designated, is prohibited 

and will be strictly enforced. The training of deer dogs is 

prohibited in all still hunting areas during the gun still hunting 

and archery only season. Deer hunting with dogs is allowed in all 

other areas having open deer seasons that are not specifically



designated as still hunting only. Use of dogs to trail wounded 

deer is expressly prohibited in still hunting areas.

8. Areas not specifically designated as open are

closed.

9. Muzzleloader Segment: (Special license and

muzzleloader firearms specifications apply only to the special 

state, WMA, National Forest and Preserves, and Federal Refuge 

seasons.) Still hunt only. Specific WMAs will also be open, 

check WMA schedule for specific details. Muzzleloader license 

required for resident hunters between the ages of 16 and 59 

inclusive and non-residents 16 years of age and older. Either sex 

deer may be taken in all deer hunting areas EXCEPT Area 5 and as 

specified on Public Areas. It is unlawful to carry a gun, 

including those powered by air or other means, while hunting during 

the special muzzleloader segment. Except, it is lawful to carry a 

.22 caliber rimfire pistol loaded with #12 shot (ratshot only).

a. Legal Muzzleloader Firearms For Special Season: 

Rifles or pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or

smaller, all of which must load exclusively from the muzzle or cap 

and ball cylinder, use black powder or approved substitute only, 

take ball or bullet projectile only, including saboted bullets and 

be fitted only with iron sights or non-magnifying scopes EXCEPT 

persons 60 years of age or older may use magnified scopes. This 

includes those muzzleloaders known as "inline" muzzleloaders.



10. Archery Segment: Consult regulations pamphlet. WMA 

seasons are the same as outside except as noted below. Archery 

license required for resident bow hunters between the ages of 16 

and 59 inclusive and non-residents 16 years of age and older. 

Residents 60 years of age and older may use a crossbow without a 

special permit or license. Either sex deer may be taken in all 

areas open for deer hunting EXCEPT when a bucks only season is in 

progress for gun hunting, archer's must conform to the bucks only 

regulations. Either sex deer may be taken on WMAs at anytime 

during archery season EXCEPT when bucks only seasons are in 

progress on the respective WMA. Also, archery season restricted on 

Atchafalaya Delta, Salvador, Pas s-a-Lout re and Point-au-Chien WMAs 

(SEE SCHEDULE).

a. Bow and arrow regulations: Hunting arrows for 

deer must have well-sharpened metal broadhead blades not less than 

7/8 inch in width. Bow and arrow fishermen must have a sport 

fishing license and not carry any arrows with broadhead points 

unless a big game season is in progress.

i. It is unlawful:

(a) . to carry a gun, including those 

powered by air or other means, while hunting with bow and arrow 

during the special bow and arrow deer season EXCEPT it is lawful to 

carry a .22 caliber rimfire pistol loaded with #12 shot (ratshot)

only.



(b) . to have in possession or use any

poisoned or drugged arrow, arrows with explosive tips, or any bow 

drawn, held or released by mechanical means except that hand held 

releases are lawful.

(c) . to hunt deer with a bow having a pull

less than 30 pounds.

(d) . to hunt with a bow or crossbow fitted 

with an infrared or laser sight.

11. Hunter orange. Any person hunting deer shall 

display on his head, chest and/or back a total of not less than 400 

square inches of "HUNTER ORANGE" during the open deer gun season 

including muzzleloader season. Persons hunting on privately owned, 

legally posted land may wear a cap or a hat that is completely 

covered with hunter orange material in lieu of the 400 square 

inches. These provisions shall not apply to persons hunting deer 

from elevated stands on property that is privately owned and 

legally posted or to archery deer hunters hunting on legally posted 

lands where firearm hunting is not allowed by agreement of the 

landowner or lessee. WARNING: DEER HUNTERS ARE CAUTIONED TO WATCH 

FOR PERSONS HUNTING OTHER GAME OR ENGAGED IN ACTIVITIES NOT 

REQUIRING "HUNTER ORANGE".

12. Special handicapped either-sex deer season on 

private land. See regulations pamphlet for dates. Restricted to 

individuals with Physically Challenged Hunter Permit.



for dates.

F. Description of Areas

1. Area 1

a. All of the following parishes are open: 

Catahoula, East Feliciana, St. Helena, Concordia, Franklin, Tensas, 

East Baton Rouge, Madison, Washington.

b . Portions of the following parishes are also

open:

i. Avoyelles - North of La. 1.

ii. Caldwell - East of U.S. 165.

iii. Grant - East of U.S. 165 and south of La.

13. Special Youth Deer Hunt. See regulations pamphlet
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iv. LaSalle - Portion south of La. 8 from 

Little River eastward to La. 127 in Jena, east of La. 127 from Jena 

northward to U.S. 165, east of U.S. 165 from La. 127 northward to 

Caldwell Parish line.

v. Livingston - North of 1-12.

vi. Rapides - East of U.S. 165 and north of

Red River.

vii. St. Tammany - All EXCEPT that portion 

south of 1-12, west of Hwy. 1077 to La. 22, south of La. 22 to 

Tchefuncte River, west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake

Pontchartrain.



viii. Tangipahoa - North of 1-12.

ix. West Feliciana - All EXCEPT that portion 

known as Raccourci and Turnbull Island.

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the 

following parishes:

i . Avoyelles - That portion surrounding Pomme 

de Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east, and south by La. 451 and 

on the west by the Big Bend Levee from its junction at the Bayou 

des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville, southward to its 

juncture with La. 451.

ii. Catahoula - South of Deer Creek to Boeuf 

River, east of Boeuf and Ouachita Rivers to La. 8 at Harrisonburg, 

west of La. 8 to La. 913, west of La. 913 and La. 15 to Deer Creek.

iii. East Feliciana and East Baton Rouge - East 

of Thompson Creek from the Mississippi line to La. 10. North of 

La. 10 from Thompson Creek to La. 67 at Clinton, west of La. 67 

from Clinton to Mississippi line. South of Mississippi line from 

La. 67 to Thompson Creek. Also that portion of East Baton Rouge 

Parish east of La. 67 from La. 64 north to Parish Line, south of 

Parish Line from La. 64 eastward to Amite River. West of Amite 

River southward to La. 64, north of La. 64 to La. 37 at Magnolia, 

east of La. 37 northward to La. 64 at Indian Mound, north of La. 64 

from Indian Mound to La. 67. Also, that portion of East Feliciana 

Parish east of La. 67 from parish line north to La. 959, south of



La. 959 east to La. 63, west of La. 63 to Amite River, west of

Amite River, southward to parish line, north of parish line 

westward to La. 67.

iv. Franklin - All

v. St. Helena - North of La. 16 from Tickfaw 

River at Montpelier westward to La. 449, east and south of La. 449 

from La. 16 at Pine Grove northward to La. 1045, south of La. 1045 

from its junction with La. 449 eastward to the Tickfaw River, west 

of the Tickfaw River from La. 1045 southward to La. 16 at 

Montpelier.

v i . Tangipahoa - That portion of Tangipahoa 

Parish north of La. 10 from the Tchefuncte River to La. 1061 at 

Wilmer, east of La. 1061 to La. 440 at Bolivar, south of La. 440 to 

the Tchefuncte River, west of the Tchefuncte River from La. 440 

southward to La. 10.

vii. Washington and St. Tammany - East of La. 

21 from the Mississippi line southward to the Bogue Chitto River, 

north of the Bogue Chitto River from La. 21 eastward to the Pearl 

River Navigation Canal, east of the Pearl River Navigation Canal 

southward to the West Pearl River, north of the West Pearl River 

from the Pearl River Navigation Canal to Holmes Bayou, west of 

Holmes Bayou from the West Pearl River northward to the Pearl 

River, west of the Pearl River from Holmes Bayou northward to the 

Mississippi line, south of the Mississippi line from the Pearl



River westward to La. 21. Also that portion of St. Tammany Parish 

north of La. 22 from U.S. 190 to La. 1077, east of La. 1077 

northward to junction with U.S. 190, south and west of U.S. 190 

from La. 1077 to junction with La. 22. Also, that portion of 

Washington Parish south of La. 10 from the Tchefuncte River, 

eastward to the Bogue Chitto River, west of the Bogue Chitto River 

from La. 10 southward to St. Tammany Parish. Also that portion of 

Washington Parish west of La. 25 from the Mississippi state line 

southward to La. 38, then west to the Tangipahoa parish line, north 

along the parish line to the Mississippi state line then east to 

La. 25.

viii. West Feliciana - West of Thompson Creek 

to Illinois-Central Railroad, north of Illinois-Central Railroad to 

Parish Road #7, east of Parish Road #7 to the junction of U.S. 61 

and La. 966, east of La. 966 from U.S. 61 to Chaney Creek, south of 

Chaney Creek to Thompson Creek.

2. Area 2

a. All of the following parishes are open:

i. Bienville, Jackson, Union, Bossier, 

Lincoln, Webster, Caddo, Natchitoches, Winn, Claiborne, Red River, 

DeSoto, Sabine.

ii. EXCEPT: Kisatchie National Forest which 

has special regulations. Caney, Corney, Middlefork tracts of 

Kisatchie have the same regulations as Area 2, EXCEPT still hunting



only for deer and EXCEPT National Forest Land within the Evangeline 

Unit, Calcasieu Ranger District described in Area 2 description 

shall be still hunting only.

b . Portions of the following parishes are also

open:

i . Allen - North of U.S. 190 east of Reeves

and east of La. 113.

ii. Avoyelles - That portion west of 1-49.

iii. Beauregard - East of La. 113. Also, west 

of La. 27 north to DeRidder and south and east of U.S. 190 west of 

DeRidder to Texas line.

iv. Calcasieu - West of La. 27 north of 

Sulphur and north of U.S. 90 from Sulphur to Texas line.

v. Caldwell - West of U.S. 165.

v i . Evangeline - All EXCEPT the following 

portions: east of 1-49 to junction of La. 29, east of La. 29 south 

of 1-49 to Ville Platte, and north of U.S. 167 east of Ville 

Platte.

vii. Grant - All EXCEPT that portion south of 

La. 8 and east of U.S. 165.

viii. Jefferson Davis - North of U.S. 190.

ix. LaSalle - All EXCEPT south of La. 8 from 

Little River eastward to La. 127 in Jena, east of La. 127 from Jena

northward to U.S. 165, east of U.S. 165 from La. 127 northward to



Caldwell Parish li n e .

x. Morehouse - West of U.S. 165 (from 

Arkansas line) to Bonita, north and west of La. 140 to junction of 

La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, west of 

La. 139 to junction of La. 593,. west and south of La. 593 to 

Collinston, west of La. 138 to junction of La. 134 and north of La. 

134 to Ouachita line.

x i . Ouachita - All EXCEPT south of U.S. 80 and 

east of Ouachita River, east of La. 139 from Sicard to junction of 

La. 134, south of La. 134 to Morehouse line.

xii. Rapides - All EXCEPT north of Red River 

and east of U.S. 165. South of La. 465 to junction of La. 121, 

west of La. 121 and La. 113 to Union Hill, and north of La. 113 

from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line, and that portion south of 

Alexandria between Red River and U.S. 167 to junction of U.S. 167 

with 1-49 at Turkey Creek exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish 

line.

xiii. Vernon - East and south of La. 113, north 

and east of La. 465, west of La. 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville, 

and north of La. 8 from Leesville to Texas line.

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the 

following parishes:

i. Claiborne and Webster - Caney, Corney and 

Middlefork tracts of Kisatchie National Forest. (See Kisatchie



National Forest Regulations) .

ii. Ouachita - East of Ouachita River.

iii. Rapides - West of U.S. 167 from Alexandria 

southward to 1-49 at Turkey Creek Exit, west of 1-49 southward to 

Parish Line, north of Parish Line westward to U.S. 165, east of 

U.S. 165 northward to U.S. 167 at Alexandria. North of La. 465 

from Vernon Parish line to La. 121, west of La. 121 to 1-49, west 

of 1-49 to La. 8, south and east of La. 8 to La. 118 (Mora Road), 

south and west of La. 118 to Natchitoches Parish line.

iv. Vernon - East of Mora-Hutton Road from 

Natchitoches Parish line to Hillman Loop Road, south and east of 

Hillman Loop Road to Comrade Road, south of Comrade Road to La. 

465, east and north of La. 465 to Rapides Parish line.

3. Area 3

a. All of Acadia, Cameron and Vermilion Parishes

are open.

b . Portions of the following parishes are also

open:

i. Allen - South of U.S. 190 and west of La.

113 .

ii. Beauregard - West of La. 113. ALSO east 

of La. 27 north to DeRidder and north and west of U.S. 190 west of 

DeRidder to Texas line.

iii. Calcasieu East of La. 27 north of



Sulphur and south of U.S. 90 from Sulphur to Texas line.

14 .

iv. Iberia - West of U.S. 90 and north of La.

v. Jefferson Davis - All EXCEPT north of U.S.

190.

v i . Lafayette - West of 1-49 and U.S. 90.

vii. Rapides - South of La. 465 to junction of 

La. 121, west of La. 121 and La. 112 to Union Hill and north of La. 

113 from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line.

viii. St. Landry - West of U.S. 167.

ix. Vernon - West and north of La. 113, south 

of La. 465, east of La. 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville, and south 

of La. 8 from Leesville to Texas line.

4. Area 4

a. All of East Carroll and Richland parishes are

open.

b . Portions of the following parishes are open:

i. Morehouse - East of U.S. 165 (from 

Arkansas line) to Bonita, south and east of La. 140 to junction of 

La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), east of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, east of 

La. 139 to junction of La. 593, east and north of La. 593 to 

Collinston, east of La. 138 to junction of La. 134 and south of La. 

134 to Ouachita line.

ii. Ouachita - South of U.S. 80 and east of



Ouachita River, east of La. 139 from Sicard to junction of La. 134, 

south of La. 134 to Morehouse line.

5. Area 5

a. All of West Carroll Parish is open.

i. All deer hunting is for bucks only

including muzzleloader season.

6. Area 6

a. All of Orleans Parish is.closed to all forms of

deer hunting.

b . All of the following parishes are open: 

Ascension, Plaquemines, St. John, Assumption, Pointe Coupee, St. 

Martin, Iberville, St. Bernard, Jefferson, St. Charles, Lafourche, 

St. James, West Baton Rouge.

c. Portions of the following parishes are also

open:

i. Avoyelles - South of La. 1 and also that 

portion east of 1-49.

ii. Evangeline - That portion east of 1-49 to 

junction of La. 29, east of La. 29 south of 1-49 to Ville Platte 

and north of U.S. 167 east of Ville Platte.

iii. Iberia - East of U.S. 90.

iv. Lafayette - East of 1-49 and U.S. 90.

v. Livingston - South of 1-12.

v i . Rapides - South of Alexandria between Red



River and U.S. 167 to the junction of U.S. 167 with 1-49 at Turkey 

Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish line.

vii. St. Landry - East of U.S. 167.

viii. St. Mary - North of U.S. 90.

ix. St. Tammany - That portion south of 1-12, 

west of Hwy. 1077 to La. 22, south of La. 22 to Tchefuncte River, 

west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake Pontchartrain.

x. Tangipahoa - South of 1-12.

x i . West Feliciana - West of Mississippi 

River, known as Raccourci and Turnbull Islands.

d. Still hunting only in all of the following

parishes:

River.

i. Plaquemines - East of the Mississippi

ii. Rapides - South of Alexandria between Red 

River and U.S. 167 to the junction of U.S. 167 with 1-49 at Turkey 

Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to parish line.

iii. St. Bernard - All of the parish shall be 

still hunting only EXCEPT that portion of St. Bernard known as the 

spoil area between the MRGO on the east and Access Canal on the 

west, south of Bayou Bienvenue and north of Bayou la Loutre.

iv. St. John - South of Pass Manchac from Lake 

Pontchartrain to U.S. 51, east of U.S. 51 from Pass Manchac to La. 

638 (Frenier Beach Road). North of La. 638 from U.S. 51 to Lake



Pontchartrain. West of Lake Pontchartrain from La. 638 to Pass

Manchac.

v. St. Landry - Those lands surrounding 

Thistlethwaite WMA bounded north and east by La. 359, west by La. 

10, and south by La. 103.

7. Area 7

a. The following parish is open: Terrebonne.

b . Portions of the following parishes are open: 

Iberia and St. Mary Parishes - South of La. 14 and west U.S. Hwy. 

90.

G. Wildlife Management Area Regulations 

1. General

a. The following rules and regulations concerning 

the management, protection and harvest of wildlife have been 

officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission in accordance with the authority provided in Louisiana 

Revised Statutes of 1950, Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to 

comply with these regulations will subject individual to citation 

and/or expulsion from the management area.

b. Citizens are cautioned that by entering upon a 

WMA managed by the LDWF they may be subjecting themselves and/or 

their vehicles to game and/or license checks, inspections and 

searches.

c. Wildlife management area seasons may be altered



or closed anytime by the Department Secretary in emergency 

situations (floods, fire or other critical circumstances).

d. Hunters may enter the WMA no earlier than 3:00 

a.m. unless otherwise specified and on days when Daily permits are 

required. On days when Daily permits are required, permit stations 

will open 2 hours before legal shooting hours. Hunters must exit 

the WMA no later than two hours after sunset unless otherwise 

specified.

e. Lands within WMA boundaries will have the same 

seasons and regulations pertaining to baiting and use of dogs as 

the WMA within which the lands are enclosed; however, with respect 

to private lands enclosed within a WMA, the owner or lessee may 

elect to hunt according to the regular season dates applicable to 

the geographic area in which the lands are located, provided that 

the lands are first enrolled in DMAP. Interested parties should 

contact the nearest LDWF regional office for additional 

information.

f . Dumping garbage or trash on WMAs except in 

designated locations is prohibited.

g. Disorderly conduct or hunting under influence 

of alcoholic beverages, chemicals and other similar substances is 

prohibited.

h . Commercial activities prohibited without prior 

approval or unless otherwise specified.



i. Damage to or removal of trees, shrubs, hard 

mast (acorn, pecans, etc.) and wild plants is prohibited without 

prior approval. Gathering and/or removal of soft fruits and 

berries shall be limited to five gallons per person per day. 

Persons engaged in commercial activities must obtain a permit from 

the Region Office.

j. Burning of marshes is prohibited except by 

permit. Permits may he obtained from the Fur and Refuge Division.

k. Nature trails. Access to trails shall be 

limited to pedestrians only. No vehicles, ATVs, horses, mules, 

bicycles, etc. allowed. Removal of vegetation (standing or down) 

or other natural material prohibited.

l. Deer seasons are for legal buck deer unless 

otherwise specified.

m. Small game, when listed under the WMA 

regulations, includes both resident game animals and game birds as 

well as migratory species of birds.

n . Oysters may not be harvested from any WMA, 

EXCEPT that oysters may be harvested from private oyster leases and 

State Seed Grounds located within a WMA, when authorized by the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and upon approval by the 

Department of Health and Hospitals.

2. Permits

a. Daily. Daily permits when required shall be



obtained at permit stations on or near each WMA. Hunters must 

retain permit in possession while hunting. Hunters may enter the 

area no earlier than two hours before legal shooting time unless 

otherwise specified. Hunters must checkout daily and exit the area 

not later than two hours after sunset unless otherwise specified.

b . Self Clearing Permits. On WMAs where Self 

Clearing Permits are required, all hunters must obtain a WMA Self 

Clearing Permit from an Information Station. The CHECK IN portion 

MUST be completed and put in a permit box BEFORE each day's hunt on 

the day of the hunt. The CHECK OUT portion must be carried by each 

hunter while hunting and MUST be completed and put in a permit box, 

AFTER each day's hunt on the day of the hunt unless otherwise 

specified. A vehicle tag will also be associated with the Self 

Clearing Permit and must be displayed in the vehicle while on the 

WMA.

c. Wild Louisiana Stamp. Persons using WMAs or 

other department administered lands for purposes other than hunting 

and fishing, such as camping, shooting on rifle ranges, berry 

picking, hiking, photography, bird-watching and the like, shall be 

required to possess one of the following: a Wild Louisiana stamp, 

a valid Louisiana fishing license, or a valid Louisiana hunting 

license. Persons younger than 16 or older than 60 years of age are 

exempt from this requirement.

3 . Special Seasons



Youth deer hunt. Only youths younger than 16a .

years of age may hunt. All other seasons are closed EXCEPT

Handicapped Seasons. Youths must possess a hunter safety

certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety 

course. Each youth must be accompanied by one adult 18 years of 

age or older. Adults may not possess a firearm. Youths may 

possess only one firearm while hunting. Legal firearms are the 

same as described for deer hunting. The supervising adult shall 

maintain visual and voice contact with the youth at all times. An 

adult may supervise only one youth during this special hunt. 

Contact the appropriate region office for special check station 

locations when daily permits are required and maps of specific 

hunting areas. Either-sex deer may be taken on WMAs with youth 

hunts. Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering youth 

hunts.

b. Handicapped Season. For hunters possessing a 

Physically Challenged Hunter Permit only. Participants must 

possess a Physically Challenged Hunter Permit. Contact region 

office for permit application and map of specific hunting area. 

Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering Handicapped 

Seasons. Pointe-an-Chien will have an experimental Lottery 

Handicapped waterfowl hunt. Contact New Orleans Fur and Refuge 

Division for details.

c. Deer Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to those



persons selected as a result of the pre-application lottery. 

Consult the regulations pamphlet for deadlines. A non-refundab1e 

application fee must be sent with application. Contact region 

offices for applications. Consult regulations pamphlet for WMAs 

offering lottery hunts.

d. Turkey Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to 

those persons selected by lottery. Consult the regulations 

pamphlet for deadlines. All turkeys must be reported at Self 

Clearing station.• Contact Region Offices for more details. 

Consult separate Turkey Hunting Regulations pamphlet for WMAs 

offering lottery hunts.

e. Trapping. Permits to take fur bearers from 

WMAs may be obtained at appropriate offices when required. Consult 

Annual Trapping Regulations for specific dates. All traps must be 

run daily. Traps with teeth are illegal. On WMAs where permits 

are required, each trapper must submit an annual trapping report to 

the Region Office where his permit was obtained. Non-compliance 

will result in forfeiture of trapping privileges on the WMAs. 

Permits may be obtained only between hours of 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

on normal working days at region offices. Hunter orange required 

when a deer gun season is in progress. A permit is required to 

carry a firearm outside of the normal hunting season and is 

available at the Region Office.

f. Raccoon hunting. A licensed hunter may take



raccoon or opossum, one per person per day, during daylight hours 

only, during the open rabbit season on WMAS. NIGHTTIME 

EXPERIMENTAL - Season dates for specific WMAS are for nighttime 

raccoon hunting and permits may be required. There, will be no bag 

limit for raccoons at night unless specified in the annual 

regulations pamphlet. Raccoon hunters with dogs must submit an 

annual report of their kill to the region office for WMAs where 

permits are required. Non-compliance will result in forfeiture of 

raccoon or all hunting privileges on WMAs. Permits, when required, 

may be obtained at region offices only between hours of 8 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. on normal working days.

g. Commercial fishing. Permits are required of 

all commercial fishermen using Grassy Lake, Pomme de Terre and 

Spring Bayou WMAs. Drag seines (except minnow and bait seines) are 

prohibited EXCEPT experimental bait seines permitted on Dewey Wills 

WMA north of La. 28 in Diversion Canal. Commercial fishing is 

prohibited during regular waterfowl seasons on Grand Bay, Silver 

Lake and Lower Sunk Lake on Three Rivers WMA. Commercial fishing 

is prohibited on Salvador/Timken, Ouachita and Pointe-Au-Chien WMAs 

EXCEPT shrimping allowed on Pointe-Au-Chien in Cut Off Canal and 

Wonder Lake during daytime only. Non-compliance with permit 

regulations will result in revocation of commercial fishing 

privileges for the period thm license is issued and one year there 

a fter. Commercial fishing is allowed on Pass-a-Loutre and



Atchafalaya Delta W M A s . See Pass-a-Loutre for additional

commercial fishing regulations on mullet.

h . Sport fishing. Sport fishing, crawfishing and 

frogging are permitted on WMAs when in compliance with current laws 

and regulations EXCEPT nighttime frogging prohibited on Salvador/ 

Timken and Pointe-Au-Chien.

i. Additional Department Lands. The Department 

manages additional lands that are included in the WMA system and 

available for public recreation. Small tracts are located in 

Rapides, Vernon, Evangeline and St. Helena parishes. These small 

tracts have been acquired from the Farmers Home Administration or 

other sources for conservation purposes. Contact the appropriate 

Wildlife and Fisheries Region Office for specific information and 

any additional season dates.

4. Firearms

a. Firearms having live ammunition in the chamber, 

magazine, cylinder or clip when attached to firearms are not 

allowed in or on vehicles, boats under power, motorcycles, ATVs, 

ATCs or in camping areas on WMAS. Firearms may not be carried on 

any area before or after allowed hours except in authorized camping 

areas.

b . Firearms and bows and arrows are not allowed on 

WMAs during closed hunting seasons EXCEPT on designated shooting 

ranges or as allowed for trapping. Bows and broadhead arrows are



not allowed on WMAs EXCEPT during regular archery season, turkey 

season or EXCEPT as allowed for bowfishing.

c. Encased or broken down firearms and any game 

harvested may be transported through the areas by the most direct 

route provided that no other route exists EXCEPT as specified under 

Wildlife Management Area listing.

d. Loaded firearms are not allowed near WMA check

stations.

e. Centerfire rifles and handguns, arms larger 

than .22 caliber rimfire, shotgun slugs or shot larger than BB lead 

or F steel shot cannot be carried onto any WMA EXCEPT during modern 

firearm deer season.

f. Target shooting and other forms of practice 

shooting are prohibited on WMAs EXCEPT as otherwise specified.

g. Discharging of firearms on or hunting from 

designated roads, ATV trails or their rights-of-way is prohibited 

during the modern firearm and muzzleloader deer season.

5. Methods of Taking Game

a. Moving deer or hogs on a WMA with organized 

drivers and standers, drivers or making use of noises or noise

making devices is prohibited.

b . On Wildlife Management Areas, Federal Refuges 

and National Forest Lands where the daily limit shall be one deer 

per day, six per season (all segments included) by all methods of



take.

c. Baiting or hunting over bait is prohibited on 

all WMAs (hogs included). Unmarked hogs may be taken on some WMAs 

by properly licensed hunters and only with guns or bow and arrow 

legal for specified seasons in progress. Consult the specific WMA 

for additional information. Proper licenses and permits are 

required for hunting.

d. Hunters who kill deer on WMAs that require 

daily permits must have deer checked at the check station on same 

day of kill.

e. Deer hunting on WMAs is restricted to still 

hunting only. No WMA will be open for deer during early still hunt 

season unless specified in the regulation pamphlet.

f. Construction of and/or hunting from permanent 

tree stands or permanent blinds on WMAs is prohibited. Any 

permanent stand or permanent blind will be removed and destroyed.

g. On Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges, all 

deer stands must be removed from the area no later than two hours 

after the end of legal shooting hours each day. Hunting from 

utility poles, high tension power lines, oil and gas exploration 

facilities or platforms is prohibited.

h. A permanent blind is any blind using non

natural materials or having a frame which is not dismantled within 

two hours after the end of legal shooting hours each day. Blinds



with frames of wood, plastic, metal, poles, wire, mesh, webbing or 

any materials may be used but must be removed from the WMA within 

two hours after sunset. Blinds made solely of natural vegetation 

may be left in place .but cannot be used to reserve hunting 

locations. All decoys must be removed from the WMA daily.

i. It is illegal to save or reserve hunting 

locations using permanent stands or blinds. Stands or blinds 

attached to trees with screws, nails, spikes, etc. are illegal.

j . Tree climbing spurs, spikes or screw-in steps 

are also prohibited.

k. Unattended decoys will be confiscated and 

forfeited to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and disposed 

of by the Department. This action is necessary to prevent 

preemption of hunting space.

l. Hunters shall not hunt, take or pursue birds or 

animals . from moving vehicles on any WMA.. No person shall take 

birds or animals from or by any motor boat or sail boat unless the 

motor has been completely shut off and/or the sail furled and its 

progress therefrom has ceased.

m. Spot lighting (shining) from vehicles is 

prohibited on all WMAS.

n. Horses and mules may he ridden nn Wildlifp 

Managements Areas except where prohibited end except during gun 

seasons for deer and turkey. Riding is restricted to designated



roads and 1-rails Hunting and trapping from horses and mules is

prohibited EXCEPT for quail hunting or aa otherwise specified.

o . All hunters EXCEPT waterfowl hunters and dove 

hunters (including archers and small game hunters) on WMAs must 

display 400 square inches of "Hunter Orange" and wear a "Hunter 

Orange" cap during open gun season for deer. Quail and woodcock 

hunters as well as hunters participating during special dog seasons 

for rabbit and squirrel are required to wear a minimum of a "Hunter 

Orange" cap. ALSO all non-hunters afield during hunting seasons 

are encouraged to display "Hunter Orange".

p . Archery season for deer. The archery season on 

WMAs is the same as outside and is open to either sex deer EXCEPT 

as otherwise specified on individual WMAS. Archery season 

restricted or closed on certain WMAs when special seasons for youth 

or handicapped hunters are in progress. Consult regulations 

pamphlet for specific seasons.

q . Either sex deer may be taken on WMAs at any 

time during archery season EXCEPT when bucks only seasons are in 

progress on the respective WMAs. Archers must abide by bucks only 

regulations and other restrictions when such seasons are in 

progress.

r. Muzzleloader season for deer. See WMA deer

schedule.

6 Camping



a. Camping on WMA.S, including trailers, 

houseboats, recreational vehicles and tents, is allowed only in 

designated areas and for a period not to exceed sixteen (16) 

consecutive days, regardless if the camp is attended or 

unattended. Houseboats shall not impede navigation. At the end of 

the 16 day period, camps must be removed from the area for at least 

48 hours. Camping area use limited exclusively to outdoor 

recreational activities.

b . Houseboats are prohibited from overnight 

mooring within WMAs EXCEPT on stream banks adjacent to Department- 

owned designated camping areas. Overnight mooring of vessels that 

provide lodging for hire are prohibited on WMAs. On Atchafalaya 

Delta WMA and Pass-a-Loutre, houseboats may be moored in specially 

designated areas throughout the hunting season. At all other times 

of the year, mooring period is limited to a period not to exceed 

sixteen (16) consecutive days. Permits are required for camping 

and overnight mooring of houseboats on Pass-a-Loutre. Houseboat 

mooring permits are required for Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife 

Management Area. Permits may be obtained from headquarters on 

respective WMAs or from the New Iberia office for Atchafalaya Delta 

WMA.

c. Anyone camping on WMAs is required to have an 

operational waste disposal system attached to the camper, trailer, 

houseboat or other unit or a portable waste disposal unit to remove



all human waste upon leaving the WMA camping area. Discharge of 

human waste on a WMA is prohibited. Additionally it is against 

both Federal and State law to discharge human waste into the 

waterways of Louisiana.

d. No refuse or garbage may be dumped from these

boats.

e. Firearms may not be kept loaded or discharged 

in a camping area.

f. Campsites must be cleaned by occupants prior to 

leaving and all refuse placed in designated locations when provided 

or carried off by campers.

g. Non-compliance with camping regulations will 

subject occupant to immediate expulsion and/or citation, including 

restitution for damages.

h. Swimming prohibited within 100 yards of boat

launching ramps.

7. Restricted Areas

a. All oil and gas production facilities (wells, 

pumping stations and storage facilities) are off limits.

b. No unauthorized entry or hunting in restricted

areas or refuges.

8. Dogs. All use of dogs ' on WMAs, EXCEPT for bird 

hunting and duck hunting, is EXPERIMENTAL as required by law. 

EXCEPT for nighttime experimental raccoon hunting, squirrel



hunting, rabbit hunting, bird hunting, duck hunting and bird dog 

training when allowed, having or using dogs on any WMA is 

prohibited. Dogs running at large are prohibited on WMAS. The 

owner or handler of said dogs shall be held liable. Only 

recognizable breeds of bird dogs and retrievers are allowed for 

quail and migratory bird hunting. Only beagle hounds which do not 

exceed 15 inches at the front shoulders and which have recognizable 

characteristics of the breed may be used on WMAs having 

experimental rabbit seasons.

9. Vehicles

a. Vehicles having wheels with a wheel-tire 

combination having a radius of 17 inches or more from the center of 

the hub (measured horizontal to ground) are prohibited.

b. The testing, racing, speeding or unusual 

maneuvering of any type of vehicle is prohibited within wildlife 

management areas due to property damages resulting in high 

maintenance costs, disturbance of wildlife and destruction of 

forest reproduction.

c. Tractor implement tires with farm tread designs 

Rl, R2 and R4 known commonly as spade or lug grip types are 

prohibited on all vehicles. ATV tires are restricted to those with 

maximum allowable tire pressure of 5 psi, as indicated on the tire 

by the manufacturer.

d. Airboats, aircraft, personal water craft and



hover craft are prohibited on all WMAs and Refuges. Personal water 

craft are defined as a vessel which uses an inboard motor powering 

a water jet pump as its primary source of propulsion and is 

designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing or kneeling 

on the vessel rather than in the conventional manner of sitting or 

standing inside the vessel. Personal water craft allowed on 

designated areas of Alexandria State Forest WMA.

e . No internal combustion engines allowed in 

certain Greentree reservoir.

f. Driving or parking vehicles on food or cover 

plots and strips is prohibited.

g. Blocking the entrance to roads and trails is

prohibited.

h . Motorized vehicles, including ATVs, ATCs and 

motorcycles, are restricted entirely to designated roads and ATV 

trails as indicated on WMA maps, except on Atchafalaya Delta WMA 

where ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles are prohibited. WMA maps 

available at all region offices. This restriction does not apply 

to bicycles.

i . Use of special ATV trails for handicapped 

persons restricted to special ATV handicapped permittees. 

Handicapped ATV permittees restricted to handicapped ATV trails or 

other ATV trails only as indicated on WMA maps. Persons 70 years 

of age and older, with proof of age, are also allowed to use



special handicapped trails and need not obtain a permit. However, 

these persons must abide by all rules in place for these trails. 

Handicapped persons should make application for a Physically 

Challenged Hunter Program Permit with the Department.

j . Entrances to ATV trails will be marked with 

peach colored paint. Entrances to handicapped-only ATV trails will 

be marked with blue colored paint. Routes of all trails are as 

indicated on WMA maps. •• Deviation from the trails indicated on the 

map constitutes a violation of WMA rules and regulations.

k. Roads and trails may be closed due to poor 

condition or construction.

A TVs. ATCs and motorcycles cannot be left
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m. CAUTION: Many Department-maintained roadways 

on WMAs are unimproved and substandard. A maximum 2 0 mph speed 

limit is recommended for all land vehicles using these roads.

10. Wildlife Management Areas Basic Season Structure.

For season dates, bag limits, shooting hours, special seasons and



other information consult the annual regulations pamphlet for 

specific details.

11. Resident Small Game (squirrel, rabbit, quailz dove, 

woodcock, -snipe, rail and gallinule). Consult regulations 

pamphlet.

12. Waterfowl (ducks, geese and coots). Consult 

regulations pamphlet.

13. Archery. Consult regulations pamphlet.

14. Hogs. Consult regulations pamphlet.

15. Outlaw Quadrupeds and Birds. Consult regulations

pamphlet.

16. Wildlife Management Areas Hunting Schedule and 

Regulations:

a. Alexander State Forest. Vehicles restricted to 

paved and graveled roads. No parking on or fishing or swimming 

from bridges. No open fires EXCEPT in recreation areas.

b . Atchafalaya Delta. Water control structures 

are not to be tampered with or altered by anyone other than 

employees of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at any time. 

ATVs, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited.

c. Attakapas. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

d . Bayou Macon. All night activities prohibited 

except as otherwise provided. Mules are allowed for nighttime

raccoon hunting



e. Bayou Pierre. No ATVs or ATCs allowed on the 

area. Motorized vehicles are allowed only on parish roads and 

roads marked on WMA map.

f . Bens Creek. All motorized vehicles restricted 

to designated roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated 

roads. No hunting in restricted areas. (See WMA Map). Horses and 

mules are specifically prohibited during gun seasons for deer and 

during the spring turkey season.

g. Big Colewa Bayou. AT Vs restricted to 

designated trails. Refer to WMA map for location of designated 

trails. All other motorized vehicles prohibited. All nighttime 

activities prohibited.

h. Big Lake. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

. i. Biloxi

j . Bodcau

k. Boeuf. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

l. Boise-Vernon. ' Road travel and hunting 

restrictions: All motorized vehicles restricted to designated 

roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated roads. Hunting 

prohibited on roads designated for motorized vehicle travel.

m. Buckhorn. Free-ranging livestock prohibited.

n. Camp Beauregard. Daily military clearance 

required for all recreational users. Registration for use of Self 

Clearing Permit required once per year. Free-ranging livestock



prohibited. All game harvested must be reported.

o. Dewey W. Wills. Crawfish: 100 pounds per

person per day. Roads may be closed during wet weather conditions.

p. Elm Hall. No ATVs allowed.

q. Fort Polk. Daily military clearance required 

to hunt or trap. Registration for use of Self Clearing Permit 

required once per year. Special regulations apply to ATV users.

r. Georgia-Pacific. EXCEPT as otherwise provided, 

all nighttime activities prohibited.

s . Grassy Lake. Commercial Fishing: Permitted 

EXCEPT on Smith Bay, Red River Bay and Grassy Lake proper on 

Saturday and Sunday and during waterfowl season. Permits available 

from area supervisor at Spring Bayou headquarters or Opelousas 

Region Office. Free-ranging livestock prohibited. No hunting in 

restricted area.

t. Jackson-Bienville. ATVs are allowed on non

public maintained gravel roads and timber management roads and 

trails. However, all ATVs/ATCs prohibited March 1 through 

September 15.

u. Joyce. Swamp Walk: Adhere to all WMA rules and 

regulations. No firearms or hunting allowed within 100 yards of 

walkways. Check hunting schedule and use walkway at your own risk.

v. Lake Boeuf

w. Lake Ramsay. Foot traffic only - all vehicles



restricted to Parish Roads.

x. Little River. Roads may be closed during wet

conditions.

y. Loggy Bayou

z. Manchac. Crabs: No crab traps allowed. 

Attended lift nets are allowed.

aa. Ouachita. Waterfowl Refuge: North of La. Hwy. 

15 closed to all hunting, fishing and trapping during waterfowl 

season. Crawfish: 100 pounds per person per day limit. Night 

crawfishing prohibited. No traps or nets left overnight. 

Commercial 'Fishing: Closed. All nighttime activities prohibited 

except as otherwise provided.

ab. Pass-a-Loutre. Commercial Fishing: Same as

outside. Commercial mullet fishing open only in: South Pass, Pass- 

a-Loutre, North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, Dennis Pass, 

Johnson Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Viveats Pass, 

Cognevich Pass, Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, Garden Island Bay and 

Northshore Bay. Fast Bay (west of harrier inlands) and oil and gas 

canals as described on the Department Pass-a-Loutre WMA map. ATVS, 

ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

ac. Pearl River. All roads closed 8 p.m. to 4:30 

a.m. to all vehicles. Old Hwy. 11 will be closed when river gauge 

at Pearl River, Louisiana, reaches 16.5 feet. All hunting will be 

closed when the river stage at Pearl River reaches 16.5 feet except



waterfowl hunting south of Hwy. 90. No hunting in the vicinity of 

Nature Trail. Observe "No Hunting" signs. Rifle range open noon 

until 4 p.m. Friday, and 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 

with a fee:-

ad. Reason Ridge. Daily military clearance 

required to hunt or trap. Registration for use of Self Clearing 

Permit required once per year. Special federal regulations apply 

to ATV users.

ae. Pointe-au-Chien. Hunting until 12 noon on ALL 

GAME, EXCEPT for DOVE hunting as specified in regulation pamphlet. 

Point Farm: Gate will be open during opening weekend of the second 

split of dove season and all weekends during month of February. No 

motorized vessels allowed in the drainage ditches. Recreational 

Fishing: Shrimp may be taken by the use of cast nets only. During 

the inside open shrimp season, 25 pounds per boat per day (heads 

on) shall be allowed. Size count to conform with open season 

requirements. During the inside closed season, 10 pounds per boat 

per day (heads on) may be taken for bait. Fish may be taken by rod 

and reel or hand lines for recreational purposes only. Crabs may 

be taken through the use of hand lines or nets; however, none are 

to remain set overnight. Twelve dozen crabs are allowed per boat 

or vehicle per day. Crawfish may be harvested in unrestricted 

portions of the wildlife management area and shall be limited to 

100 pounds per boat or group. Fishing gear used to catch crawfish



shall not remain set overnight. The harvest of all fish, shrimp,

crabs and crawfish are for recreational purposes only and any 

commercial use is prohibited. Mudboats or vessels with engines 

larger than 2 5 h.p. prohibited in the Montegut and Grand Bayou 

marsh management units. Public is allowed to travel anytime 

through the WMA for access purposes only, in the waterways known as 

Grand Bayou, Humble Canal, Little Bayou Blue and Grand Bayou Blue. 

Vehicles prohibited on Point Farm properties unless authorized by 

the department. ATVS, ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

af. Pomme de Terre. Commercial Fishing: allowed 

Monday through Friday, EXCEPT closed during duck season. 

Commercial Fishing permits available from area supervisor, 

Opelousas Region Office or Spring Bayou headquarters. Sport 

Fishing: Same as outside EXCEPT allowed after 2 p.m. only during 

waterfowl season. Crawfish: April 1 - July 31, 100 lbs. per person 

per day limit. No traps or nets left overnight. Free-ranging 

livestock prohibited.

a g . Red River. Free-ranging livestock prohibited. 

Crawfishing prohibited on Wetland Restoration Areas.

ah. Russell Sage. Transporting trash or garbage on 

WMA roads is prohibited. All nighttime activities prohibited 

except as otherwise provided. NOTE: All season dates on Chauvin 

Tract (U.S. 165 North) same as outside, EXCEPT still hunt only and 

EXCEPT deer hunting restricted to archery only. Waterfowl hunting



after 2 p.m. prohibited. All vehicles including ATVs prohibited.

ai. Sabine

aj. Sabine Island. Sabine Island boundaries are 

Sabine River on the west, Cut-Off Bayou on the north, and Old River 

and Big Bayou on the south and east.

ak. Salvador/Timken. Hunting until 12 noon only 

for all game. All nighttime activities prohibited, including 

frogging. Recreational Fishing: Shrimp may be taken by the use of 

cast nets only. During the inside open shrimp season, 25 pounds 

per boat per day (heads on) shall be allowed. Size count to 

conform with open season requirements. During the inside closed 

season, 10 pounds per boat per day (heads on) may be taken for 

bait. Fish may be taken by rod and reel or hand lines for 

recreational purposes only. Crabs may be taken through the use of 

hand lines or nets; however, none of the lines are to remain set 

overnight. Twelve dozen crabs maximum are allowed per boat or 

vehicle per day. Crawfish may be harvested in unrestricted 

portions of the wildlife management area and shall be limited to 

100 pounds per boat or group. Fishing gear used to catch crawfish 

shall not remain set overnight. The harvest of all fish, shrimp, 

crabs and crawfish are for recreational purposes only and any 

commercial use is prohibited. Boats powered by internal combustion 

engines having horsepower ratings above 25 H.P. are allowed only in 

oil company access canals, Louisiana Cypress Canal, the Netherlands



Pond including the West Canal, Lakes - "Bale Des Chactas" and "Baie 

du Cabanage" and the Rathborne Access ditch. Operation of the 

above described internal combustion engines in interior ditches is 

prohibited -EXCEPT by experimental permit to he obtained from the 

New Orleans Off ire. Fur end Refuge Division. Room 217. Pulling 

boats over levees, dams or water control structures or any other 

activities which cause detriment to the integrity of levees, dams 

and water control structures is prohibited. Special Use Permits 

may be issued for persons interested in clearing existing ditches 

(trenasses). Permits will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Contact New Orleans Region Office-Fur and Refuge Division. ATVS, 

ATCs and motorcycles prohibited on this area.

al. Sandy Hollow. Bird Dog Training: Consult 

regulation pamphlet. Wild birds only (use of pen-raised birds 

prohibited). Bird Dog Field Trials: Permit required from Baton 

Rouge Region Office. Horseback Riding: Organized trail rides 

prohibited. Horses and mules are specifically prohibited during 

turkey and gun season for deer EXCEPT as allowed for bird dog field 

trials. No horses and mules on green planted areas. No motorized 

vehicles allowed off designated roads. Free-ranging livestock 

prohibited.

am. Sherburne. Crawfishing: permits required, for 

South Farms from Area Headquarters. Free-ranging livestock 

prohibited. Retriever training allowed on selected portions of the



WMA Contact the Region Office for specific details Vehicular

traffic prohibited on east Atchafalaya River Basin levee road 

within Sherburne WMA boundaries. Rifle and Pistol Range open 

daily. Skeet ranges open by appointment only, .contact Hunter 

Education Office. No trespassing in restricted area behind ranges. 

Note: Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge, and U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers land holdings adjacent to the Sherburne Wildlife 

Management Area will have the same rules and regulations as 

Sherburne WMA. No hunting or trapping in restricted area. No 

commercial activity on ANWR, except trapping.

an. Sicily Island Hills. Firearms and any game 

harvested cannot be transported through the area except during the 

corresponding open season on area. Free-ranging livestock 

prohibited.

ao. Soda Lake. Entire area is walk-in only - no 

motorized vehicles allowed. Access into the area is allowed only 

from south end of the area off of Hwy. 173 at Twelve Mile Bayou. 

All trapping and hunting prohibited EXCEPT archery hunting for 

deer.

ap. Spring Bayou. Commercial Fishing: allowed 

Monday through Friday EXCEPT slat traps and hoop nets allowed any 

day. Permits available from area supervisor or Opelousas Region 

Office. Closed until after 2 p.m. during waterfowl season. Sport 

Fishing: Same as outside EXCEPT allowed only after 2 p.m. during



waterfowl season. Crawfish: 100 lbs. per person per day limit. 

Permit required from area supervisor. No hunting allowed in 

headquarters area. Only overnight campers allowed in the improved 

Boggy Bayou Camping area. Rules and regulations .posted at camp 

site. A fee is assessed for use of this camp site. Water skiing 

allowed only in Old River and Grand Lac.

aq. Thistlethwaite. No hunting or trapping in 

restricted area (See WMA Map). All motorized vehicles restricted 

to improved roads only. All users must enter and leave through 

main gate only. No entry into restricted areas.

ar. Three Rivers. Free-ranging livestock 

prohibited in area.

as. Tunica Hills. All vehicles restricted to 

Parish roads. A T V s  restricted to designated trails. Driving on 

food plots prohibited. Access to restricted areas is unauthorized. 

Refer to WMA map. Camping prohibited on area. North of Highway 66 

(Angola Tract) closed to the general publio Maroh 1 - September 30 

EXCEPT spring turkey hunting access allowed for those individuals 

drawn for special lottery hunt.

at. Union. All nighttime activities prohibited 

except as otherwise provided.

au. West Bay. Road Travel and Hunting 

Restrictions: All motorized vehicles restricted to designated 

roads. Refer to WMA map for location of designated roads. Hunting



prohibited on roads designated for motorized vehicular travel.

av. Wisner

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115 and 

R.S. 56:116.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:1279 (July 

1999), amended LR 26: .

Public hearings will be held at regularly scheduled Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission Meetings from April through July. 

Additionally interested persons may submit written comments 

relative to the proposed rule until May 19, 2000 to Mr. Tommy

Prickett, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000.

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman
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During the 1999 Regular Legislative Session, House Concurrent Resolution Number 153 was 

submitted by Representative John Smith. The resolution stated “that the Louisiana Legislature does 

hereby create the Louisiana Alligator Task Force to examine issues relative to the alligator industry 

in the state of Louisiana and to make recommendations to the Louisiana Legislature and the 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries relative to development of policies to manage and coordinate 

effort in regard to those issues.” The resolution stated that the task force be composed of seven 

members appointed by the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. The resolution 

also stated “that the task force shall particularly examine issues relative to the appropriate amount 

for tag fees; a re-examination of the release ratios; a cost-benefit analysis of marketing efforts by the 

Fur and Alligator Advisory Council on behalf of the alligator industry; and an examination of the 

use of public education funds from the Alligator Resource Fund; however, the task force shall not 

be limited to an examination of only these issues”.

The alligator task force first met on August 4, 1999 at the Baton Rouge Wildlife and 

Fisheries Headquarters and discussed agendas and operating procedures and issues. A second 

meeting was held on September 23, 1999 at Rockefeller Refuge in Grand Chenier where the task 

force discussed farm alligator release rates, alligator program, nest surveys, population trends, farm 

release program, size class frequency distribution models, harvest rates and survival analysis. The 

third meeting was held on October 21,1999 at the Baton Rouge Wildlife and Fisheries Headquarters 

and discussed the farm alligator release rates, alligator program income and expenditures, $4.00 tag 

fee and program activities (current and proposed). The fourth meeting was held at Rockefeller 

Refugem Grand Chenier on November 16,1999 where the task force finished discussing alligator 

program, alligator marketing activities (Fur and Alligator Council) and final report structure. The 

fifth and final alligator task force meeting was held on December 15, 1999 at the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Headquarters in Baton Rouge where preparation of final report was discussed and 

recommendations were finalized by votes from the alligator task force members.
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Two sets of recommendations were agreed upon by the alligator task force through majority 

vote at the December 15 meeting. For details of discussions on issues refer to meeting minutes. One 

set of recommendations was comprised of particular issues to be examined by the alligator task force 

which were specified by the House Concurrent Resolution Number 153. The Louisiana Alligator 

Task Force made the following recommendations concerning the specified issues;

1) to reduce the release rate of farm alligators to 14 percent with a sliding scale varying with 

size,

2) to maintain the $4.00 tag fee, and

3) to continue marketing and education efforts by the Fur and Alligator Council and continue 

present level of funding. Projects and funding levels be prioritized as in the past and as per 

industry request be voted on by the Louisiana Fur and Alligator Advisory Council 

representing alligator farmers, trappers, landowners and dealers.

The second set of recommendations was comprised of issues examined by the alligator task force 

which were not specified in the resolution. The Louisiana Alligator Task Force made the following 

recommendations concerning unspecified issues;

1) to leave to the discretion of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries’ staff to spot check 

tags on shipments of farm skins in order to comply with CITES requirements,

2) to fill the currently vacant position (vacated by the retirement of Larry McNease) and 

domicile the alligator program administrator’s position at Rockefeller Refuge, and

3) to conduct Marsh Island and Salvador WMA alligator harvests in the September season 

instead of July.
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 153

SUBMITTED BY

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN SMITH

DURING THE 1999 REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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ENROLLED
Regular Session, 1999

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 153 

BY REPRESENTATIVE JOHN SMITH

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To establish the Louisiana Alligator Task Force and to provide for its 

membership, powers, duties, and responsibilities, and to provide for 

submission of a report.

WHEREAS, the presence of alligators in the state of Louisiana enables 

our state to develop and promote an industry in this state that is unique and 

exceptional; and

WHEREAS, through the years, different strategies have been adopted 

to manage and promote the industry; and

WHEREAS, the industry appears to have reached a turning point in its 

development and expansion whereby population growth alone is no longer the 

primary focus but maintenance of the population and exploitation of national 

and international markets are the avenues to continued growth of the alligator 

industry; and

WHEREAS, a coordinated effort to examine the industry and its current 

status by representatives of the many components of the industry and the 

constituent groups that are impacted by decisions within the industry would 

be of great value to the industry and to the state in its development of policies 

relative to the alligator industry.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Louisiana Legislature does 

hereby create the Louisiana Alligator Task Force to examine issues relative to 

the alligator industry in the state of Louisiana and to make recommendations 

to the Louisiana Legislature and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
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H.C.R. NO. 153 ENROLLED

relative to development of policies to manage and coordinate effort in regard 

to those issues.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force be composed of 

seven members appointed by the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries as follows:

(1) One member from the staff of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries.

(2) One member appointed to represent individual landowners.

(3) One member appointed to represent alligator farmers.

(4) One member appointed to represent wild alligator trappers.

(5) One member appointed to represent corporate landowners.

(6) One member appointed to represent wildlife biologists.

(7) One member appointed to represent licensed dealers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall particularly 

examine issues relative to the appropriate amount for tag fees; a re

examination of the release ratios; a cost-benefit analysis of marketing efforts 

by the Fur and Alligator Advisory Council on behalf of the alligator industry; 

and an examination of the use of public education funds from the Alligator 

Resource Fund; however, the task force shall not be limited to an examination 

of only these issues.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall make 

recommendations to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries through a report 

to the Fur and Alligator Advisory Council and submit copies of their report to 

the House and Senate committees on Natural Resources no later than 

September 30,1999.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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LOUISIANA A LLIGATOR TASK FO RCE M EM BERS

Phil Bowman - Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Staff (Chairman)

Zachary Casey - Licensed Dealers’ Representative

Kermit Coulon - Corporate Landowners’ Representative

Allan Ensminger - Individual Landowners’ Representative

Ted Joanen - Wildlife Biologists’ Representative

Johnny Price - Wild Alligator Trappers’ Representative

Wayne Sagrera - Alligator Farmers’ Representative
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L O U IS IA N A  A L L IG A T O R  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T IN G  A T T E N D E E S

AUGUST 4, 1999 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

NAME ORGANIZATION PHONE NUMBER

Mr. Zachary Casey alligator fanner and dealer 504/469-9553

Mr. Allan Ensminger representative of several 
landowners

318/462-0762

Mr. Wayne Sagrera farmer, dealer and landowner 318/893-7709

Mr. Johnny Price alligator hunter 318/774-3724

Mr. Ted Joanen wildlife consultant 318/598-3236

Mr. Kermit Coulon corporate landowner 504/879-1517

Mr. Phil Bowman Assistant Secretary 225/765-2806

Mr. Martin Walke governmental affairs consultant 
working with Mr. Casey

225/929-8530

Ms. Ruth Elsey LDWF employee 318/538-2276

Mr. Guthrie Perry LDWF employee 318/538-2276

Mr. Noel Kinler LDWF employee 337/373-0032

Mr. Lance Campbell LDWF employee 337/373-0032

Mr. Larry McNease LDWF employee 318/538-2276
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SEPTEMBER 23, 1999

Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge 
Grand Chenier, Louisiana

L O U IS IA N A  A L L IG A T O R  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T IN G  A T T E N D E E S

NAME ORGANIZATION PHONE NUMBER

Phil Bowman Task Force 225/765-2806

Allan Ensminger Task Force 318/462-0762

Ted Joanen Task Force 318/598-3236

Johnny Price Task Force 318/774-3724

Kermit Coulon, Jr. Task Force 504/879-1517

Wayne Sagrera Task Force 318/893-7709

Susan Hawkins LDWF 225/765-2806

W. Guthrie Perry LDWF 318/538-2276

Robert Love LDWF 225/765-2812

Brandt Savoie LDWF 225/765-2811

Ruth M. Elsey LDWF- Rockefeller 318/538-2276

Noel Kinler LDWF - New Iberia 318/373-0032

Greg Lincsombe LDWF - New Iberia 318/373-0032

Lance Campbell LDWF - New Iberia 318/373-0032

Vem Wright LSU - School of Forestry/Wildlife 225/388-4219

Chris Pease USFWS- Sabine NWR 318/762-3816

Raywood Stelly Farmer 318/642-5548

Charles Pettefer Trapper 318/598-2574

Darrell “Fats” Dupont LFAAC 318/775-5124

Martin Walke Pelts & Skins Export 225/929-8530

Scott Rosteet Fina Oil & Chemical 318/569-4219
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L O U IS IA N A  A L L IG A T O R  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T IN G  A T T E N D E E S  (c o n tin u e d )

SEPTEMBER 23, 1999

Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge 
Grand Chenier, Louisiana

NAME ORGANIZATION PHONE NUMBER

Lloyd Triche Fina Oil & Chemical 504/879-3528

Mark Shirley LSU Ag Center 318/898-4335

Paul Yakupzak USFWS - Cameron Prairie NWR 318/598-2216 ext. 23

P a g e  8 o f 48



L O U IS IA N A  A L L IG A T O R  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T IN G  A T T E N D E E S

OCTOBER 21, 1999 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

NAME ORGANIZATION PHONE NUMBER

Philip Bowman Task Force 225/765-2806

Johnny Price Task Force 318/774-3724

Kermit Coulon Task Force 504/879-1517

Ted Joanen Task Force 318/598-3236

Zachary Casey Task Force 504/469-9553

Allan Ensminger Task Force 318/462-0762

Wayne Sagrera Task Force 318/893-7709

Charles Pettefer Trapper 318/598-2574

Martin Walke Pelts & Skins 225/929-8530

Mark Shirley La. Alligator Farmers & 
Ranchers Assoc.

318/898-4335

John Woodard Fina LaTerre 504/879-3528

Scott Rosteet Fina Oil & Chemical 318/569-2419

Mike Dunne The Advocate 225/388-0301

Ruth Elsey LDWF 318/538-2276

Lance Campbell LDWF 318/373-0032

Brandt Savoie LDWF 225/765-2811

Greg Linscombe LDWF 337/373-0032

Robert Love LDWF 225/765-2812

Noel Kinler LDWF 337/373-0032

Wynnette Kees LDWF 225/765-2862
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L O U IS IA N A  A L L IG A T O R  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T IN G  A T T E N D E E S

NOVEMBER 16,1999

Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge 
Grand Chenier, Louisiana

NAME ORGANIZATION PHONE NUMBER

Phillip Bowman La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 225/765-2806

Johnny Price Task Force 318/774-3724

Ted Joanen Task Force 318/593-3236

Kermit Coulon Task Force 504/879-1517

Zachary Casey Task Force Hm. 504/893-4204 
Wk. 504/469-9553

Wayne Sagrera Task Force 337/893-7709

Allan Ensminger Task Force 337/462-0762

George Melancon La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 337/491-2593

Clarence Berthelot Alligator Farmer 225/345-0720

Michael R. Ragusa Circle M. Ranch 504/345-5246

Christine Brewton FAAC Rep/Education 318/471-5561

Steele McAndrew Alligator Farmer 318/826-5631

Don Ashley Ashley Associates 850/893-6869

Pamela Ashley Ashley Associates 850/893-6869

Kevin Ashley Ashley Associates 850/893-6869

Guthrie Perry La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 337/538-2276

Greg Linscombe La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 337/373-0032

Robert Love La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 225/765-2812

Noel Kinler La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 337/373-0032

Brandt Savoie La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 225/765-2811
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L O U IS IA N A  A L L IG A T O R  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T IN G  A T T E N D E E S  (c o n tin u e d )

NOVEMBER 16, 1999

Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge 
Grand Chenier, Louisiana

NAME ORGANIZATION PHONE NUMBER

Raywood Stelly Alligator Farmer 337/642-5548

Ruth Elsey La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 337/538-2276

Jeb Linscombe La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 337/538-2276
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L O U IS IA N A  A L L IG A T O R  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T IN G  A T T E N D E E S

DECEMBER 15, 1999 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

NAME ORGANIZATION PHONE NUMBER

Philip Bowman Task Force 225/765-2806

Johnny Price Task Force 318/774-3724

Ted Joanen Task Force 318/598-3236

Kermit Coulon Task Force 504/879-1517

Zachary Casey Task Force 504/469-9553

Wayne Sagrera Task Force 337/893-7709

Allan Ensminger Task Force 318/462-0762

Darrell Dupont LFAAC 318/775-5124

Charles Pettefer Trapper & LFAAC 318/598-2574

Frank Ellender Landowner/F armer 504/853-3018

Murray Mayard Lando wner/F armer 337-893-3737

Martin Walke Pelts & Skins 225-929-8530

Noel Kinler LDWF 337/373-0032

Guthrie Perry LDWF 337/538-2276

Ruth Elsey LDWF 337/538-2276

Greg Linscombe LDWF 337/373-0032

Gerald Savoie Farmer 504/632-6605
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TH E FO LLO W IN G  CONSTITUTE M INUTES O F THE

ALLIGATOR TASK FORCE MEETINGS AND ARE NOT 

A VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

TAPES OF THE MEETINGS ARE KEPT AT THE

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
2000 QUAIL DRIVE 

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70808

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (225) 765-2806
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M IN U T E S  O F  T H E  M E E T IN G

OF THE

ALLIGATOR TASK FORCE 

Wednesday, August 4, 1999

Chairman Phil Bowman began the meeting informing the Task Force members of items in 
their packets, which included an agenda, list of members, draft of Standard Operating Procedures, 
a copy of HCR 153 and several calendars. He then asked for Introductions from each Task Force 
member. These included: Mr. Zachary Casey, an alligator farmer and dealer; Mr. Allan Ensminger, 
a representative of several landowners; Mr. Wayne Sagrera, a fanner, dealer and landowner; Mr. 
Johnny Price, a hunter; Mr. Ted Joanen, a wildlife consultant; Mr. Kermit Coulon, a corporate 
landowner. Others attending the meeting included: Mr. Martin Walke, a governmental affairs 
consultant working with Mr. Casey; Ms. Ruth Elsey, a Department employee at Rockefeller Wildlife 
Refuge; Mr. Phil Bowman, Assistant Secretary; and Ms. Susan Hawkins.

Chairman Bowman asked for Adoption of Agenda occur next. Mr. Sagrera made a motion 
to adopt the agenda. Mr. Joanen seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

Discussion and Adoption of Operating Procedures began with Chairman Bowman stating 
the Department has worked with other Task Force groups. He felt it would be beneficial to adopt 
a set of Standard Operating Procedures. Once adopted, Chairman Bowman wanted the Task Force 
to adhere to the Procedures. Mr. Casey thanked Chairman Bowman for his efforts in putting the 
Task Force together. He then explained the history of HCR 153. Mr. Casey assured everyone the 
Task Force was not intended to replace the Louisiana Fur & Alligator Council. The purpose of the 
Task Force was to identify the major issues affecting the well being of the alligator resource and 
industry, and to make recommendations to the Secretary of the Department. For the record, Mr. 
Casey had no objection to Mr. Bowman serving as Chairman. Chairman Bowman agreed that the 
Task Force should be as efficient and expeditious as possible. A preliminary report would be ready 
by September 30, but the Task Force may not be finished by then, stated the Chairman. Mr. Sagrera 
feels time is of the essence. But with the alligator season beginning September 1, Mr. Sagrera asked 
if the deadline of September 30 could be met. He felt the Task Force should not be in a hurry to 
come to a solution just to meet a deadline. Mr. Casey stated there are common sense people in the 
industry that know the problems and then create a solution to these problems to give the Secretary 
and copy the Natural Resources Committee. Mr. Coulon again stated he was representing about 10 
corporate landowners, and some issues that would be discussed, he would like to talk with the 
landowners before voting on a recommendation. Chairman Bowman asked if anyone had any 
suggested changes to the Operating Procedures. Hearing none, the Chairman noted the Operating 
Procedures was adopted by consensus.

According to the Resolution, Identification of Issues was broken into three areas: 1) is the 
17 percent return rate the appropriate rate for alligators to be released from the ranching and farming
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programs; 2) the Department’s alligator program - what is done, the cost of the program and what 
revenues are used to fund the program; and 3) efforts and activities of the Fur & Alligator Council 
as it relates to marketing. Chairman Bowman felt the second issue relative to the Department’s 
program would justify setting one day aside just for this topic. Also the 17 percent release could 
warrant a full day of discussion. On the Fur & Alligator Council marketing issue, Chairman 
Bowman suggested asking LSU staff to explain how to measure marketing benefits if they can be 
measured, what goes into measuring benefits and what type of program would be structured for this 
benefit. Mr. Ensminger suggested including information on CITES in the report to the Legislature 
since a great many of the legislators are not aware of its complexity. He then stated the 
Department’s staff knows more on CITES guidelines than any other state agency. Mr. Joanen 
requested talking about the quality of the 17 percent released alligators going back into the marsh. 
Mr. Ensminger stated he thought the quality of tags should be discussed. Several Task Force 
members stated the problem with the tags should be brought to the attention of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Mr. Casey reminded the members, the Task Force should be concerned with 
recommendations the Secretary has the authority to change. Mr. Joanen stated, if the problem with 
the tags does not come from the Secretary of the Department to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
it will never get changed. Mr. Casey felt everyone agreed already on the fact that there is a problem 
with the tags and there was no need for further discussion. Keeping up with tags is a nightmare, 
stated Mr. Ensminger. He suggested finding a quicker way of identifying tags, such as barcodes, 
would be a great help to the Department staff and dealers. Chairman Bowman stated the Task Force 
would restrict themselves to the three broad issues, but that does not mean other issues could not be 
discussed.

Sequencing of Issues was discussed next. Mr. Casey explained why he felt the return rate 
issue should be discussed first. Chairman Bowman stated the Department has a tremendous amount 
of data on the 17 percent release. He then asked if someone from outside the Department should 
attend the meeting? Mr. Joanen suggested staying with the people that have collected the data in the 
field and ask them to present their data. Mr. Casey stated he has developed a database on certain 
lands over the past 5 years on the 17 percent release and egg collection. He asked that he be allowed 
to make a slide presentation when discussing the return issue. Mr. Joanen asked that copies of the 
presentation be given to members of the Task Force prior to the meeting. Hearing no further 
discussion, Mr. Casey made a motion on the sequencing of issues as: 1) 17 percent release; 2) tag 
fee and 3) Fur & Alligator Council. Mr. Ensminger seconded the motion and it passed with no 
opposition.

Chairman Bowman asked for any Public Comments. Mr. Walke stated he liked the way the 
Operating Procedures were set up.

Chairman Bowman stated, on setting the Next Meeting Date staff will be busy issuing tags 
over the next several weeks. Also, work needs to be done to polish the information on the 17 percent 
release before making a presentation. Mr. Casey asked if any new data was available that has not 
been seen? Mr. Noel Kinler stated staff would need the last 2 weeks of August to issue tags and then 
the season would open on September 1. Mr. Sagrera stated he would hate to have to attend a 
meeting during the first 10 days of September. Then he commented he would be out of state starting 
September 27,1999. Mr. Joanen suggested holding the next meeting either mid or late September.
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Mr. Ensminger recommended Chairman Bowman write a letter to the Representative John Smith 
and the other Legislators giving them the general time frame for the Task Force. Mr. Casey 
suggested meeting on September 21 with the presentation materials sent out by September 14. 
Discussion then centered on meeting either at Rockefeller Refuge or the New Iberia Office. Mr. 
Sagrera stated the meeting on the return rate should be held at Rockefeller and the tag fee issue 
should be discussed in Baton Rouge. Chairman Bowman confirmed the next meeting date would 
be September 21.

Mr. Joanen asked who would be invited as speakers from the Department on the 17 percent? 
Chairman Bowman stated one staff member would present all sides of this issue. Mr. Casey 
requested some of Dr. Chabreck’s data be presented by Department staff to give as a reference point. 
Mr. Joanen stated Dr. Chabreck’s data had tremendous gaps in it since he did not look at alligators 
moving off the property. Mr. Casey asked that information on natural mortality be included in the 
presentation. At this time, the discussion centered on the 17 percent return and the fact that alligators 
are showing up on nests that were released into the wild. Mr. Casey stated one of his personal 
concerns was with over success and how he is seeing some of the returned alligators in bad shape.

Chairman Bowman asked that any information to be given to the Task Force members, 
should be sent to him for distribution. Mr. Sagrera again asked if a letter to Representative Smith 
would be sent informing him the time constraints were too short? Chairman Bowman answered yes. 
Mr. Price stated, from his prior experience on task forces, he knows some of these issues may take 
more than a day. Chairman Bowman expressed his appreciation to everyone for agreeing to serve 
on the Task Force. Mr. Joanen stated each member of the Task Force should alert his respective 
group of the upcoming discussions and when public comments could be made. Chairman Bowman 
agreed that each member has a way to contact their networks on the meetings. Mr. Casey requested 
that each Task Force member find out the opinion of their group and bring it to the Task Force.

Mr. Casey made a motion for Adjournment and it was seconded by Mr. Sagrera.

Philip E. Bowman

PEB:sch

P a g e  16 o f  48



M IN U T E S  O F  T H E  M E E T IN G

OF THE

ALLIGATOR TASK FORCE 

Thursday, September 23, 1999

Chairman Phil Bowman presiding.

Kermit Coulon 
Allan Ensminger 
Ted Joanen 
Johnny Price.
Wayne Sagrera

Mr. Zachary Casey was unable to attend the meeting.

There were no objections on the Adoption of the Agenda by the Task Force members.

Chairman Bowman called for a motion for approval of the August 4, 1999 Task Force 
Minutes. A motion for approval was made by Mr. Coulon and seconded by Mr. Joanen. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

Chairman Bowman began the meeting stating the main topic for discussion was the 17 
percent return rate. This issue is a complicated and detailed topic, and he hoped the discussions 
would be as non-technical as possible. There will be any number of options that could be chosen 
to ensure a sustainable population of alligators on the properties, stated Chairman Bowman.

Mr. Guthrie Perry began the Introduction of Alligator Program by stating the Department 
has been involved in alligator conservation for years. In 1918, the Department was given the 
authority to regulate the harvest of alligators; severance tax was first implemented in 1926; 1934, 
tagging was required for shipping out-of-state; in recent times the first experimental alligator season 
was implemented in 1972 in Cameron; and concern was expressed about put-backs in 1988 and 
1989. Last year’s harvest totaled 30,189 alligators. In 1999, there were 36,500 tags issued.

Mr. Noel Kinler gave a slide presentation on Nest Survey/Population Trend Overview and 
how this is used for tag quotas and harvest quotas. Nest surveys began in 1970. Intensity in the 
surveys have increased over the years flying north-south transect lines at 1.87 miles intervals. The 
observer is looking at all of the alligator nests within the 350 foot wide transect and the 
environmental conditions. The navigator uses a GPS to keep the pilot within the transect lines. The 
1999 survey included flying 9 days a total of 2,200 miles which equals to over 95,000 acres of 
habitat surveyed. Information collected included number of nests observed, parish, public or private 
ownership and then habitat type. Mr. Kinler explained the procedure used in calculating the nest
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density. In calculating the alligator tag quotas, the most recent 5 year nest density information is 
averaged together and then the staff reviews the harvest parameters. The alligator egg quotas are 
determined by combining the 5 year average nest density with the number of acres on a given piece 
of property, and use a figure of 35 eggs per nest. A chart on the alligator nest productions which has 
increased over the last 30 years was shown. Also, a chart on nest production in southwest Louisiana, 
southeast Louisiana and a total from 1984-1999 was shown. Charts depicting nest production in 
southwest and southeast Louisiana showing the public lands, private lands and a total for the 1984- 
1999 years were discussed.

Questions asked after the presentation included: if there has been an increase in the number 
of flights over the last few years and what was the total average nest production.

A Summary of Farm Release Program was given by Dr. Ruth Elsey. The alligator 
program began at Rockefeller Refuge and this led to the management program currently used. In 
1969, a paper was published which showed that alligators have a very high natural mortality if left 
in the wild. It was also discovered that alligators could be raised in captivity with good success. The 
process of releasing the alligators includes placing a tag on an alligator, measuring the animal and 
putting a notch on the tail. The alligators are released by airboat into appropriate juvenile habitat 
in the marsh. A chart on the number of alligators released between 1986 and 1998 was shown. A 
farmer has two years from the time he collects an egg until it is released into the wild. Dr. Elsey then 
reviewed several studies done in South Carolina and Florida on survival of alligators in the wild. 
The Department also conducted a study on survival of farm-released alligators by collecting 1,000 
alligators at night. Growth analysis showed that male alligators grow faster than females and had 
to be separated during the study. The small alligators were about the same size when comparing the 
farm-released with the wild, but the other size class alligators showed the farm-released grew faster 
than the wild. The staff also looked at ways to assess survival. These included having a long-term 
study in large study areas, using year-specific tail notches, and a large quantity of released alligators. 
Estimated alligator survival in the wild is about 44 percent and the other 56 percent will die from 
natural mortality. The study area began with three land companies in the coastal parishes, Miami, 
Vermilion and Amoco and comprised about 408,000 acres. Results of the alligator survival from 
these study areas were then discussed. It was noted that survival may be higher than what was 
actually shown during the presentation. The optimum temperature for incubating the alligators is 
89 degrees. Also there is the problem of releasing more females but yet only re-trapping mainly 
males. Dr. Elsey then gave size re-trap information from alligators taken in September 1997. Then 
she discussed alligator natural mortality and noted the biggest factor for mortality is cannibalism. 
Results of a study on cannibalism showed 1 percent of farm-released and 0.7 percent of the wild 
alligators were cannibalized. Another method used for tracking alligators was through telemetry. 
A problem that is occurring with the studying of alligators is migration and that is why a statewide 
study is better than just selecting one certain area. Ways to improve survival included releasing the 
alligators into the proper habitat, spreading them out over the entire land area, releasing during the 
warm months, not releasing hatchlings, and making sure there is permanent wetlands. The 
Department’s data indicates growth rates for farm-released are exceeding wild alligators; wild 
alligators may be more advanced in their feeding habits; there was no difference in stress hormone 
levels between the two groups; the farm-released alligators are nesting in the wild and the coastal 
population is still increasing. Ongoing research projects are trying to answer questions such as: what
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is the best size to release; what is the best sex ratio to release; what is the best season to release and 
what is the proper quantity that should be released on any given day.

Questions for this presentation were: can an estimate of the total population be separated 
between farm-released and wild populations; and can the larger alligators be distinguished between 
farm-released and wild when the tags are missing. Mr. Sagrera feels the new tags will last longer 
on the alligators. Mr. Joanen stated the tags from alligators taken in brackish marsh were very thin 
and eroded quite a bit. He then suggested buying good tags that will withstand brackish waters.

Size Class Frequency Distribution (SCFD) Models/Calculation of Harvest Rates was 
presented by Mr. Noel Kinler. There have been several attempts at modeling alligator populations. 
In order to make a model, you have to make some assumptions about components and utilize that 
as the best information that is currently available. For this presentation, this model was drawn from 
several sources such as the Taylor and Neal model, reproductive data from research on Marsh Island, 
and hatching rate information from Rockefeller. The model’s nesting rate is a proportion of adult 
sized alligators that are nesting in a given year. A sex ratio of 50:50 was also used in creating the 
model. Alligators greater than or equal to 7 feet in size were harvested according to proportion. But 
those alligators 3 to 6 feet were not harvested in proportion to their existence in population, but the 
observations made during night counts would give the best relationship information between the 3 
and 6 foot size classes. When all of this information is compiled you have the Alligator Population 
Survival Model beginning with the hatchling class all the way to the adult segment. An example for 
this model was explained by Mr. Kinler. Once you figure the nest multiplier, you can determine the 
estimated alligator population numbers. Utilizing this procedure, an estimated 2.1 million alligators 
occur coastwide, which Mr. Kinler stated was significantly different from some of the other 
estimates available. Next, it was explained how the total number of alligators is used to calculate 
harvest rate. First the size class frequency distribution of the hide lengths is converted to the number 
of alligators harvested in each size class. A calculation of the sex specific harvest ratio was 
discussed. The three models comparing the harvest ratios for both males and females were graphed 
and explained.

Questions posed included: what kind of variance is given with younger females nesting but 
have no eggs. Mr. Joanen stated he first studied nesting rates in 1964 for a 7 year period and the 
captive wild alligators had a nesting rate of approximately 48 percent. Another study in pens 
conducted from 1970 through 1975 resulted in as much as a 50 percent nesting rate. Nutria fed 
animals had nesting rates of about 62 percent, but fish fed alligators only had a 26.8 percent nesting 
rate. He felt from research he has done, nothing would indicate females would nest at a 25 percent 
rate. Selecting July as the month to observe nesting is a mistake and this may be the reason for only 
a 25 percent nesting rate. Mr. Kinler stated the alligator harvest on Marsh Island is unlike the 
statewide season. There have been 1,500 adult females collected now and the average still does not 
deviate much from the 25 percent that was calculated. An attempt was made to equitably distribute 
the harvest made on Salvador and from the 600 collected, the nesting rate is about 21 percent. Mr. 
Joanen stated the July harvest rate of 25 percent is about the same as seen in the September harvest 
rate and this tells him there is not a good cross section of adult females. He added this study should 
be done in the spring rather than the summer months. Telemetry studies indicated the collars affects 
the alligators, stated Mr. Joanen. He felt a fallacy was showing up in the models and stated he hoped
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these models were not being used in calculating tag allotments. He suggested looking at the times 
the data was collected, the courting groups and find out the sex ratios then as compared to the month 
of July. Mr. Kinler felt the model being used gives a much more realistic picture of potential harvest 
rates. Another question posed was, with most of the study done on Marsh Island, how does this 
marsh compare with the marsh in southwest Louisiana?

Recent Survival Analysis began with Dr. Ruth Elsey showing the number of males released 
in 1991 that were expected to be retrapped and comparing it with those that were retrapped. Then 
she showed a chart on the number of females expected to be retrapped and those actually retrapped. 
A graph on both males and females was then shown. Then data was collected on alligators released 
in subsequent years and a graph of these results was shown. The number of retraps seems to be 
steadily increasing.

Mr. Sagrera asked how much of the graph was skewed by targeting the male harvest? Dr. 
Elsey stated they are trying to correct for that. Another question posed was, are the alligators from 
the study areas and does “expected” mean the calculation based on population of wild alligators 
versus the population of farm-released?

Reconvening from lunch, Chairman Bowman thanked the Fur & Alligator Council for 
providing lunch. The next phase of the meeting would be the Alligator Task Force - Questions, 
Presentations & Discussions. Chairman Bowman stated models are a very important tool that can 
be used and the assumptions made could change the expected outcome. Besides looking at the return 
rate, a number of other factors may need to be considered. The meeting was then opened for 
discussion.

Mr. Darrell Dupont stated the Board of Directors of the Louisiana Alligator Hunters 
Association met and unanimously voted to reduce the return rate since the population has increased 
so well. Mr. Joanen asked Dr. Elsey what does the data suggest? Dr. Elsey stated the data is very 
positive and could consider a trial reduction by 10 percent of the return rate or 15.3 percent at the 
48" size. Mr. Dupont asked if a 12 or 13 percent rate could not be considered and still be safe? Mr. 
Sagrera stated he would like to see the return rate be decreased to 10 or 12 percent. Mr. Joanen 
stated you do not want to overharvest the 7 foot size class. The alligator population in the State of 
Louisiana is alive and well with there being a good population, the alligators are being harvested in 
a short period of time and there is an increase in the number of nests, commented Mr. Joanen. He 
then suggested seeing a reduction in the return rate to 14 percent for a 3 or 4 year period and then 
be very conservative on the bonus tag issue. Chairman Bowman agreed with Mr. Joanen on there 
being a long term increase in the number of nests in Louisiana and there is an increase in the alligator 
population. He then stated everyone would have to be very deliberate in what they do when 
harvesting the alligators in the 4 to 6 foot class. The Chairman suggested, if the Task Force agreed 
on a reduction in the return rate it be a step wise incremental reduction with a very stringent and rigid 
monitoring program implemented. Mr. Joanen stated the farmers were not collecting 100 percent 
of the eggs from their lands and this was reason enough to reduce the return rate. He then requested 
staff look at the egg collection rate by the farmers, how significant the missed eggs are and at what 
levels, and how this affects the recruitment into the larger size classes. Chairman Bowman stated 
the theory of the egg collecting permit is to collect 100 percent, but realizes that 100 percent of the
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nests will not be found. However, he then noted the percentage of eggs missed is shrinking due to 
the use of GPS and GIS mapping techniques. Mr. Kinler stated the return rate is designed to replace 
recruitment taken from the population. Mr. Charlie Pettefer commented the return rate can be 
reduced, but the quality of the alligators needed to be looked at and improved. Chairman Bowman 
stated, after the last meeting, there may be some research needs the Department should concentrate 
on that the Task Force could recommend. Mr. Joanen felt the data was available now to make a 
management decision to proceed with caution in reducing the 17 percent return rate. Mr. Sagrera 
asked how does Louisiana’s return rate compare to other successful programs throughout the world? 
Mr. Joanen answered no other country has a return rate, they do not hunt adult populations.

Discussion ventured to the possibility of having several return rates in different areas 
throughout the state and Dr. Elsey and Chairman Bowman agreed this would not work. It was 
suggested that the rates should be reduced by a number larger than 10 percent for a 5-year period and 
then see what the affects may be. Mr. Joanen stated this concept could not work because alligators 
do not reach sexual maturity in one year, it takes them 10 years to reach sexual maturity. Mr. 
Sagrera stated a figure should be compromised because the results will not be known for another 8 
to 10 years. Mr. Joanen added to compromise, but error on the side of the resource. Again the 
discussion centered on quality of alligators being released. Mr. Sagrera felt a critical issue was the 
need to return the alligators in good physical condition rather than quality. Chairman Bowman 
stated a discussion at the next meeting on the Department’s program, the cost of the program, the 
tag fee and tag fee collections would occur.

Mr. Coulon asked Mr. Joanen if he suggested a return rate of 15 percent? Mr. Joanen 
answered, he wanted 14 percent at 4 foot, good quality alligators and still use the sliding scale. He 
then added there is a need for a study set up to document what the Department does. Mr. Price 
asked, with an increase in the wild population, would there have been an increase in the tag overall 
allotments? Chairman Bowman stated there were a number of factors that contributed to an increase 
in the tag allotment to the wild hunters this year. These included: the bonus tags, a good nesting year 
and a new vegetative type map was used. Mr. Sagrera stated he was asked why were the bonus tags 
used in the 4 and 5 foot class when there is an abundance already there. Mr. Joanen added farm 
released alligator skins are better and wider than wild alligators. Mr. Sagrera stated, in representing 
most of the farmers, they would compromise with a 12 percent return rate.

Chairman Bowman asked if there was a consensus among members if there was room in the 
current population to reduce the return rate on farm alligators? All Task Force members agreed there 
was room to reduce the return rate. Discussion centered around whether the 10 percent bonus tags 
should be kept or not before deciding on the return rate. Mr. Sagrera stated he has no one he deals 
with in favor of the bonus tags. Mr. Dupont felt a 10 percent across the board increase would not 
hurt anything. Mr. Joanen asked what was the increase in tag allotment before the bonus tags? 
Chairman Bowman stated it was 6.7 percent. Mr. Joanen questioned whether the bonus tags were 
needed. A question was asked on where did the bonus tag come from? Mr. Kinler stated the bonus 
tags were designed to target a certain portion of the population and not impact the recruitment into 
the 6,7 and 8 foot size classes. Mr. Coulon stated the bonus tag concept was a good idea, but its one 
that could not be guaranteed each year. Mr. Martin Walke asked if the egg collection numbers for
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two previous years could be analyzed to determine if there could be a bonus tag allotment or not?

Chairman Bowman then asked if Task Force members would recommend a slot harvest? Mr. 
Price stated for those people that have only a few tags, the lines would have to be cut on those 
alligators that do not fall in that slot. He added that the 10 percent bonus tags would work. Mr. 
Coulon felt the slot harvest could be an enforcement problem. Mr. Pettefer stated a slot system 
would not work without wasting some alligators. Chairman Bowman then acknowledged the Task 
Force agreed there would be no size regulated harvest.

Then the Chairman asked if the members wanted to consider a fixed return rate or a variable 
return rate. Dr. Elsey stated the variable return rate would be almost impossible to implement. Mr. 
Sagrera did not like the variable rate either and suggested starting with one figure and then re
evaluate it 3 to 5 years down the road. Chairman Bowman stated the Task Force members agreed 
to not have a variable return rate, but have a fixed rate until it is changed at some point in the future.

Finally, the Chairman asked what should the return rate be? Mr. Coulon and Mr. Price 
suggested 14 percent. Mr. Joanen agreed adding the Department should design a good monitoring 
program. Mr. Price asked how long would this reduced rate be in effect for? Dr. Elsey and Mr. 
Kinler recommended a minimum of 5 years. A question posed was, will there be a mechanism in 
place if the 14 percent rate does not work to where the farmers could increase the rate to 20 percent 
for the 5 years? Chairman Bowman stated this recommendation would be presented to the Fur & 
Alligator Council, and then eventually the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission would have to change 
the regulation. Mr. Joanen stated the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has the final word on alligators 
based on a report the Department files. If a report is filed showing a declining population, Louisiana 
could lose export authority and the United States is not set up to consume 200,000 American 
alligator skins. Mr. Walke stated the Department and Commission will be the ones to regulate the 
populations and the rate of returns along with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Mr. Kinler 
explained the research studies that will be continuing even if a part of the program is changed. Mr. 
Ensminger agreed with the 14 percent return rate. Chairman Bowman then asked if the Task Force 
recommended reducing the return rate from 17 percent to 14 percent and still use the sliding scale? 
All members agreed. Chairman Bowman then suggested beginning this reduced rate with next 
year’s contracts, and all members again agreed.

Even though Mr. Casey was not able to attend the meeting. Chairman Bowman requested 
a chance for Mr. Casey the opportunity to make a presentation at the next meeting. Mr. Sagrera 
asked that the Task Force members be notified when this presentation will be made to the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission. Mr. Kinler reiterated that it will take an extended period of time to 
determine if this change causes an impact or not. Mr. Savoie added that several people are thinking 
it will take 5 years for data to possibly change, but that 5 years will not start until the first time the 
14 percent return rate is used which is 2 years from now. Mr. Sagrera stated it will be 10 to 12 years 
before data is available. Mr. Joanen stated the survey, number of nests, size class and harvest and 
hunter success will determine if the right decision has been made.

Chairman Bowman extended his appreciation to Mr. Kinler, Dr. Elsey and Mr. Lance 
Campbell for all the time spent in preparing for the presentation and meeting. Mr. Yakupzack asked
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if there is any data to support a rumor that the number of nuisance alligator complaints has greatly 
increased? Chairman Bowman answered yes, there is an annual number of complaints recorded 
every year.

Chairman Bowman then asked if there were any additional Comments. Mr. Kinler asked 
if discussion would then turn to the issue of quality of the returns? Mr. Joanen stated he would 
rather postpone discussing the quality issue until some data is available. Mr. Coulon stated he would 
like to discuss the quality issue. Mr. Joanen stated if there is a quality problem, then a solution was 
needed. Mr. Coulon agreed to wait for the data. Mr. Kinler asked the Task Force members if they 
would consider starting the sliding scale at 42 inches rather than 36 inches as a means to increase 
alligator survivability. Mr. Sagrera felt it was not the Department’s job to regulate quality, but the 
landowners responsibility. Chairman Bowman stated the Department’s interest is the survivability 
of the alligator, placed back in juvenile habitat, the normal distribution of the sex of the alligator and 
the distribution of the alligator back on the property. Mr. Joanen disagreed stating the Department 
should try to solve the problem by giving the landowner something to fall back on and have the 
Department support him. Dr. Elsey agreed with Mr. Ensminger when he stated if he does not get 
good quality alligators, he will find another egg collector. Chairman Bowman stated the Department 
will probably become more active in looking at the releasing of the alligators.

The Next Meeting Date will be to discuss the tag fee and have the Department develop a 
presentation on the current alligator program and possible deficiencies, stated Chairman Bowman. 
Also, the fiscal staff will discuss about revenues and the cost to operate and maintain the program. 
Mr. Joanen asked for a copy of a few years working budgets for this discussion. Chairman Bowman 
then requested the meeting occur in the Baton Rouge office on Thursday, October 21 beginning at 
10:00 AM. Everyone agreed.

Mr. Ensminger made a motion for Adjournment and it was seconded by Mr. Joanen.

Philip E. Bowman

PEB:sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE

ALLIGATOR TASK FORCE 

Thursday, October 21, 1999

Chairman Phil Bowman presiding.

Zachary Casey 
Kermit Coulon 
Allan Ensminger 
Ted Joanen 
Johnny Price 
Wayne Sagrera

Chairman Bowman asked if there were any suggestions to amend the Agenda. Mr. Casey 
stated he could not read the salary information sent as a fax and it did not contain the actual dollars 
being spent. He asked that this item be tabled until he could get more information, have a discussion 
with his accountants and try to relate the amount of money spent on salaries with an industry 
standard. He also wanted to compare these salaries with other state governments, other state 
agencies and other divisions within the Department. Chairman Bowman suggested discussing the 
information presented and possibly coming back to it at another meeting. Mr. Casey stated he 
wanted to make sure the issue would be on the next agenda. Chairman Bowman stated the primary 
discussion for the meeting was the program expenditures and some of this would have to be 
discussed. He then added that this issue could be addressed again. Hearing no further discussion, 
the Chairman stated the agenda was adopted by a consensus of the Task Force.

Chairman Bowman called for a motion for approval of the September 23,1999 Task Force 
Minutes. Mr. Sagrera stated he had a change on page 5 with the statement “Mr. Sagrera stated he 
has no one he deals with in favor of the bonus tags.” He stated he was not against bonus tags nor 
were the people he deals with, they were just trying to understand why 4 and 5 foot alligators were 
being targeted when there is already an overproduction worldwide. Chairman Bowman stated Mr. 
Sagrera’s change would be made. He then asked if there was any objection to adopting the minutes 
with Mr. Sagrera’s correction? Hearing none, the minutes were approved.

Chairman Bowman then asked Mr. Casey if he was ready to make his presentation on the 
17% Return Rate issue since he was unable to attend the September meeting. After Mr. Casey’s 
presentation, additional information on the 17% return rate would be given by Mr. Ted Joanen. Mr. 
Casey began making a motion that the Task Force withhold any recommendations or positions of 
any kind until all of the business is finished. Mr. Coulon stated he did not understand why this 
would be wanted since all of the recommendations could be reviewed at the last meeting. Mr. 
Joanen agreed with Mr. Coulon and stated that as discussions are being held, everyone has an idea
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of how each feels. He added that the Task Force could vote at the last meeting on whether they 
agree to the issues. Mr. Casey stated that all three issues are interrelated and this could lead to 
possibly reversing our recommendations to the Secretary. Chairman Bowman stated no 
recommendations made at each meeting are given to the Secretary. All recommendations will be 
combined into a final report and then given to the Secretary, the Fur & Alligator Council, and the 
House and Senate Natural Resources Committee. The members of the Task Force will be given an 
opportunity to vote on the final report at the last meeting. He added that the 17% return issue was 
viewed more as a biological issue rather than an economic issue. Mr. Casey then amended his 
motion to withhold making a formal decision to be included in the final report until that report is 
ready to be written. Mr. Sagrera seconded the motion noting that some issues do have bearings on 
the other issues. Mr. Casey asked if the Task Force has not decided that the return rate should be 
14%? Chairman Bowman stated it was a consensus of the Task Force that is what the return rate 
should be and it was based on biological information that was presented. No firm recommendation 
would go out to anyone until the final report is prepared. Mr. Casey asked if the Task Force could 
amend the return rate when the final report is being prepared? The Chairman answered that the 
adopted procedures will allow modifying or altering a recommendation. Mr. Casey then withdrew 
his motion.

Mr. Casey began his presentation stating the return rate should be characterized as a public 
policy issue of how the resource is being handled. He perceives the alligator as the most valuable 
inshore fishery. A handout was given showing the value and expense’s farmers are facing. The 
chart shows Pelts and Skins has incrementally increased the size of the alligators returned as well 
as numbers over the last 3 years. The associated costs for returning alligators to the marsh amounted 
to $1.4 million over a three year period. The next figure showed the amount of money farms could 
generate if an alligator was not released. Mr. Casey stated there is a $1.6 million differential 
between costs and value if an alligator could have been sold rather than put back into the marsh. 
Then he turned to the GPS reports mailed to the Task Force members and stated he was concerned 
with the data the reports were showing. On his properties, he is seeing a 95% success rate on egg 
collection. The trends for southeast Louisiana showed 1998 was a bad year because of drought and 
the numbers of nest counts. The results show there are a lot more nesting efforts with a higher 
number of nests with no eggs or infertile eggs in them. South Central Louisiana has the same trends 
with nest counts increasing incrementally, and effort going up dramatically. He then posed the 
questions, “when is that number enough” or “when have we put enough alligators back in the 
marsh”? Mr. Casey asked why was the change in the return rate discussed at the last meeting not 
going into effect until the year 2002 when there is no statutory requirement that requires waiting? 
He was concerned that some of the false nests were due to females being run off their nests, and 
hormone levels increasing due to stress and the eggs being reabsorbed. Mr. Casey felt the landowner 
would benefit from reducing the return rate, the population would not be harmed and would be better 
managed, and nothing was preventing corrective actions from occurring if needed. The reason for 
not wanting to make a recommendation on the return rate was so tag fee discussions could be held 
to see if an increase in staff for night surveys, physical counts or on the spot monitoring would be 
needed. Mr. Charlie Pettefer suggested making sure everyone knows what is in the marsh before 
cuts are made. Mr. Casey stated good stewards take care of their resources they are in charge of. 
He again suggested spending some of the money on monitoring what is being done. Chairman 
Bowman stated these issues would be looked at and discussed later on in the meeting.
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Continuing on with his presentation, Mr. Casey felt the issue of a case by case basis return 
rate should be revisited. The Department needs the option to say to a landowner whether they do 
not have enough alligators in the marsh or they have too many. The landowner, through its 
contracts, has the ability to control his own destiny. The Department needs to be responsive to the 
landowners and his needs. Not only should the two year waiting period should be revisited, but also 
the issue of the federal governments “no detriment of finding”. There is no reason to wait from a 
federal point of view, statutory point of view and a landowners rights point of view. Mr. Coulon 
asked Mr. Casey if the 1999 returns were from eggs collected in 1997 and was it a two year cycle 
he was working from? Mr. Casey stated yes. Mr. Coulon then asked if the farmed alligators were 
being sold for $31.27 per foot? Mr. Casey again answered yes. Mr. Johnnie Price asked Mr. Casey 
what he felt the return rate should be? Mr. Casey answered it should be a minimum of 10% and then 
more closely monitor the program. This 10% is also what the farmers want. The biggest problem 
facing the farm alligators industry is supply, there are between 300,000 to 320,000 eggs that are 
commercially viable for harvest. Mr. Price asked if the egg counts stays about the same each year? 
Mr. Casey stated the egg count has increased, but now the increase was tapering off and he was 
seeing large quantities of false nests that were not seen before. Chairman Bowman reminded the 
members that any change in the return rate would take 7 to 10 years to see the impact. Mr. Casey 
again stated there was a need for action and verification. Mr. Coulon asked Mr. Casey if the bonus 
tags could result in targeting a specific group of alligators like putting a similar group onto the 
market? Mr. Casey stated he could not control the quality of the wild alligators. Those alligators 
harvested from the wild are either damaged or poorly harvested. A discussion was held between Mr. 
Coulon and Mr. Casey on whether their should be a reduction in the return rate or increase the tags. 
Chairman Bowman stated the biology says you can harvest “x” number of alligators and still sustain 
the population. But if you harvest them as an egg for a farm or from the wild is not just an economic 
issue, it becomes a social and cultural issue. Mr. Casey stated he nor any other farmer ever 
advocated eliminating the wild hunt or reduce the number of tags. Mr. Sagrera stated no one wants 
to affect the trapper. Mr. Noel Kinler stated the southeastern portion of the State was being 
influenced by the Caernarvon Freshwater Diversion and this showed an expanding alligator 
population. He then stated the data did not indicate an overpopulation of alligators, but a good 
population. Alligators are needed to be put back into the wild to provide recruitment for 5,10,15 
or 20 years down the road. Harvest statistics are consistent, commented Mr. Kinler. Again he 
commented there is good, quality alligator population, and there is nothing that indicates an 
overabundance that affects production. Mr. Casey stated the chart of west Louisiana is the only chart 
that shows the actual fertile nests counts went down. He then commented he has seen the carcass 
weight decline 10 percent in the last 5 years. Mr. Pettefer stated to Mr. Casey he was not seeing the 
number of alligators in the wild that his numbers indicated. He added, to lower the percentage on 
the return would be dangerous.

Mr. Ted Joanen began his discussion on the 17% Return Rate, stating he had the 
opportunity to review analysis of the return rate from the last meeting. To him, the information 
stated the return rate should have been 19%. The 17% return rate was biologically acceptable and 
economically feasible, according to Mr. Joanen. The data from Marsh Island created some problems 
for Mr. Joanen. He asked Mr. Kinler if he felt the return rate should have been higher than 17%? 
Mr. Kinler stated staff discussed the concept of increasing the return rate, but it never materialized 
as a formal recommendation. Mr. Joanen stated the reason he rejected the concept was due to
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problems he had and saw with the model produced from the Marsh Island harvest. He then asked 
Mr. Kinler if he would oppose reducing the return rate to 14% as proposed at the last Task Force 
meeting? Chairman Bowman stated members of the staff may have different opinions whether 
higher or lower. Mr. Casey asked that Mr. Kinler be allowed to give his opinion. Mr. Kinler stated 
staff has had numerous discussions and prepared a variety of tables, charts and graphs in conducting 
the analysis. His recommendation has always acted to make decisions in favor of the resources. The 
important things to look at now is the limited data set, releasing a large number of alligators and not 
seeing these alligators until they reach wild harvestable size which hinders the data collection to 
make accurate survival calculations. The bulk of the analysis has come from 3 land companies in 
southwest Louisiana, whereas there has only been limited data from southeast Louisiana. His 
opinion is to be very cautious about reducing the rate based on the current information available at 
this time. Mr. Casey asked Mr. Kinler if he was against the 14% recommendation? Chairman 
Bowman stepped in and stated he would not allow a staff member to be put on the spot. Mr. Joanen 
then asked about the Figures 3 through 7 and were the expected recaptures based on the 19% return 
rate instead of the 17%. He then felt Mr. Kinler chose to use the 19% return to make the charts 
instead of using the 17% rate the Department was using. Mr. Joanen felt there were big holes with 
the 1991 Marsh Island data. Chairman Bowman felt there was differences in professional opinions. 
But Mr. Ensminger stated there was differences in numbers and not professional opinions. Mr. 
Casey asked if the return ratio was increased, would the survival percentage into the adult class 
would remain the same? Mr. Joanen stated if you go to an area that has very few adult size classes 
and put out alligators, you would have a higher survival rate. Mr. Casey asked if there was still 
belief in the study that resulted in the alligator population would double every 8 years and is the 
State prepared to handle twice as many alligators in 8 years as there are now. Mr. Kinler stated 
graphs are showing the nest densities in southwest Louisiana seem to be tapering off, and continuing 
to some extent in southeast Louisiana. Mr. Joanen stated he did not see an alligator behaving 
differently in southeastern portion of Louisiana versus the southwestern portion. Mr. Coulon stated 
the alligator in southeast Louisiana is different from a southwest alligator, from a habitat standpoint, 
and public access. Mr. Joanen stated the biology of the animal is the same. Chairman Bowman 
stated a lot of nutrients are being restored to the marsh from diversion projects in southeast Louisiana 
and asked if the nutrients are contributing to different reactions by the alligators? Mr. Joanen stated 
the diversion projects are the best thing that has ever happened to southeast Louisiana.

Chairman Bowman then asked about scheduling the Next Meeting Date and hoped it would 
be the last issue meeting, and then develop a final report ready for the week of December 6, 1999. 
Mr. Casey asked if several members could meet with the staff and write the report. Mr. Joanen 
stated it might be good to get input as the report is being generated. Mr. Ensminger suggested 
meeting on November 17. Chairman Bowman stated it may be better to have it in Baton Rouge. 
Mr. Joanen requested having the meeting at Rockefeller. Mr. Ensminger stated, if the meeting would 
be held at Rockefeller, he would have to meet on the 16th. Mr. Sagrera liked having the meeting on 
November 16 at Rockefeller. The Chairman noted the next meeting would be held on November 
16 at Rockefeller Refuge beginning at 10 AM. Topics will include the marketing effort relative to 
the alligator industry and the use of the Alligator Resource Funds for this effort.

Reconvening from lunch, Chairman Bowman advised Mr. Casey the information on salaries 
charged to the Alligator Resource Fund would only include the GS level and salary range. The next
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topic would be Program Income and Expenditures and would be more of a general discussion. 
Included in the packets was revenue collections by the Fur & Alligator Public Education & 
Marketing Fund and the Alligator Resource Fund. Mr. Bowman pointed out the actual expenditures 
figure for the Alligator Resource Fund and the amount of money carried forward from the fund. Mr. 
Joanen asked was the $123,000 royalties on land figure for 1998-99 the green label fee? The amount 
of money carried forward each year indicates there is a surplus in the Fund at the present time. Mr. 
Casey commented that the word “surplus" means cash in the bank. Chairman Bowman showed an 
overhead on the budgeted and actual expenditures for the alligator program for fiscal years 1996-97 
through 1999-2000. Not all of the money budgeted each year is spent due to not filling vacancies 
or the difficulty in finding people that wants that particular job. An overhead of the 1998-99 fiscal 
year shows how the money was spent in salaries, travel, operating services, supplies, acquisitions, 
major repairs and other charges which are contracts. Salaries and acquisitions will remain fairly 
constant percentages. Mr. Casey asked to see what percent of the budget was for salaries for 1993 
to current? Chairman Bowman stated it would be within a 2 to 3% range of 46%. Mr. Brandt 
Savoie stated salary percentages will fall between 40 and 48%. He added that this percentage would 
go up in years when there were not as many contracts. Mr. Casey asked if the actual expenditures 
for 1993 was about $300,000. Chairman Bowman stated actual expenditures for 1993-94 was 
$580,000. Mr. Casey stated the budget was growing faster than the alligator program and industry 
has been growing. Then he asked if the $700,000 collected thus far would allow the program to 
continue for another 2 3/4 years if no tag fees were collected? Chairman Bowman answered 
probably only 2 years. Mr. Casey then stated the Department has the authority to regulate the tag 
fee up to $5 and could lower the tag fee to $0 and operate the program at the same level for about
2 years? Mr. Coulon stated this could work if no eggs were picked up and did not have any returns
3 or 4 years down the road. Mr. Casey stated he was not suggesting a $0 tag fee because the industry 
does need to pay for its regulations. The Department does have a surplus for this program and could 
stop collecting tag fees and start again in 2 years and not have an interruption in the level of services. 
Chairman Bowman added that the Department expects to spend $1.3 million this year. Mr. Casey 
made a motion to lower the tag fee to $2. Mr. Sagrera asked what is the major factor in the 1/3 
increase in expenditures for this year? Chairman Bowman stated the actual expenditures may be 
lower than the budgeted; also the Fur & Alligator Council voted to provide $100,000 to the 
Enforcement Division and then voted to increase the marketing projects to $400,000. Chairman 
Bowman stated not everyone that works on alligators is listed on the handout, but everyone that is 
funded from Alligator Resource Fund for salaries is listed on the sheet. The only column for the 
Alligator Resource Fund was coded 6440 and each location of work was fisted, stated the Chairman. 
Mr. Ensminger asked if the monies going to Enforcement would ever be shown? Mr. Casey stated 
he was concerned that the budget has gone up 200% over a 6 year period. Mr. Coulon commented 
he did not see the budget decreasing if the suggestion of monitoring the program was fulfilled. Also 
he suggested getting the surplus to $2 million and draw the interest to offset expenses and this may 
could result in a $0 tag fee. Mr. Joanen asked Mrs. Wynnette Kees to explain the numbers from 
fiscal year 1998-99 Alligator Resource Fund. Mr. Casey agreed with Mr. Coulon in having an 
interest generating surplus, but asked do we need a 1 year surplus or a 2 year surplus. Chairman 
Bowman proposed using Rockefeller as a template where a certain portion of the funds goes into a 
trust fund. Mr. Casey stated the decision now to make is whether to have a 1 year, 18 month or 2 
year surplus and then adjust the tag fee accordingly. Mr. Joanen felt there was a $300,000 surplus 
generated every year and he would like to see this surplus dropped to a 1 year surplus. The law
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specifically spells out how the surplus would be handled; first the Department would be taken care 
of in its operations of the program through the Fur & Alligator Council for marketing education and 
then to Enforcement Division. Instead of cutting the tag fee, Mr. Joanen would like to see the 
surplus do something for the industry, such as bar coding tags. Then he stated he might consider 
cutting the tag fee if that decrease would come down to the producer. But he did not like the concept 
of cutting the tag fee by $1 because it would not make or break anyone. The money should be 
generated to use in marketing, doing something to improve the industry or for research purposes, 
stated Mr. Joanen. Mr. Sagrera agreed with the concept 100%, and added that the farmers voice has 
not been heard in where the money should be spent. Mr. Casey again stated the budget has grown 
and the expenditures has grown to four times what it was when the tag fees were passed, but the 
level of services from the Department has not increased four times. The tag fee was suppose to be 
flexible, but Mr. Casey sees it as only flexing in one direction. Discussion was held on the tag fees 
and who would profit if the tag fee was reduced among Task Force members. Mr. Joanen stated he 
can not see the program operating for less than $4 with the responsibilities the industry has taken on 
and the research that is needed to stay leading the world. He recommended leaving the $4 tag fee 
in place with the surplus going to the Fur & Alligator Council for projects and contributions to the 
Enforcement program. Chairman Bowman stated it cost a lot more to do the same work today 
compared to what it cost 5 or 10 years ago, but yet the tag fee has not increased. Mr. Sagrera asked 
for the fanners to be given some type of relief. Mr. Coulon stated, if you look at the numbers, the 
industry does not have to sweat whether the budget will be cut every year, the money is there. Mr. 
Casey stated the tag fee was never authorized for the Government to build a surplus. The producer 
is paying. Mr. Martin Walke stated the consensus of the Task Force was to reduce the return rate 
and this will allow for more alligators to be exported and more tag fee revenue. The tag fee can be 
decreased and still not affect revenue or the program.

Chairman Bowman felt this was the right time in the discussion to discuss Program 
Activities (Current and Proposed). Mr. Brandt Savoie then went through the program description 
given to the members in their packets. Descriptions of portions of the program the staff is working 
on now included the Wild Program, the Farm Program, and the Nuisance Alligator Program. Mr. 
Casey asked Mr. Savoie why was the nuisance program the fastest growing portion? Mr. Savoie 
stated it was due to alligator - human conflicts where people are moving into alligator habitats 
particularly in south Louisiana. Going on, Mr. Savoie then gave descriptions of the “Exhibitor” 
Program/Licenses and the Alligator Research/Monitoring Activities.

The next section pertained to additional research needs if the program was expanded. The 
first activity discussed was to plan and develop protocols for collection and sale of eggs on LDWF 
properties. The plan would discuss potential egg production and outline a competitive bid 
methodology to provide for sale of eggs to a number of alligator farmers. Input from the alligator 
industry would be sought before a final determination was made, stated Mr. Savoie. Mr. Casey 
asked if this would be a revenue producing project? Chairman Bowman felt the initial years this 
program would not produce revenue since a lot of time would be spent making sure the rules are 
followed. A question was asked if the money would have to go back into the different refuges? 
Chairman Bowman stated the money from the eggs taken on Rockefeller and Marsh Island would 
have to go into their own funds. Revenue from the sale of eggs from the WMAs would go into the 
Conservation Fund.
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The next program discussed was to monitor increases in wild alligator harvest (bonus tag 
program). The program will be expanded to find out what kind of compliance there was with the 
10% bonus tags during the 1999 season and determine what effects it had on the population.

Provide for increased number of farm released alligators if egg collections on public 
properties increase will be another issue. There is the potential of egg collections increasing on 
federal and state lands and this will require additional personnel’s time in monitoring.

To provide additional assistance to landowners concerning management of alligators on 
private land holdings is yet one more issue described by Mr. Savoie. Develop case history of all 
major landowners and their statistics and then update these figures and meet annually with the 
landowners. These meetings will allow the Department to important information which will be 
incorporated into the Department’s harvest program and will help landowners to understand potential 
changes in the program. Chairman Bowman stated the Department sees a need to provide technical 
assistance to landowners on harvest on their properties and possible adjustments in order to 
maximize the benefits of the resources. Mr. Casey asked Mr. Ensminger if landowners need 
additional assistance from the Department. Mr. Ensminger answered yes, that most of them do and 
one issue would be the tagged alligator.

Provide additional assistance to alligator farmers. Mr. Savoie stated the Department needs 
to provide onsite visits to the farms periodically and provide information and possible solutions to 
problems. Mr. Casey asked Mr. Sagrera if he felt farmers needed additional assistance from the 
Department? Mr. Sagrera stated, maybe in some instances, especially for those that may be smaller 
or located in isolated areas. Then he added for the record, the Department’s return personnel are 
overworked and not paid enough as well as their not being enough of them.

The issue of quality of farm released alligators. This was an issue that was a major part of 
the discussion during the September meeting. Chairman Bowman stated it was grading the alligators 
for survivability and wanting to do a better job of monitoring where and how the alligators were 
returned to the marsh.

Develop a more detailed harvest quota system. There are 50+ harvest quota allocations 
calculated by the Department on parish basis for wild harvest tags. Some parishes are subdivided 
to account for significant habitat and population differences.

Computerize land ownership and alligator habitat data base for tag allocations, egg quota 
calculations, and to provide management recommendations to participating landowners. The current 
method of calculating acreage by habitat type involves comparing tax receipts to Tobin ownership 
maps. The Department plans to purchase a digital version of the Tobin maps and overlay this 
information with current satellite base maps and utilize a GIS software package to develop acreage 
by habitat type.

Provide for periodic verification of release activities. The Department needs to expand its 
role in verifying the location of released alligators. Continue with research activities focusing on
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evaluation of survival farm-released alligators and immature wild alligators, hatchling rates, 
intensive nest counts, etc. Mr. Casey asked if these activities will enhance existing programs?

Mr. Savoie then stated they have estimates on staff requirements to perform these activities. 
The first is a Program Manager, which the Department currently does not have to oversee just the 
alligator program. Then there would be two Project Coordinators, one for the wild program and one 
for the farm program. Two new biologists positions would be added to work in the statewide 
alligator program. Emphasis to be placed on conducting research and management activities to 
ensure stability of the alligator resource as wild harvest and egg harvest increase and coastal land 
loss continues to take toll on quality wetland habitat. Emphasis would be on data collections related 
to evaluation of wild and farm survival and other research priorities. Additionally, coordination of 
tag allocations in the New Orleans area along with establishment of routine contact with coastal 
landowners would also be emphasized. Mr. Sagrera asked if the biologist positions were always 
there? There are currently 6 technicians on staff, and are proposing 2 new positions who would work 
in all phases of the alligator program. They would assist in farm releases, provide man power for 
periodic verification of releases, conduct various wild and farm research activities, and assist with 
harvest research programs, etc. Two full-time clerical and 2 part-time positions would be included 
in the program. The last part of the program the Department would like to expand is a contract for 
GIS services. These services would update the tag allocation program utilizing Tobin land grid data 
and Tobin land ownership data overlayed on a current habitat base map. This system would allow 
the Department to update the tag allocation process as new habitat and land ownership information 
becomes available. The contract will also develop a computerized format for merging the habitat 
acreage estimates with the annual alligator harvest quotas to facilitate calculation of tag allotments 
for individual hunters and landowners.

Mr. Casey asked if the GIS contract would benefit just the alligator industry or would other 
programs in the Department benefit? Mr. Savoie stated other Department programs would benefit 
from this service. Chairman Bowman stated the information just presented is what the Department 
envisions. Mr. Joanen asked where would the Program Manager position be located? Mr. Savoie 
stated that has not been determined yet, staff is still in the process of finding a position. Mr. Joanen 
asked why is 6 additional people needed and not use some of the partially funded employees? He 
then commented he felt it was a waste of money to hire additional biologists when there are 9 
already on staff that can be called on. Mr. Joanen asked Dr. Ruth Elsey if she needed additional 
personnel to keep the program going? Chairman Bowman felt one staff person should not be 
required to give an opinion the Department may or may not foster. He then answered yes to the 
question of whether the Department needs additional technical personnel to assist with releases. The 
vision is to have two biologists dedicated to working full-time. Mr. Joanen asked why was Dr. 
Elsey’s staff never filled to the potential the way the law was written, there are always 2 short. Mr. 
Savoie stated a full staff was needed to handle the releases. Mr. Joanen then read from page 65 of 
Title 56. Mr. Casey stated since fiscal year 1997, the budget has increased 10%, 15% and then to 
48% and that the budget has increased 69% in 3 years, but yet the revenues has not increased by that 
amount. He then asked what will happen if we do not increase the budget, will there be less 
alligators in the marsh, will the marsh be in worse shape, etc? Mr. Savoie stated, if the budget is not 
increased, the program will not expand, it will remain static. Chairman Bowman stated the increase 
in the costs is with the marketing program carried on by the Fur & Alligator Council and revenues
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allocated to the Enforcement Division. There has been no increase in the number of people assigned 
to the alligator program currently. There is a proposal to spend money on the Tobin and digital data 
base which will be of benefit to everyone. Mr. Casey stated he was perturbed the Chairman would 
not allow staff to answer questions directly; and felt it was extremely important to know what the 
staff thinks. Mr. Joanen asked if plans were to buy up-to-date Tobin maps, apply ownership to it and 
then digitize the ownership to how many acres a landowner has and what will be the cost? Mr. 
Kinler stated the cost for both the Tobin ownership data and the survey data is $ 105,000. Mr. Joanen 
stated a problem with calculating tags was due to natural erosion that has taken place. Mr. Casey 
felt what would be found was a lot more alligators were being caught on a lot less land. Mr. Pettefer 
asked if the State could pay their employees overtime instead of hiring more people? Chairman 
Bowman answered no.

Chairman Bowman asked if there were any more Questions & Discussions or Public 
Comments? Everyone agreed to just let the discussion set and get more information at the next 
meeting. Chairman Bowman stated salary information would be discussed first at the next meeting 
and then the marketing expenditures with the Fur & Alligator Council. Also, discussions could 
begin on preparing the final report and developing final recommendations.

A motion for Adjournment was made by Mr. Casey.

PEB:sch
Philip E. Bowman
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF THE

ALLIGATOR TASK FORCE 

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Chairman Phil Bowman presiding.

Zachary Casey 
Kermit Coulon 
Allan Ensminger 
Ted Joanen 
Johnny Price 
Wayne Sagrera

Chairman Bowman began the meeting welcoming everyone to Rockefeller Refuge. This 
refuge is one of the “jewels” of the system which is a tremendous resource. He then asked each 
person at the meeting to introduce themselves.

In beginning the next item, Adoption of Agenda, Chairman Bowman hoped this would be 
the last issue meeting and then the final report could be drafted and voted on. Mr. Sagrera asked that 
Mr. Steele McAndrew be allowed to make comments relative to the Fur & Alligator Advisory 
Council before he had to leave. Chairman Bowman stated Mr. McAndrew could give his comments 
after Approval of the Minutes and then the meeting would follow the order of the agenda. Hearing 
no further comments, the agenda was adopted by consensus.

Chairman Bowman then asked for Approval of October 21, 1999 Minutes. Mr. Casey 
made a correction on page 3 to the sentence “Mr. Casey stated he could not control the quality of the 
wild alligators.” adding the word wild. Then he stated he did not remember Mr. Charlie Pettefer 
making the statement “He added, to lower the percentage on the return would be dangerous.”. 
Chairman Bowman stated the tapes would be checked for verification. With no further discussions, 
Chairman Bowman stated the minutes are approved with the changes noted.

Mr. Steele McAndrew began making a few points that are facts instead of opinions. He 
thanked the Fur & Alligator Council for all of their work and the people that have served on the 
Council as well as those contracted to do work. The original Task Force formed dealt with the tag 
issue. Discussions were held to put two farmers on the Fur & Alligator Council. During the 
discussions, Mr. McAndrew was assured that whatever the farmers wanted, they would vote the 
same way. This has never happened, according to Mr. McAndrew. The second fact was on an issue 
voted on during a Fur & Alligator Council Meeting where he had polled every dealer, 95 percent of 
the farmers and the only tanner in the State and informed the Council they were against the issue.

P a g e  33  o f  4 8



The Council proceeded to vote unanimously for the issue despite his objection which represented 
almost all of the industry except for wild alligators and landowners. The third issue was an effort 
by a group of farmers and others to reduce the tag fee to $2. Mr. McAndrew stated he was a part of 
another group that helped save the $4 tag fee for the Department. He then stated he met with 
Wildlife and Fisheries on a bill to be given to the Legislature and was assured there would be 
provisions for a reduction after providing for the general budget for the alligator program. That part 
was not included in the bill when it was presented to the Legislature. The three facts mentioned need 
to be remembered in discussions when people complain about how the tag money is being used. He 
added he was unsuccessful in his role on the Council. Chairman Bowman asked Mr. McAndrew if 
he could be more specific on what his concerns are for spending money? Mr. McAndrew stated 
there are specific areas on the use of funds that the fanners have historically been against since day 
one. One such example is representation at the leather shows. He then felt a problem was with 
conflicts among the different sectors in the industry when it is specifically decided what to do with 
the tag fee money. It is very irritating year after year to see the Fur & Alligator Council determine 
how the tag fee money was used, commented Mr. McAndrew. Mr. Casey asked Mr. McAndrew if 
he ever envisioned the tag fee would not be reduced or eliminated when a surplus was reached? Mr. 
McAndrew answered there was to have been a provision for both a refund or reduction in tag fee 
after the budget was covered. However, two things occurred after this, the first, that part of the bill 
was not included when introduced. The second was no one could find out how much the budget was 
or how much tag fee money there is. Mr. Sagrera stated the money was given to the Council because 
it was already in place instead of creating a new vehicle to channel the money to. Mr. Joanen asked 
Mr. McAndrew what would he like to see personally? Mr. McAndrew felt the Fur & Alligator 
Council was the wrong vehicle to use the surplus tag money. The tag fee should be reduced and 
possibly a portion of the money refunded or use some for promotions. Mr. Greg Linscombe 
suggested moving to agenda item 5. Mr. Casey disagreed with the suggestion. He then thanked Mr. 
McAndrew for coming to the meeting and bringing up the idea of a refund. Mr. McAndrew thanked 
the Task Force for allowing him to speak and hoped all could together to solve this problem in a way 
that is good for everyone. Chairman Bowman expressed appreciation to Mr. McAndrew for taking 
the time to attend the meeting. He then commented that the Fur & Alligator Council is very similar 
to the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board and then explained how they are similar. Chairman 
Bowman urged Mr. McAndrew and the people he represent to stay involved. Mr. Casey asked what 
is the budget for the Seafood Board? Chairman Bowman stated it approaches $400,000 to $500,000 
and is funded by a different mechanism. Mr. McAndrew asked if the people on the Seafood Board 
are actually in the industry? The Chairman answered all members are in the industry. Mr. 
McAndrew concluded that for many years, things have not worked for the side that has been putting 
in the most money. Chairman Bowman told Mr. McAndrew that he was welcome to put his issues 
in writing to the Task Force.

To Finish Discussion of Department Alligator Program, Chairman Bowman stated 
requested salary information was furnished to Mr. Casey. Mr. Casey then analyzed the information 
and sent a copy to each Task Force member. The Chairman then opened the floor to further 
discussion. Mr. Casey stated he tried to organize the data based on the salary ranges of low and high 
and the percentage allocated to the alligator program. The information was compiled into a chart 
using the highest range of salary and expanding that to 12 months, then he classified the jobs 
according to the majority of work the employees do. Based on the chart, there is a $308,000 high
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figure for salaries; of this 46 percent are technical employees, 18 percent are management, 23 percent 
are biology and 13 percent are clerical. Mr. Casey then stated, as employees are added to the budget, 
they should be added on the technical side and not to the management side. If a recommendation 
is made to increase or decrease the budget due to personnel’s salary, the chart would help determine 
what those changes would mean. Chairman Bowman stated the pie chart helped organize the salary 
figure information. He added that government business from the management and administrative 
ends are more complicated than private business. Mr. Coulon stated the figures do not look out of 
line to him, but using the high numbers may skew the percentages some. Chairman Bowman 
remarked the alligator program runs basically 50 percent for salaries. Mr. Casey asked if the 56 
percent increase in the budget from one fiscal year to the next was going to occur in the salaries? 
Chairman Bowman stated, if the dollars for the marketing initiative were taken out of the alligator 
program, salaries are running about 50 percent of the total budget as with most of the programs in 
the Department. Mr. Joanen stated the budget for next year is projected at $1.3 million and projected 
revenues are $1 million, leaving $300,000 to pull from the surplus. He then stated, if this trend 
would continue, the surplus money could last approximately 6 years before someone may have to 
be fired. Mr. Sagrera asked why is the Miscellaneous budget going from $20,000 to $132,000? 
Chairman Bowman stated this category is for the contracts and it would be explained further during 
the next agenda item. Mr. Joanen asked if these contracts were for in-house or what? Chairman 
Bowman stated these were not the Fur & Alligator marketing contracts, but contracts for research 
grants and statistical research. Mr. Casey thanked the Chairman for putting the information together 
and found it has been very helpful.

Mr. Greg Linscombe handled the next agenda item. Alligator Marketing Activities/Fur & 
Alligator Council. He began by handing out information on tag fees, laws on the Fur & Alligator 
Council and Alligator Resource Fund. In the mid-1980's several groups met with Department staff 
on the world market and increasing activities related to animal rights issues. Act 455 created the Fur 
& Alligator Council in 1986 and it created the Louisiana Fur & Alligator Marketing Fund. Twenty 
dollars from the $25 Trapping License and $20 from every $25 Hunting License were deposited into 
this special fund. The six specific goals established for the Fund included: 1) to educate the public 
regarding the need for trapping as a sound wildlife management tool and regarding the logic of 
managing furbearing species and alligators as renewable resources; 2) to identify the current 
consumers of Louisiana furs and alligator skins; 3) to identify present and potential Louisiana fur 
and alligator marketing problems, obstacles and related significant issues; 4) to strengthen existing 
markets and develop new markets and marketing strategies for raw and finished Louisiana fur and 
alligator products; 5) to develop and implement an international advertising campaign to promote 
the utilization of raw and finished Louisiana fiir and alligator products; and 6) to examine, evaluate 
and make recommendations concerning any aspect of the fur and alligator industry including habitat 
management, harvest, and marketing which will enhance the future of the industry and perpetuate 
the conservation of these species. The seventh goal, added in 1991 after the creation of the Alligator 
Resource Fund, was to make specific recommendations to the secretary regarding the expenditures 
of monies from the Alligator Resource Fund including any annual surplus only as provided for in 
R.S. 56:279. In 1986, the makeup of the Council was 9 members, there were no farmers and no 
expenditures related to tag fee monies. In 1991, the membership was amended adding two people 
representing Louisiana Alligator Farmers & Ranchers Association. The five goals of the Alligator 
Resource Fund include: 1) to provide salaries and financial support including associated indirect cost
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for the following positions, to provide a minimum of two full-time technical positions (biologists) 
and eight nontechnical positions such as computer operators, secretaries, and wildlife specialists 
within the fur and refuge division of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries; 2) to assist 
with funding for law enforcement activities associated with the alligator farm industry when surplus 
funds are available and recommended by the Louisiana Fur & Alligator Council. Mr. Casey, at this 
point, stated there was never any intention of giving the Enforcement Division any money. When 
this law was written, the Fur & Refuge employees had ticket writing authority, commented Mr. 
Casey. Mr. Dupont stated when a Mr. Charles Fuller and several others wrote this legislation, it was 
his intent to have a provision to help Enforcement Division. Mr. Linscombe continued with the 
goals for the Alligator Resource Fund: 3) to assist with funding marketing programs recommended 
by the Louisiana Fur & Alligator Advisory Council when surplus funds are available; 4) to actively 
fund research on all aspects involved with alligator conservation and to develop the techniques 
needed to enhance the commercial alligator industry; and 5) to assist in funding management of the 
alligator population through proper management, harvest and farm facility management.

A summary of expenditures for the Council for fiscal years 1987-88 through 1999-2000 was 
then handed out by Mr. Linscombe. He pointed out the significance of the following projects: 
crocodilian trade study (IACTS), alligator skin grading study, alligator point of sale, a meat 
marketing campaign, Japan/Hong Kong promotion, a North American marketing contract with 
Maurice Atkins, the Paris leather show, an African trip, the American Alligator Council, the Pacific 
Rim promotion, the Marsh to Market free standing display at the New Orleans airport, the Lineapelli 
Leather Fair, the Pan American show, the International Travelgoods Leather show, the Offenbach 
Leather fair, a marketing survey contract with Dr. Summers at LSU, a market survey in Mexico, a 
contract with Glenn Delaney, an Economic Analysis contract with Dr. Ken Roberts at LSU, contract 
to educate alligator retailers, Magic Leather fair, and the Denver Leather fair. Chairman Bowman 
then decided to break for lunch. He thanked the Fur & Alligator Council for providing the lunch.

Reconvening from lunch, Chairman Bowman opened the meeting to discuss the marketing 
initiatives by the Fur & Alligator Council as presented by Mr. Linscombe. Mr. Sagrera stated he did 
an impromptu phone interview with some of the Farmers Association’s board members and farmers 
and they were opposed to the level of spending that is expected. This was in no way a reflection on 
any Council members or contractors. Chairman Bowman asked if the farmers do not see the value 
of generic marketing such as removing negative airport displays or is there specific items in the plan 
the farmers are opposed to? Mr. Sagrera stated the airport displays is one of the most positive 
concepts to be accompfished. He added the issue of personalities is the biggest problem more than 
anything else. On the trade shows, Mr. Sagrera stated the farmers are not seeing the returns. Mr. 
Joanen asked if the trade shows should not be done? Mr. Sagrera stated no, that was not what he 
said, he just felt it was time to get out of the foreign markets and start promoting alligators in the 
states. Chairman Bowman stated he was trying to understand the crux of the disagreement. Mr. 
Sagrera stated Mexico is a good example where the market is dead and there is no need to spend 
money there. Another example is the increase from 1996 for IACTS which Mr. Sagrera did not 
agree with. Chairman Bowman asked Mr. Linscombe which contract was bid out? Mr. Linscombe 
stated IACTS, Pan American, airport displays, International Travelgoods, Magic Leather, Point of 
Sale revision, Denver, Washington promotion and New York promotion. There was only one bid 
received for this contract, which was renewed for the current year. Mr. Michael Ragusa, a member
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of the Fur & Alligator Council, stated the outcome of what will happen has already been determined 
before the meeting takes place. He felt there was a need for equal representation with what is being 
done. There are also people making decisions on some aspects of the business that does not know 
anything about it. Mr. Dupont stated he does not see how the Council is one sided when there is 
equal representation. Mr. Coulon commented land owner representatives have lots of dealings with 
farmers and would not vote on something that would harm the farmers.

Mr. Casey stated he is still against spending money on trade shows. Speaking in practical 
terms, there is a $15 million farm sales industry plus a $5 million wild sales industry in Louisiana. 
The next thing to figure out in marketing efforts is, “what are you trying to impact?”. The biggest 
problem for farmers and dealers is an insufficient quantity of alligators. Mr. Casey felt it is a 
mistake to spend money to get a higher demand for skins due to the lack of alligators. Mr. Joanen 
stated he goes to the trade shows to tell the sustainable use story and to tell that the alligators are 
alive and well in Louisiana. He felt there is a real problem with the lead management authority, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and their putting out wrong or incomplete information on alligators. 
The State, through the Fur & Alligator Council, has been the point person and leading the way in 
showing how all the different aspects of the industry is done. Mr. Sagrera stated if a consumer does 
not understand the alligator is not an endangered specie, the manufacturer will not sell it. Mr. Joanen 
stated the trade people had to be convinced first it was okay to come and negotiate with Louisiana 
on the alligator itself. He then stated he was concerned with how 200,000 pieces of alligator 
products would be moved every year. The land owners will continue to protect the alligator, stated 
Mr. Joanen. Mr. Casey told Mr. Joanen he was using his reputation to protect a level of funding 
which is unnecessary and unasked for by the industry. The money should not be spent on items that 
are not necessary but it should be focused on the consumer and have a feasibility of where that 
money is being spent. Mr. Joanen stated the talks at the Pan American fairs deals with the quality 
of the skins coming from Louisiana they are receiving and the CITES alligator tags. Mr. Casey 
stated those reasons do not justify a 300 percent increase. Mr. Sagrera asked if the message was 
delivered better having two separate booths at the fairs? Mr. Joanen answered yes. Discussion 
continued on the trade shows and meetings held to try to solve problems the industry may be having. 
Mr. Joanen disagreed with the statement made that the Council has not helped the farmers, in fact, 
there are two farmers appointed to the Council. Mr. Dupont stated if people are not informed 
alligators are a renewable resource, animal rights activist will try to stop the industry. Mr. Ragusa 
explained several incidences he has encountered on “cooperation” and the lack that he has endured. 
He asked that the tremendous amounts of money being spent not be spent any longer. Ms. Christine 
Brewton stated she would be willing to explain to the Task Force her work. Mr. Casey stated he did 
not intend to insult anyone for their work, since it was done in a professional manner, but the same 
story was being told over and over again to the same people. As the money expands in the budget, 
so does the expenditures expand to go with it, stated Mr. Casey. Chairman Bowman explained his 
experiences with animal rights activist in Washington, DC. He added the Department would not 
market anyone’s products, but to do the generic marketing. Mr. Casey asked why has the 
expenditures increased 320 percent in the last four years? Chairman Bowman stated the Department 
looks to the Fur & Alligator Council for their input on the expenditures. The Council sees an 
opportunity to enhance the marketing efforts if additional resources are applied. Mr. Casey 
responded, as 35 percent of the alligator export business, these expenditures are not helping him. 
Mr. Joanen felt it was a wise use of the resource to continue the marketing and education work. Mr.
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Sagrera felt the retail approach, airport displays and advertising are wonderful, but the trade shows 
are not doing any good at all. He added that he has not asked the Department to sell his products. 
Mr. Joanen stated the Pan American shows allows discussions on the problems, possible solutions 
and possible research projects on the alligators. Also, the shows affords an opportunity to meet 
people from other parts of the world and allows the exchange of ideas. Mr. Joanen pointed out that 
the majority of the tanners are saying the skins from Louisiana are deplorable. With increasing 
competition from other countries, he suggested “shaping up” or Louisiana would fall behind. Mr. 
Sagrera stated he agreed with Mr. Joanen, but to lump everyone together is not a fair assessment. 
Mr. Coulon stated if the farmers want a consumer oriented program, the only way to accomplish that 
is through coop advertising and there is not enough money in the whole budget to do that. Mr. 
Dupont stated at the last Pan American show, he heard the comment that the Louisiana alligator 
quality was falling. Mr. Don Ashley stated when the trade study began in 1984, the number of 
alligators going into the world market was about 21,000 or about 30 percent of the total. A meeting 
was held to discuss the goal of what should the industry be doing. The goal was to try to restore the 
world trade to at least 500,000 classic skins and maintain a 50 percent market share for the American 
alligator. By 1994, the volume of skins amounted to more than 221,000 going into the world market 
and the market share increased to 60 percent. For the last 5 to 6 years, the alligator has consistently 
maintained a market share of almost double that of 1984. The actual growth of the industry of being 
worth less than $500,000 in 1984, has grown to at least $25 million by 1994.

Chairman Bowman then moved the discussion on to recommendations the Task Force will 
make to the Department and Fur & Alligator Council. As a reminder, he stated the only consensus 
recommendations made so far lead to reducing the return rate from 17 percent to 14 percent. The 
issues laid out at the first meeting have been covered. Mr. Joanen asked if the other members 
wanted to make recommendations now or come back for another meeting? Mr. Sagrera felt it should 
be done then. Chairman Bowman hoped the Task Force would reach consensus recommendations 
that everyone agrees with. But if everyone does not agree, then a vote would be taken. Mr. Casey 
recommended reducing the tag fee to $1 and freezing the Department’s budget at the 1997 levels 
except allowing for cost of living increases. The whole purpose of the tag fee was for it to be 
flexible. Mr. Coulon stated when the $4 tag fee was implemented, everyone was happy because 
there was talk of having a $ 10 or $ 15 tag fee. He felt Louisiana’s tag fee was fair and equitable. Mr. 
Casey then recommended dropping the tag fee until the surplus goes below one year’s operating 
budget and keep everything going the way it has been going. Mr. Sagrera thought he remembered 
an agreement was made the tag fee would be reduced if it generated a surplus budget. Mr. Joanen 
recommended keeping the $4 tag fee, keep the budget at the 1997-98 level, and use the surplus 
money for the industry, such as bar coding. Marketing, education and enforcement are other areas 
where the surplus money could be utilized. Mr. Joanen added he was opposed to hiring additional 
personnel the Department requested and the $100,000 for the Tobin maps. Mr. Casey disagreed with 
Mr. Joanen, and stated if  any help was needed for the people he is representing, it would be in the 
area of tech support on hide inspections and releases. Mr. Joanen stated he would agree with getting 
the alligator crew to its full potential by increasing the non-technical people by two and see if it 
satisfies the industries needs. In order to do that, he noted the $4 tag fee was needed to run the staff 
and do the research. The Deed of Donation for Rockefeller Refuge mandates research be conducted 
on the animals that occupy the refuge and the monies for alligator research should come from the 
refuge fund. Mr. Casey stated the farmers want the tag fees reduced. He then suggested adjourning
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the meeting and digest everything he has heard. When he is ready, he would write down his 
recommendations on the three issues and send to the Task Force members so they can see it. Mr. 
Casey also suggested contacting the alligator farmers. Mr. Sagrera felt confident the farmers would 
agree with a reduction in the tag fee. Mr. Joanen wanted to contact the hunters and landowners to 
get a total picture. Mr. Casey stated there is a need for some restraint. Mr. Johnny Price stated the 
$4 tag fee should be left alone since it was working. He also suggested looking at bar codes and help 
the industry in other ways. Mr. Price stated he was for the $4 tag fee. Mr. Coulon stated when 
farmers pick up eggs from his property, there will be a minimum of a two year contract. If 
something would happen in the market, there would still be a need to sell or move alligators to keep 
the program going. Mr. Coulon asked if the tag fee was changed, would it go into effect 
immediately or two years down the road? Chairman Bowman stated it would affect next year’s egg 
collections. Mr. Coulon stated the resource is everyone’s responsibility. Mr. Sagrera suggested 
freezing the budget at the 1997 level and drop the tag fee to $3 and still generate over $700,000. Mr. 
Casey requested a decision be made on how much of a surplus there should be and letting it be a 
definitive figure. Mr. Joanen stated the budget was generating close to $1 million and this should 
be the budget and not the $1.3 million. The extra $300,000 should be cut by reducing the staff 
except for Ruth’s crew and let the $4 tag fee remain. Mr. Casey felt the marketing funds should be 
frozen close to the 1997 levels. He added, if the budget was not going to grow, then everything 
should give a little bit. Mr. Joanen disagreed and stated the Department is adequate where they are 
with the addition of two non-technical personnel. Mr. Casey stated he did not want to vote right 
then.

Chairman Bowman stated there has been no second to either motion. He suggested taking 
the information and digesting it and meet again in December on recommendations. If a member has 
any recommendations, the Chairman suggested getting copies to the Baton Rouge office for 
distribution to the Task Force members. The structure of the Final Report should be two to three 
pages to adequately express the recommendations and then append the minutes to the report. Mr. 
Casey agreed the report should be short. Mr. Sagrera asked if the Task Force could make the 
recommendation to save time and money for the farmers, dealers and the Department by going back 
to the old system of not inspecting farm shipments? Chairman Bowman answered yes. Mr. Casey 
asked the LSU marketing representatives if anyone has ever looked at the benefits of generic 
advertising versus brand advertising or analyzed the value of marketing as a whole. They answered 
no, but could find out the information. Their work this year is to look at which type of media would 
be most effective with consumers. Chairman Bowman stated it was very difficult to quantitatively 
measure the impact of advertising, especially generic advertising. Mr. Linscombe stated he has 
talked to Dr. Ken Robert with LSU and he was willing to talk with the group. Mr. Ragusa asked if 
the Task Force was going to address anything on the refuge eggs? Mr. Joanen felt they would 
address that issue. Mr. Casey stated the Department’s work has been extremely fair and the work 
by Mr. Ashley has been of a very high caliber. But the question is, whether or not it is effective for 
what is to be accomplished.

The Task Force members agreed the Next Meeting Date will be December 15, 1999 
beginning at 10:00 AM in the Baton Rouge Office.
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Just before Adjournment, Mr. Dupont announced Chinese representatives would be at 
Rockefeller Refuge over the coming weekend and he invited everyone to a social for them. The 
meeting was then adjourned.

PEB:sch

Philip E. Bowman
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF THE

ALLIGATOR TASK FORCE 

Wednesday, December 15, 1999

Chairman Phil Bowman presiding.

Zachary Casey 
Kermit Coulon 
Allan Ensminger 
Ted Joanen 
Johnny Price 
Wayne Sagrera

Chairman Bowman began stating this was the meeting to develop recommendations for the 
final report. For the record, the Chairman stated all members were present for the meeting. He then 
asked if there were any additions for the agenda. Hearing no comments, the agenda was adopted. 
Everyone in attendance then introduced themselves.

Chairman Bowman then asked if there were any changes to the minutes of the November 
16,1999 Meeting. Mr. Casey commented he had not received his copy of the minutes. Chairman 
Bowman decided to delay voting on the minutes and requested any additions or changes be sent to 
the Baton Rouge Office. Then he stated the final version would be mailed again along with the draft 
copy of the final report for approval.

Before beginning the next item, Preparation of Final Report, Chairman Bowman stated 
the Task Force was charged to look at the alligator industry, specifically three broad areas. The first 
area was on the 17 percent return rate. The recommendations agreed to included: seeing a steady 
increase in the population of alligators throughout Louisiana which indicated additional room for 
take and/or a reduction in the return rate; it takes a considerable amount of time to see the impact 
of any modification to the return rate; and to reduce the return rate from 17 percent to 14 percent and 
look at it over a period of time and then assess the results. The second and third areas, the $4 tag fee 
and how the Department and/or the Fur & Alligator Council was utilizing those funds, are 
intermeshed. A look at the balance in the account showed enough funds to fund the program for 1 
1/2 to 2 years if no additional funds were collected. There were no recommendations made after 
having in-depth discussions. Also, there were discussions on representation on the Fur & Alligator 
Council. The statutes says the Council shall be made up of 11 members, 9 of which shall be 
appointed by the Secretary of the Department based on recommendations from various groups, 1 
member appointed by the Speaker of the House and 1 member appointed by the Senate President.
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The Chairman again stated there was a recommendation to reduce the return rate from 17 
percent to 14 percent and to continue looking at it with possible adjustments being made. It may 
take a considerable amount of time, possibly 7 or 8 years, to see any impact and the Department 
would not be willing to make a change after only 2 years. Mr. Casey began stating there were a lot 
of issues not covered at the meeting the return rate was discussed and voted upon. Then he stated 
the procedures for the Task Force did not note that a vote would be taken at every meeting on a 
particular issue. A trend of alligators taken since 1989 shows a continually expanding wild 
population of alligators. Mr. Casey felt there was no need to wait until the 2002 returns for the 14 
percent figure to go into effect; but should go into effect immediately. Another issue not discussed 
was the landowners having the civil right to enforce any return rate he wants. Chairman Bowman 
stated the Department has the statutory obligation for conservation of wildlife resources in the state 
and is conservative in its approach. The two year delay was discussed at a meeting and everyone 
in attendance agreed to that time frame. Mr. Casey stated he has a small landowner that will refuse 
to sign a contract because he does not want any more returns on his property. Mr. Coulon stated he 
had a letter from the Landowners Association adopting recommendations presented to their Board 
of Directors. The Association supported the 14 percent return rate as long as the Department is 
comfortable with the rate and the progress is monitored. Mr. Coulon then stated he agreed with the 
Chairman in the reasoning behind waiting two years to implement the reduced return rate. Mr. 
Casey asked Mr. Coulon if he was against the return rate being applied right away? Mr. Coulon felt 
there would be contractual problems. Mr. Sagrera stated the rate could be dealt with on an individual 
basis. Mr. Coulon reminded everyone the Department’s biologists recommended the return rate 
should be 15 percent or higher which was based on biological data and past research. He then stated 
if the return rate was 12 percent, it was being done for financial reasons and not for management of 
the resources. Mr. Sagrera stated, if the biologist says it can not be done, then he would not argue 
with it, but would question whether the biology is that exact. Mr. Casey asked if the Landowners 
Association was presented with the farmers request of 12 percent return rate or just the 14 percent? 
Mr. Coulon stated the landowners were presented with the biological data and the consensus from 
the group. Mr. Ensminger stated the Louisiana Landowners Association has discussed the activities 
of the Task Force for quite a few months. In these on-going discussions, no one has objected to the 
recommendation of a reduction in the return rate. Mr. Coulon made a motion to reduce the return 
rate to 14 percent with the current sliding scale. Mr. Casey asked if the issue of when it goes into 
effect was included in the motion. Chairman Bowman stated the contracts would have to be 
reviewed with the attorneys. Mr. Coulon included in his motion that the rate would go into effect 
as soon as legally and biologically sound or at least with the egg contracts of 2002. Mr. Sagrera 
asked with the biological clause included in the motion, will this give an opportunity to go back up 
to the Department’s recommendation of 15.3 percent? The Chairman answered no. Mr. Casey asked 
if there would be any objection to including no increase in the tag allocation for wild hunting in the 
motion? Messrs. Ensminger and Coulon answered no. Chairman Bowman stated he understood 
what Mr. Casey was saying and that this would be considered when the tag quotas are calculated. 
Mr. Ensminger seconded the motion. Mr. Casey added, if the Department continues as they did this 
year from year to year based on 5-year population sample to increase tag quotas, this would 
influence or skew the trend data to give biological information on the return liability. Chairman 
Bowman commented he would not want to be constrained from increasing or decreasing tag 
allocations within the parameters that are normally used to calculate tag quotas. Mr. Ensminger
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called for the question. The motion passed with four for the motion, one in opposition and one 
abstaining.

The next issue to be considered was whether the $4 tag fee was an appropriate fee, stated 
Chairman Bowman. Mr. Coulon stated the landowners adopted keeping the $4 tag fee since it is one 
of the lowest fees in the states producing alligators commercially. The $4 funds the program and 
with that comes growth and additional costs and problems to be dealt with. Mr. Casey stated the 
state of Florida does not have a tag fee on farm-raised alligators, they have a collection fee on eggs 
which is between $1 and $2 a piece. Mr. Sagrera added Alabama has a $1 tag fee, Georgia and 
Texas fees are $4. Mr. Coulon asked if the fees collected in Florida and Texas goes into the State’s 
general fund or back to the industry? Mr. Casey stated the money goes to the Florida Game and 
Freshwater Fish Commission for their alligator programs. He then stated, on private lands in 
Florida, there is no fee except for the biologist fee which allows you the privilege of hunting. Dr. 
Elsey explained information on private land tag fees and wild tag fees she obtained from Florida. 
Mr. Sagrera stated, from interviews with farmers representing 90 percent of the state’s production, 
two questions were asked on the $4 tag fee. The first question was “How much surplus should be 
collected and held in reserve?” Eighty percent of the farmers responded one year and 20 percent 
responded two years. The second question was “Should the tag fee remain at $4?” and 95 percent 
answered no, while 5 percent answered yes. Chairman Bowman stated a letter from the Louisiana 
Trappers and Alligator Hunters Association and the Louisiana Landowners Association requested 
the tag fee remain at $4. Mr. Casey then made a motion to leave the tag fee on wild alligators at $4 
and reduce the tag fee on farmed alligators to $ 1. The motion died for lack of a second. Mr. Sagrera 
then made a motion to leave the wild alligator tag fee at $4 and reduced the farmed tag fee to $3. 
Mr. Casey seconded the motion. These amounts would result in collecting $130,000 from wild 
alligator tags and between $500,000 and $600,000 from fanned tags. Mr. Sagrera felt the $1 less 
fee was to oppose how marketing was being done now. Mr. Coulon asked why should the wild tag 
fee be more than the farmed fees? Mr. Casey felt the wild landowners want more money spent on 
marketing than the farmers do. Chairman Bowman pointed out the marketing done by the 
Department is not brand marketing, it is generic marketing in order to get a sustainable use story out. 
Mr. Sagrera stated the farmers want to reach the consumers and this is not being done at trade shows. 
Chairman Bowman stated the Fur & Alligator Council has this year redirected its trade show money 
to promote the sustainable use story at a promotion in Washington, DC where there are a lot of 
people that are opposed to alligators being harvested. Mr. Coulon stated, with a recommendation 
to reduce the return rate and the monitoring of the population, now was not the time to worry about 
$1 on tag fees. Mr. Casey stated the numbers shown indicate there is enough money for the 
biological research in the Department. If the budget needs to be cut and there is still a need for field 
support, then cut it where it needs to be. Mr. Coulon stated the Louisiana Landowners proposal 
states the marketing projects should be prioritized and there should be some accountability. Mr. 
Sagrera stated the farmers do not want the budget cut in any way. He agreed the program should be 
monitored. Mr. Casey amended the motion to include the Department change the inspection of farm 
alligator skin shipments to a as needed basis at the Department’s discretion so that those individuals 
time can be better allocated to other tasks within the Department. This proposal has been looked 
into, stated Chairman Bowman. Mr. Coulon stated the reduction in the returns will mean more eggs 
for state lands and federal lands. Chairman Bowman stated the staff has already met with the Russell 
Sage Foundation and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and discussed their Deeds of Donation and
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possibly allowing egg pick-up on coastal areas. Chairman Bowman stated there was a motion and 
second along with Mr. Casey’s amendment. Before voting, Mr. Coulon asked if there was any way 
the marketing procedure could be adjusted and keep the $4 fee? Mr. Casey answered no. Mr. 
Coulon asked if there was a problem using only the wild tag fee money for marketing? Mr. Sagrera 
stated you would be pitting the wild man against the farmer. Then he suggested, if the tag fee 
generates enough money to operate the program, the landowner can charge $2 an egg more if he 
wants to fund the marketing program. Mr. Darrell Dupont stated there is already a problem with 
returns coming back that are bad. He suggested adding a stipulation that the returns be of a certain 
quality. Mr. Charlie Pettefer stated if it would not be for the wild alligators or enforcement, there 
would be no population. Mr. Coulon asked why not just leave the tag fee alone and address the 
marketing fund the farmers have a problem with. Mr. Casey stated it was not going to happen. Mr. 
Sagrera stated he could support a $4 tag fee if the money was not spent for marketing until equal 
representation on the Fur & Alligator Council occurs. Mr. Casey felt the Department can take the 
Task Force’s recommendations or parts of a recommendation that are deemed appropriate to the 
Commission and the Commission would then make a decision. He then thought a very clear 
message should be sent through the chain of command. Chairman Bowman stated when the report 
is presented to the Fur & Alligator Council, Commission, or whomever, he would present the 
recommendations of the group. But, he noted the Department could counter any recommendation. 
The Chairman also added that the tag fee should stay at $4 and there are ways various interest groups 
can have input on how the funds are executed. Mr. Coulon felt the Task Force would be more 
successful if the recommendations are agreed to by everyone. Mr. Casey stated the Department 
needs to develop credibility. Mr. Price stated every time the $4 tag fee was discussed, a marketing 
issue comes up. He then asked if the farmers feel threatened? Mr. Casey stated it was not doing 
anything for the farmers and dealers. Mr. Price corrected Mr. Casey’s statement that the trappers 
do not pay the tag fee, when in fact they do. Mr. Casey stated he was supporting the motion to keep 
the $4 tag fee for the wild because the landowners want that fee. But he also added that he thinks 
everyone’s tag fee should be reduced. Mr. Price stated some of the surplus money should be spent 
to better every wild hunter and every farmer. If the tag fee was cut, there is going to be problems 
down the road. Mr. Gerald Savoie stated the percentage per alligator dollarwise is a lot less than the 
percentage farmers are paying. The motion failed with two voting in favor and four opposed. Mr. 
Casey then made a motion to reduce the tag fee to $3 for both wild and farm alligators. Mr. Sagrera 
seconded the motion. This motion also failed with two voting for the motion and four opposed. Mr. 
Coulon made a motion to keep the tag fee at $4 and that a 6 member marketing subcommittee of the 
Fur & Alligator Council be established which provides representation of 1/2 directly related to 
farming industry and 1/2 to landowner/wild industry. Two members, 1 farmer and 1 trapper or 
landowner, would be submitted by the Fur & Alligator Council, two members would be submitted 
by Louisiana Landowners Association and 2 by the Alligator Farming and Ranchers Association for 
appointment by the Secretary. This subcommittee would make recommendations to the Secretary 
of the Department. Mr. Sagrera amended the motion that no new funding would be allocated to 
marketing until the subcommittee makes a recommendation and to stay with the $4 tag fee. Mr. 
Ensminger seconded the motion. Mr. Dupont asked if these funds were from the Alligator Resource 
Fund? Chairman Bowman stated this was strictly marketing efforts from the tag fees from the 
Alligator Resource Fund. Mr. Joanen stated there can not be any further discussions, it is all just a 
matter of opinion. He added that he does not see a marketing group solving anything. Mr. Casey 
agreed with Mr. Joanen. The motion failed with two voting in favor and four opposing. Mr. Joanen
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made a motion to maintain the $4 tag fee across the board. Mr. Coulon seconded the motion. The 
motion passed with five for and one opposed.

Chairman Bowman then stated the last issue to look at was on the marketing efforts of the 
Fur & Alligator Council. Several examples of the efforts included work by LSU, whether alligator 
hides would be suitable for different types of applications, airport displays and generic marketing 
with sustainable use story. Mr. Casey asked about the issue of surplus monies. Mr. Joanen asked 
that this be held until the budget was discussed. Mr. Sagrera then read from a letter from one of his 
tanners on the quality of his alligators and asked that it be entered into the record. Mr. Joanen then 
made a motion to continue marketing efforts by the Fur & Alligator Council as described by public 
law, to continue present level of funding as dollars become available, and that projects and funding 
levels as per industry request voted on by representatives of farmers, trappers, landowners and 
dealers be prioritized as done in the past. (At this point in the meeting, a break occurred during 
which Mr. Casey left the meeting.) Reconvening, Chairman Bowman stated Mr. Casey had to leave 
and asked that he be recorded as abstaining from any further motions. Mr. Price seconded the 
motion. Mr. Coulon asked if the motion could be amended to include the farmers group would have 
a greater say on marketing activities. Mr. Joanen stated the make-up of the Council came from the 
Legislature, and also felt the farmers were well represented. Mr. Sagrera stated there were three 
questions sent to the farmers pertaining to the Fur & Alligator Council. The first question was, 
should alligator fanners have more representation and 100 percent of the farmers were for more 
representation. The second question was, if there is enough money in the Alligator Resource Fund, 
would the farmers like to see a professional marketing staff and alligator marketing programs much 
like the Seafood Promotion Board? Eighty-seven percent of the farmers were in favor of a marketing 
board and 13 percent were opposed. The last question was, “the Fur & Alligator Advisory Council 
is funding generic promotions at trade shows, the consultant conducting these promotions also 
markets and exports hides for some members of the Council. Do you perceive this to be a problem 
or conflict of interest?” A 100 percent yes response was received on the last question. Mr. Joanen 
stated the Ethics Board ruled there was no problem. He added that the Council directed the farmers 
to find a marketing expert and let him bid on the contracts. Mr. Joanen stated he has never seen any 
proposals from the farmers. Mr. Sagrera stated 2 Council votes out of 11 does not represent the 
farmers for the amount of money they are putting in. He then stated he has been told from the 
tanners throughout the world that the present marketing program is not effective. Mr. Joanen stated 
the failures are due to not having enough financial backing. He added that the attitudes of many 
consumers have changed due to what everyone in the state has done. Mr. Dupont explained a 
problem in England with an anti group trying to ban fur farming. Mr. Coulon stated the airport 
displays is a good program. Mr. Sagrera stated the message needs to get to the general public and 
it was not getting done at trade shows. Mr. Joanen explained how the most important study 
conducted by the Council was the World Crocodilian Trade Study. Mr. Sagrera stated the only 
problem he had with the IACTS study was how the fee went from $12,000 to $35,000 in two years. 
Chairman Bowman stated the Council has shown some responsiveness by not going to one of the 
trade shows, but rather will be developing a promotion for Washington, DC. The motion passed 
with four voting in favor, one opposed and one abstention.

Chairman Bowman then advised, on the issue of checking tags, the Department had the 
intention of moving in the direction of spot checking the tags rather than trying to check every
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shipment. Mr. Sagrera asked if a motion was needed. Mr. Joanen stated a recommendation from 
the group was needed on how the Department will move ahead with the different segments of the 
program. Mr. Ensminger made a motion to leave it to the discretion of the staff to have spot checks 
in order to comply with CITES requirements. Mr. Coulon seconded the motion. The motion passed 
with five voting in favor and one abstention. Mr. Savoie stated he sees this as an honor program. 
He suggested adding that no additional tags should be issued until all monies have been paid to the 
State. Mr. Sagrera stated, to monitor this, when a shipment is made, money should be sent to the 
Department. Mr. Ensminger stated this was worked out back in the 1950's when addressed in a 
Constitutional Convention which implemented the shipping tags. Mr. Sagrera stated there is still 
a system of checks and balances with the annual reports. Mr. Joanen suggested, with the extra staff 
available, there should be some spot checking on the releases of farmed alligators into the proper 
habitat and also make an effort to educate the landowners. Chairman Bowman stated the 
Department would be receptive to Mr. Joanen’s suggestion.

Mr. Joanen made a recommendation that if  additional hiring was needed, that two non
technical positions be filled and not biologists. He added this would bring the alligator crew to its 
minimum standards according to the law. Also, Mr. Joanen made a motion the Department should 
fill the vacant position vacated by the retirement of Mr. Larry McNease and leave it at Rockefeller 
Refuge. Mr. Sagrera seconded the motion. Chairman Bowman felt this was inappropriate and stated 
where people are located should be left to the Department’s discretion. Mr. Joanen stated a portion 
of 9 technical staff’s salaries are paid by the $4 tag fee and if there is a need for additional 
employment, he again recommended that two positions be filled on the non-technical end. But as 
far as the vacant position, Mr. Joanen felt you can not argue with the success of the alligator 
program. The program began at Rockefeller, and Mr. Joanen stated a change should not be made 
to something that is working. If that person was house somewhere else, he then stated that the 
process of alligator management would be crippled or delayed. Again, Mr. Joanen stated for the 
record he wanted to see that vacant position stay at Rockefeller. Chairman Bowman felt it was not 
the Legislature’s intent for the Task Force to mettle with the internal workings of the Department. 
Mr. Coulon stated, from the landowners recommendations, that any staffing for this program should 
be done by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. Also, the landowners recommended to 
continue fimding Rockefeller for research. Mr. Joanen asked Mr. Ensminger if the landowners 
recommendations were his recommendations? Mr. Ensminger stated he can see the Chairman’s 
point of how difficult it is for someone outside the agency to tell the Department how to manage 
their business. But, he agreed with Mr. Joanen that fracturing the program would make it difficult 
for the Department to accomplish the programs goals. Chairman Bowman stated the Department 
was not looking to fracture the program, but there may be a need to put additional people in one or 
two different spots. He agreed that the alligator program was a very successful program. Chairman 
Bowman stated he would accurately portray the recommendations of the Task Force, but would 
reserve the right to disagree with this motion. Mr. Sagrera asked if there was any way to pay a 
technical employee a higher salary so that person can stay in their jobs longer. Chairman Bowman 
explained Civil Service regulations and the competition for employees throughout the State. He 
added that government does not pay the same as private industry. Mr. Dupont asked if an employee 
is working in the Houma area, how come they can not stay overnight in a hotel? Mr. Savoie stated 
he knows that the employees are given the opportunity to stay overnight, but they do not choose to. 
Mr. Joanen stated the motion was to leave the administrative position for the alligator program at
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Rockefeller. Mr. Savoie asked Chairman Bowman why does he want to move the position from 
Rockefeller? Chairman Bowman stated the staff needs to look at the function the position would 
serve. He also noted most of the new program managers in the Department are located in Baton 
Rouge. The motion passed with four votes in favor, one vote against and one abstention.

Next Mr. Joanen asked for someone to explain the program of collecting alligator eggs on 
state land to the federal people. He felt the problem at the federal level was the high turn over rate 
and these new people do not know the program. Chairman Bowman stated he recently visited with 
the Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
mentioned this to them. He added that the federal government operates much differently than state 
government and operate under very cautiously. If they move too quickly, they feel they may lose 
the ability to harvest alligators on their properties. Mr. Joanen stated it took 18 years for the Fish 
& Wildlife Service to take a full tag allotment for Sabine National Wildlife Refuge.

Mr. Joanen made a recommendation that the Marsh Island and Salvador alligator hunts be 
conducted in the September harvest instead of July. Mr. Sagrera seconded the motion. Chairman 
Bowman stated the Department is looking to redesign the project and get it into the September 
timeframe harvest. He emphasized that the Department wanted to be very careful with the Deed of 
Donation and make sure not to violate it. The motion passed with five votes in favor and one 
abstention.

The final issue by Mr. Joanen was on the bar coding issue. He asked the state to investigate 
the feasibility of bar coding federally purchased tags and then put a state a state bar code. This 
would increase the accuracy and would reduce the amount of time the staff and dealers are reading 
the tags. Under Act 550, Louisiana purchased and designed the first alligator tag that is used 
throughout the world. Chairman Bowman stated the Department was in support of bar coding issue. 
The down side to this issue, is right now the Fish & Wildlife Service is providing the tags, and if the 
State pays for the bar coding, they may not pick up the costs again. But Chairman Bowman stated 
the Fish & Wildlife Service is looking at the cost for bar coding option in the bid specifications for 
this year. Mr. Sagrera stated he did not feel surplus funds should be spent looking into bar coding 
when the Fish & Wildlife Service is already doing that. Chairman Bowman stated he wanted to wait 
and see what the bid packages would be like. Also, in their meeting with the Fish & Wildlife 
Service, Chairman Bowman expressed problems from the tanners on the style and shape of the tags. 
Mr. Joanen stated the best bar coding is done in Paris, France, but he did not see why an American 
company could not have bar coding and the federal government pay that company.

Mr. Ensminger asked how did the Chairman plan to finalize the report? Chairman Bowman 
stated a two page report would be developed consisting of an introductory paragraph and a listing 
of all the resolutions and recommendations made by the Task Force. Then the minutes, agendas and 
list of attendees would be attached to that report as appendices. This would be sent to each member 
with a sheet to vote whether accept the report. Mr. Ensminger asked if the appendices would need 
to be mailed to the members? Chairman Bowman stated the members would be sent these minutes 
to be reviewed and approved, and the two or three page report for their approval. He felt there was 
no need for another meeting. Chairman Bowman expressed appreciation on behalf of the
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Department for the time each member took to attend the meetings and the valuable discussions that 
occurred.

A motion for Adjournment was made by Mr. Coulon.

Philip E. Bowman

PEB:sch
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has authority 
to manage the State's alligator program; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has over the 
past 35 years strived to develop and promote the 
alligator industry in the State; and

WHEREAS, the sustainable use management of alligators as developed 
in Louisiana provides incentives for conserving 
alligators, their wetland ecosystems, and wetlands 
biodiversity while concurrently providing economic and 
cultural benefits to the citizens of the state; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt the attached Notice of 
Intent to establish modifications to the Alligator

n./Je
Deparbrrient of 
Fisheries

ns, Jr., Secretary 
Wildlife and



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of intent to amend the regulations governing the Alligator 

Regulations (LAC 76:V.701).

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 

Chapter 7. Alligators 

§701. Alligator Regulations
* * *

3. General Rules

* * *

i . Transportation of alligator(s)— into this state 

without prior written approval of the Department is strictly 

prohibited. Violation of this subparagraph is a class 4 violation 

as— described in Title— 5-6v No personr firmr or corporation shall 

transport -into this state or possess whole alii gator (s) with skin 

onf alligator parts or alligator skins/hides unless that person, 

firm or corporation is a Louisiana licensed alligator parts dealer 

or fur dealer and is in immediate possession of an alligator parts 

dealer's license or fur dealer's licensef except that a copy of 

such license shall be sufficient during transportation only.



Personsf firms or corporations violating this Subparagraph shall he

siihiert to the nenalt-ies as nrovided in Title 56:34. a Class Four

violation: exrent. that, when such a violation involves alii oator

parts onlv such offenses sha11 be subiect to the penal t.i es as

provided in Title 56:32. a Class Two violation

* * *

p . For the purpose of bonafide educational or 

promotional functions ̂ including but not limited to school 

aotivities, civic groups,, fairs and festivals within the state of 

Louisiana,. an alligator farmer/rancher or his designee may 

transport his own live farm alligators or alligator eggs to such 

function without the need for a special permit from the Department 

while in possession of a valid nongame quadruped breeder's or 

exhibitor's license or copy thereof. Such farmer/rancher shall not 

barter, trade ̂ exchange or attempt to barter, trade or exchange 

live alligator(s) or alligator eggs while transporting to/or 

attending such function.

* * *

6. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging 

Requirements

* * *

b . Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon 

application to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. 

Applications for alligator tag allotments will be taken annually



beginning August 1 and ending 10 days after the season opens.— Tags 

w-i-1-1 -not be-loauod after the 10th day following July 1 5th and ending 

the day before the season opens. Tags will not be issued after 

close of business on the day prior to the season opening date.
* * *

9. Importation, Exportation, Purchase and Sale

a. Live alligators--- alligator— hides-- (raw— or

salted) ,— or parts of alligators, may be brought into the state only 

if the— alligators ,— alligator— hides— or— parts— erf— a-ll-fgators— were 

lawfully taken in another state or -country and the person, firm or 

corporation bringing the alligators-;— alligator— hides— (raw— or 

salted) ,— or alligator parts into the state has obtained written 

permission from the Department. Violation of this subparagraph is 

a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

* * *

11. Report Requirements

(b). Official shipping manifest including 

total length in inches for feet and inches) referenced to CITES tag 

number of each skin in shipment. A fully executed (filled out)



shipping manifest containing all information required in the 

buyer/dealer record may be substituted with Department approval for 

the buyer/dealer record requirement on farm raised alligator skins.

* * *

14. Alligator Egg Collection

* * *

j . The alligator egg collection permittee and the 

landowner are responsible for the return of the percentage of live 

alligators to the wild described on the alligator egg collection 

permit. This requirement is nontransferable. Minimum return rates 

will be based upon the state average hatching success which is 78 

percent. In no case shall the return rate be less than 14 percent 

at 48 inches total length. Each alligator shall be returned to the 

original egg collection area within a maximum time of two years 

from date of hatching. Each alligator shall be a minimum of 36" 

and a maximum of 60" (credit will not be given for inches above 

60") in size and the returned sex ratio should contain at least 50 

percent females. The alligator egg collection permittee/landowner 

are responsible for and must compensate in kind for alligator 

mortality which occurs for Department-authorized return to the wild 

alligators while being processed, stored, or transported. The 

Department shall be responsible for supervising the required return 

of these alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is

not required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered



to the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being

processed for wild release. Releases back to the wild will only 

occur between March 15 and September 30 August 25 of each calendar 

year provided that environmental conditions as determined by the 

Department are favorable for survival of the released alligators.

Ifiast ^ nf thp hntal nwpd for that vpar bv Apri 1 3 0: at least

annt-hpr Quarter bv June 15. at least another Quarter bv Jul V 31 ■

and thp rpmaindpr by Auemfit 9Rch A farmer mav do more than the

rpqiri rpd nnp-fourth of his rplpasps pariipr if avaliable

unscheduled days allow. Should an alligator egg collection 

permittee be unable to release the required number of alligators to 

the wild from his own stock, he shall be required to purchase 

additional alligators from another farmer to meet compliance with 

the alligator egg collection permit and these regulations, as 

supervised by the Department. Department-sanctioned participants 

in ongoing studies involving survivability and return rates are 

exempt from these requirements during the period of the study. 

Violation of this Subparagraph is a Class Four violation as 

described in Title 56.

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115,

R.S. 56:259, R. S.56:262, R.S. 56:263 and R.S. 56:280.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife



and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:1070

(December 1990), amended LR 17:892 (September 1991), LR 19:215 

(February 1993), LR 23:321 (March 1994), LR 26

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed rule to Mr. L. Brandt Savoie, Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, prior to May 4, 

2000.

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972 (B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS, 

THEREFORE

the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has authority 
to manage the State's alligator program; and

the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has over the 
past 35 years strived to develop and promote the 
alligator industry in the State; and

the sustainable use management of alligators as developed 
in Louisiana provides incentives for conserving 
alligators, their wetland ecosystems, and wetlands 
biodiversity while concurrently providing economic and 
cultural benefits to the citizens of the state; now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt the attached Notice of 
Intent to establish modifications to the Alligator 
Regulations.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of intent to amend the regulations governing the Alligator 

Regulations (LAC 76:V.701).

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 

Chapter 7. Alligators 

§701. Alligator Regulations
* * *

3. General Rules

* * *

i . Transportation of alligator(s) into this state 

w i t h o u t — p r i o r  written, approval o f  the Department i s strictly 

p r o h i b i t e d . V i o l a t i o n  o f  this subparagraph is a class 4 violation 

a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  T i t l e 5Q. No person, firm, or corporation shall 

transport into this state or possess whole alligator(s) with skin 

on. alligator parts or alligator skins/hides unless that person, 

firm or corporation is a Louisiana licensed alligator parts dealer 

or fur dealer and is in immediate possession of an alligator parts 

dealer's lirensA or fur dealer's licensef except that a copy of 

snoh license shall be sufficient during transportation only.

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission



Personsf firms or corporations violating this Subparagraph shall he

snbjeot to the penalties as provided in Title 56:34, a Class Four 

violation; except that when snoh a violation involves alligator 

parts only,- snoh offenses shall he subject to the penalties as 

provided in Title 56:32, a Class Two violation.

* * *

p . For the purpose of bonafide educational or

promotional rnnc-nons. inrinm no nnr nor.

activities, civic croups. fairs and festivals

iimiren ro scnooi

within the state of

Louisiana. an alliaator farmer/rancher or his desionee may

transport his own live farm alii aaf.ors or all icator eons to such

function without the need for a soecial permit from the Department

while in possession of a valid nonaame quadruped breeder's or

»vhibiton's license or conv thereof Such farmer/rancher shall not

barter, trade, exchance or attempt to barter trade or exchance

live alii cator(s) or alliaator eccs while transportinc to/or

attending suoh function

6. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging 

Requirements

* * *

b . Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon 

application to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. 

Applications for alligator tag allotments will be taken annually



beginning August 1 srtd snd.ing 10 “days s.f tsl- ths ssason opsns . Tags 

will not be issued after the 1-9^  day following July 15th and ending 

the day before the season opens. Tags will not be issued aft-A-r 

elose of hueineee on the day prior to the season opening date.

* * *

9. Importation, Exportation, Purchase and Sale

a. Live alligators- alligator— hides--(-raw— or

salted) , or parts of alligators, may be brought into the state only 

if the alligators, alligator hides or parts of alligators were 

lawfully taken-in another state or country and the person, firm or 

corporation bringing the alligators-— alligator— hides— (-raw— or 

salted) ,— or alligator parts into the state has obtained written 

permission from the Department. Violation of this subparagraph is 

a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

* * *

11. Report Requirements

n

* * *

(b) . Official shipping manifest including

total length in inches (nr feet and inchest referenced to OTTER tag 

number of each skin in shipment. A fully executed (filled out)



shipping manifest containing all information required in the 

buyer/dealer record may be substituted with Department approval for

the buyer/dealer record requirement on farm raised alligator skins.

* * *

14. Alligator Egg Collection

* * *

j . The alligator egg collection permittee and the 

landowner are responsible for the return of the percentage of live 

alligators to the wild described on the alligator egg collection 

permit. This requirement is nontransferable. Minimum return rates 

will be based upon the state average hatching success which is 78 

percent. In no case shall the return rate be less than 14 percent 

At 48 inches tote! length. Each alligator shall be returned to the 

original egg collection area within a maximum time of two years 

from date of hatching. Each alligator shall be a minimum of 36" 

and a maximum of 60" (credit will not be given for inches above 

60") in size and the returned sex ratio should contain at least 50 

percent females. The alligator egg collection permittee/landowner 

are responsible for and must compensate in kind for alligator 

mortality which occurs for Department-authorized return to the wild 

alligators while being processed, stored, or transported. The 

Department shall be responsible for supervising the required return 

of these alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is 

not required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered



to the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being

processed for wild release. Releases back to the wild will only 

occur between March 15 and September1-3-3 August 25 of each calendar 

year provided that environmental conditions as determined by the 

Department are favorable for survival of the released alligators. 

Any farmer who owes 1000 or more alligators at 48" must release at 

least % of the tot-.al owed for that year by April 30: at least

another quarter by .Tune 15. at least, another quarter by July 31; 

and the remainder by August 2 5th- A farmer may do more than the 

required one-fourth of his releases earlier if available 

unscheduled days allow. Should an alligator egg collection 

permittee be unable to release the required number of alligators to 

the wild from his own stock, he shall be required to purchase 

additional alligators from another farmer to meet compliance with 

the alligator egg collection permit and these regulations, as 

supervised by the Department. Department-sanctioned participants 

in ongoing studies involving survivability and return rates are 

exempt from these requirements during the period of the study. 

Violation of this Subparagraph is a Class Four violation as 

described in Title 56.

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115,

R.S. 56:259, R. S.56:262, R.S. 56:263 and R.S. 56:280.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife



and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:1070

(December 1990), amended LR 17:892 (September 1991), LR 19:215 

(February 1993), LR 23:321 (March 1994), LR 26. .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed rule to Mr. L. Brandt Savoie, Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, prior to May 4, 

2000 .

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



Report to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
on Act 37! of the 1997 Louisiana Legislature

March 2 . 2000

Experimental Two Year Spring Brown Shrimp Seasonin'Zone 2



Report to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Legislature of 1997 passed Act 871 directing the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission to open the inshore shrimp season in Zone 2 no later than the 
third Monday in May in 1998 and 1999 as an experiment. It also required the Commission 
to review the results of the experiment. This Act required that the 1998 season in Zone 2 
open no later than May 18, and the 1999 season open no later than May 17. As a result 
of scientific data collected by the Marine Fisheries Division, recommendations were made 
that the 1998 season open on May 18 and the 1999 season open on May 10. Thus the 
experiment had no effect on the opening dates for those two years.

Since the Zone concept was initiated in 1975, the average opening date for Zone 
2 has been the 18lh day of May. Since 1975, the Commission has opened Zone 2 on or 
before the third Monday in May 76% of the time. In the last 25 years the Commission has 
opened this area to shrimping, Zone 2 has opened the 2nd Monday in May almost one third 
(28%) of the time. Although not statutorily mandated, inshore shrimp seasons have 
historically opened on Mondays, with very few exceptions. Discourse with various sectors 
of the industry through the years has led to the traditional Monday opening.

The Marine Fisheries Division conducts extensive statewide preseason sampling 
to look at shrimp sizes and growing conditions. These data are used to project the 
recommended opening dates. Early sampling before the 1998 and 1999 season showed 
above average sizes and excellent growing conditions.

Spring time water temperatures were above average for the last two years. Warmer 
water temperatures produce larger shrimp earlier in the year, and typically an earlier 
opening date. In 1998 and 1999 , average brown shrimp sizes were above the twenty year 
average size. However, during a cooler year with commensurately slower shrimp growth, 
a law mandating an early season opening requirement could negatively impact shrimpers 
by producing smaller shrimp and less volume. Smaller shrimp are worth less, and harvest 
of shrimp smaller than 100 count per pound would leave less to grow to a larger, more 
valuable size.

The brown shrimp, the predominate species landed during the spring season, is 
actually several different cohorts, each recruited into the estuary progressively later. The 
goal of the Department in recommending a season opening date, is to determine the 
readiness of the entire crop, not just the first recruits. Long-term sampling has shown that 
there can be a great variability in shrimp sizes even within zones. This is why on opening 
day, every shrimp is not exactly 80-100 throughout an entire area. Because of the mesh 
size of commercial trawls, shrimpers may only the larger first group of shrimp,’ when 
actually more smaller shrimp are still in the estuary and need protection.

The Commission considers all o t the social and economic factors along with the 
recommendations of the Department including the needs of the different types of 
harvesters that participate in the shrimp fishery. Typically, those with smaller sized boats 
want an earlier opening to harvest shrimp in the smaller bays and bayous while those with



larger boats that work offshore generally prefer a later opening. The Commission receives 
this important public input at the May Commission meeting.

Because the Commission opened the 1998 season in Zone 2 on May 18 and on 
May 10 in 1999, and did not modify its date because of the experimental statute, the 
Division concluded that there was no effect on the season because of the experiment 
because it had no bearing on the opening date during this two-year experimental period.



OPENING DATES OF BROWN SHRIMP SEASON

Early 40'3 April

Lace 40 ' S April

Early 50'5 May

Lace 50 1 s May-

1957 May

1958 May

1959 May

1960 May

1961 May

1962

1963 May

1964 May

1965 May

1966 May

1967 May

1968 May

1969 May

1970 May

1971 May

1972 May

1973 May

1974 May

1975 Zone 1 June
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1976 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May

May 2 : 5 0 days

June 12 5 0 days

J une 29 5 0 days

July 13 5 0 days

July 13 50 days

July 13 50 days

July 13 50 days

July 13 50 days

July 13 50 days

July 15 62 days

July 15 62 days

July 15 62 days

July 15 62 days

July 15 62 days

July 15 57 days

July 16 60 days

Aug. 3 63 days
July 17 60 days
July 31 74 days

July 26* 60 days
July 9 61 days

X

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

20

25

18

17

15

25

13

.2
19
19

28
10



* Special season and/or season

1977 Zone i May
Zone 2 May-
Zone 3 May

1978 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1979 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 June

1980 Zone 1 June
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 June

1981 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1982 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1983 Zone 1 June
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 June

1984 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1985 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1986 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1987 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1988 Zone 1 Wed. May
Zone 2 Mon. May
Zone 3 Wed. May

1989 Zone 1 June

July 1 2 5 0 days
July 4 days
July 13* 5 0 days

July 3 0 63 days
July 13 50 days
July 13* 46 days

July 18 52 days
July 3 51 days
July 30 47 days
July 3* 32 days
July 3 41 days
July 18* 47 days

July 19 63 days
July 8 52 days
July 8 52 days
July 24* 62 days
July 12 57 days
July 24 62 days

July 22* 40 days
July 8 47 days
July 22* 40 days

July 28* 65 days
July 14 55 days
July 14* 51 days

July 23* 65 days
July 8 50 days
July 15* 52 days

July 25* 68 days
Jun 30/Jul 3 53/56 days
July 3 46 days

July 14* 51 days
Jul l/Jul 14 38/51 days
July 14* 51 days

July 31 68 days
July 8 54 days
Jul 11/Jul 17 48/54 days

July 24

1

1 5
3 0

29*
25*
29*

23
14
14

2
24
2

18
18
18*

24
17
24

13
23
13*

25*
21
25*

20
20
25*

19
9

19

25
25
25*

25
16
25

5* 50 days



Zone 2 May
Zone 3 z.

1990 Zone - Mac" 1 _ z 2 i a • s

Zone' 2 Sac . May 12 uuno : days
Zone 3 Wed. Mac- 5 3 da-.'s

Special season and/or season extension

1991 Zone 1 May 30 July 19* ** 51 days
Zone 2 May 15 July 3 4 9 days
Zone 3 May 30* July 13 45 days

1992 Zone 1 . June l- July 21* 51 days
Zone 2 May 18 July 3 47 days
Zone 3 June 1 July 11* 41 days

1993 Zone 1 June 7 Jul 23/Aug 6* 47/61 days
Zone 2 May 31/Jun 7 Jul 9/Jul 13 40/44 days
Zone 3 June 7 July 17 41 days

1994 Zone 1 May 30 Jul 15/30* 47/62 days
Zone 2 May 16 Jul 1 45 days
Zone 3 May 30 Jul 31 62 days

1395 Zone 1 May 15 July 3/15* 54/61 days
Zone 2 May 15 July 1 47 days
Zone 3 May- 29 July 15 47 days

1996 Zone 1 Wed. May 29 July 22 54 days
Zone 2 Wed. May 29 July 07 40 days
Zone 3 Wed. May 29 July 15 47 days

1997 Zone 1 May 19 July 21*
Zone 2 May 19 July 08 50 days
Zone 3 May 26 July 25

1998 Zone 1 May 24 July 27*
Zone 2 May 17 June 30
Zone 3 May 17 July 06

1999 Zone 1 May 10/17 July 19*
Zone 2 May X 10 June 28
Zone 3 May 17 July 06

* Special season and/or season extension
** partial opening of zone



ENROLLED

Regular Session, 1997

SENATE BILL NO. 270

BY SENATORS ULLO AND ROBICHAUX

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 56;497(A)(2), relative to the saltwater shrimp 

season; to provide for an experimental two year brown shrimp season 

in Zone 2; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 56:497(A)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted to read 

as follows:

§497. Saltwater shrimp seasons; bait shrimp 

A. * * *

(2) The open seasons for all or part of the state waters shall be 

fixed by the commission, with the exception of the spring brown 

shrimp season in that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to the 

western shore of Vermillion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island, 

which shall open no later than the third Monday in May for a two year 

period to include the 1998 and the 1999 seasons. This two year period 

shall serve as a trial period to be reviewed by the commission at the 

close o f the 1999 season.

P a g e  1 o f  2



SB NO. 270

* * *

Section 2. This Act shall become effective on May 15, 1998.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:

Ponti O ~ r



RESOLUTION

Extension of Oyster Season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservations East of the Mississippi River

and in Hackberry Bay

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the present oyster season on the Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds and Oyster Seed Reservations east of the 
Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 
Reservation is scheduled to close % hour after sunset 
April 1, 2000, and

WHEREAS, RS 56:433 B(l) allows the Commission to extend the oyster 
season on these grounds.

WHEREAS, there has been an unusually high spat set within areas of 
extremely high salinities due to the present drought 
conditions in Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, it is determined that sufficient quantities of oysters 
are available to accommodate additional harvest in these 
areas, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Oyster Task Force, at it's February 
meeting, recommended a 15 day extension to the grounds 
east of the Mississippi, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission extends the oyster season on the Public Oyster 
Seed Grounds and Oyster Seed Reservations east of the 
Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 
Reservation to one-half hour after sunset April 2000.

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
oyster season

a Declaration of Emergency extending the 
is attached to and made a part of this

Jag^s^HCydenkinyf Jr., Secretary 
Department ofWildlife and 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the

authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a) and R.S. 56:433, notice is hereby

given that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares:

The oyster season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds and Oyster

Seed Reservations east of Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay

Oyster Seed Reservation is to be extended to one-half hour after

sunset April 2000.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

Extension of Oyster Season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservations East of the Mississippi River

and in Hackberry Bay

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the present oyster season on the Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds and Oyster Seed Reservations east of the 
Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 
Reservation is scheduled to close % hour after sunset 
April 1, 2000, and

WHEREAS, RS 56:433 B (1) allows the Commission to extend the oyster 
season on these grounds,

WHEREAS, there has been an unusually high spat set within areas of 
extremely high salinities due to the present drought 
conditions in Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, it is determined that sufficient quantities of oysters 
are available to accommodate additional harvest in these 
areas, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Oyster Task Force, at it's February 
meeting, recommended a 15 day extension to the grounds 
east of the Mississippi, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission extends the oyster season on the Public Oyster 
Seed Grounds and Oyster Seed Reservations east of the 
Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 
Reservation to one-half hour after sunset April 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency extending the 
oyster season is attached to and made a part of this 
resolution.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the

authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a) and R.S. 56:433, notice is hereby

given that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares:

The oyster season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds and Oyster

Seed Reservations east of Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay

Oyster Seed Reservation is to be extended to one-half hour after

sunset April 15, 2000.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

Size and Creel Limits on Miscellaneous Reef Fishes

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the reef fish fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast 
of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission (LWFC) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has recently implemented a final rule that amends 
Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish regulations in the Federal 
waters off the state of Louisiana effective November 24, 
1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for 
saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement, and

WHEREAS, the primary fishery for the affected reef fishes is in 
Federal waters off of Louisiana,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession 
and harvest of reef fish in Louisiana waters by: 
establishing size and creel limits for banded rudderfish, 
lesser • amberjack, gray triggerfish, and hogfish; 
establishing size limits for cubera snapper, dog snapper, 
mahogany snapper, mutton snapper, schoolmaster, and 
scamp; establishing creel limits for speckled hind, 
warsaw grouper. Vermilion snapper, lane snapper, almaco 
jack, goldface tilefish, tilefish, blackline tilefish, 
anchor tilefish, and blueline tilefish; removing size 
limits for jewfish and Nassau grouper, and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon 
promulgation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.335, changing the 

minimum size limits and recreational bag limits for the harvest of 

reef fish and adding, deleting, or reorganizing list. Authority 

for adoption of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:6 (25) (a) , 

56:326.1, and 56:326.3. Said Rule is attached to and made a part 

of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§335. Reef Fish - Daily Take, Possession and Size Limits Set by 

Commission

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 

hereby adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the 

harvest of triggerfishes (excluding queen triggerfish) r amberjacks, 

grunts, wrasses, snappers, groupers, sea basses, tilefishes, and 

porgies within and without Louisiana's territorial waters:

Species Recreational Bag Limits

1. Red Snapper 4 fish per person per day

2 .

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Queen, mutton, 10 fish per person per day



schoolmaster, blackfin, 

cubera, gray, dog, mahogany, 

silk, yellowtail snappers, 

and wenchman

3. Vermilion snapper, lane

snapper, gray triggerfish, 

almaco jack, goldface 

tilefish, tilefish, 

blackline tilefish, 

anchor tilefish, 

blueline tilefish

13-. All groupers

54-. Greater amber jack

6. Banded rndderfish and 

lesser amberjack

7. Hogfish

H . Species

I. Red Snapper

(in aggregate)

20 per person per day (in 

aggregate)

5 fish per person per day (in 

aggregate) excluding jewfish 

and Nassau grouper and with 

not more than 1 speckled hind 

and 1 warsaw grouper per 

vessel

1 fish per person per day 

5 fish per person per day (in 

aggregate)

5 fish per person per day

* * *

Minimum Size Limits 

16 inches total length



(Recreational)

2. Gray, mutton , 

yellowtail, cubera f 

dog, mahogany snapper 

and schoolmaster

3. Lane snapper

4. Mutton snapper 

56-. Vermilion snapper 

£4-. Red, gag, black and

yellowfin and nassau 

grouper 

7. Scamp 

5-r Jewf ish

££. Greater amberjack

£9. Black seabass

11. Banded rudderfish 

and lesser amberjack

12. Gray triggerfiah

15 inches total length (Commercial) 

12 inches total length

8 inches total length 

15 inches total length 

10 inches total length 

20 inches total length

16 inches total length

5-0 inches total length

28 inches fork length(recreational)

36 inches fork length (commercial)

8 inches total length 

12 inches fork length 

14 inches fork length (minimum 

size); 22 inches fork length 

(maximum size)

12 inches total length 

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.



56:6(25) (a), R . S . 56:326.1 and R.S. 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:539 (June 

1990), amended LR 19:1442 (November 1993), LR 20:797 (July 1994), 

LR 21:1267 (November 1995), LR 22:860 (September 1996), LR 24:1138 

(June 1998), LR 24:1139 (June 1998), LR 24:1972 (October 1998), LR 

26: , LR 26:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972 (B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.



Chairman



RESOLUTION

Size and Creel Limits on Miscellaneous Reef Fishes

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the reef- fish fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast 
of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission (LWFC) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has recently implemented a final rule that amends 
Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish regulations in the Federal 
waters off the state of Louisiana effective November 24, 
1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for 
saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement, and

WHEREAS, the primary fishery for the affected reef fishes is in 
Federal waters off of Louisiana,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession 
and harvest of reef fish in Louisiana waters by: 
establishing size and creel limits for banded rudderfish, 
lesser • amberjack, gray triggerfish, and hogfish; 
establishing size limits for cubera snapper, dog snapper, 
mahogany snapper, mutton snapper, schoolmaster, and 
scamp; establishing creel limits for speckled hind, 
warsaw grouper, Vermilion snapper, lane snapper, almaco 
jack, goldface tilefish, tilefish, blackline tilefish, 
anchor tilefish, and blueline tilefish; removing size 
limits for jewfish and Nassau grouper, and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon 
promulgation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. 
Chairman

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.335, changing the 

minimum size limits and recreational bag limits for the harvest of 

reef fish and adding, deleting, or reorganizing list. Authority 

for adoption of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:6(25) (a), 

56:326.1, and 56:326.3. Said Rule is attached to and made a part 

of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§335. Reef Fish - Daily Take, Possession and Size Limits Set by 

Commission

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 

hereby adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the 

harvest of triggerfishes (excluding queen triggerfish) , amberjacks, 

grunts, wrasses, snappers, groupers, sea basses, tilefishes, and 

porgies within and without Louisiana's territorial waters:

Species Recreational Bag Limits

1. Red Snapper 4 fish per person per day

2 .

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Queen, mutton, 10 fish per person per day



schoolmaster, blackfin, (in aggregate)

cubera, gray, dog, mahogany, 

silk, yellowtail snappers, 

and wenchman

3. Vermilion snapper, lane

snapper, grey triggerfish 

almaco jack, goldface 

tilefish, tilefish, 

blackline tilefish, 

anchor tilefish, 

blueline tilefish 

All groupers

54-. Greater amber jack

6. Banded rudderfish and 

lesser amberjack

7. Hogfish

20 per person per day fin 

aggregate)

5 fish per person per day (in 

aggregate) excluding jewfish 

and Nassau grouper and with 

not more than 1 speckled hind 

and 1 Warsaw grouper per 

vessel

1 fish per person per day 

5 fish per person per day (in 

aggregate)

5 fish per person per day

H . Species

I. Red Snapper

Minimum Size Limits 

16 inches total length



(Recreational)

3 .

ae.

£A.

5-T

ae.

a?. 

10 .

12*

Gray, mutton, 

yellowtail, 

dogf mahogany snapper 

and school master 

Lane snapper 

Mutton snapper 

Vermilion snapper 

Red, gag, black and

grouper

Scamp

Jewfish

Greater amberjack

Black seabass 

Hogfish

Banded rudderfish 

and lesser amberjack

Gray triggerflsh

15 inches total length (Commercial) 

12 inches total length

8 inches total length 

16 inches total length 

10 inches total length 

20 inches total length

16 inches total length 

50 inches total-length 

28 inches fork length(recreational) 

36 inches fork length (commercial)

8 inches total length 

12 inches fork length 

14 inches fork length (minimum 

size); 22 inches fork length

12 inches total length

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.



56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:326.1 and R.S. 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:539 (June 

1990), amended LR 19:1442 (November 1993), LR 20:797 (July 1994), 

LR 21:1267 (November 1995), LR 22:860 (September 1996), LR 24:1138 

(June 1998), LR 24:1139 (June 1998), LR 24:1972 (October 1998), LR 

26: , LR 26:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.



Chairman



RESOLUTION

Size Limits of King and Spanish Mackerel and Gobia

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf 
Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has recently implemented a final rule changing the 
minimum size limit requirement for the harvest of king 
mackerel in Federal waters off the state of Louisiana 
effective September 20, 1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for 
saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement, and

WHEREAS, the primary fishery for the affected species is in 
Federal waters off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, the minimum size limits and measurement requirements for 
Spanish mackerel (14 inches total length to 12 inches 
fork length, roughly the same) and cobia (37 inches total 
length to 33 inches fork length, roughly the same) would 
also change, and

WHEREAS, approximately ninety percent of the commercial king 
mackerel harvest is greater than 24 inches fork length 
and the average recreational harvest size is estimated to 
be 40 inches fork length,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession



and harvest of king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, and cobia 
in Louisiana waters by changing the minimum size limit 
and measurement requirements for these species, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon 
promulgation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Jr.



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.323, changing the 

minimum size limit and measurement requirements for the harvest of 

cobia, Spanish mackerel, and king mackerel. Authority for adoption 

of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:326.1 and R.S. 56:326.3. Said 

Rule is attached to and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§323. Size Limits of King and Spanish Mackerel and Cobia

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 

adopt the following rules and regulations establishing size limits: 

1. The minimum legal size for possession of Spanish 

mackerel (Scomberomorus maculatus) shall be 12 inches fork length 

and king mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla) shall be 24 inches fork 

1ength whether caught within or without the territorial waters of 

Louisiana shall— be— ±4— inches— total— length. No person shall

possess, sell f barterr trade or exchange or attempt to sellr 

barter, trade or exchange Spanish mackerel or king mackerel less

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

than the minimum size requirements



2. The minimum legal size for possession of cobia 

(Parhyn^nl-ron nanarium) whether caught within or without the 

territorial waters of Louisiana shall be 33. inches fork total 

length. No person shall possess aell, barter, trade or exchange or 

attempt to sell, barter, trade or exchange cobia less than the 

minimum size requirements.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:326.1 

and R.S. 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 13:502 

(September 1987), amended LR 17:207 (February 1991), LR 26: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby



issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

Size Limits of King and Spanish Mackerel and Cobia

adopted-by the.
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

. March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the king mackerel fishery in the Gulf.of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf 
Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has recently implemented a final rule changing the 
minimum size limit requirement for the harvest of king 
mackerel in Federal waters off the state of Louisiana 
effective September 20, 1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for 
saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement, and

WHEREAS, the primary fishery for the affected species is in 
Federal waters off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, the minimum size limits and measurement requirements for 
Spanish mackerel (14 inches total length to 12 inches 
fork length, roughly the same) and cobia (37 inches total 
length to 33 inches fork length, roughly the same) would 
also change, and

WHEREAS, approximately ninety percent of the commercial king 
mackerel harvest is greater than 24 inches fork length 
and the average recreational harvest size is estimated to 
be 40 inches fork length,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession



and harvest of king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, and cobia 
in Louisiana waters by changing the minimum size limit 
and measurement requirements' for these species, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent 
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon 
promulgation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. 
Chairman

James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary



The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.323, changing the 

minimum size limit and measurement requirements for the harvest of 

cobia, Spanish mackerel, and king mackerel. Authority for adoption 

of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:326.1 and R.S. 56:326.3. Said 

Rule is attached to and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§323. Size Limits of King and Spanish Mackerel and Cobia

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 

adopt the following rules and regulations establishing size limits: 

1. The minimum legal size for possession of Spanish 

mackerel (scnmheromorus macnlatus) shall bm 12 inches fork length 

and king mackerel (Scomharomorns caval1a) shall be 24 inches fork 

length whether caught within or without the territorial waters of 

Louisiana shaid— be— ±4— inches— total— length. No person shall

possess. sell . barter. trade nr exchange nr attempt to sell . 

barter, trade or exchange Spanish mackerel or king mackerel less

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

than the minimum size requirements



2. The minimum legal size for possession of cobia 

(Ranhycpnr.ron canadum) whether caught within or without the 

territorial waters of Louisiana shall be 33. 3? inches fork total 

length. No person shall possess sellr barter, trade or exchange or 

attempt to sell, barter, trade or exchange cobia less than the 

minimum size requirements.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:326.1 

and R.S. 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 13:502 

(September 1987), amended LR 17:207 (February 1991), LR 26: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby



issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

Prohibit Harvest and Possession of Nassau Grouper

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the reef fish fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast 
of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission (LWFC) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has implemented a final rule that prohibits the 
harvest and possession of Nassau Grouper in the Federal 
waters off the state of Louisiana effective April 24, 
1997, and

WHEREAS, Nassau grouper has been designated by NMFS as overfished 
under the provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and is 
a candidate on the list of threatened or endangered 
species under the Endangered Species Act, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for 
saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession 
harvest of reef fish in Louisiana waters by prohibiting 
the harvest and possession of Nassau grouper, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent 
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon
promulgation, and

BE IT



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Secretary
Thyzrfnas M.NGattle, Jr. 
Chairman \



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.337, prohibiting the 

take and possession of Nassau grouper (Epinephelus_. striatus) . 

Authority for adoption of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:325.1 

and R.S. 56:326.3. Said Rule is attached to and made a part of 

this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§337. Taking and Possession of Jewfish and Nassau Grouper 

Prohibited

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

prohibits the taking and possession of jewfish (Epinephelus 

itajara) and Nassau grouper (Eoineohelus striatus) from within or 

without Louisiana waters.

No person shall take, transport or possess within the 

territorial jurisdiction of the state of Louisiana jewfish 

itaiara) and Nassau grouper (Epinephelus striatus). 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:325.1

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

and R.S. 56:326.3.



HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:1070 

(December 1990), amended LR 19:1442 (November 1993), LR 26: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

Prohibit Harvest and Possession of Nassau Grouper

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

March 2, 2000

WHEREAS, the reef fish fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast 
of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission (LWFC) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, NMFS has implemented a final rule that prohibits the 
harvest and possession of Nassau Grouper in the Federal 
waters off the state of Louisiana effective April 24, 
1997, and

WHEREAS, Nassau grouper has been designated by NMFS as overfished 
under the provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and is 
a candidate on the list of threatened or endangered 
species under the Endangered Species Act, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set size and possession limits for 
saltwater finfish based upon biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Council and NMFS have requested that Louisiana 
implement consistent regulations in State waters to 
enhance enforcement,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
• Commission does hereby promulgate a notice of intent to 
amend the published regulations concerning the possession 
harvest of reef fish in Louisiana waters by prohibiting 
the harvest and possession of Nassau grouper, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the complete copy of the Notice of Intent 
and proposed rule are attached to and made part of this 
resolution, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, this Rule shall become effective upon
promulgation, and

BE IT



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr. 
Chairman

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.337, prohibiting the 

take and possession of Nassau grouper (Epjnephelus striatusl. 

Authority for adoption of this Rule is included in R.S. 56:326.1 

and R.S. 56:326.3. Said Rule is attached to and made a part of 

this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§3 37. Taking and Possession of Jewfish and Nassau Grouper 

Prohibited

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

prohibits the taking and possession of jewfish (Epinephelus 

itaj ara) and Nassau grouper (Epinenhelus striatns) from within or 

without Louisiana waters.

No person shall take, transport or possess within the 

territorial jurisdiction of the state of Louisiana jewfish 

(Eninenhelns itaiaral and Nassau grouper (Eninenhelus striatus).

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:325.1

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

and R.S. 56:326.3.



HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:1070 

(December 1990), amended LR 19:1442 (November 1993), LR 26: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed Rule to: Randy Pausina, Marine Fisheries Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000, prior to Wednesday, May 3, 2000.

In accordance with Act#1183 of 1999, the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M . Gattle, Jr.

Chairman



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 

of its intent to amend the regulations on Type IV Personal 

Flotation Devices (PFDs).

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XI. Boating

Chapter 1. Flotation Devices, Fire Extinguishers, Flame Arrestors

and Ventilation

§103. Flotation Devices
* * *

B . Regulations prescribed by the commission as to the type 

and number of personal flotation devices required on recreational 

boats while a watercraft is in use on the waters of this state are 

as follows:

1. Class A Watercraft (less than 16 feet in length). 

Shall carry at least one, type I, II, or III -— or— IV personal 

flotation device for each person on board. The P.F.D. must bear 

the U.S. Coast Guard approval number and must be of the appropriate 

sizes and serviceable.

* * *

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 34:851.24



HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 11:705 (July 

1985), amended LR 26: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed Rule to: Mr. Robert Duthu, Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, Enforcement Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898- 

9000, prior to Thursday, May 4, 2000.

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.

Chairman



E N F O R C E M E N T  C A S E  R E P O R T

FEBRUARY 2000



1

REGION 1: PARISHES: BIENVILLE, BOSSIER,
CADDO, CLAIBORNE, 
DESOTO, RED RIVER, 
WEBSTER

TOTAL CASES 91

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

26 Boating

19 Angling W/O A License

2 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

17 Fish W/O A Resident Pole License

8 Take Game Fish Illegally

1 Possession Over Limit Freshwater Game Fish

1 Failure To Have Commercial License In Possession

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

3 Sell Fish W/O Retail Seafood License

1 Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

1 Hunt W/O A Resident License

2 Hunt W/O Unplugged Gun

1 Hunt MGB W/O A State Stamp

2 Hunt Deer Illegal Hours

2 Hunt Deer From Public Road

1 Violate MGB Federal Stamp Regulation



2

1 Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Area

1 Resisting An Officer

1 Littering

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 45 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

24 Boating Safety

20 Angling W/O A License

1 Not Abiding By Rules & Regs. On WMA

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

3 bream; 1 black bass; 75 yds. gill webbing; 1 doe deer; 1 shotgun; 70 crappie; 5 rod & reel 
combinations; 10 sand bass.



3

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 1
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

26 Boating

6 Commercial Fishing

2 Federal Migratory

1 Littering

1 Miscellaneous

47 Recreational Fishing

8 State Hunting/Trapping

45 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

00 Public Assistance



4

REGION 2: PARISHES: E. CARROL, JACKSON,
LINCOLN, MOREHEAD, 
QUACHITA, RICHLAND 
UNION, W. CARROLL

TOTAL
CASES

66

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

14 Boating

11 Angle Without A Resident License

3 Angle Without A Non-resident License

2 Littering

1 Hunt Migratory Game Bird (MGB) Illegal Hours

3 Hunt Ducks Closed Season

3 Hunt MGB From Public Road

3 Hunt MGB From Vehicle

1 Hunt MGB With Illegal Weapon

1 Hunt Without Resident License

1 Hunt deer Closed Season

1 Take Deer With Illegal Weapon

11 Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations On WMA

1 Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia

1 Possession of Marijuana

1 Improper Lane Usage



5

2 DWI (Vehicle)

3 ATV On Public Road

3 Possess Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 24 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Improper Fire Extinguisher

1 Failure To Wear Hunter’s Orange

6 Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations On WMA

9 Angle Without A Resident License

2 Failure To Comply With PFD Requirements

1 No Boat Registration In Possession

1 Hunt Without Resident License

1 Improper Boat Numbers

1 No PFD On Child Under 13

1 Operate Unregistered Motor Boat

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1- .22 rifle, 3- shotguns, 2-wood ducks, 1-Louisiana Driver’s License, 1-resident hunting 
license, 1-bag of marijuana and drug paraphernalia, 1 -deer meat and parts from one deer.



6

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

14 Boating

-0- Commercial Fishing

11 Federal Migratory

2 Littering

8 Miscellaneous

14 Recreational Fishing

17 State Hunting/Trapping

24 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

30 Public Assistance (Assist Stranded Motorist and Boaters; and Assistance 
During Ice Storm As Needed.)



7

REGION 3: PARISHES: AVOYELLES, GRANT,
NATCHITOCHES, RAPIDES 
SABINE, VERNON, WINN

TOTAL
CASES

78

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

20 Boating

33 Angling W/O A License

1 Allow Another To Use Recreational License

2 Take Game Fish Illegally (Hoop Net Leads)

1 Possess Overlimit Freshwater Game Fish (Black Bass)

2 Angling W/O Non-Resident License

2 Hunt M.G.B. Illegal Hours

1 Hunt Raccoons Illegally

1 Use Illegal Scope On Muzzleloader

2 Take Commercial Fish W/O License

2 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

2 Use Lead Net In Other Than Overflow Region

4 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations

3 Littering

2 Possession Of Schedule I (Marijuana)



8

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 29 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

12 Angling W/O License In Possession

5 Possess Undersize Black Bass

6 Boating

6 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1 250’ monofilament gill net, 4 wood ducks, 1 raccoon, and 1 black bass.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

20 Boating

6 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

3 Littering

2 Miscellaneous

39 Recreational Fishing

8 State Hunting/Trapping

29 Warning Citations



9

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance
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REGION 4: PARISHES: CALDWELL, CATAHOULA,
CONCORDIA, FRANKLIN 
LASALLE, MADISON, 
TENSAS

TOTAL CASES 73

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

16 Boating

15 Angling W/O A License

3 Angling W/O A Non Resident License

1 Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

3 Take Game Fish Illegally

1 Not Abiding By Commission Rules &  Regulations Commercial Fish 
(Spoonbill Catfish)

1 Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

2 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

3 Use Lead Nets In Other Than Overflow Region

7 Hunting From Moving Vehicle

1 Hunting W/Unplugged Gun

4 Hunt Wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours

2 Hunt From Public Road, Right Of Way

5 Hunt Or Take Deer Closed Season

4 Hunt Or Take Deer Illegal Hours

2 Hunt O r Take Deer From Public Road
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2 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On WMA

1 Operating Vehicle While Intoxicated

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 5 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

5 Boating

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

62 crappie, 3 gar, 2 buffalo, 2 deer, 1 shotgun, 1 spotlight, 1 rifle, 7 hoop nets.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

16 Boating

11 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

1 Miscellaneous

18 Recreational Fishing

27 State Hunting/Trapping

5 Warning Citations



12

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

2 Public Assistance
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REGION 5
BEAUREGARD, CALCASIEU 
CAMERON, EVANGELINE 
JEFF DAVIS, VERMILLION

TOTAL
CASES

137

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

21 Boating

16 Angling W/O A License

3 Angling W/O A License -  Non-Resident

4 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1 Fail To Have Intact (Saltwater)

1 Possess Freshwater Trout W/O Freshwater Trout License

1 Take O r Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

1 Sell And/Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealers 
License

2 Violate Crab Trap Escape Ring Requirements

2 Chicot Lake — Closed Or Restricted Area

6 Hunting W/O Resident License

3 Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

3 Hunting Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light

2 Hunt, Stand, Or Loiter From Public Road

2 Hunt Migratory Game Bird W/O State Stamp

2 Fail To Wear Hunters Orange



1 Hunt Raccoons Or Opossums Illegally

1 Possession Of Live Alligators W/O Permit

1 Take Non-Game Quadrupeds Illegally

1 Violate Migratory Game Bird Federal Stamp Requirements

1 Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

2 Hunting Migratory Game Birds With Unplugged Gun

2 Hunting Migratory Game Birds Illegal Hours

3 Hunting Migratory Game Birds Over Baited Area

4 Hunting Migratory Game Birds From A Vehicle

2 Hunting Migratory Game Birds From A Vehicle

9 Possess Untagged Migratory Game Birds

5 Possess Untagged Migratory Game Birds

2 Possession Over The 2-Day Limit Of Migratory Game Birds

1 Wanton Waste Of Migratory Game Birds

1 Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Area Only

2 Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Area Only

2 Transport Illegally Taken Migratory Game Birds

2 Taking Canada Geese In Restricted Or Closed Area

2 Hunting Doves Closed Season

2 Hunting Geese Closed Season
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3 Possess Over Limit Of Geese

1 Hunt Migratory Game Birds W/O State Stamp

1 Hunt Migratory Game Birds W/O Hunting License

5 Hunt Migratory Game Birds From Public Road

1 Hunt Migratory Game Birds From Public Road

1 Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

7 Miscellaneous Federal Violations

1 Operating Vehicle While Intoxicated

1 Driving W/O An Operators License

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 11 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

7 Boating

2 Angling W/O A License

1 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1 Fail To Comply With Hunters Safety Regulations



16

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

6 ducks; 3 coots; 1 alligator RTW; 40 geese; 43 nutria & 2 raccoons sold for $68.50; 1 gun; 
39 sales receipts; 8 red snapper fillets; 1 grouper fillet; 9 boxes crabs RTW; 3 crab traps.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

21 Boating

6 Commercial Fishing

50 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

3 Miscellaneous

25 Recreational Fishing

32 State Hunting/T rapping

11 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance
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REGION 6: PARISHES: IBERIA, IBERVILLE,
LAFAYETTE, PT.COUPEE 
ST.LANDRY, W.B.ROUGE

TOTAL CASES 213

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

64 Boating

74 Angling W/O A License

3 Hunting W/O Resident License

1 Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

1 Hunt W/O Muzzleloader license

3 Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

5 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

2 Take/Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

12 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2 Hunt With Unplugged Gun

3 Hunt O r Discharge Firearm From Levee Road

6 Hunt Raccoons Illegally

4 Hunt From Moving Vehicle

2 Possess Overlimit Of Ducks

1 Possession Of Untagged Deer

1 Illegal Possession Of Marijuana
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1 Hunt W/O Non-Resident License

1 Spotlighting From A Public Road

2 Sell/Buy Fish W/O Retail Seafood Dealers License

3 Use Illegal Mesh Nets

8 Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1 Failure To Report Commercial Fisheries Data

1 Use Elevated Trot Lines

1 Littering

3 Angling W/O Non-Resident License

1 Resisting An Officer

2 Take Commercial Bait Species W/O Commercial License

3 Take Game Fish Illegally

1 Violate Crab Trap Escape Ring Requirements

1 Misrepresentation During Issuance Of Misdemeanor

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 28 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

16 Boating

1 Fail To Wear Hunter Orange

6 Angling W/O License

3 Use WMA W/O Stamp Or License
2 Take Illegal Size Bass



19

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

22 bass, 6 boxes of crabs, 1 ice chest with 1 deer cut up, 6 wood ducks, 1 marijuana 
cigarette, 13 shad, 1785 lb. Buffalo garfish shad, 118 lb. Catfish, 1000 ft. purse seine, check 
for $237.50,1 garfish, 6 sac-a-lait, 50 lbs. Crabs, 2 crab traps.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

64 Boating

20 Commercial Fishing

2 Federal Migratory

1 Littering

4 Miscellaneous

100 Recreational Fishing

22 State Hunting/Trapping

28 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

1 Public Assistance
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REGION 7: PARISHES: ASCENSION, E.B. ROUGE,
E. FELICIANA, LIVINGSTON, 
ST. HELENA, ST. TAMMANY, 
TANGIPAHOA, WASHINGTON, 
W. FELICIANA

TOTAL CASES 136

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

31 Boating

56 Angling W/O A License

8 Angling W/O Non-Resident License

4 Angling W/O Pole License

4 Sell or buy Seafood W/O Wholesale-Retail License

1 Buy Commercial fish From UnLicensed Fisherman

1 Buy permitted Species from Un-Permitted Fishermen

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

1 Buy From Un-Licensed Non-Resident Dealer

2 Fail to Maintain Records

4 Hunt Wild Quadrepeds Illegal hours

2 Hunt from a moving vehicle

2 Hunt from a Public Road

1 Hunt W/O Muzzloader License

1 Hunt W/Un-Plugged Gun
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1 Take Non-Game Quadruped Illegally

1 Take Non-Game Bird

1 Possess Fur Bearing Animal W/O License

1 Take Turkey Closed Season

1 Possession of Stolen Things Over $500.00

1 Possession of Boat with Serial Number Removed

2 Possess Firearm in a State Park

7 Fail to Abide By Rules and Regulations of W.M.A

2 Littering

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 19 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

7 Fishing W/O Resident License

1 Fishing W/O Non Resident License

11 Boating
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CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1-turkey, 3-shotguns, 13 ducks, 1 rifle, 3 rabbits, 1 light, 837 lbs. of speckled trout, 
100 lbs. of shrimp, and 2 boats and trailers.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

31 Boating

10 Commercial Fishing

1 Federal Migratory

2 Littering

11 Miscellaneous

68 Recreational Fishing

13 State Hunting/Trapping

19 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

3 Public Assistance 
2 towed boats, 1 stranded motorist
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REGION 8 PARISHES:
PLAQUEMINE, ST. BERNARD, 
ORLEANS, JEFFERSON, ST.CHARLES

TOTAL CASES 173

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

37 Boating

34 Angling W/O A License

8 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

1 Angling W/O Saltwater License

1 Angling W/O Saltwater License Non-Resident

1 Taking/Poss. Undersized Black Drum

2 Take/Poss. O/L Red Drum (On Water)

4 Take or Poss. Undersized Red Drum(Recreational)

4 Take or Poss. Undersized Black Drum(Recreational)

1 Take or Poss. O/L Black Drum(Recreational)

1 Fail to Comply with Charter Boat Regulations

4 Take or Sell Commercial Fish

4 Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear License

2 Take or Possess. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

1 Sell and/or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License

1 Fail to Maintain Records
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4 Use of Saltwater net Illegally (Gill Net)

1 Take Salt Water Commercial Fish With Net Closed Season

1 Violate any provision of taking CML Finfish after having been barred.

1 Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License(Captains Only)

1 Failure to Mark/Tag Nets

1 Fail to Report Commercial Fisheries Data

12 Taking Oysters From Unapproved Area (Polluted)

1 Hunting W/O Resident License

2 Possess Wild Quadrupeds W/O a License

4 Failure to Abide By Commission Rules

2 Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

6 Hunting W/Unplugged Gun

10 Hunt Rabbit Illegal Hours

2 Poss. of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season

1 Hunt Deer Illegal Methods

2 Possessing F.B.A. W/O License

4 Possess Untagged MGB

1 Operating Vehicle While Intoxicated

3 Littering

2 Flight From an Officer
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1 Violation Mullet Regulations

2 Take Mullet Commercially Without Permit

3 Take CML Mullet Closed Season

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 10 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Angling W/O A License

1 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

1 Failure to Display Valid Certificate Decal

2 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

2 Failure to Comply with PFD Requirements
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CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

Seafood and G am e D onated ....R ed D rum  (37)...C hannel C atfish(52)...B lack D rum (300 lbs.)(l 9)... Sheep head ( 
lbs.)...Speckled Sea T rout(2)...D oe D eer(l)...D ucks(38)...N utria(23)...R abbits(13)...G allinules(35)

R eturned to W ater...O y ste r Sacks (165 sacks)...R ed D rum  (l)...S heephead  (1 )...C rabs (25 lbs.)...G am e 
D estroyed... N utria(8)

H ardw are  Confiscated: D rivers License (1)...D M A P D eer Tags (7 )...O range Seafood Baskets (17)...P lastic  
tubs (9)...G as C an (1 )...Jackets (2)...R ain  bibs (2)...R ain  jacket (1 )...b inoculars (1 ) ...H um m ingbird fish 
finder (1 ) ...ham m ers (2)...hacksaw  (l) ...b o ltcu tte rs  (1 )...filet knives (2)...socket ra tche t (1 )...pliers 
(3)...pencil leads (1 bag)...C om m ercial License (1 )...Com m ercial G ear License ( l) .. .G ill Net (1 )...Spotlight 
(2)...H andgun  (1 )...Shotgun (6)...R ifle (1 )...Buckshot (20)...Slugs (5)...Shotgun Shells (2 boxes)...ID  C ard  
(1 ) ...S altw ater L icense(l)...B asic L icense(l)...G allinules (35)... Plastic Ice B ag (l) ...Ice  C hest(l)...D ipped  
C ast ne t(l)...M o n o  C ast N et(l)

Sold a t  Bid...Check#2268@ $158.00BIack D rum  and Sheephead.____________________________________________
TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

37 Boating

43 Commercial Fishing

4 Federal Migratory

3 Littering

12 Miscellaneous

44 Recreational Fishing

30 State Hunting/Trapping

10 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

6 Public Assistance



27

REGION 9: PARISHES: ASSUMPTION, ST. JAMES
ST. JOHN, ST. MARY 
TERREBONNE, LAFOURCHE 
JEFFERSON-GRAND ISLE 

LOWER ST. MARTIN
TOTAL CASES 155

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

64 Boating

33 Angling W/O A License

2 Angling W/O Non Resident License

3 Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

3 Angling W/O Saltwater License

2 Angling W/O Saltwater License Non-Resident

1 Take Gamefish Illegally (Catfish)

1 Take O/L Freshwater Gamefish (Catfish)

2 Take Undersized Red Drum

1 Take Undersized Spotted Sea Trout (Rec.)

3 Take Undersized Black Drum (Rec.)

2 Take O/L Black Drum

2 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

1 Take Undersize Commercial Finfish (Catfish)
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1 Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

1 Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel

1 Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

1 Take Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License (Captains Only)

1 Failure To Tag Nets

1 Theft Of Crab Trap

1 Fail To Comply With Stone Crab Requirements

3 Trawl State Waters Closed Season (Outside Waters)

1 Failure To Have Written Permission

1 Hunting W/O Resident License

2 Hunting From Moving Vehicle

4 Hunting W/Unplugged Gun

1 Possession Of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season

2 Hunt Deer Closed Season

2 Hunt Deer Illegal Hours

2 Take Deer Illegal Hours

1 Hunt Deer Illegal Methods

2 Take Deer From Public Road

1 Take Illegal Deer Open Season

1 Field Possession Of Freshly Killed MGB Closed Season
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1 Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations WMA By Setting Fire

1 Littering

1 Possession Of Unidentifiable Firearm

1 Flight From An Officer

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 23 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

16 Boating

2 Angling W/O A License

4 Angling W/O Saltwater License

1 Take Undersized Red Drum
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CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

2 mallards, 10 sacks oysters, 123 lbs. shrimp sold $301.35,200 lbs. catfish, 36 stone crab 
claws, 3 crab traps, 2 rabbits, 3 speckled trout, 370 lbs. crabs, 1 deer, 23 black drum, 1 red 
drum, 1 truck (physical seizure), 1 rifle, 5 shotguns, 1 boat (paper seizure), 2 shrimp trawls, 
various shotgun shells and buckshot.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

64 Boating

15 Commercial Fishing

1 Federal Migratory

1 Littering

3 Miscellaneous

53 Recreational Fishing

18 State Hunting/Trapping

23 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

3 Public Assistance
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SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE STATEWIDE

TOTAL CASES 6

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Boating

2 Angling W/O A License

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 2 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Angling W/O A License

1 Fail To Comply with P.F. D. Requirements

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

None.
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TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

4 Boating

0 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

2 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

2 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT STATEWIDE

TOTAL CASES 25

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0 Boating

1 Sell/Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Seafood License

3 Sell/Buy Retail Seafood License

4 Fail To Maintain Records

2 Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman

1 Fail To Pay Shrimp Severance Tax

1 Littering

3 Money Laundering, Theft

2 Conspiracy

2 Violate Interstate Commerce Regulations

3 Injuring Public Records

3 Filing False Public Records

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 0 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0



34

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

216 lbs. of shrimp sold for $1,080.00, and 153 lbs. of crawfish sold for $306.00.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Boating

25 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

1 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

0 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

0 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance
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S.W.E.P. STATEWIDE

TOTAL CASES 12

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0 Boating

5 Angling W/O A License

6 Trawling In Closed Season

1 Hunt W/Unplugged Gun

WARNING CITATIONS:
TOTAL 0 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

123 lbs. of shrimp sold for $301.35, six trawls.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR S.W.E.P.
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Boating

6 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering
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0 Miscellaneous

5 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

0 Warning Citations

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance

BOATS CHECKED: 50 
RUNNING HRS. 95
NOTE: DELTA TIDE IN SHIPYARD FOR REPAIRS



TOTAL CASES -1122

NOTE: WRITTEN WARNINGS = 194



ENFORCEM ENT AVIATION REPORT 
FEBRUARY. 2000

185-Amph. - 61092 185-Float - 9667Q
Hrs. - 33.3 Hrs. - 57.8

Enforcement Hours - 57.6 

Other Divisions - 33.5

Total Plane Use - 91.1

Cases Made In Conjunction With Aircraft Use Resulted In Citations Issued For: 

1-Undersized Catfish

1-Take Migratory Gamebirds Closed Season

1-No Fire Extinguisher

3-Total

Confiscations: 300 Lbs. Of Catfish, 2 Ducks

210-9467Y 
Hrs. - Down For 

Maintenance



LOUISIANA WATERFOWL SEASON REPORT 
1999-2000

Regulations

Louisiana had statewide duck hunting season dates and hunted under the conventional 
bag system (6/day). The number of duck hunting days was 60 for the third consecutive year and 
these are the longest seasons since 1958 when there were 70 days. The statewide duck season 
dates were Nov. 13 to Nov. 28 and Dec.l 1 to Jan. 23. The West Zone white-fronted season was 
Nov. 13-Feb. 6 and a snow goose season of Nov. 13-Feb. 27. In the East Zone, goose seasons 
were Oct. 30-Jan. 23 for white-fronts and Oct. 30-Feb. 13 for snow geese. The white-fronted 
goose season was lengthened from the normal 70-day season of the past 30+ years to 86 days. 
For snow geese, the daily bag limit was 20, with no possession limit. Louisiana also is 
participating in the Conservation Order for the reduction of light geese and this will extend until 
Mar. 12. The above mentioned snow goose hunting dates were shortened to accommodate the 
Conservation Order. A 9-day Canada goose season, with a daily bag of 1 Canada goose, was 
conducted during Jan. 18-26. Louisiana also participated in the expanded 16-day teal season 
from Sept. 11-26 and the Youth Waterfowl Day on Dec. 4 in the West and Jan. 29 in the East 
Zone.

Weather and Habitat Conditions

Louisiana’s statewide annual rainfall was 48 inches, 10 inches below the long-term mean 
and the driest year since 1981. A very dry weather pattern dominated the entire state during the 
latter half of 1999, with rainfall running as little as 50-60% of normal for some parishes during 
that period. As a result, more than 60% of Louisiana ended the year in mild to moderate 
drought conditions that have continued through the middle of February. These lingering dry 
conditions during the entire waterfowl wintering period are very unusual for Louisiana. Despite 
low water levels waterfowl food resources in the coastal zone were good in late summer/early 
fall. Growing conditions for annual grasses and sedges were good during the summer 
drawdowns, however these abundant foods never became available to waterfowl this winter due 
to lack of water over these habitat zones. Water levels in southeast marshes are tidal and so were 
more stable, but in the southwest water levels continued to fall through December with some 
minor improvements from local rains near Christmas. Outside of the coastal zone water was 
limited to deep swamps and areas with pumped water. There was absolutely no backwater 
flooding or sheet water in agriculture fields from rain in all of the state this winter. The real 
significance of managed wetlands on private and public lands for waterfowl was most apparent 
this year. This was also an exceptionally mild wintering period with temperatures falling below 
freezing only during 2-4 short-lived cold fronts.

Waterfowl Populations and Hunter Success



Aerial surveys just prior to the September teal season indicated 155,000 blue-wings on 
the coast and 28,000 on Catahoula Lake, both below average.
The first cool front of the year occurred the day before the season opened and this was followed 
by additional fronts during mid-week of each of the 2 remaining weeks of the season. Hunting 
success was good in marshes and flooded rice fields for most of the season, but poor on 
Catahoula Lake related to low water levels. Many teal appeared to move out of the state with the 
last cool front and this reduced success during the final week of the season. Overall it was a 
good September season as related to good habitat conditions and 3 very timely cool fronts. 
Hunter numbers and trips appeared higher with an increase in teal harvest expected. The 
additional days that were scheduled on the front end of this second, 16 day season proved very 
timely.

The estimate of 2.7 million total ducks recorded during coastal zone surveys in 
November was at the previous 5-year average. December and January estimates, each at 4.8 
million ducks, were well above those estimates recorded the previous year and also greater than 
the long term averages. Mallard, green-winged teal and gadwall estimates were particularly high 
during these surveys. Distributions of ducks in the coastal zone were affected by the low water 
levels with large concentrations noted consistently from the Atchafalaya Delta eastward to 
Houma and south of New Orleans to the active delta of the Mississippi River. January mid
winter counts for snow and white-fronted geese were 534,000 and 79,500, respectively; down 
37% for snows and 24% for white-fronts compared to last year and also well below the 1994-98 
averages (868,000 snows, 107,000 white-fronted).

Duck hunting success in southwest coastal marshes was good during the first split and 
also during the first weeks of the second split. Many hunters reported less food resources 
available and far less ducks during late Dec. and Jan. Rockefeller Refuge waterfowl surveys 
from Nov.-Jan. tracked this pattern with 230,000 ducks in Nov., 85,000 in Dec. and 45,000 in 
Jan. Some clubs with deeper marshes and abundant submergent vegetation had good hunting 
throughout the season. Conversely, shallow marshes had reduced hunter success, access and 
participation. In the southwest, green-winged teal and gadwall were the primary birds in the bag 
and an increase in mallard harvest is expected. Southwest rice field hunting success was poor for 
ducks and geese as related to limited water sites and increased hunting pressure. Hunting quality 
was good in the central Gulf coast in Terrebonne and St. Mary Parishes. This area had 
consistently high duck numbers and stable habitat and once again some of the best hunting in 
recent years. Hunting quality in southeast marshes was excellent in the first split and very 
inconsistent during most of the second split. Gadwall and green-winged teal were most common 
in the bag with few scaup taken.

Wetland conditions in central and northeast Louisiana were exceptionally poor this 
winter with no backwater flooding of river systems or natural flooding of agriculture fields. This 
reduced hunter participation throughout this portion of the state. Several large farm-hunting 
lease operations with over 100 blinds were unable to provide water areas to hunt for the entire 
season. However, in those areas where there were multiple managed sites that provided an 
abundance of pumped water within a region hunting success was very good, particularly during 
the second split. Flooded timber and field hunting was good in these managed sites and mallards 
were most common in the bag.

Waterfowl food production on Catahoula Lake this summer was exceptional with the best 
millet crop in over a decade. The Lake provided the only dependable source of food and water 
in central Louisiana as adjacent ag fields and natural wetlands remained dry all winter. Also for



the first time in many years, the water level on the Lake was maintained within management 
guidelines consistently through the entire hunting season. This is unusual as major rain events 
normally will flood the Lake at least during a portion of this time during most every year. As a 
result high numbers of ducks were counted in each of the 3 surveys from Nov to Jan., ranging 
from 300,000-500,000. Over 300,000 pintails were recorded in December and 67,000 
canvasbacks in January. Hunting success was good on the Lake, and hunter participation/trips 
much higher due to improved access in low water. Lead poisoning was a problem on the Lake 
this winter with an estimated 5,000 ducks, mostly pintails, affected.

The 1999 waterfowl hunting season was a disappointment to many, particularly in 
relation to preseason expectations and the mild weather. It was a year of contrasts with many 
ducks in some areas and little water to consistently hold and hunt them. Some changes in harvest 
distribution are expected. The significance of Louisiana’s coast for wintering waterfowl was 
readily apparent under the set of migration patterns and climatic factors of the winter of 1999- 
2000. For Louisiana, a total harvest during the regular season similar to last year and an 
increased September harvest are anticipated. An increase in the proportion of mallards is likely, 
as is a decrease in the number of scaup. The decline in scaup harvest appears not related to the
3-bird bag restriction, but extremely low sightings of scaup in the entire coastal zone.



L O U IS IA N A  S N O W /W H IT E -F R O N T E D  G O O S E  R E P O R T
1 9 9 9 -2 0 0 0

This year was the driest since 1981, with rainfall 10 inches below normal. North 
Louisiana was wet for the first half of 1999, but dry for the second half while south Louisiana 
was dry all year. These dry conditions allowed extensive plowing during the fall and most of 
the winter that reduced crop stubble and other food resources. Soil moisture deficits were so 
severe that geese were unable to use many disked and stubble fields due to compacted surface 
soils. Goose use of rye grass pastures and crayfish ponds was greater this winter as related to 
these poor habitat conditions. Water in rice growing areas around the state was limited to 
pumped sites as there was little sheet water available from rain during the entire wintering 
period. The dry and mild conditions have continued through mid-February.

White-fronts arrived in Louisiana on schedule with large numbers by October 15. The 
timing of snow goose migrations into southwest rice fields was particularly late once again this 
year, with insignificant numbers until mid-November. January mid-winter counts for snow and 
white-fronted geese were 534,00 and 79,500, respectively. This count for snow geese was 37% 
below that of last year, the lowest number recorded since 1992 and also well below the 5 year 
average (868,000). Similarly, white-fronts were 24% less than last year and well below the 5 
year average (107,000). The reduced numbers of both species counted this year was rather 
equally shared between coastal and inland wintering sites. Approximately 41% of the snow 
geese and 37% of the white-fronts were recorded in central and northeast portions of the state 
during the mid-winter survey.

Hunting success for snow and white-fronted geese was poor this year. Snow goose 
hunting during the first few weeks of the season was poor due to delayed migrations. Later in 
the season, hunters consistently reported sighting less snow geese and many of these were in 
larger flocks on the reduced habitat base making hunting less successful. Hunting success for 
white-fronts was good during the early season, but highly inconsistent for most of the remainder. 
The reduced number of geese, mild winter, exceptionally dry field conditions and increased 
fall/winter plowing all contributed to reduced hunting success this season. Total harvest of both 
species is expected to be far less than last year’s record. Results of productivity surveys were not 
yet available, but are reported to be high for snows and white fronts.

Louisiana initiated the Conservation Order for light geese as soon as the white-fronted 
goose seasons were completed; January 24 in the East Zone and February 7 in the West Zone 
continuing to March 12 in both zones. Mild temperatures with highs in the upper 70’s and an 
abundance of plowing in these dry conditions have reduced snow goose numbers in southwest 
rice prairies where most our goose harvest occurs. There appeared to be much public interest in 
the Conservation Order with many electronic calls purchased, but snow geese have not been 
available in most areas. Goose outfitters have reported an increase in bookings directed related 
to the Conservation Order. Most of these guides are attributing most of their limited success to 
the electronic calls. Hunter participation and harvest is once again expected to be minimal.



James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife Sc Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 

December 16, 1999

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr. 
Governor

MEM ORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Mike Olinde, Research Program Manager 

Robert Helm, Waterfowl Study Leader S n

SUBJECT: Catahoula Lake Lead Poisoning

On December 8 Bruce Crain and I went to Catahoula Lake to access, the impact of lead 
poisoning on ducks just prior to the opening of the second split of the duck season on December 
11. During a thorough air boat tour of the Lake only 30 duck carcasses were found. However, 
there were numerous “flappers and low flyers” noted every time we flushed large flocks of 
ducks, particularly pintails. Many of these showed the characteristic flight pattern of lead sick 
birds. We collected 10 of these poor flyers (7 pintail, 2 mallards, 1 shoveler) and examined the 
gizzards the following day. Eight of the ten had ingested shot. One mallard and the shoveler had 
no shot. Within the 8 positive gizzards there were 36 total pellets, 24 lead and 12 steel. Each of 
the 8 gizzards had 2 to 10 lead shot, and many of these were well worn from the grinding action 
of the gizzard. Most of these birds were in poor body condition with the breast keel readily 
apparent. While these results are not conclusive, I feel certain that 8 of these 10 ducks were 
affected by lead poisoning.

We have had some problems with lead sick birds since the first week of November.
Bruce Crain has surveyed for sick and dead birds on several occasions over the past 6 weeks and 
the number of carcasses has been low. Gizzards were examined on 2 prior occasions this fall 
with similar findings to above. An estimate of 3-5,000 ducks, mostly pintails, have been affected 
by lead poisoning on the Lake up until this time. This is the most ducks to show signs of lead 
poisoning on the Lake since 1989. Frankly, considering the large number of ducks on the Lake 
( 370,000 on Nov.5 and 505,000 on Dec. 5̂  /am  surprised that the number of dead birds found on 
the Lake during this entire fall has been so small. Historically, ducks have ingested large 
numbers of pellets on the Lake and died from acute lead poisoning in large numbers over a short 
time period. Several hundred dead and dying ducks could be collected by 2 air boats in a 
morning on such an occasion. Severe cold, as in 1989, and other environmental factors appeared
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to contribute to some of these larger mortality events. What I think we are seeing this year is the 
more common form of lead poisoning that is chronic in nature. Ducks pick up less lead shot and 
mortality takes longer to occur in these cases. Hunters have cropped off many of the sick ducks 
over the season and predators/scavengers have likely reduced carcass counts.

Several factors have contributed to this worst lead poisoning event of the past 10 years. 
There has been a very large number of pintails (approximately 300,000 during the Nov and Dec 
surveys) on the Lake since early November. Pintails and mallards are the 2 species usually 
affected by lead poisoning on the Lake. Note: We had to search hard to find sick mallards on 
Dec. 8. Coupled with these high duck numbers have been ideal water levels. The water level has 
been maintained within the management guidelines consistently through this fall and early 
winter. With minor exceptions, levels have been between 29.0-29.5 since the season opening on 
November 13. This is rather unusual as major rain events normally will flood the Lake at least 
during a portion of this time period most years. This has provided ideal feeding conditions for 
ducks, but also good conditions to pick up lead. The continuing drought across the state has 
limited feeding patterns of ducks largely to the Lake itself. During a normal year many ducks 
leave the Lake during the day to feed in nearby flooded ag fields and natural wetlands that 
remain dry this year.

I hope the worst is behind us now, but environmental conditions remain the same. The 
Lake is at 29,4 today, Dec. 16. Mallards were late in arrival, but numbers have increased in 
recent weeks. I suspect we will see a greater proportion of lead sick mallards as the season 
progresses. Sure could use some rain. This year’s problems clearly support continuation of the 
water management plan for the Lake that is largely designed around reducing exposure to lead 
shot.

We also collected 91 spent shotgun shells at 5 blinds on the Lake as a possible indicator 
of compliance with non-toxic shot regulations. Surprisingly, all 91 shells were steel and the 5 
empty shell boxes found in these blinds were also steel. Do not really know what to make of this.

cc Tommy Prickett 
Czerny Newland 
Bruce Crain 
Randy Myers
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SCHEDULE FOR FINAL RULES TO BE PUBLISHED IN STATE REGISTER

APRIL-00

MAY-00

JULY-00

RULE - Reef Fish-Daily Take, Possession & Size 
Limits Set by Commission

RULE - Crab Trap Marking

RULE - Crawfishing on Agricultural Lands Within 
Sherburne WMA

RULE - Recreational Electronic Licensing

RULE - 2000-01 Hunting Season Dates

RULE - Hunting and WMA Rules and Regulations

RULE - Personal Flotation Devices

RULE - Nassau and Jewfish Prohibition

RULE - Reef Fish-Daily Take, Possession & Size 
Limits

RULE - Mackerel

RULE - Additional Public Oyster Seed Grounds

RULE - Alligator Regulations



MONTHLY CIVIURE9TITUTI0N REPORT

P E R I O D  N O .  C A S E S A M O U N T C R E D I T  F O R N O .  C A S E S A M O U N T D I S C O U N T S

A S S E S S E D A S S E S S E D S A L E  G O O D S P A I D P A I D T A K E N

F I S C A L  Y E A R  1 9 9 3 - 9 4  

J u l y ,  1 9 9 3 2 5 $ 2 1 , 0 3 9 . 0 0 ( $ 9 , 7 7 8 . 0 0 ) 2 9 $ 4 , 8 5 5 . 0 0 $ 2 , 5 4 5 . 0 0

A u g . ,  1 9 9 3 5 3 $ 4 4 , 9 2 2 . 0 0 ( $ 1 , 1 3 7 . 0 0 ) 4 1 $ 7 , 9 5 0 . 0 0 $ 3 , 6 0 3 . 0 0

S e p t . ,  1 9 9 3 4 2 $ 1 3 7 , 6 3 5 . 0 0 ( $ 1 7 , 9 3 8 . 0 0 ) 3 5 $ 6 , 7 8 3 . 0 0 $ 3 , 0 4 8 . 0 0

O c t . ,  1 9 9 3 4 9 $ 2 1 , 4 7 1 . 0 0 ( $ 1 1 , 2 8 2 . 0 0 ) 4 0 $ 3 , 2 8 5 . 0 0 $ 1 , 5 1 9 . 0 0

N o v . .  1 9 9 3 5 7 $ 3 1 , 2 0 7 . 0 0 ( $ 1 3 , 2 6 0 . 0 0 ) 3 2 $ 3 , 0 5 3 . 0 0 $ 2 , 8 4 5 . 0 0

D e c . ,  1 9 9 3 5 3 $ 1 3 , 7 7 7 . 0 0 2 7 $ 6 , 5 0 7 . 0 0 $ 6 , 7 1 3 . 0 0

J a n . ,  1 9 9 4 3 8 $ 1 8 , 9 1 8 . 0 0 3 2 $ 4 , 4 2 3 . 0 0 $ 2 , 8 3 1 . 0 0

F e b . ,  1 9 9 4 6 8 $ 3 8 , 1 3 1 . 0 0 ( $ 8 , 2 3 8 . 0 0 ) 4 6 $ 9 , 1 2 4 . 0 0 $ 5 , 9 9 3 . 0 0

M a r . ,  1 9 9 4 3 8 $ 2 2 , 7 3 9 . 0 0 ( $ 2 , 4 8 2 . 0 0 ) 5 1 $ 1 0 , 8 5 4 . 0 0 $ 6 , 7 9 6 . 0 0

April, 1 9 9 4 1 4 $ 4 4 , 7 3 2 . 0 0 ( $ 1 , 4 0 4 . 0 0 ) 2 7 $ 7 , 3 0 7 . 0 0 $ 4 , 6 3 2 . 0 0

M a y ,  1 9 9 4 1 0 $ 4 , 5 0 4 . 0 0 ( $ 1 6 5 . 0 0 ) 7 $ 5 , 4 4 7 . 0 0 $ 3 , 8 0 8 . 0 0

J u n e ,  1 9 9 4 2 9 $ 2 6 , 1 6 7 . 0 0 ( $ 2 , 9 8 6 . 0 0 ) 1 2 $ 1 , 8 8 6 . 0 0 $ 1 , 2 1 4 . 0 0

T o t a l  F Y  1 9 9 4 4 7 6 $ 4 2 5 , 2 4 2 . 0 0 ( $ 6 8 , 6 7 0 . 0 0 ) 3 7 9 $ 7 1 , 4 7 4 . 0 0 $ 4 5 , 5 4 7 . 0 0

F I S C A L  Y E A R  1 9 9 4 - 9 5

J u l y ,  1 9 9 4 1 7 $ 2 , 1 2 7 . 0 0 ( $ 3 3 5 . 0 0 ) 2 3 $ 2 , 1 0 1 . 0 0 $ 1 , 4 3 7 . 0 0

A u g . ,  1 9 9 4 4 1 $ 9 6 , 4 0 3 . 0 0 ( $ 3 , 0 3 5 . 0 0 ) 2 0 $ 1 , 0 1 0 . 0 0 $ 6 0 5 . 0 0

S e p t . ,  1 9 9 4 3 4 $ 1 4 , 6 1 4 . 0 0 ( $ 1 4 , 0 0 2 . 0 0 ) 2 6 $ 2 , 5 9 6 . 0 0 $ 2 , 3 4 2 . 0 0

O c t . ,  1 9 9 4 9 4 $ 1 7 , 4 2 6 . 0 0 ( $ 8 , 6 7 7 . 0 0 ) 3 8 $ 2 , 9 2 2 . 0 0 $ 3 , 1 7 9 . 0 0

N o v . ,  1 9 9 4 4 3 $ 1 0 3 , 5 9 2 . 0 0 4 5 $ 3 , 9 9 2 . 0 0 $ 2 , 8 0 3 . 0 0

D e c . ,  1 9 9 4 6 8 $ 3 1 , 4 0 0 . 0 0 3 5 $ 4 , 3 1 5 . 0 0 $ 2 , 3 2 9 . 0 0

J a n . ,  1 9 9 5 5 5 $ 2 7 , 6 0 1 . 0 0 5 2 $ 7 , 4 9 3 . 0 0 $ 4 , 9 2 1 . 0 0

F e b . ,  1 9 9 5 7 0 $ 6 1 , 1 1 9 . 0 0 4 1 $ 6 , 4 7 2 . 0 0 $ 3 , 9 7 3 . 0 0

M a r . ,  1 9 9 5 3 1 $ 2 5 , 0 7 2 . 0 0 4 4 $ 8 , 3 1 5 . 0 0 $ 4 , 7 3 7 . 0 0

A p r . ,  1 9 9 5 1 3 $ 1 5 , 3 5 3 . 0 0 1 6 $ 3 , 5 6 5 . 0 0 $ 1 , 5 3 8 . 0 0

M a y . ,  1 9 9 5 2 3 $ 1 1 , 6 3 2 . 0 0 1 6 $ 4 , 3 1 5 . 0 0 $ 6 5 4 . 0 0

J u n e  1 9 9 5 4 5 $ 3 1 , 0 0 8 . 0 0 1 8 $ 2 , 6 3 0 . 0 0 $ 1 , 0 2 5 . 0 0

T o t a l  F Y  1 9 9 5 5 3 4 $ 4 3 7 , 3 4 7 . 0 0 ( $ 2 6 , 0 4 9 . 0 0 ) 3 7 4 $ 4 9 , 7 2 6 . 0 0 $ 2 9 , 5 4 3 . 0 0

F I C A L  Y E A R  1 9 9 5 - 9 6  

J u l y ,  1 9 9 5  

A u g . ,  1 9 9 5

0

4 6

$ 0 . 0 0

$ 1 7 , 4 2 5 . 0 0 2 7 $ 9 , 0 2 8 . 0 0 $ 1 , 7 2 9 . 0 0

S e p t . ,  1 9 9 5 1 $ 1 2 5 . 0 0 2 1 $ 3 , 0 9 3 . 0 0 $ 2 , 0 4 9 . 0 0

O c t . ,  1 9 9 5 1 2 2 $ 2 0 6 , 2 4 4 . 0 0 2 9 $ 2 , 7 2 0 . 0 0 $ 1 , 1 6 1 . 0 0

N o v . ,  1 9 9 5 5 5 $ 2 3 , 1 2 4 . 0 0 6 2 $ 1 0 , 1 5 1 . 0 0 $ 6 , 3 8 3 . 0 0

D e c . ,  1 9 9 5 5 0 $ 1 8 , 6 0 7 . 2 6 3 2 $ 4 , 7 8 0 . 6 6 $ 2 , 8 0 2 . 7 6

J a n . ,  1 9 9 6 4 9 $ 1 3 , 8 1 4 . 8 8 ( $ 1 5 , 2 9 6 . 4 5 ) 3 6 $ 5 , 2 9 6 . 5 1 $ 3 , 4 7 2 . 8 9

F e b . ,  1 9 9 6 5 0 $ 1 4 , 7 1 6 . 9 7 3 8 $ 5 , 7 7 7 . 5 3 $ 3 , 4 1 6 . 9 1

M a r . ,  1 9 9 6 3 3 $ 2 4 , 9 3 6 . 9 1 3 6 $ 6 , 0 3 5 . 1 2 $ 3 , 4 2 1 . 7 5

A p r . ,  1 9 9 6 3 0 $ 1 1 , 0 0 6 . 6 6 3 6 $ 7 , 1 7 3 . 1 2 $ 2 , 7 1 1 . 5 4

M a y . ,  1 9 9 6 2 3 $ 7 , 9 8 9 . 3 4 2 4 $ 3 , 9 4 1 . 6 9 $ 2 , 0 2 0 . 2 9

J u n e  1 9 9 6 5 0 $ 2 2 , 1 5 1 . 3 1 1 6 $ 2 , 7 9 0 . 0 2 $ 1 , 1 8 2 . 2 3

T o t a l  F Y  1 9 9 6 5 0 9 . $ 3 6 0 , 1 4 1 . 3 3 ( $ 1 5 , 2 9 6 . 4 5 ) 3 5 7 $ 6 0 , 7 8 6 . 6 5 $ 3 0 , 3 5 0 . 3 7

F I S C A L  Y E A R  1 9 9 6 - 9 7

J u l y ,  1 9 9 6 4 0 $ 7 1 , 8 9 4 . 1 3 3 2 $ 5 , 2 4 9 . 9 3 $ 2 , 9 4 7 . 9 6

A u g . ,  1 9 9 6 3 2 $ 5 , 3 6 2 . 6 4 3 2 $ 6 , 2 5 4 . 5 9 $ 3 , 7 8 3 . 6 9

S e p t . ,  1 9 9 6 4 1 $ 7 , 2 1 0 . 0 0 2 9 $ 2 , 2 5 9 . 9 6 $ 1 , 3 2 6 . 5 8

O c t . ,  1 9 9 6 2 9 $ 1 1 , 0 9 2 . 5 3 2 5 $ 3 , 6 9 7 . 8 9 $ 2 , 2 6 1 . 9 8

N o v . ,  1 9 9 6 2 0 $ 1 0 , 0 0 9 . 1 0 2 2 $ 1 , 6 2 4 . 6 3 $ 6 9 8 . 0 2

D e c . ,  1 9 9 6 1 3 $ 2 3 8 , 4 6 6 . 0 4 2 2 $ 5 , 8 7 7 . 1 8 $ 2 , 1 2 1 . 5 3

J a n . ,  1 9 9 7 2 7 $ 1 1 , 7 5 5 . 2 2 1 7 $ 4 , 3 9 3 . 3 0 $ 2 , 3 7 7 . 0 9

F e b . ,  1 9 9 7 4 7 $ 1 8 , 5 2 0 . 8 7 4 2 $ 8 , 5 7 9 . 8 4 $ 5 , 5 5 2 . 6 3

M a r . ,  1 9 9 7 2 6 $ 1 3 , 4 3 4 . 0 2 2 7 $ 4 , 9 9 9 . 5 9 $ 2 , 7 5 7 . 6 7

A p r . ,  1 9 9 7 1 0 $ 2 , 9 0 8 . 8 7 1 5 $ 2 , 3 2 2 . 8 8 $ 1 , 2 9 8 . 6 6

M a y . ,  1 9 9 7 2 0 $ 1 1 , 6 8 2 . 7 0 1 5 $ 5 , 1 9 8 . 9 1 $ 1 , 3 9 9 . 2 1

J u n e  1 9 9 7 5 $ 8 , 0 3 6 . 5 8 1 0 $ 2 , 3 3 5 . 2 4 $ 7 6 5 . 3 4

T o t a l  F Y  1 9 9 7 3 1 0 $ 4 1 0 , 3 7 2 . 7 0 $ 0 . 0 0 2 8 8 $ 5 2 , 7 9 3 . 9 4 $ 2 7 , 2 9 0 . 3 6

P E R C E N T  

D O L L A R S  P A I D

2 7 . 5 %

1 8 . 1 %

2 5 . 3 %

1 9 . 5 %

P E R C E N T  

C A S E S  P A I D

7 9 . 6 %

7 0 . 0 %

7 0 . 1 %

9 2 . 9 %



F I C A L  Y E A R  1 9 9 7 - 9 8  

J u l y ,  1 9 9 7 1 0 $ 2 , 8 1 1 . 7 1 8 $ 1 , 5 8 4 . 6 7 $ 8 2 3 . 1 1

A u g . ,  1 9 9 7 1 4 $ 8 , 7 4 1 . 3 0 8 $ 1 , 4 9 6 . 4 9 $ 7 7 9 . 1 4

S e p t , 1 9 9 7 2 9 $ 1 9 , 9 2 6 . 3 7 1 2 $ 2 , 0 5 1 . 7 8 $ 1 , 2 7 8 . 0 4

O c t . ,  1 9 9 7 1 2 $ 4 , 7 1 6 . 8 1 2 3 $ 3 , 1 8 4 . 8 3 $ 2 , 0 6 3 . 8 9

N o v . ,  1 9 9 7 2 3 $ 5 4 , 9 6 5 . 3 4 1 0 $ 2 , 4 2 4 . 8 6 $ 1 , 2 1 8 . 2 8

D e c . ,  1 9 9 7 2 5 $ 3 6 , 8 8 1 . 0 9 1 5 $ 4 , 3 7 6 . 9 7 $ 2 , 7 7 5 . 6 6

J a n . ,  1 9 9 8 4 2 $ 3 0 , 0 2 5 . 8 1 1 7 $ 5 , 3 0 0 . 4 0 $ 3 , 5 3 3 . 6 6

F e b . ,  1 9 9 8 3 7 $ 3 1 , 1 6 4 . 9 5 2 9 $ 2 2 , 9 6 1 . 6 9 $ 8 , 5 0 1 . 1 8

M a r . ,  1 9 9 8 9 $ 1 3 , 2 7 3 . 4 5 3 2 $ 9 , 4 0 6 . 5 6 $ 4 , 3 7 1 . 5 3

A p r . ,  1 9 9 8 1 0 $ 5 , 6 2 8 . 2 1 1 0 $ 2 , 6 0 2 . 6 2 $ 1 , 2 7 9 . 7 7

M a y . ,  1 9 9 8 0 $ 2 2 5 . 0 0 8 $ 2 , 8 8 5 . 0 2 $ 9 5 0 . 4 6

J u n e  1 9 9 8 5 $ 2 , 4 1 4 . 0 3 6 $ 1 , 0 4 1 . 5 4 $ 9 8 . 0 0

T o t a l  F Y  1 9 9 8 2 1 6 $ 2 1 0 , 7 7 4 . 0 7 $ 0 . 0 0 1 7 8 $ 5 9 , 3 1 7 . 4 3 $ 2 7 , 6 7 2 . 7 2 4 1 . 3 % 8 2 . 4 %

F I C A L  Y E A R  1 9 9 8 - 9 9  

J u l y ,  1 9 9 8 9 $ 1 , 3 9 0 . 4 3 8 $ 1 , 9 6 4 . 2 0 $ 7 1 6 . 7 5

A u g . ,  1 9 9 8 1 0 $ 2 , 2 4 0 . 7 0 1 0 $ 1 , 0 4 8 . 2 8 $ 3 7 2 . 4 7

S e p t . ,  1 9 9 8 8 $ 2 , 7 6 8 . 9 6 1 1 $ 2 , 0 0 0 . 3 6 $ 1 , 1 4 8 . 2 3

O c t ,  1 9 9 8 2 2 $ 2 8 , 7 0 4 . 8 5 1 4 $ 1 , 8 6 0 . 1 7 $ 8 0 7 . 4 8

N o v . ,  1 9 9 8 1 9 $ 9 , 1 3 7 . 7 9 1 1 $ 1 , 7 6 5 . 9 7 $ 1 , 0 9 2 . 4 3

D e c . ,  1 9 9 8 2 3 $ 1 1 , 9 5 9 . 1 0 2 7 $ 4 , 4 4 1 . 0 2 $ 2 , 0 4 0 . 7 1

J a n . ,  1 9 9 9 4 1 $ 2 1 , 1 7 9 . 5 5 1 8 $ 6 , 6 2 1 . 6 3 $ 3 , 8 3 8 . 2 2

F e b . ,  1 9 9 9 4 5 $ 2 6 , 2 3 6 . 2 4 4 1 $ 1 2 , 1 1 9 . 0 9 $ 6 , 9 2 3 . 6 1

M a r . ,  1 9 9 9 1 5 $ 7 , 5 4 9 . 5 7 3 3 $ 8 , 2 8 1 . 7 7 $ 4 , 1 3 8 . 4 4

A p r . ,  1 9 9 9 9 $ 8 , 0 1 3 . 5 4 1 4 $ 3 , 0 3 5 . 8 2 $ 1 , 3 8 8 . 4 1

M a y . ,  1 9 9 9 5 $ 5 , 1 6 1 . 2 3 5 $ 9 0 5 . 5 0 $ 4 0 5 . 0 0

J u n e  1 9 9 9 7 $ 3 , 7 1 9 . 0 1 1 3 $ 3 , 0 1 1 . 0 6 $ 5 3 3 . 8 3

T o t a l  F Y  1 9 9 9 2 1 3 $ 1 2 8 , 0 6 0 . 9 7 $ 0 . 0 0 2 0 5 $ 4 7 , 0 5 4 . 8 7 $ 2 3 , 4 0 5 . 5 8 5 5 . 0 % 9 6 . 2 %

F I S C A L  Y E A R  1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0  

J u l y ,  1 9 9 9 5 $ 1 , 5 5 6 . 3 8 9 $ 2 , 2 8 7 . 5 3 $ 1 , 1 9 8 . 8 1

A u g . ,  1 9 9 9 1 0 $ 2 , 5 1 0 . 8 3 1 5 $ 2 , 4 5 5 . 3 8 $ 5 1 3 . 7 3

S e p t ,  1 9 9 9 6 $ 2 , 0 3 2 . 1 9 $ 5 , 3 2 4 . 8 0 2 8 $ 3 , 5 6 3 . 0 6 $ 4 7 5 . 9 3

O c t . ,  1 9 9 9 1 1 $ 4 , 4 5 2 . 3 1 $ 5 6 7 . 7 5 2 5 $ 2 , 7 7 5 . 4 8 $ 5 5 7 . 4 1

N o v . ,  1 9 9 9 1 4 $ 8 , 6 3 4 . 6 4 2 6 $ 3 , 2 5 0 . 9 6 $ 1 , 3 2 2 . 9 6

D e c . ,  1 9 9 9 2 4 $ 1 5 , 8 9 1 . 9 6 1 9 $ 3 , 8 6 2 . 7 6 $ 2 , 1 2 6 . 2 7

J a n . ,  2 0 0 0 4 9 $ 2 7 , 8 7 2 . 1 4 2 8 $ 7 , 9 5 2 . 9 4 $ 3 , 8 1 4 . 0 2

F e b . ,  2 0 0 0  

M a r . ,  2 0 0 0  

A p r . ,  2 0 0 0  

M a y ,  2 0 0 0  

J u n e ,  2 0 0 0

2 1 $ 1 1 , 0 3 9 . 5 9 3 0 $ 1 0 , 1 5 9 . 2 4 $ 6 , 2 1 6 . 4 2

T o t a l  F Y  2 0 0 0 1 4 0 $ 7 3 , 9 9 0 . 0 4 $ 5 , 8 9 2 . 5 5 1 8 0 $ 3 6 , 3 0 7 . 3 5 $ 1 6 , 2 2 5 . 5 5 7 1 % 1 2 9 %



ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 1
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 03/01/2000

CURRENT MONTH 
02/01/2000 TO 02/29/2000

# CASES AMOUNT
ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION

21
2
0
0

$10,964.59
$75.00 
$0.00 
$0.00

RESTITUTION ASSESSED 21 $11,039.59
PAYMENTS 30 $10,159.24-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 22 $6,216.42-
OVERPAYMENTS 0 $0.00
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 1 $1,621.15
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 1 $6,800.00
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

WRITE-OFFS 0 $0.00
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 0 $0.00
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 0 $0.00
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00

FOOTNOTE:

FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00



# CASES AMOUNT

ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 2
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 03/01/2000

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
07/01/1999 TO 02/29/2000

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION

140

11
0
0

$73,565.04

$425.00 
$0.00 
$0.00

RESTITUTION ASSESSED 140 $73,990.04

PAYMENTS 138 $36,307.35-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 81 $16,225.55-
OVERPAYMENTS 2 $290.51
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 2 $1,911.65
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 8 $4,757.05-
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 1 $1,621.15
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 1 $6,800.00
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

WRITE-OFFS 5 $12,509.10-
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 0 $524.54-
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 5 $2,717.35-
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00

FOOTNOTE:

FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 1 $0.00



ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 3
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 03/01/2000

INCEPTION TO DATE
02/29/2000

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION

# CASES

3,942

188
331
148

AMOUNT

$2,668,881.79

$5,000.00
$269,865.45-
$71,951.21

RESTITUTION ASSESSED 3,942 $2,475,967.55

PAYMENTS 2,667 $481,887.39-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 1,850 $233,955.53-
OVERPAYMENTS 122 $3,002.09
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 47 $10,109.52
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 12 $23,206.50-
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 5 $12,222.64
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 20 $90,603.09
RETURNED CHECKS 1 $36.75
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 2 $35.00
CREDITS 13 $10.22-

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 21 $6,881.15
CREDITS 58 $36,391.47-

WRITE-OFFS 213 $150,622.92-
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 6 $1,399.24-
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 0 $11,786.13-
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 38 $76,259.71-
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00

** TOTAL OUTSTANDING 1,080 $1,583,338.68

FOOTNOTE:

FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 2 $0.00 *



ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE:
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE:

AGING OF SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODITIES

VIOLATION DATE UNKNOWN 0 $0.00

1 - 30 DAYS 4 $1,850.00
31 - 60 DAYS 0 $0.00
61 - 90 DAYS 5 $6,422.15
91 - 120 DAYS 5 $2,422.35

121 - 150 DAYS 11 $1,154.94
151 - 180 DAYS 10 $8,853.09
181 - 365 DAYS 106 $55,764.49

OVER ONE YEAR 141 $141,939.72
OVER TWO YEARS 110 $70,993.13
OVER THREE YEARS 446 $354,829.75

** TOTAL AGING 838 $644,229.62

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES

CAN NOT BE INVOICED 5 $770.06
CURRENT 18 $10,124.00

1 - 3 0  DAYS 29 $15,259.77
31 - 90 DAYS 10 $6,528.85
91 - 180 DAYS 3 $1,475.41

181 - 365 DAYS 24 $18,559.19
CASES SENT FOR COLLECTION 86 $480,359.10
OVER 1 YEAR PENDING 0 $0.00
OVER 1 YEAR (OTHER) 905 $1,050,264.30

** TOTAL AGING 1,080 $1,583,340.68

03/01/2000
4



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 1
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DA T E : 03/01/2000

CURRENT MONTH
02/01/2000-02/29/2000

# CASES AMOUNT

FINES 545 $27,700.00
HEARING COSTS

DEBITS 993 $24,850.00
CREDITS 3 $225.00

TOTAL DUE $52,325.00

PAID IN FULL 361 $20,420.33-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 8 $335.00-
OVERPAYMENTS 3 $50.33
REFUNDS 1 $25.00
RETURNED CHECKS 
MISC CHANGES

0 $0.00

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION
0 $0.00

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

VOIDS 9 $100.00-
NOT GUILTY 100 $5,150.00-



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 2
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 03/01/2000

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
07/01/1999-02/29/2000

FINES
HEARING COSTS 

DEBITS 
CREDITS

TOTAL DUE

# CASES

4,954

1,756
5

AMOUNT

$251,505.00

$43,902.00 
$400.00-

$295,007.00

PAID IN FULL 3,522 $188,714.73-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 77 $3,650.00-
OVERPAYMENTS 32 $1,414.33
REFUNDS 22 $646.00
RETURNED CHECKS 3 $150.00
MISC CHANGES

DEBITS 3 $40.00
CREDITS 2 $1.60-

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION
DEBITS 2 $100.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

VOIDS 320 $12,907.00-
NOT GUILTY 131 $5,850.00-



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 3
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 03/01/2000

INCEPTION TO DATE
02/29/2000

FINES

# CASES 

78,534

AMOUNT

$3,992,502.07
HEARING COSTS 

DEBITS 17,958 $449,228.80
CREDITS 5 $5,125.00-

TOTAL DUE $4,436,605.87

PAID IN FULL 43,940 $2,283,522.60-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 1,219 $55,428.37-
OVERPAYMENTS 872 $25,178.67
REFUNDS 163 $7,925.31
RETURNED CHECKS 60 $3,200.00
MISC CHANGES 

DEBITS 60 $1,005.00
CREDITS 168 $156.03-

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION 
DEBITS 118 $7,000.00
CREDITS 14 $800.00-

VOIDS 4,346 $184,632.73-
NOT GUILTY 757 $37,900.00-

$1,918,475.12TOTAL OUTSTANDING



ENF 525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT

PAGE: 4
DATE: 03/01/2000

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES FROM CITATION DATE

CURRENT 310 $15,900.00
1 - 30 DAYS 231 $11,550.00

31 - 60 DAYS 419 $21,250.00
91 - 180 DAYS 750 $45,180.00

181 - 365 DAYS 1,860 $117,364.00
OVER 1 YEAR UNCOLLECTABLE 0 $0.00
OVER 1 YEAR PENDING 0 $0.00
OVER 1 YEAR (OTHER) 26,709 $1,707,231.12

** TOTAL AGING 30,279 $1,918,475.12

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES FROM HEARING DATE

PREHEARING 1,212 $61,400.00
0 - 90 DAYS 1,674 $83,825.00

91 - 180 DAYS 1,291 $83,759.00
181 - 270 DAYS 1,041 $64,735.00
271 - 365 DAYS 634 $45,755.00

OVER 1 YEAR UNCOLLECTABLE 0 $0.00
OVER 1 YEAR PENDING 0 $0.00
OVER 1 YEAR (OTHER) 24,427 $1,579,001.12

** TOTAL AGING 30,279 $1,918,475.12



V

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James EL Jenkins Jr. Secretary CONTACT

225/765-2923

2000-42 2/23/00

WILDLIFE & FISHERIES COMMISSION TO MEET MARCH 2
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hold its next regular meeting on 

Thursday, March 2, 2000, at 10 a m. The meeting is open to the public and will take place in the 
Louisiana Room of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries building, located at 2000 
Quail Dr. in Baton Rouge. The agenda follows:
1. Rollcall
2. Approval of minutes of Feb. 3,2000
3. Notice of intent - 2000 - 2001 resident hunting season dates and bag limits
4. Notice of intent - Statewide hunting and WMA rules and regulations
5. Presentation of Alligator Task Force report and notice of intent - Alligator regulations
6. Report to commission on statutory two-year experimental shrimp season opening in Zone 2
7. Declaration of emergency - Extension of oyster season on the public oyster seed grounds and 

oyster seed reservation east of the Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay
8. Notice of intent - Reef fish, daily take, possession and size limits
9. Notice of intent - Size limits of King and Spanish mackerel and cobia
10. Notice of intent - Taking and possession of jewfish and Nassau grouper
11. Notice of intent - Flotation devices
12. Enforcement and Aviation reports/February
13. a. Waterfowl season 

b. Deer season report
14. Set July 2000 meeting date
15. Public comments
16. Adjournment

-30-
EDITORS; For more information, contact Marianne Burke at 225/765-2917 
(burke_mnia)yvlf.state. la. us).



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. Secretary

CONTACT
225/765-2923

2000-43 2/23/00

HUNTING REGULATIONS COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Hunting Regulations Committee of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

will meet on Thursday, March 2,2000, in the Fourth Floor Conference Room of the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA. The meeting, scheduled to begin at 8:30 

a m., will be held to discuss the 2000 - 2001 hunting seasons.

-30-

EDITORS: For more information contact Marianne Burke at 225/765-2917 
(burke_jnnt@fllf.state.ULUs).



James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr. 
Governor

February 22, 2000

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Hunting Regulations Committee Members. (Commissioners 
Cattle, Busbice, Carver & Stone)

Susan Hawkins

SUBJECT: Committee Meeting

Chairman Tom Cattle has called a meeting of the Hunting 
Regulations Committee for Thursday, March 2, 2000 at 8:30 AM in the 
Fourth Floor Conference Room. The meeting is to discuss the 2000- 
2001 hunting seasons.

Please let us know if you will be unable to attend. Thank
you. 

sch

cc: Commissioner Tom Kelly
Commissioner Warren Delacroix 
Commissioner Norman McCall 
James Jenkins, Jr.
Phil Bowman 
Tommy Prickett

An Equal Opportunity Employer



. February 23, 2000 
NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10:00 A.M. on Thursday. March 2. 2000f at the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of February 3, 2000

3. Notice of Intent - 2000-2001 Resident Hunting Season
Dates and Bag Limits

4. Notice of Intent - Statewide Hunting and WMA Rules and 
Regulations

5. Presentation of Alligator Task Force Report and Notice of 
Intent - Alligator Regulations

6. Report to Commission on Statutory Two Year Experimental 
Spring Shrimp Season Opening in Zone 2

7. Declaration of Emergency - Extension of Oyster Season on 
the Public Oyster Seed Grounds & Oyster Seed Reservation East of 
the Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay

8. Notice of Intent - Reef Fish, Daily Take, Possession and 
Size Limits

9. Notice of Intent - Size Limits of King and Spanish 
Mackerel and Cobia

10. Notice of Intent - Taking and Possession of Jewfish and 
Nassau Grouper

11. Notice of Intent - Flotation Devices

12. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/February

13. a. Waterfowl Season Report 
b. Deer Season Report

14. Set July 2000 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments

16. Adj ournment



February 22, 2000

AP PROVED : /  Iff__________f l
HUNTING REGULATIONS COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Hunting Regulations Committee of the Louisiana Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission will meet on Thursday, March 2, 2000, in 

the Fourth Floor Conference Room of the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA. The meeting,

scheduled to begin at 8:30 AM, will be to discuss the 2000-2001

hunting seasons.



James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 February 23, 2000

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr. 
Governor

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10;00 A.M. 
on Thursdayf March 2. 2000, in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of February 3/2000 

OFFICE OF WTTiDTiTFF

3. Notice of Intent - 2000-2001 Resident Hunting Season
Dates and Bag Limits

4. Notice of Intent - Statewide Hunting and WMA Rules and 
Regulations •

5. Presentation of Alligator Task Force Report and Notice of 
Intent - Alligator Regulations

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

6. Report to Commission on Statutory Two Year Experimental 
Spring Shrimp Season Opening in Zone 2

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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7. Declaration of Emergency - Extension of Oyster Season on 
the Public Oyster Seed Grounds & Oyster Seed Reservation East of 
the Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay

8. Notice of Intent - Reef Fish, Daily Take, Possession and 
Size Limits

9. Notice of Intent - Size Limits of King and Spanish 
Mackerel and Cobia

10. Notice of Intent - Taking and Possession of Jewfish and 
Nassau Grouper

WTNTON VIDRINE

11. Notice of Intent - Flotation Devices

12. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/February 

DTVTSTON REPORTS

13. a. Waterfowl Season Report 

b. Deer Season Report

14. Set July 2000 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments 

JHJ:sch

cc: Jim Patton
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Catherine Blades 
Division Chiefs



C O V E R
FAX

S H E E T

To: Tom Cattle

Fax #: 318-559-1524

Subject: Commission Agenda

Date: February 18, 2000

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

Please review the attached proposed agenda for the March 2,2000 Meeting and then give me a call. 
Thanks.

F r o m  t h e  d e s k  of...

S u s a n  H a w k i n s

L a .  D e p t .  O f  W i l d l i f e  &  F i s h e r i e s  

P .  O .  B o x  9 8 0 0 0  

B a t o n  R o u g e ,  L A  7 0 8 9 8 - 9 0 0 0

2 2 5 - 7 6 5 - 2 8 0 6  

F a x :  2 2 5 - 7 6 5 - 0 9 4 8

1



, 2000

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

Chairman and Members of Commission 

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 

March Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M. 
on Thursdayf March 2. 2000f in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of February 3, 2000 

OFFICE OF WTT.DT.TFF

3. Notice of Intent - 2000-2001 Resident Hunting Season
Dates and Bag Limits

4. Notice of Intent - Statewide Hunting and WMA Rules and 
Regulations

5. Notice of Intent - Alligator Regulations 

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

6. Report to Commission on Statutory Two Year Experimental 
Spring Shrimp Season Opening in Zone 2

7. Declaration of Emergency - Extension of Oyster Season on 
the Public Oyster Seed Grounds & Oyster Seed Reservation East of 
the Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay
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8. Notice of Intent - Reef Fish, Daily Take, Possession and 
Size Limits

9. Notice of Intent - Size Limits of King and Spanish 
Mackerel and Cobia

10. Notice of Intent - Taking and Possession of Jewfish and 
Nassau Grouper

WTNTON VTPRTNF

11. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/February 

D I V I S I O N  REPORTS

12. a. Waterfowl Season Report 

b. Deer Season Report

13. Set July 2000 Meeting Date

14. Public Comments 

JHJ:sch

cc: Jim Patton
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Catherine Blades 
Division Chiefs



Hawkins, Susan...  ____ ________ _______
F r o m : R o u s s e l ,  J o h n  E
S e n t :  F rid ay , F e b ru a ry  18 , 2 0 0 0  10 :01  AM
T o :  F o o te , K a re n ; S c h e x n a y d e r ,  M ark; H a w k in s , S u s a n
S u b j e c t :  FW : P r o p o s e d  M a rin e  F is h e r ie s  a g e n d a  i te m s

A p p ro v e d
M ark  -  I'd  like to  s e e  a  d ra f t  o r  o u tl in e  o f  w h a t  y o u  p la n  to  p r e s e n t  a s  s o o n  a s  y o u  h a v e  
s o m e th in g .

— O rig ina l M e s s a g e —
F r o m : F o o te ,  K a re n
S e n t :  T h u rs d a y , F e b ru a ry  17 , 2 0 0 0  3 :0 2  PM
T o : R o u s s e l ,  J o h n  E
C c : G r e e s o n ,  C a th y ; H a w k in s , S u s a n ;  S c h e x n a y d e r ,  M ark ; D u g a s ,  R o n a ld ; P a u s in a ,

R a n d y ; B o u d re a u x , C la u d e  
S u b j e c t :  P r o p o s e d  M a rin e  F is h e r ie s  a g e n d a  i te m s

If y o u  a p p r o v e  o f  t h e  fo llow ing  M a rin e  F is h e r ie s  p r o p o s e d  a g e n d a  i te m s  fo r  M a rc h  m e e tin g , 
p l e a s e  fo rw a rd  a p p ro v a l  to  S u s a n :

R e p o r t  to  C o m m is s io n  o n  S ta tu to ry  T w o  Y e a r  E x p e r im e n ta l  S p r in g  S h r im p  S e a s o n  O p e n in g  in 
Z o n e  2 -  M ark  S c h e x n a y d e r

D e c la ra tio n  o f  E m e rg e n c y -  E x te n s io n  o f  O y s te r  S e a s o n  o n  th e  P u b lic  O y s te r  S e e d  G ro u n d s  a n d  
O y s te r  S e e d  R e s e r v a t io n s  e a s t  o f  th e  M iss is s ip p i R iv e r  a n d  in H a c k b e r ry  B a y - R o n  D u g a s

- E x te n d  to  1 /2  h o u r  a f te r  s u n s e t ,  April 1 ,2 0 0 0

N o tice  o f  In ten t-  R e e f  F ish -  D aily  T a k e , P o s s e s s io n  a n d  S iz e  L im its- R a n d y  P a u s in a
- C o m p a tib le  s t a t e  ru le  fo r m in o r  r e e f  fish  s p e c i e s ,  to  b e  e f fe c tiv e  J a n u a r y  1, 20 0 1

N o tice  o f  In ten t-  S iz e  L im its o f  K ing a n d  S p a n is h  M a c k e re l a n d  C o b ia -  R a n d y  P a u s in a
- C o m p a tib le  s t a t e  ru le  fo r s i z e  lim its, to  b e  e f fe c tiv e  J a n u a r y  1, 20 0 1

N o tice  o f  In ten t-  T a k in g  a n d  P o s s e s s io n  o f J e w f is h  a n d  N a s s a u  G ro u p e r -  R a n d y  P a u s in a
- A dd  N a s s a u  g r o u p e r  to  th e  p ro h ib ite d  ta k e  list to  b e  c o m p a tib le  w ith  f e d e ra l  ru le .
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James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
, (225) 765-2800 February 2, 2000

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

MFIMOPAMDTTM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant ^  ^  /? »

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

James H. JenAim#%&d*fT, Secretary 

Commission Meeting Agenda - March 2, 2000

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursdayr February 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, March 2nd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on March 
2nd. Tf yon do not hava anything for thp agenda, please return 
memn and indicate so on the bottom of this 'memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
L^Fdmmy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

^

ntjutZfZ

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
, (225) 765-2800 February 2, 2000

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant Secretary-Office Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant

James H. Jen&#is%p49rT, ̂ secretary
/ /  /Commission Meeting Agenda - March 2, 2000

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday. February 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, March 2nd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on March 
2nd. If you do not have anything for the agendaf please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this "memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation[

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
ypfandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades'

An Equal Opportunity Employer



l o u i l i e n o  e  y « l  e r  l o i k  l e r c o

2/3/00

Mr. Thomas M. Gattie, Jr.
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission, Chairman 
Rt 1 Box 40
Lake Providence, LA 71254

Dear Mr. Gattie,

At the Oyster Task Force meeting on Tuesday February 11, 2000, a motion was unanimously 
adapted requesting the commission to extend the public oyster season East of the Mississippi 
River by fifteen (15) days. We would appreciate your consideration of this matter.
Sincerely,

1 . .
Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Task Force

cc; Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commissioners
John Roussell, Asst. Secretary, Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Oyster Task Force Members

FEB 0 7 2000
OFFICE OF FISHERIES 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

1600 Canal Slreef, Suire 210 

New Orleans, IA 70112 

1.800.222.4017



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary-

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

, (225) 765-2800 February 2, 20002000

MFMORANDTTM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant.Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant *Assistant

FROM: James H. Je ecretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - March 2, 2000

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thiirsd^yr February 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, March 2nd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on March 
2nd. Tf yon do not have anything for the agenda r please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this 'memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch 
cc: Coi

^Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett

Commissioners 
Don Puckett

Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat

Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote

Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 February 2, 2000

MJ. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

MFMORANDTTM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant _ ^  /? $

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

James H. Je
/
f y ecretary

Commission Meeting Agenda - March 2, 2000

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday, February 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, March 2nd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on March 
2nd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this 'memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 

u-Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

------

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

M J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

1 (225) 765-2800 February 2, 20002000

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant Secretary-Office Fisheries and Confidential
Assistant *

FROM: James H. Jengjmi ecretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - March 2, 2000

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday. February 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, March 2nd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on March 
2nd. If yon do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this 'memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

JHJ/sch 
cc: CoiCommissioners 

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(22b) 765-2800 February 2, 2000

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursdayf February 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, March 2nd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on March 
2nd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this 'memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant '

James H. Je ecretary

Commission Meeting Agenda - March 2, 2000

An Equal Opportunity Employer


